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Charlene Hosenfeld, Ph.D.!
604 N. KALAHEO AVE., UNIT A,   KAILUA, HI 96734" !

TEL  808 261 4305    !

January 15, 2025

Aloha,

I am a long-time resident of Kailua, OÕahu, and am writing in support of the ÒFarm to FamiliesÓ bill.
As a psychologist I am aware of the importance of good nutrition for both physical and psychological 
well-being.

This legislation would have a positive impact on multiple crucial areas in HawaiÕi by:
¥ providing fresh and nutritional food to individuals and families who lack financial resources      
      to access healthy food;
¥ supporting our local farmers; &
¥ decreasing our StateÕs dependence on imported food.

The is a Win - Win - Win.

Mahalo nui loa for your leadership and efforts to create a more food secure, nutrition equatable, farmer 
supportive and thriving HawaiÕi. 

Sincerely,

Charlene Hosenfeld









December 6, 2024!

SUBJECT: Support ÒFarm to FamiliesÓ Bill!
 !

Aloha! !
 !
My name is Jody Smith. I am a retiree with 18 years of experience with the 
sustainable agriculture program at UH Manoa College of Tropical Agriculture and 
Human Resources. I regularly donate to and volunteer with the HawaiÕi Food 
Bank. I help out with the Food 4 Keiki Program, the CSFP Kupuna Food Box 
Program, and the food distribution program operated by Kings Cathedral in Aina 
Haina.!

As a HFB volunteer, I unpack boxes and boxes of beautiful fruits and produce 
grown by our local farmers. I help fill and hand out bags of vegetables. I enjoy 
watching our local clients growing excited by the variety and selection of 
popular vegetables (like bok choi, daikon, bitter melon) and local tropical fruits 
(papaya, pineapple) Ñ the flavors of our islands. The partnership between the 
Hawaii Food Bank and the Hawaii Farm Bureau has allowed us to distribute this 
delicious and nourishing fresh produce.!

Continuation and expansion of this program via the "Farm to Families" bill will 
bring multiple benefits to our state.!

Please provide full support for the the "Farm to Families" bill, a pivotal piece of 
legislation that has the potential to transform our stateÕs food security 
landscape. This bill will allow food distributing organizations to strengthen their 
partnerships with local farmers and food producers, ensuring that fresh, locally 
grown produce reaches families facing food insecurity. !
 !
As a former agricultural professional in Hawaii, I understand the importance of 
growing, purchasing and distributing locally grown foods. !

Investing in local agriculture reduces the stateÕs dependence on imported 
food (now estimated at 85% Ñ extraordinarily high). !

With a reliable market for their produce, HawaiiÕs farmers are better able to 
plan for and supply delicious and nutritious food.!



Fresh, local produce provides essential nutrients to individuals and 
families who may otherwise lack access to healthy food options, fighting 
hunger and promoting long-term health and wellness in our communities. !

 !

Please support the "Farm to Families" bill.!
 !
Mahalo nui loa!
 !

 !
Jody Smith!
Honolulu 96825









Aloha,  

I am writing with an urgent request for the Farm to Families bill to be passed. While I’m in my late 40s 
and no longer facing an income or food shortage, I grew up on welfare and was reliant upon food banks 
and other community resources. I never learned the value of eating/cooking fresh fruits and vegetables, 
because we survived on canned or boxed goods (processed foods). Those in poverty shouldn’t be lacking 
healthy food choices. Food is healing and if they have more healthy options available, it will in turn 
prevent many chronic diseases which cost the state lots of money. 

Because we live in Hawaii, it’s even more important that we not only provide healthy food options for 
lower income families, it’s also important to support local farmers. Local farmers make very little money 
and most of their produce goes to waste. This is really unfortunate. I would love to support local 
farmers, who work hard at providing healthy food for us. We should be moving toward Hawaii becoming 
more sustainable and independent. It would be wonderful if: (1) those in poverty were healthy, saving 
the state costly medical expenses, (2) Hawaii was sustainable and didn’t need imported food, and (3) we 
supported our hard-working local farmers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Nicky B. 

Mililani 
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November 26, 2024 
 
Aloha!  
  

My name is Craig Shikuma, and I am a partner at the law firm of Kobayashi Sugita & 
Goda. I am writing today with an urgent request for your support of the "Farm to Families" 
bill—a crucial piece of legislation that can reshape Hawai�‹i’s food security and foster a healthier, 
more self-reliant future for our state. 

This bill is pivotal in creating stronger connections between food distribution 
organizations and local farmers, ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches families who 
are struggling with food insecurity. Its impact extends beyond providing nourishment; it 
strengthens our communities and bolsters our local economy. 

The partnerships fostered by this bill have the potential to bring immense benefits to Hawai�‹i, 
including: 

1. Reinforcing Hawai�‹i’s Food Supply Chain: Investing in local agriculture reduces 
reliance on imported goods, making our food system more resilient to external 
disruptions while supporting sustainability. 

 

2. Empowering Local Farmers: By establishing a reliable and fair market for their 
produce, this bill offers farmers the security to plan and grow their operations, directly 
benefiting our agricultural sector and ensuring their hard work feeds their fellow 
residents. 

 

3. Improving Access to Nutritious Food: Fresh, local fruits and vegetables play a critical 
role in combating hunger and promoting long-term health.  The benefits of a diet that 
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includes fresh food, rather than only processed or canned items, are invaluable to 
everyone, especially Hawaii’s underserved population.  Those benefits extend to all 
facets of a person’s well-being, not just combating hunger. 

Food insecurity, including not being to afford fresh vegetables and fruits, impacts every 
aspect of a person’s life, from physical health to emotional well-being.  Every Hawaii resident 
should have access to enough healthy food. By addressing hunger, we strengthen the foundation 
of our communities and ensure that all families have the opportunity to thrive. 

I urge you to join me in supporting this transformative initiative. Together, we can help 
create a Hawai�‹i where no one has to go hungry, and where our local farmers thrive in a resilient, 
sustainable food system. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

  
Craig Shikuma 





 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. I would be happy to discuss this matter further 
or provide additional information about the impact of this initiative. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Leslie Moody 
Family Services Manager/Kroc Cares Dept. 
The Salvation Army Ray & Joan Kroc Corps Community Center 
91-3257 Kualaka’i Parkway 
Ewa Beach, Hawaii 96706 
Direct Line: 693-8307 | Fax 693-8407 
Leslie.Moody@usw.salvationarmy.org 
www.KrocCenterHawaii.org 
 
 

 
 















 

 







Aloha! 

As a dedicated school librarian at Wahiawa Elementary School, I have had the 
privilege of serving Hawai!i's keiki for over 30 years in the Hawaii Department of 
Education. 

By supporting the Farm to Families bill, we can strengthen our local food system, 
boost our economy, and improve the health of our local community. This 
legislation will help to connect our farmers with families in need, creating a more 
sustainable and equitable future for Hawai!i.  Please support the Farm to Families 
bill.   

The benefits of this partnership are far-reaching and impactful: 

¥ !ourish Our Community:  By increasing access to fresh, locally grown produce, 
we can improve the health and well-being of our community members, especially 
those facing food insecurity. 
¥ Build a Stronger Food System: Investing in local agriculture strengthens our 
food supply chain, reduces our reliance on imported goods, and creates a more 
sustainable and resilient food system for Hawai!i. 
¥ Support Local Farmers and Economy: This bill provides a stable market for 
our local farmers, empowering them to continue producing high-quality, nutritious 
food and contributing to our state's economy. 

Studies have shown that access to healthy foods can significantly improve students' 
academic performance, behavior, and overall well-being. As an educator, I've seen 
excited kids when provided with fresh, healthy snacks instead of their usual sugary, 
processed foods, which negatively impact their focus and energy.  Every child 
deserves access to nutritious food . By supporting the Farm to Families bill, you 
can ensure that all our keiki have the opportunity to thrive and be healthy! 

Thank you for your support of our Farm to Families bill. 

Stephanie Kuniyoshi 
School Librarian 
Wahiawa Elementary School 
1402 Glen Ave. 
Wahiawa, HI  96786 













 

 
 
 
December 1, 2024 
 
Aloha, 
 
The ���ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�‹�����ƒ�–�–�Ž�‡�•�‡�•�ï�•�����‘�—�•�…�‹�Ž (HCC) is the statewide umbrella organization comprised of the four 
county-�Ž�‡�˜�‡�Ž�����ƒ�–�–�Ž�‡�•�‡�•�ï�•�����•�•�‘�…�‹�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�•�ä  Our member ranchers represent over 60,000 head of beef 
cows: more than 75% of all the beef cows in the State.  Ranchers are the stewards of 
approximately �t�w�¨���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�����–�ƒ�–�‡�ï�•���–�‘�–�ƒ�Ž���Ž�ƒ�•�†���•�ƒ�•�•�ä 
 
HCC supports the �òFarm to Families�ó bill, which will help to create a consistent market for local food 
producers and benefit community health and local agricultural production while addressing the 
growing issue of food security in Hawaii.  
 
Securing a consistent, reliable market for local produce and proteins will benefit both the consumer 
and the producer. We need to reduce our reliance on import s and focus on building up our 
agricultural producers. Our farmers and ranchers want to provide local products for our 
community, and the Farm to Families program will strengthen our food supply chain to be better 
able to service everyone in times of crisis, support local farmers and ranchers to give them the 
confidence to continue to increase and improve production, and increase the access to nutritional 
food products that feed growing minds and bodies. Long-term funding for this program will result 
in beneficial outcomes for everyone. 
 
The Hawaii Foodbank is a trusted, competent organization to carry out this mission. Ensuring our 
community gets basic nutritional needs should be a root issue that we all need to address as a 
cohesive team.  Our farmers and ranchers are ready to step up to produce the food that is needed, 
and the Hawaii Foodbank is well equipped to facilitate this.  
 
Thank you for your commitment to fighting food insecurity and supporting Hawaii�ïs farmers and 
ranchers. Please support this important legislation. 
 
Aloha, 
 
 
 
Nicole Galase 
Hilo, Hawaii 
Managing Director 





 
 
 

 
P.O. Box 253, �.�X�Q�L�D�����+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L������������ 

Phone: (808) 848-2074; Fax: (808) 848-1921 
e-mail info@hfbf.org; www.hfbf.org 

 

 

 
We recognize the importance of ensuring that our local agricultural products reach those 
most in need, and we look forward to continuing our collaboration with our food banks in 
�\�j�U�U�:�X�e�Ù�:���Ù�e���ô���X�Ù�\���Í�X�ô�î�Ù�1���\�\���:�2�Ù�e�:�Ù�ô�2�î�Ù���j�2���ô�X�Ù���2�Ù�F�Í�•�Í�������ß�Ù�®�ô�Ù�Í�X�ô�Ù�è�:�2�����î�ô�2�e�Ù�e����s program will 
�U�:�\���e���}�ô�+�…�Ù���1�U�Í�è�e�Ù�:�j�X�Ù�è�:�1�1�j�2���e�…�Ù�æ�…�Ù���1�U�X�:�}���2���Ù���:�:�î�Ù�Í�è�è�ô�\�\�Ù�•�����+�ô�Ù�\�j�U�U�:�X�e���2���Ù�F�Í�•�Í�������
�\�Ù�+�:�è�Í�+�Ù
food systems. We are happy to work with the food banks on this vital work. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian Miyamoto 
Executive Director, Hawai�•i Farm Bureau 
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January 15, 2025 

 
Aloha, 

 
My name is Jay Ana, and I am writing in strong support of the "Farm to Families" bill, a 

pivotal piece of legislation that has the potential to transform our state’s food security 
landscape. This bill will allow food distributing organizations to strengthen their partnerships 
with local farmers and food producers, ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches 
families facing food insecurity. 

  
This critical partnership between local farms and food organizations benefits local 

families in our communities, and our economy, by: 
  

1. �6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V���)�R�R�G���6�X�S�S�O�\���&�K�D�L�Q: By investing in local agriculture, 
we reduce our dependence on imported goods, creating a more resilient and 
�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���I�R�R�G���V�\�V�W�H�P���I�R�U���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���� 
 

2. �6�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���/�R�F�D�O���)�D�U�P�H�U�V�����7�K�H���E�L�O�O���R�I�I�H�U�V���D���G�L�U�H�F�W���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���W�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V��
agricultural sector, providing a steady and fair market for local produce. Farmers 
can plan for future growth knowing their products will feed their neighbors in 
need.  
 

3. �(�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���1�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�F�F�H�V�V: Fresh, local produce provides essential 
nutrients to individuals and families who may otherwise lack access to healthy 
food options. This not only fights hunger but also promotes long-term health and 
wellness in our communities.  

  
Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our shared vision of a thriving, food-

�V�H�F�X�U�H���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�����,���D�P���G�H�H�S�O�\���J�U�D�W�H�I�X�O���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
stand ready to collaborate with you in any way that may be helpful.  

       
Sincerely, 

 
 

 Jay Ana 
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Comments:  

The intention of this bill is critical to support our producers during times of crisis, and ensure our 
families facing hunger are nourished. 

We would love to see the funding from this initiative be available to all emergency feeding 
operations across the islands and not just a handful of food banks, in order to be more equitable 
and fair. Community-based efforts deserve access to this opportunity as well. 

It's a smart strategy for the health and well being of our communities - physically and 
economically - while providing support during the challenging cost of living issues facing many. 
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Comments:  

Everyone wins with this bill.  Supporting local farmers is supporting our community and taking 
positive climate action.  Buying local generally means using the land in ways that help sequester 
carbon and reduces the GHG emitted in transporting food from the mainland.  Making more 
fresh, locally grown produce is good for the health of our families.  Much of what is available at 
Food Banks is packaged food, not of the highest quality.  Providing disadvantaged people or 
people in crisis with locally grown fruits and vegietables is genuine service.  Strong support for 
this legislation that helps our community in multiple ways. 
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Comments:  

I support SB1250 which would help local farms earn income by providing food to local food 
organizations. This is a win-win opportunity for both and the local community. 

 



 
 

 
     

 
 

�+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L���3�D�F�L�I�L�F���+�H�D�O�W�K  |  55 Merchant Street  �_�����+�R�Q�R�O�X�O�X�����+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L������������ 

Monday, February 3, 2025, at 1:02 PM  
Via Video Conference; Conference Room 224 
 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment  
 
To:  Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair 
        �6�H�Q�D�W�R�U���+�H�U�E�H�U�W���³�7�L�P�´���5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V�����,�,�,, Vice Chair 
 
From: Michael Robinson 
 Vice President, Government Relations & Community Affairs 
 
Re:     Testimony in Support of SB 1250 

Relating To Farm To Families  
 
 
My name is Michael Robinson, and I am the Vice President of Government Relations & 
Community Affairs at �+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L�� �3�D�F�L�I�L�F�� �+�H�D�O�W�K���� �+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L�� �3�D�F�L�I�L�F�� �+�H�D�O�W�K�� �L�V�� �D�� �Q�R�W-for-profit 
health care system comprised of its four medical centers �± �.�D�S�L�µ�R�O�D�Q�L�����3�D�O�L���0�R�P�L�����6�W�U�D�X�E��
�D�Q�G���:�L�O�F�R�[���D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U���������O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H���Z�L�W�K���D���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D���K�H�D�O�W�K�L�H�U���+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L�� 
 
HPH writes in SUPPORT of SB 1250 which establishes the Hawai'i Farm to Families 
Program to fund food banks and alleviate food shortages in the State. 
 
HPH has long recognized the relationship between healthy outcomes and food security, 
as well as the strong connection between access to healthy foods with health and 
wellness.  HPH screens our in-patients across our facilities for indications of food 
insecurity and is acutely aware of the challenge it is for our patients.  The link between a 
healthy diet and healthy living is well established where lower food insecurity is linked to 
lower risk of obesity, heart disease, type 2 diabetes and certain cancers.  Healthy eating 
can help people with chronic diseases manage these conditions and avoid complications.  
The crisis in food security among the most vulnerable population has been reported and 
�K�D�V�� �F�R�P�H�� �W�R�� �O�L�J�K�W�� �P�R�U�H�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�O�R�K�D�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �:�D�\�¶�V�� ���������� �$�/�,�&�(�� �5�H�S�R�U�W���� �� �7�K�H��
Report indicated that 28% of households statewide face food insecurity; nearly half (46%) 
of households below the ALICE Threshold do not have consistent access to food.   
 
Programs that encourage partnerships between farmers and food assistance programs 
can make a profound impact.  By investing in Hawaii-grown agriculture producers, the 
State can support not only local farmers but also the communities they feed.  This 
�D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���D�O�L�J�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H�V���R�I���P�—�O�D�P�D �‹�—�L�Q�D�����F�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
State honors the deep connection between the land and the people of Hawaii.  Uplifting 
local farmers will also uplift the entire community, fostering a more resilient food system 
that can withstand future challenges.  The Hawai'i Farm to Families Program would 
support not only families and their food needs, but would also provide Hawaii's agriculture 
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producers with a market to support their operations, and keep moneys circulating within 
the State to boost the local economy. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Hawai‘i Children's Action Network Speaks! is a nonpartisan 501c4 nonprofit committed to advocating for children 
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To: Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment 
Re: SB 1250 – Relating to Farm to Families 
 Hawai‘i State Capitol & Via Videoconference 
 February 3, 2025, 1:02 PM  
 
Dear Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Committee Members,  
 
On behalf of Hawai‘i Children’s Action Network Speaks!, I am writing in SUPPORT of SB 1250. This bill 
establishes the Hawaii Farm to Families Program to alleviate food shortages in the State, requires 
reports to the Legislature prior to the Regular Sessions of 2026 and 2027, and appropriates funds. 
 
According the Hawai‘i Food Bank, in 29% of households with children, one or more keiki are food 
insecure.1 Especially with the highest cost of living and most expensive groceries in the nation,2 it is 
nearly impossible for the low-income families in Hawai‘i to afford to buy healthy food, such as fresh 
fruits and vegetables.  
 
In addition, it is well established that the stresses of childhood poverty have both immediate and long-
term effects on keiki’s physical and mental health, behavioral self-control, academic achievement, and 
earnings as adults.3 
 
That’s why it’s so important to support Hawai‘i’s food banks and farmers by providing state funds to 
Hawai‘i food banks to secure consistent supplies of locally produced or grown food for hungry families. 
 
Food banks and their partner agencies help ensure that struggling families with keiki do not go hungry 
by distributing millions of pounds of food per year to those in need in our state. The recent years of high 
inflation, especially for groceries, the devastating wildfires, and the lingering effects of the pandemic 
have led our state’s food banks to struggle with continual rising demand.4  
 
This program would have the added plus of supporting our local farms. Farm to families is a win-win, by 
providing local food to those who need it, supporting local farmers, and strengthening local food 
systems.  
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to provide testimony. Please pass this bill. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicole Woo 
Director of Research and Economic Policy  

                                                           
1 https://hawaiifoodbank.org/food-insecurity/    
2 https://meric.mo.gov/data/cost-living-data-series  
3 https://www.apa.org/pi/ses/resources/indicator/2014/06/childhood-poverty  
4 https://www.khon2.com/local-news/hawai%CA%BBis-foodbanks-see-uptick-in-food-assistance-needs/ 
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