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Testimony of KAREN EWALD, Executive Director
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts
Before the
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025 Conference Room 308 at 2:00PM
SENATE BILL 441 SD1 HD1
RELATING TO THE HAWAII SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Chair Yamashita and members of the Committee,

The State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (SFCA), is pleased to offer
COMMENTS on S.B.441 SD1 HD1 which Designates the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra as
the State of Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra. Requires annual reports to the Legislature.
Appropriation.

The performing arts in Hawaii are a vital part of our community and currently
receive SFCA support through General Fund appropriations from the legislature and
Federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts. Performing Arts, including
cultural presentations, represent 43% of total Biennium Grants awards and 72% of total
Artists in the Schools projects. Music and music education are an important part of the
cultural landscape. Hawaii, in the center of the Pacific Ocean is blessed with a variety of
musical traditions. The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra represents the finest in the
orchestral tradition in Hawaii, serving the public and schools statewide.

The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra regularly receives state funds in the form of
grants from the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, Grants in Aid from the Hawaii
legislature and quarterly dividends from State funds in the Hawaii Symphony
Endowment fund.

The Hawaii Legislature has appropriated millions of dollars to the State of
Hawaii Endowment fund to support the Honolulu Symphony Orchestra, now known as
the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra. The grants were to provide regular State support and
required the fund be matched with private funds with annual dividends supporting the
Hawaii Symphony Orchestra. Should the legislature appropriate funds to the Hawaii

Symphony Orchestra, the SFCA recommends the funds go to the endowment.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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Michael Golojuch, Jr. . Remotely Via
(he/him) Pride at Work — Hawai‘i Support Zoom
Comments:

Aloha Representatives,

Pride at Work — Hawai‘i is an official chapter of Pride at Work which is a national nonprofit
organization that represents LGBTQIA+ union members and their allies. We are an officially
recognized constituency group of the AFL-CIO that organizes mutual support between the
organized Labor Movement and the LGBTQIA+ Community to further social and economic
justice.

Pride at Work — Hawai‘i fully supports SB 441 SD 1 HD 1.
We ask that you support this needed piece of legislation.
Mabhalo,

Michael Golojuch, Jr. (he/him)

President
Pride at Work — Hawai ‘i
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March 24, 2025

Chair Kyle T. Yamashita

Vice Chair Jenna Takenouchi

House Committee on Finance

Thursday, March 27, 2025

House Conference Room 308 at 2:00PM.

Re: SB 441 SD1 HD1 Relating to the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee. My
name is John Mark Mageo, Employee Relations and Government Affairs Manager of
ABC Stores. ABC Stores employs over 2,200 residents across Hawaii, Las Vegas,
Guam, and Saipan.

On behalf of ABC Stores, we would like to express our strong support for SB 441 SD1
HD1, a bill that designates the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the State of Hawaii
Symphony Orchestra; requires annual reports to the Legislature; and Appropriates funds.

The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra is not just a cultural treasure; it is a vital institution that
enriches the lives of residents and visitors alike. Through its diverse programming,
educational outreach, and community engagement, the HSO fosters a deep appreciation
for the arts and provides opportunities for people of all ages to experience the
transformative power of music.

SB 441 SD1 HD1 is crucial for ensuring the continued success and sustainability of the
HSO. The funding provided by this bill will enable the orchestra to maintain its high
standards of artistic excellence, expand its educational initiatives, and reach even more
members of our community throughout the Islands. Sharing live symphonic music that
has been linked in numerous studies to vastly improved academic performance, better
outcomes for young people, and increased social cohesion.

We urge you to pass SB 441 SD1 HD1 and ensure that the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra
can continue to thrive and inspire future generations. Thank you for your consideration
and for your commitment to supporting the arts in Hawaii.

Mahalo,

John Mark Mageo

Employee Relations and Government Affairs Manager
(808) 597-3312

jmageo@abcstores.com
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The Thirty-Third Legislature
House of Representatives
Committee on Finance

Testimony by
Hawaii State AFL-CIO

March 27, 2025

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB441 SD1 HD1 — RELATING TO THE HAWAII SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and members of the committee:

The Hawaii State AFL-CIO is a state federation of 76 affiliate labor organizations representing
over 69,000 union members across Hawaii in industries including healthcare, construction,
hospitality, entertainment, transportation, and government. The Hawaii State AFL-CIO serves its
affiliates by advocating for the rights of working families, promoting fair wages, safe working
conditions, and policies that strengthen Hawaii's workforce.

We are in support of SB441 SD1 HD1 because it recognizes the cultural and economic
contributions of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra and provides essential funding for its
operations. The symphony plays a vital role in arts education, community engagement, and
workforce opportunities for musicians, stagehands, and other professionals in the performing
arts.

A strong symphony benefits the economy by creating stable jobs in the arts and attracting visitors
who contribute to Hawaii’s tourism industry. Public investment in the orchestra supports
working families in the arts sector and helps sustain a vital cultural institution that has served
Hawaii for generations.

We respectfully urge the committee to pass this measure, which would strengthen Hawaii’s arts
community and support the workers who bring music and culture to our state.

Respectfully submitted,

Randy Perreira
President
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Thirty-Third Legislature, State of Hawai’i
Regular Session of 2025
House Committee on Finance
Testimony by Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra
March 26, 2025

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB441 — RELATING TO THE HAWATI'L
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee,

As Music and Artistic Director and President and CEO, respectively, of the Hawaii
Symphony Orchestra, we request your support of SB441 SD1, HD1, which would
designate the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra as the State of Hawai‘i Symphony
Orchestra. This designation is not just symbolic—it would provide essential funding
to ensure equal access to world-class symphonic music for all residents, regardless
of where they live.

Music is not only entertainment; it helps mental health, physical health, brain
development, and socialization. It teaches concentration, perseverance, listening, and
working together. Music brings people together and uplifts our communities, and
HSO is a community service provider.

Right now, many communities—particularly on the neighbor islands and in areas
outside of cities —have little to no access to live symphonic music. Music
education opportunities are also unevenly distributed, despite clear evidence linking
exposure to the arts with improved academic and social outcomes.

SB441 SD1, HD1 would allow the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra to:
Expand free public concerts statewide
Enhance music education for thousands of Hawai‘i’s keiki
Support local musicians and cultural collaborations
Commission new works that reflect Hawai‘i’s unique heritage

We are proud of all we offer at HSO, such as:

- More than 50 diverse concerts annually

e Free park and outdoor community concerts

- Free education concerts including Symphony of the Hawaiian Birds and
Symphony of the Hawai'i Forests

«  Our Na Hoku Opio - Young Stars competition that showcases the talented
young Hawai'i students

- Side-by-side projects with Hawai'i Youth Symphony
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- A Masterworks Series that brings the world's best music and greatest artists to
Hawai'i

»  Our HapaSymphony Series that combines the talents of Hawai'i's most revered
musicians including Robert Cazimero, Jake Shimabukuro and Raitea Helm
with the power of a symphony orchestra in full flight

» Commissioning new works by living composers from around our Pacific
Region, embracing our geography as a Pacific Orchestra

- Uniting the state's most important arts organizations under one umbrella in our
groundbreaking Beethoven Festival

- The musicians are our greatest asset: We employ some of the United States'
finest musicians to play in the HSO. They don't only play in the orchestra,
though; they also play the vital role of educating our children

- Sharing live symphonic music that has been linked in numerous studies ith
vastly improved academic performance, better outcomes for young people,
and increased social cohesion

A designated State Orchestra would be a cultural and economic asset, supporting
local jobs, driving tourism, and strengthening our communities through music. With

funding from SB441 SD1, HD1, HSO could reach more people on every island—

making the arts accessible to all.

We urge you to pass SB441 SD1, HD1 and help make symphonic music a lasting and
meaningful part of life for all Hawai‘i residents.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Dane Lam
Music and Artistic Director

Amy Iwano
President and CEO
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March 25, 2025

House Committee On Culture & Arts
Hawai‘i State Legislature

RE: SB441 SD1 HD1 — Relating to the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra
Hearing Date: March 27, 2025, 2:00 PM

House Committee On Culture & Arts:

| write on behalf of the law firm Schlueter, Kwiat & Kennedy LLLP in
support of SB441 and the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra.

Schlueter, Kwiat & Kennedy is a law firm located on the Big Island of
Hawai‘i, yet we proudly support the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra as donors and
frequently attend its performances.

The Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra is a fantastic organization that puts on
first class performances that our community should take pride in. Music Director
and Conductor Dane Lam curates thoughtful and engaging programs. He not only
showcases renowned classical masterworks but also highlights lesser known pieces
and local artists, striking a meaningful balance between tradition and innovation.

These performances offer more than just entertainment - they are
educational experiences. Maestro Lam frequently shares insights with the
audience about the historical and cultural significance of the pieces performed,
deepening the public’s appreciation and understanding of the music.

ScHLUETER, KwiaT & Kennepy LLLP

75-167 Kalani Street, Suite 201
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
(808) 987-7275
fax (808) 443-0339
andrew@kona-lawyer.com



Every city should have a strong cultural and arts presence available to those
who wish to engage. Honolulu and the State of Hawai‘i are no exception. The
Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra plays an essential role in promoting arts and culture
in our community, and we strongly support its continued success and growth..

Regards,

Sc y LLLP

An

ScHLUETER, KwiaT & KENNEDY LLLP
»——'\____
75-167 Kalani Street, Suite 201
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
(808) 987-7275
fax (808) 443-0339
michael@kona-lawyer.com
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Representative Kyle Yamashita, Chair
Representative Jenna Takenouchi, Vice Chair
Committee on Finance

RE: SB 441 SD1 HD1 - Relating to the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra - In Support
Thursday, March 27, 2025; 2:00 PM; Agenda #1
Conference room 308 & Videoconference

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi and members of the committee:

As a Board of Director of the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra and on-behalf of
Servco Pacific, Inc., | am writing in strong support of SB 441 SD1 HD1, which
designates the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the State of Hawaii Symphony
Orchestra, exempts general fund appropriations to the State of Hawaii
Symphony Orchestra from the requirements of chapter 42F, HRS and
appropriates funds for general operating costs of the Orchestra and for deposit
into the State of Hawaii Endowment Fund.

Founded in 1900, the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) has become an
integral part of our community, not only by hosting over 50 diverse concerts and
programs featuring international performing artists but also by promoting local
talent within Hawaii through its outreach and educational opportunities such as
the Hapa Concert Series and No Hoku Opio youth competition. HSO also
provides free concerts in parks, public spaces, and live streams to ensure access
to all of Hawaii's residents.

By designating Hawaii Symphony Orchestra as the “State of Hawaii Symphony

Orchestra,” SB 441 SD1 HD1 will enable HSO to obtain state funds and continue
to deliver accessible and meaningful programs that benefits Hawaii's families,

students, and communities.

We respectfully urge the Committee to pass SB 441 SD1 HD1. Thank you for the
opportunity to submit testimony in support of this measure.

Peter Dames
President & CEO
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Thirty-Third Legislature, State of Hawai’i
Regular Session of 2025
House Committee on Finance
Testimony by IATSE 665
March 27th, 2025

SB441 SD1 HD1 - RELATING TO THE HAWAII SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and members of the House committee,

My name is Tuia’ana Scanlan, IATSE International Trustee and President of IATSE Local
665, the union representing technicians and artisans in the entertainment industry in Hawai’1.
IATSE 665 strongly supports SB441 SD1 HD1, relating to the Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra.

The Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra is an essential piece of the tapestry of arts in Hawai’i.
Founded in 1900, The symphony hosts shows and programs featuring musicians and performing
artists from around the world, in addition to promoting local talent within Hawaii. Designating
the Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra as the “State of Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra” will enable
HSO to regularly obtain state funds to help cover its general operating costs. Our organizations
have been working together for decades. We have supported them with the seasoned technical
professionals necessary for their performances for many years and we are happy to support them
in this initiative as well.

IATSE 665 strongly supports SB441 SD1 HD1. We urge your committee to do the same.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

In Solidarity,

22

Tuia’ana Scanlan
International Trustee
President, IATSE 665
(he/him/his)

501 SUMNER STREET ¢ SUITE #610 + HONOLULU, HAWAI| 96817 + (808) 596-0227 + FAX (808) 591-6213
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB441 SD1 HD1, RELATING TO THE HAWAII
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
March 27, 2025

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Finance Committee:

The Democratic Party of Hawai’'i SUPPORTS SB441 SD1 HD1, RELATING TO THE HAWAII
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. Pursuant to the Platform of the Democratic Party of Hawai'’i, the
Party supports public funding going towards the arts, artists, arts education and cultural
organizations and initiatives. The Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra is a gift to our communities and
schools.

The Democratic Party of Hawai’i supports designating the Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra as the
State of Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra. This designation will allow the state to further support the
Symphony and its musicians, giving it the assistance it needs, including with funding to continue
its work of educating and entertaining the people of Hawai'i.

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify in Support of SB441 SD1 HD1, RELATING TO THE
HAWAII SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. Should you have any questions or require further
information, please contact the Democratic Party of Hawai'i at legislation@hawaiidemocrats.org.

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAI‘I
PO Box 2041 e Honolulu, HI 96805 e www.hawaiidemocrats.org
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March 26, 2025

RE: SUPPORT for SB 441 RELATING TO THE HAWAI'l SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Aloha e, Hawai‘i State Legislature:

I’'m writing on behalf of Hawai‘i Youth Symphony (HYS), a long-term collaborator and friend to the HSO.
Our histories have been intertwined since HYS was incorporated as a nonprofit in 1964, serving local
keiki with a desire and passion to learn and perform orchestral music. Over the past sixty years, the two
organizations have independently co-existed, working together to build a future for music in our state,
where citizens of all ages and backgrounds can access the wide range of music that orchestras power
and empower.

As | mentioned in prior testimony related to this bill, HSO fills an indelible community need that
strengthens the will and resolve of our young people. Our collaborations with them over the years have
evolved into a strategic alliance, one that amplifies impact, shares resources, and brings communities
together. Of course, their strongest and most irreplaceable asset are their musicians. HSO’s sharing of
their musicians with HYS makes possible the semiannual Side-by-Side activities that our students love.
That our students can sit shoulder-to-shoulder with esteemed professionals, and have their families
attend—all for free—is an incredible community service.

At HYS, we espouse and believe in the core values of inspiration, dreaming courageously, growing
together, and having fun, all of which are embedded in the work and programs on which we embark when
collaborating with HSO.

Together, we empower and embody a musical community which models strength and resilience for all. As
young people develop and cultivate their personal excellence, they will be sharp (and akamai) to
experience the artful craft of studying music and enjoying the HSO, eventually seeing success in their
careers and as well-rounded, worldly citizens. Over a dozen HSO musicians (myself included) and staff
are alumni of HYS; clear evidence of the pipeline and long term positive impacts of having a professional
orchestra in our state.

| support this bill for the many reasons that others have stated, and so that HSO can continue to be
present in our community. HSO is an active resource, collaborator, and inspiration to all; a true treasure.

. P:E/;\
Rand%ﬁong
President &

Office: (808) 941-9706 x800
Email: randy@hiyouthsymphony.org




SB-441-HD-1
Submitted on: 3/26/2025 1:51:48 PM
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2025 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Richard Ing Hawaii Youth Symphony Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:
RE: SB441

As a member of the Board of Directors of both the Hawai’i Youth Symphony and Hawai’i
Symphony, | fully support SB 441.

The importance of music and music education is important to Hawaii culture, especially to all the
children of Hawaii. Not only should every child should have a right to learn and play music,
music and music education leads to stronger cultural enrichment, community engagement and
economic impact.

Cultural enrichment - the Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra plays a vital role in promoting Hawaii's
rich cultural heritage.

Community engagement - symphony orchestras and music education initiatives, bring
communities together.

Economic impact - the music industry, including the Hawai’i Symphony Orchestra, contributes
to Hawaii's economy by creating jobs, attracting tourism and supporting local businesses.

Thank you,

Richard Ing
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SB-441-HD-1
Submitted on: 3/27/2025 11:42:34 AM
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2025 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Karyn Nolan Mappy, Inc Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

On behalf of my business and family, | wanted to write in support for this bill and the Hawaii
Symphony Orchestra (HSO). HSO is a critical cultural component of our state and it brings
locals and tourists so much joy...and education. | encourage our representatives to support HSO
as a vital resource to our State. It helps our economy and the well being of the community at
large. Plus it is one of my favorite things to do in HI!

Mahalo!


tagala
Text Box
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Autumn Woods Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:

Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee,

| am writing in strong support of SB441, which would designate the Hawai‘i Symphony
Orchestra (HSO) as the official state symphony and provide essential funding for its operations.
As both a patron and a new member of the HSO staff, | have experienced firsthand the profound
impact this organization has on our community.

My family’s connection to the HSO began in 2020 when we streamed performances during the
pandemic. Even from home, the orchestra’s artistry was undeniable. This inspired us to become
subscribers in 2021, and live concerts quickly became a cherished experience. For my daughter,
these moments were transformative. Meeting professional musicians, witnessing their artistry,
and even conducting the HSO at a Waikiki Shell concert shaped her musical journey. She later
interned with the orchestra, volunteered after high school, and is now studying music in college -
a testament to the inspiration she found through the HSO.

The HSO’s impact extends far beyond the concert hall. Its musicians serve as educators,
mentors, and cultural ambassadors, fostering a lifelong appreciation for music in our schools and
communities. The Symphony is a cornerstone of Hawai‘i’s arts landscape, uniting people
through music and ensuring that the arts remain a vibrant part of our state’s identity.

| believe the success of the HSO is vital to Hawai‘i—not only for its artistic contributions but for
the enrichment of all who call these islands home. I urge you to support SB441 and invest in the
future of the Hawai*i Symphony Orchestra, ensuring that it can continue to inspire, educate, and
connect our community for generations to come.

Mabhalo for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Autumn Woods

HSO Patron
Associate Director of Advancement
Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Marcia Kemble Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Greetings Committee Chair and Committee Members,

| am writing in strong support of SB441, SD1, designating the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra as
the State of Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra and appropriating funds to support it. The symphony
provides so much more than traditional concerts of classical music, as important as those are.
They offer all types of diverse concerts that appeal to different types of music lovers. They also
collaborate with numerous other community groups and do significant outreach to the
community, including free community concerts and school presentations. The symphony
musicians are also the key music educators of young musicians in Hawaii. As a core cultural
organization in Hawaii, the symphony deserves stable, ongoing funding.

Mahalo.
Marcia Kemble
Makiki



SB-441-HD-1
Submitted on: 3/24/2025 6:02:35 PM
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2025 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lynn Murakami . Written Testimony
Akatsuka Individual Support Only
Comments:

| strongly support SB 441, SD 1, HD 1 to pass this bill this session. Hawai'i Symphony
Orchestra is Hawai'i's treasure and their performances reach out to young and our seniors in the
community. This consistent funding as its state orchestra will enable more communities, e.g., on
Oahu and our neighbor islands to experience the arts up front and in person.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 441, SD 1, HD 1.
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Submitted on: 3/24/2025 8:54:27 PM
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2025 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Vicky Cayetano Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:

Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi and Finance Committee Members,

| am writing in strong support of SB 441 SD1 HD1. For hundreds of years, there is a reason why
people and governments support symphony orchestras. Symphonic music is an essential
component of a society that understands that music is healing, that music supports academic
performance and that music is necessary in order to have a happy and thriving community.
Thank you very much for your consideration.

Respectfully, Vicky Cayetano



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
The Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025
Hearing Date and Time: Thursday, March 27, 2025 at 2 PM
Re: SB 441, SD1, HD 1 RELATING TO THE HAWAII SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Written Testimony Only

CHAIR YAMASHITA, VICE CHAIR TAKENOUCHI, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

My name is Lloyd Lim and | am testifying in my individual capacity in strong support of SB 441, HD 1
providing funding to the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO). The current HSO is a vastly superior
orchestra to the HSO of 20 to 50 years ago. This is an excellent orchestra on the upswing with great
future potential for Hawaii. The string section sound would surprise anyone. | have heard live
performances by the Vienna Philharmonic, the Berlin Philharmonic, the Concertgebouw of Amsterdam,
the Boston Symphony, the Chicago Symphony, the Philadelphia Orchestra, the New York Philharmonic,
the Montreal Symphony and the St. Louis Symphony. | feel as if | have a basis for comparison.

Many of the orchestra musicians are also music teachers in our community helping to raise our kids. |
dropped out of the piano as a kid and turned to the clarinet before taking up piano again after high
school. How | wish | had kept at the piano as a kid. My brain would have developed better and faster
and | would have been far better prepared for college, graduate school, law school and my career. But
ensemble playing via the clarinet was the bridge that kept me in music.

But you don’t have to take my word for it. Columbia Magazine (Spring/Summer 2015) noted that
Columbia Medical School considers a music background in admissions because it can assist both
diagnosis skills and the motor control needed for surgery. Also, The Great Courses class Music and the
Brain taught by Professor Anniruddth D. Patel noted that music training also has a significant
overlapping effect on the development of verbal skills.

| have gone to many HSO concerts and have been using social media to talk about HSO in the hopes that
the word will get out to folks with an interest in classical music who might use it as an excuse to visit
Hawaii. |interact with classical music buffs in the US mainland, Japan, Hong Kong, England, Germany
and ltaly. We live in a troubled world, but because most orchestra music is without words, it can form a
basis for relationships that avoids contentious political issues.

As a kid growing up in Honolulu, | took a risk being a classical music buff. It made me suspect. I'd like to
see that viewpoint change. Not everyone likes classical music, but that is often because they had a bad
initial exposure to it. There is material for pretty much everyone in classical music, and over time you
can climb into more of it as you like. Classical music used to be for aristocrats, snobs (let’s face it), but
with YouTube that is no longer true. Ideally, the richest people in Hawaii should contribute to HSO. But
how can we ask them to be donors, if the State government won’t take up the leadership position?

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony, and for your favorable consideration.

Lioyd Lim

Lloyd Lim, 1525 Wilder Ave #1008, Honolulu, HI 96822, Lloydlim600bach@aol.com
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SB-441-HD-1
Submitted on: 3/25/2025 8:48:35 AM
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2025 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sitarani Crevier Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Esteemed House Finance Committee
Members,

Mahalo for hearing SB441 SD1 HD1 and for considering granting the Hawai‘i Symphony
Orchestra designation as the State Symphony of Hawai‘i. SB441 is an investment in the future of
the arts in Hawai‘i. By securing this designation and providing essential funding to expand its
reach, we ensure that HSO can continue serving as a cornerstone of our cultural community,
reaching more residents across all islands. | respectfully urge you to support SB441 and help
keep symphonic music thriving in Hawai‘i.

Since childhood, music has had a profound impact on my life—self-esteem, connection to
creativity, exposure to culture and history—and to this day, music remains an increasingly
valuable part of my life and experience. I'm not a professional nor even amateur musician,
though I studied music from the ages of six to 18; but my early exposure to classical music
seeded a love that continues today and enriches my life, especially thanks to the year-long
programs of Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra.

We are fortunate to have an orchestra of such extraordinary caliber here in Hawai‘i. Beside the
moving performances they offer us at Blaisdell Concert Hall, Hawai‘i Theatre Center and the
Waikikt Shell, HSO is inspiring our next generation, whether they wish to become musicians
themselves or simply benefit from the ways a musical education challenges and expands their
own capabilities.

Each year, HSO presents over 50 dynamic concerts, including free park performances and
educational programs, ensuring that music is accessible to audiences across our state. With the
passing of SB441, the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra will be able to continue delivering programs
that benefit Hawai‘i’s students, families, and communities. Increased funding would allow HSO
to expand its free education concerts, such as Symphony of the Hawaiian Birds and Symphony
of the Hawai‘i Forests, which introduce thousands of young students to orchestral music in an
engaging and culturally meaningful way. These initiatives foster creativity and inspire the next
generation of musicians and arts supporters.

| have personally seen how HSO’s programs unite people of all backgrounds. The orchestra’s
HapaSymphony Series showcases the unique musical heritage of Hawai‘i by blending
symphonic music with the talents of beloved local artists like Jake Shimabukuro and Robert



Cazimero. These concerts celebrate our islands’ rich cultural landscape and demonstrate the
orchestra’s role as a bridge between tradition and innovation.

This acknowledgement as our State Symphony helps ensure that HSO can continue to educate,
inspire, employ and entertain Hawai‘i residents of all ages as well as visitors who wish to
experience a taste of Pacific culture through music. Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra is the only
orchestra to offer such significant support to musicians and works of our region of the world, and
| thank you for considering this recognition for their profound impact on our community.

With aloha,

Sitarani Crevier
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sofia Furtado Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Mahalo ‘oukou no keta manawa ha‘i‘0lelo ma kéia Pila 441 o Ka ‘Aha Kenekoa, no laila hiki i
ho‘olilo hui aupuni “ana nei ‘o Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra a ho‘oka‘awale lakou kala i loko o
ka Moku‘aina o Hawai‘i. Kako‘o loa au kéia Pila 441 SD1 HD1 a ka‘u mau mele hoa mai
Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra e ho‘omau malama ‘ana no na mo‘olelo mele nui loa o Hawai‘i.

Thank you all for this opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 441, so that the Hawai‘i Symphony
Orchestra can become an official government organization and appropriate their funds within the
State of Hawaii. | strongly support SB 441 SD1 HD1 and my fellow musicians from the Hawai‘i
Symphony Orchestra who continue to preserve Hawai‘i’s vast musical history.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rebecca Schmidt Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:

To Whom It May Concern,

The Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra (formerly the Honolulu Symphony Orchestra) has been a huge
part of my life since 1981. At the age of 5 years old, my father took me to nearly every concert
the HSO performed, whether at the Blaisdell for classical concerts, Kailua Beach Park for
community concerts, Waikiki Shell for pops concerts featuring artists like Doc Severinson, or
even The Honolulu Zoo featuring local young artists. Having studied classical piano since the
age of 6, the HSO provided MANY opportunities for me to hear fine music and grow

musically.

The HSO has always encouraged the younger generations to learn about the symphony orchestra
and the impact music can have in their lives. | experienced this first hand when | auditioned for
the HSO's Youth Talent Pool in the 1980s. | was able to perform with the Honolulu Symphony
Orchestra as a 6th grader playing a Bach piano concerto and as an 8th grader playing a Mozart
piano concerto. Those moments tremendously impacted my life and shaped my future. 1 am
now a public school beginning band and orchestra teacher to 5th graders as they begin their
musical instrument endeavors!

The HSO has always had phenomenal musicians and trust me, I've heard many orchestras across
the country and even internationally. The music they've shared with their audiences over the
past 40+ years have touched hearts, brought healing, inspiration, and even bridged generational
and cultural gaps.

The power of music via the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra must continue for future
generations. | cannot properly express the support and hope | have for this organization and their
future. 1 fully support SB441 SD1 HD1! Music matters!

Mabhalo,

Rebecca Uejio Schmidt
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kiyomi Umezawa Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly support SB441 SD1 HD1, following many other people in Hawai'i who love and
believe in music.

| am an early childhood educator and | witness the power and influence of music on young
children and their healthy development. That should be the same for all people regardless of their
age.

While music is beautiful, creating and performing them is not always beautiful. Sadly, that is
quite true. Professional musicians are always in need of financial support and are under a lot of
stress. | do believe they deserve strong support from the States as the organization that brings
beauty into our life, especially in this uncertain time.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
jean tsou tsukamoto Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:

As a parent of a child whose journey in music started at age 4 and continues to present at age 38,
| can attest to the importance of his mentors who are (were) all HSO musicians. They not only
taught him excellent violin skills but the joy of music, perfomance, and teamwork.

The health of HSO is vital to the State of Hawaii. The musicians sacrafice a great deal to stay
and live in our State. They can earn a better, easier living almost anywhere else in the
country. But Hawaii is a special place, and they all sense and embrace that.

| fully support this bill to acknowledge and support a vital component of our mental and physical
well being that music plays a key role in. The musicians at HSO deserve our support.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Daniel Murariu Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony

Comments:

| am in support of SB441 SD1HDA1. It is absolutely crucial for our city and state to support HSO
in its mission. HSO does an incredible job and it is needed in our community. Thank you.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michelle K. Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Committee Members,

| strongly SUPPORT passing this bill because recognizing the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra will
show that we prioritize the arts in the state and increase interest in classical music and more. The
HSO is a joy and gem in our community that we must value and share with current and future
generations. Everyone who has a chance to witness HSO perform is like experiencing magic in
real life. Hawaii needs HSO more than ever especially during these uncertain times, and let's
give them our full support NOW. Thank you for your time and kind consideration.

Mahalo,
Michelle
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Matthew Danna Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

The HAWAII SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA is a valuable part of our community. In this time it is
more important than ever to support our own artists and musicians on a state level.



SB-441-HD-1

Submitted on: 3/25/2025 11:43:04 AM
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2025 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Gregory M. Sato Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/nmony

Comments:

| strongly support this bill. Support of The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra pays dividends for our
community in so many ways. Beyond the support of cultrue, the arts support thriving minds.
Research demonstrates that music stimulates brain growth and animates social emotional
connection with other cultures and people. For children living on an island this connection
beyond Hawaii is essential to defining who we are as a community. Thank you for your time.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lillian Cumic Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I, Lilijania Cumic, hereby support the Hawai ‘i Symphony Orchestra as the State of Hawai‘i
Symphony Orchestra and would support general fund appropriations to the State of Hawai‘i
Symphony Orchestra from the requirements of chapter 42F, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes. | also
support appropriates funds for general operating costs of the Orchestra and for deposit into the
State of Hawai‘i Endowment Fund. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD1)
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Malia Rao Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Finance Comittee,

| am writing to express my strong support for this Bill which will help sustain the Hawaii
Symphony Orchestra (HSO) and its invaluable contributions to our community.

As a parent, | have seen firsthand the impact of HSO’s programs. My children have enjoyed
HSO performances since they were in utero, and their love for music has grown thanks to the
orchestra’s accessibility and outreach. Recently, my son Manu had the incredible opportunity to
perform in the HYS & HSO side-by-side community performance—an experience that has
deeply inspired him.

HSQO’s free public events have been instrumental in introducing my family to live symphonic
music. Since my youngest children are not yet ready for a full-length indoor concert, these events
provide a rare opportunity for them to experience the magic of orchestral music in an open and
welcoming setting. The memories created at these concerts will last a lifetime, fostering a love
for the arts that will benefit them for years to come.

By supporting this bill, you will help ensure that HSO can continue offering accessible, high-
quality musical experiences to families like mine and many others across our community. | urge
you to vote in favor of this important legislation and continue investing in the cultural and
educational enrichment of Hawaii’s future generations.

Mahalo for your time and for your commitment to the arts in our community.

Sincerely,



Malia Rao, The Rao Family
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Perle Besserman Individual Support ertteno'lr']?;tlmony

Comments:

As kamaaina forty years, we have supported the HSO and have always been deeply rewarded.
Especially in times of chaos, pandemic, and threat, the music has always been there to encourage
and thrill us to the glories of art at its best. The state of Hawai'i owes so much to the great
musicians who provide the highest cultural experience for our islands. We urge you to pass Bills
SB441 / SD1HD1 for the benefit of all who call Hawai'i home.
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Submitted on: 3/25/2025 11:50:39 AM
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Megan Conley Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Every time | go to hear the Hawaii Symphony | am moved. The music expresses emotions that
words cannot. | love connecting with other members of the community, and the HSO does an
excellent job of offering a variety of programs, often collaborating with local artists. | brought
my 7 year old son to see the symphony's recent performance of Beethoven 9- he was rapt. We
must do all we can to support and uplift this organization that enriches our community- now
more than ever. We should all be very proud that in addition to our natural beauty and aloha
spirit, Hawaii is home to a world-class symphony.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kelsey Ann Kimura Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ;nmony

Comments:

As the only professional orchestra in the state, the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra is a cornerstone
of the performing arts, attracting and employing many local musicians. Many of these musicians
not only perform in the HSO. Many are teachers and serve as the foundation for music education.
The HSO is essential to inspiring the next generation of musicians. Without the HSO, the quality
of school music programs would decline as students would not have the adequate support to

thrive in their arts programs.

| support SB 441 because the passing of the bill would be the next step towards grow the reach
of the HSO - school visits, expanded partnerships, and innovative programming. The HSO is the
paragon of musical excellence in our islands, and its presence fosters the growth of the arts.
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Submitted on: 3/25/2025 11:53:58 AM
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rebecca J. Carlson Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony

Comments:

Aloha,

| am writing to support this bill. My family recently went to a concert where my son's college
choir had been invited to perform with the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra. We enjoyed it so much
we have now purchased tickets for the whole family to see two more performances this season.
The orchestra is a wonderful asset to our community. Investing in the arts not only draws
business to other establishments in Honolulu, it allows us to come together in joy and peace to
take part in our common humanity and the enjoyment of music.

Mahalo,
Rebecca J. Carlson

Laie, Hawaii
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Elizabeth Mastrantonio Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony

Comments:

Please support this valuable AND inspiring asset for all of Hawaii. Orchestras are essential to
society and offer inspiration and also an opportunity to share an evening or afternoon together as
a family, a society, as a true OHANA. We are blessed to have such gifted, generous and talented
musicians here in the middle of the Pacific. Your support will allow people on ALL islands to
benefit from this treasure. Mahalo.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
JEFFREY LIM, M.D. Individual Support Wf'ttenOTn?;tlmony
Comments:

The Hawaii Symphony Orchestra (HSO) provides the Hawaii community with more than the
opportunity to experience live the vast tapestry of the symphonic repertoire. This organization
provides essential outreach and educational opportunities that have cultural impact across the
spectrum of our State's demographics. Its Hapa Concert Series has broad appeal, with its support
and showcasing of premiere local talent and culture. Through its Na Hoku Opio youth
competition, HSO encourages instrumental excellence in Hawaii's young musicians and the
once-in-a-lifetime thrill of performing with and being supported by a full professional
orchestra. My son benefitted from this experience and it played an integral role in his life
journey toward his current position as violinist with HSO. But | believe perhaps the most
important benefit of HSO is the body of excellent musicians it assembles permanently in the
islands. As an embedded workfore, the individual impact of each of these musicians through
their teaching and educational efforts, inspiring performances, and the musical experimentation
and curiosity they foster throughout our community is priceless.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joseph Matthew Powell Individual Support Wf'ttenoTnT;tlmony

Comments:

Passing and implementation of the orchestra as a state entity will further enhance opportunity for
creative and sustainable growth in culture, education, and uniting the community. It has been a
staple for generations now and government/state support in a time in which our federal
government is failing us, will only prepare us better for the unforseeable future
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Carol Maxym Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

please support this bill. It is essential for Hawaii to maintain this cultural icon.

Thanks you
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wayne Yoshigai Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:

| am writing to support this legislation because of the cultural and economic contributions made
by the Honolulu Symphony to our state. Not only does the organization and its musicians make
beautiful music for residents, but also they serve as critical musical resourced for our
community. Without the symphony and its musicians Hawaii would lose our only outlet to
professional classical music. Moreover the musicians generously provide their time and talent to
our children as symphony members and teachers. We cannot afford to lose this resource and
support public funding for the Symphony. The investiment will reap many times in rewards for
everyone. Thank you.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joan Bennet Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Honorable Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Esteemed Committee Members,

| am writing in strong support of SB441, a measure that would designate the Hawai‘i Symphony
Orchestra as the official State Orchestra of Hawai‘i and secure critical funding for its future.

As a longtime supporter of the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra, | have seen firsthand the profound
impact it has on our community. HSO is a pillar of Hawai‘i’s cultural and artistic landscape,
bringing world-class music to residents across our islands. Through its free public concerts,
education initiatives, and collaborations with local artists, the orchestra ensures that all people,
regardless of background or location, have access to the transformative power of symphonic
music.

The passing of SB441 would allow the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra to expand its impact in the
community. Funding would support programs like Na Hoka ‘Opio — Young Stars, which
provides young musicians in Hawai‘i with invaluable performance opportunities alongside
professional artists. Additionally, HSO’s work with the Hawai‘i Youth Symphony fosters
mentorship and hands-on learning, nurturing the next generation of musicians in our state.

Beyond education, HSO plays a vital role in Hawai‘i’s cultural and economic landscape. The
orchestra employs some of the finest musicians in the country, many of whom dedicate their time
to teaching and mentoring students. The annual Beethoven Festival brings together major arts
organizations from across the state, showcasing Hawai‘i as a hub for world-class musical
performances.

| truly believe that if this measure passes, it will enable Honolulu to take the next step toward
becoming a world-class city—with a fully recognized, officially designated world-class
orchestra. Without dedicated state support, HSO’s ability to serve our community will be
significantly limited. SB441 is an opportunity to ensure that the orchestra continues to thrive and
reach audiences across all islands. I urge you to support this measure and invest in the future of
symphonic music in Hawai‘i.

Mahalo for your time and consideration,

Joan Bennet
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Cheryl Ernst Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am not a frequent symphony goer, but I believe it is an important community asset and |
support taxpayer support so the Symphony can continue it's remarkable outreach efforts.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mary Holmes Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| am in support of this Senate Bill because the Honolulu Symphony Orchestra is a vibrant part of
the Hawaiian community, particularly under the excellent leadership of Maestro Dane Lam.
Maestro Lam is not only a world renown musician and conductor, but he has an enormous
appreciation for and inlusion of Hawaiian music traditions. He is beloved by orchestra members
and audiences and we are very fortunate to have him here.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mary Holmes
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
lynne matusow Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony

Comments:

This is a wonderful bill. It provides residents and visitors statewide with untold opportunities to
appreciate music in many forms as they attend live concerts, some of them free of charge. Guest
artists cone from around the world, as well as Hawaii nei. In addition, the Symphony
commissions new works by living composers from the Pacific. Please move this bill forward.




Capney  COLLEGE of ARTS, LANGUAGES & LETTERS
g A

DEPARTMENT of MUSIC

March 12, 2025

RE: Senate Bill 441

Honorable Legislators,

| write in strong support of SB441, designating the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra as our state orchestra.

The HSO has long been an essential part of the rich tapestry of musical arts found in Hawai‘i. Its activities
include not only live performances, but also an array of educational and community service events that
provide chances for everyone to experience the power of live orchestral music, an inspiring and uplifting
experience that simply cannot be replicated any other way.

The HSO strives to be the orchestra for the entire state, presenting music that represents the cultural
fabric of our islands. Its performances encompass a wide variety of styles ranging from classical to pops
to Hawaiian, touching on the many communities that make up our state.

In addition, the HSO attracts first-rate musicians to live here, who in turn serve as teachers, mentors and
musical role models for our keiki and our community. Many also serve as faculty at the University of
Hawai‘i-Manoa Department of Music, educating students who will go on to become future leaders of our
state. The positive impacts of the orchestra thus ripple outward in many ways beyond simply playing
concerts.

The funding proposed in SB441 will provide support and fiscal stability needed to ensure the Hawai‘i
Symphony Orchestra continues to thrive and make our state a better place. | offer my most enthusiastic
backing, and ask you to please support this bill with your vote

Mahalo nui loa for your consideration,

QWZ W

Dr. Donald Reid Womack

Chair, Department of Music

Composer and Professor of Composition and Theory
Faculty Member, Center for Japanese Studies
Faculty Member, Center for Korean Studies
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Janice Cole Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly support providing the Hawaii Symphony Orchestra with funds to provide solvency to
the organization as it has supported our community with quality musical variety with full
orchestral fanfare. To continue to hire professional musicians and venues at which to perform,
secure funding is needed that the State of Hawaii could provide. Our personal support is not
sufficient as seen when the Honolulu Symphony Orchestra was forced to close. | had benefited
from the Symphony in the past as they provided scholarships for private lessons, opportunities to
participate in orchestras on the mainland, and school performances that kept classical music alive
in the public school system. | have to attribute my academic and life success to the Symphony
and the Department of Education as they were in close collaboration. This is crucial to improve
the quality of education in Hawaii, as well. Thank you for your consideration.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William Reese Liggett Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:

Finance Chair and Committee Members

| am William Reese Liggett

I cannot think of a great world state that does not have a fantastic art museum, a thriving

university, and a great symphony orchestra.

Of course, an orchestra is a net positive for a thriving economy. We serve tens of thousands of
a