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SB 1653, RELATING TO THE HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION ACT, 1920, AS
AMENDED

February 3, 2025
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee:

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) supports this bill which
increases the limit of the State's liability from $100,000,000 to $500,000,000 for moneys
borrowed by DHHL or loans made to lessees that are guaranteed by DHHL.

DHHL'’s ability to deliver homesteads and home ownership opportunities to
beneficiaries is directly tied to our ability to guaranty mortgage loans. As DHHL lands
are inalienable, DHHL is required to guarantee mortgage loans made for homes on
Hawaiian Home Lands when lenders do not have a loan assurance program. The
increase in this ceiling will allow the Department to increase construction of affordable
units and homeownership.

Thank you for your consideration of our testimony.
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Comments:

Strong support to help get more hawaiians on the aina.
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