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agricultural economy in the last five years, demonstrating a commitment to providing 
fresh, nutritious food to those most in need.  By investing in local food production and 
improving access to fresh produce for residents, the State can help ensure that our 
communities are better prepared to face future shocks and stressors, ultimately 
promoting greater economic and social resilience. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB1250, SD1. 
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Hawai‘i Children's Action Network Speaks! is a nonpartisan 501c4 nonprofit committed to advocating for children 
and their families.  Our core issues are safety, health, and education. 

 

To: Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Re: SB 1250 SD1 – Relating to Farm to Families 
 Hawai‘i State Capitol & Via Videoconference 
 February 26, 2025, 10:04 AM  
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Committee Members,  

On behalf of Hawai‘i Children’s Action Network Speaks!, I am writing in SUPPORT of SB 1250 SD1. This 
bill establishes the Hawaii Farm to Families Program to alleviate food shortages in the State, requires 
reports to the Legislature prior to the Regular Sessions of 2026 and 2027, and appropriates funds. 
 
According the Hawai‘i Food Bank, in 29% of households with children, one or more keiki are food 
insecure.1 Especially with the highest cost of living and most expensive groceries in the nation,2 it is 
nearly impossible for the low-income families in Hawai‘i to afford to buy healthy food, such as fresh 
fruits and vegetables.  
 
In addition, it is well established that the stresses of childhood poverty have both immediate and long-
term effects on keiki’s physical and mental health, behavioral self-control, academic achievement, and 
earnings as adults.3 
 
That’s why it’s so important to support Hawai‘i’s food banks and farmers by providing state funds to 
Hawai‘i food banks to secure consistent supplies of locally produced or grown food for hungry families. 
 
Food banks and their partner agencies help ensure that struggling families with keiki do not go hungry 
by distributing millions of pounds of food per year to those in need in our state. The recent years of high 
inflation, especially for groceries, the devastating wildfires, and the lingering effects of the pandemic 
have led our state’s food banks to struggle with continual rising demand.4  
 
This program would have the added plus of supporting our local farms. Farm to families is a win-win, by 
providing local food to those who need it, supporting local farmers, and strengthening local food 
systems.  
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to provide testimony. Please pass this bill. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicole Woo 
Director of Research and Economic Policy  

                                                           
1 https://hawaiifoodbank.org/food-insecurity/    
2 https://meric.mo.gov/data/cost-living-data-series  
3 https://www.apa.org/pi/ses/resources/publications/children-families  
4 https://www.khon2.com/local-news/hawai%CA%BBis-foodbanks-see-uptick-in-food-assistance-needs/ 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
To:   The Senate Committee on Ways and Means (WAM)  
From:  Sherry Pollack, Co-Founder, 350Hawaii.org 
Date:  Wednesday, February 26, 2025, 10:04 am 
 

In strong support of SB1250 SD1 
 
 

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and WAM Committee members; 
 
I am Co-Founder of the Hawaii chapter of 350.org, the largest international organization 
dedicated to fighting climate change.  350Hawaii.org strongly supports SB1250 SD1 that 
establishes the Hawaii Farm to Families Program to alleviate food shortages in the State. 
 
Many families in Hawaii struggle to put food on the table on a consistent basis.  This measure is 
a wonderful idea that supports our farmers and at the same time helps our local families in 
need by providing local, fresh, healthy options.  Efforts to support our farmers also builds our 
resiliency and avoids the greenhouse gases that would have been emitted from shipping in 
food. 
 
Please pass SB1250 SD1 so that we all may reap these benefits. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this important legislation. 
 
Sherry Pollack  
Co-Founder, 350Hawaii.org 
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support not only families and their food needs, but would also provide Hawaii's agriculture 
producers with a market to support their operations, and keep moneys circulating within 
the State to boost the local economy. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 









https://mauifoodbank.org/programs/#fresh-4-all
https://mauifoodbank.org/programs/#ai-holo
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To: Senate Ways and Means Committee 
 
Hearing Date/Time: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 

Re: Testimony in Strong Support of SB1250, Relating to Farm to Families 

From: Andrew Ogata, Hawai’i Health & Harm Reduction Center 

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Committee Members, 

The Hawai'i Health & Harm Reduction Center (HHHRC) strongly supports SB1250, which 
supports food banks to purchase from local farmers, with expenditures managed via the 
Department of Agriculture’s request for proposals process. 

Food insecurity was already a pressing challenge in Hawai'i prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
has since escalated to a crisis level. Many of the communities we serve—those living with or 
affected by HIV, hepatitis, substance use, and members of the transgender, LGBQ, and Native 
Hawaiian communities—are disproportionately impacted by food insecurity and other social 
determinants of health. 

At HHHRC, our mission is to reduce harm, promote health, create wellness, and fight stigma in 
Hawai'i and the Pacific. During 2020 and 2021, we partnered with the Hawai'i Foodbank to 
conduct food distributions across O'ahu, helping to disseminate more than 500,000 pounds of 
food to thousands of families. We continue this partnership today, distributing over 140,000 
pounds of food annually. Through this work, we witness firsthand the desperation of families 
seeking healthy, fresh foods they otherwise could not afford.   

To adequately address food insecurity across our islands, food banks need more than just 
donations, they need sustainable resources to ensure that fresh, nutritious food is consistently 
available. Investing in local farmers through this bill not only supports food security but also 
strengthens our local agricultural economy. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. We urge your support of SB1250 to help build a healthier, 
more resilient Hawai'i. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
Andrew Ogata 
Director of Development 
Hawai'i Health & Harm Reduction Center 
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Aloha!

My name is Yoshito LôHote, Chief excecutive ofýcer for óAina Hoôokupu 0 Kilauea, a 50lc3 non
proýt entity on the north shore of Kauaôi.

We are developing a 75 acre community ag center where we are exploring and implementing a
vertically integrated farm that is increasing food security and resiliency for the island of kauaôi. We
are writing in support of the "Farm to Families" bill, a critical piece of legislation that will help
secure a consistent market for local food producers like us, strengthening our community food
systems and ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches families facing food insecurity. We
have been distributing food boxes around the island since COVID and feel strongly in ýnding the
mechanisms to continue the program in perpetuity. The 250 boxes a week we produce have helped
the farm and retail store reduce waste and provide a healthy altemative to other food bank foods
currently available.

One of our biggest challenge is to ýnd long term reliable markets that can support small and
medium size farms, and this bill will do just that.
With a growing market share the local production can increase and the reliability and quality can be
supported. Our heavy reliance on imports makes us very vulnerable especially in time of crisis and
every concrete support will ensure for a more sustainable and resilient for food system. Now we'll
diversify the economy allowing more farmers to have ways to bring their product to market and
support other added value businesses and restaurants by increasing their production. But this cannot
happen without the ýnancial commitment that the state can provide to create a tomorrow where
most people eat locally grown produce as we have an incredible ability to grow round the year an
incredible variety of fnlits and vegetables and protein.
The other added advantages of having a local food system is proper management of our
environment is the reduction of carbon footprint and waste generation but most importantly we are
what we eat and when we eat fresh vibrant foods our health inevitably gets better we also than to
want to be involved at a deeper level when we know where our food come from who the food
providers are and how we can help them produce more and better food.

We have been providing and working with the foodbank since covid and we are now providing 65
kupuna boxes every week and the response is fantastic and the kupuna realy appreciate that fresh
mango or papaya, the salad and the sweet potatoes.

Thank you,
I _ r17

Yoshito L'Hote, CEO for ôAina Hoôokupu 0 Kilauea
PO Box 1023, Kilauea HI 96754
Phone: (808) 652-0069





 
December 14, 2024 
 
Aloha! 
 
I am Director of Operations for the Ho`okipa Kauai Food Pantry, which has weekly distributions 
in four locations on Kauai plus a roving outreach distribution to unsheltered homeless wherever 
we can find them.  We distribute food to nearly 400 families a week.   
 
We strongly support the Farm to Families program, which has completely transformed our ability 
to serve the undernourished in Kauai.  Before this program, there were times each year when we 
were lucky to provide these families with an apple from Washington.  Since the program was 
implemented, the Hawaii Foodbank has been able to regularly supply us with a selection of 
nutritious and fresh fruits and vegetables grown by local farmers.  This type of support is critical 
to the health and well-being of many local families who are overwhelmed by the increasing costs 
of shelter or have been displaced completely. 
 
This program is also critical to our statewide efforts to create a sustainable food supply chain.  
The Covid-19 pandemic was a wake-up call to the fact that we cannot be totally reliant upon 
outside sources for food.  There will be other disruptions.  Government assistance for small local 
farmers is essential to the continued transformation of Hawaiian land use from plantation-based 
exporting to self-sustainability.    
 
We are wholly appreciative of your leadership in this effort and strongly urge you to continue 
this important program.   
 
Mahalo for your consideration. 
 
Best Regards 
Ron Garrison 
Ho`okipa Kauai Director of Operations  
 
 

Ho`okipa Kauai, P.O. Box 223154, Princeville, HI 96722 
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January 15, 2025

Aloha!

As a resident of Kauaói and a member of the Advisory Board for the l-lawaiói Foodbank Kauaói
Branch, I am writing with an urgent request for your support of the "Farm to Families" bill, a
pivotal piece of legislation that has the potential to transform our state's food security landscape.
This bill will allow food distributing organizations to strengthen their partnerships with local
farmers and food producers, ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches families facing
food insecurity.

By fostering -a partnership between local farms and food organizations, families and businesses
beneýt in a number ofways:

I Reducing our dependence on imported goods, creating a more resilient and sustainable food
system for Hawaiói.

0 Supporting agriculture by providing a steady and fair market for local produce.
0 Getting healthy food into the hands of our families who might not otherwise have access to

healthy food options.

I have seen ýrst-hand the incredible work of the Hawaiói Foodbank Kauaói Branch and know that
the needs are far greater than the available resources. Current uncertainty in the federal funding
for assistance programs of all kinds makes the need to create new resource streams even more
urgent.

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our shared vision of a thriving, food-secure
Hawaiói. I am deeply grateful for your consideration of this important legislation.

Mahala,

QQA/~
Beth Amaro
Puhi, Kauaói, Hawaiói
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Kapaóa Elementary School
4886 Kawihau Road

Kapaóa, HI 96746

January 15, 2025

Aloha,

My name is Dayson Souza-Yim and I am the Family Engagement Coordinator at
Kapaóa Elementary School on Kauaói.

On behalf of Kapaóa Elementary School and our families, I am writing to express our
support of the ñFarm to FamiIies" bill, a pivotal piece of legislation that has the potential
to transform our stateôs food security landscape. This bill will allow food distributing
organizations to strengthen their partnerships with local farmers and food producers,
ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches families facing food insecurity.

The partnership between local farms and food organizations beneýts families in our
communities and our economy by:

1. Strengthening Hawaióiôs Food Supply Chain: By investing in local
agriculture, we reduce our dependence on imported goods, creating a more resilient
and sustainable food system for Hawaiói.

2. Supporting Local Farmers: The bill offers a direct beneýt to Hawaióiôs
agricultural sector, providing a steady and fair market for local produce. Farmers can
plan for future growth knowing their products will feed their neighbors in need.

3. Enhancing Nutritional Access: Fresh, local produce provides essential
nutrients to individuals and families who may otherwise lack access to healthy food
options. This not only ýghts hunger but also promotes long-term health and wellness in
our communities.

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our shared vision of a thriving, food-
secure Hawaiói. I am deeply grateful for your consideration of this important legislation
and stand ready to collaborate with you in any way that may be helpful.

Me ke aloha pumehana,

@Jió<òor
Dayson Souza-Yim, F En ement Coordinator
Kapaóa Elementary School
Kapaóa, Kauaói, Hawaiói





 
 
 





January 15, 2025

Aloha,

My name is Kate Veatch, I am the PCNC at Kilauea School on Kauaôi. I help our community
outreach and support by providing opportunities out in the real world showing our keiki the
fundamentals of giving back and helping people succeed to make us all better as a community.
Hawaiói Foodbank, being one of our biggest and most attentive partners, offering amazing local
fmits and vegetables with their snack to our families has made such a great impact on our
students and community. Showing that there are opportunities within our community to thrive
together.

With that being said, I am writing to you with a very important request. Myself and on behalf of
students and staff at, Kilauea School, want to show a supporting role for this amazing
opportunity; the "Farm to Families" bill, which is a pivotal piece of our legislation that has
tremendous potential to transform our stateôs food security landscape. This bill will allow food
distributing organizations such as Hawaiói Foodbank to strengthen their communityôs foundation
with local farmers and food processing, these are crucial to ensuring that fresh, locally grown
produce reaches every family that may face some kind of food shortages or ýnancial hardship.

The partnership between local farms and food distribution organizations only beneýts the
families in our communities and our economy by the following advantages:

1. Strengtlrening Hawaióiôs Food Supply Chain.-_
Staying local and keeping local agriculture, we are working to reduce and can ultimately

eliminate our dependence on processed and/or imported goods, this is creating a more
sustainable environment and food system for Hawaiói.

2. Supporting Local Farme[._sj.f
The bill offers a direct beneýt to Hawaióiôs agricultural sector, providing a steady and fair
market for local produce. Farmers can plan for future growth knowing their products will feed
their communities in need.

3. Enhancing Nujritional Access:
Providing fresh, local produce offers better nutrition habits and essential nutrients to individuals

and families who may otherwise lack access to healthy food options. This not only ýghts hunger
but also promotes long-term healthier eating habits and a more balanced lifestyle. I know our
local community and visitors can see we are paving the way by willingly being active showing
support for this bill.

We can look conýdently knowing this ñFarm to Familiesò bill, is not a want, but a Ã111, so that
our keiki and their future óohana can thrive when they come to school ready to leam and their
parents can get the best product our community can offer. Because there is nothing like aunties
fresh cut fruit and vegetables ð letôs show others that this is the only way to the future and
success of every island.



Thank you for committing to our vision and goal, for food-secure on not only Kauaói, but the
hopes of our state, Hawaiói, having the same access and quality building a great way of life
worth living.

Iôm grateful and excited for your consideration of this important legislation and stand ready to
support and encourage others with you as you take this matter forward.

Th nk

as
Kate V. r" ó i
PCNC
Kilauea School, Kauaói
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St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church
1361 Har1l_\ó Slrt-cl Á Liliut-. Kaiiizii. Ilauaii 96706 ' Tel: 8ll8-245-3Tó)(| ' Fax: 808-215-IIIT3
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Aloha!

My name is Deann Megonnell, I am the Senior Warden for St Michael & All Angels Episcopal
Church in Lihue Hawaii. I am also the Co-Chairperson for our Loaves & Fishes food ministry.

l would like to request your support of the Farm to Families Bill. St Michael & All Angels
Episcopal church in Lihue Kauai All Angels Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry relies on the Hawaii
Food Bank for our ministry. We have been a source of food for Kauaiós Ohana members and our
Kupuna for many years. Our pantry has experience ýrsthand the increase in demand for
providing food packages to our community members in need. We currently make 180 bags a
month for our two food distributions. ó

We ýll the bags with provisions from the Hawaii Food Bank, Kauai monthly. They are an
invaluable asset to our organization and provide us with a variety of canned and fresh items each
week to ýll our bags.

The Hawaii Food Bank on Kauai is a valuable resource for our program to receive fresh grown
produce from local farmers. ln addition to the nutrition of these fresh items for our clients, we
are also providing support to our local farmers. The more food we can obtain from local sources
the less dependent we are on imported food.

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our shared vision of a thriving, food-secure
Hawaiói. I am deeply grateful for your consideration of this important legislation and stand ready
to collaborate with you in any way that may be helpful.

Thank you,

-Q ,ô.è;/no /7 7/7 56/
5/Deann Megonnell

St. Michael & All Angels Church
Lihue HI è ô ~/
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Charlene Hosenfeld, Ph.D.!
604 N. KALAHEO AVE., UNIT A,   KAILUA, HI 96734" !

TEL  808 261 4305    !

January 15, 2025

Aloha,

I am a long-time resident of Kailua, OÕahu, and am writing in support of the ÒFarm to FamiliesÓ bill.
As a psychologist I am aware of the importance of good nutrition for both physical and psychological 
well-being.

This legislation would have a positive impact on multiple crucial areas in HawaiÕi by:
¥ providing fresh and nutritional food to individuals and families who lack financial resources      
      to access healthy food;
¥ supporting our local farmers; &
¥ decreasing our StateÕs dependence on imported food.

The is a Win - Win - Win.

Mahalo nui loa for your leadership and efforts to create a more food secure, nutrition equatable, farmer 
supportive and thriving HawaiÕi. 

Sincerely,

Charlene Hosenfeld









December 6, 2024!

SUBJECT: Support ÒFarm to FamiliesÓ Bill!
 !

Aloha! !
 !
My name is Jody Smith. I am a retiree with 18 years of experience with the 
sustainable agriculture program at UH Manoa College of Tropical Agriculture and 
Human Resources. I regularly donate to and volunteer with the HawaiÕi Food 
Bank. I help out with the Food 4 Keiki Program, the CSFP Kupuna Food Box 
Program, and the food distribution program operated by Kings Cathedral in Aina 
Haina.!

As a HFB volunteer, I unpack boxes and boxes of beautiful fruits and produce 
grown by our local farmers. I help fill and hand out bags of vegetables. I enjoy 
watching our local clients growing excited by the variety and selection of 
popular vegetables (like bok choi, daikon, bitter melon) and local tropical fruits 
(papaya, pineapple) Ñ the flavors of our islands. The partnership between the 
Hawaii Food Bank and the Hawaii Farm Bureau has allowed us to distribute this 
delicious and nourishing fresh produce.!

Continuation and expansion of this program via the "Farm to Families" bill will 
bring multiple benefits to our state.!

Please provide full support for the the "Farm to Families" bill, a pivotal piece of 
legislation that has the potential to transform our stateÕs food security 
landscape. This bill will allow food distributing organizations to strengthen their 
partnerships with local farmers and food producers, ensuring that fresh, locally 
grown produce reaches families facing food insecurity. !
 !
As a former agricultural professional in Hawaii, I understand the importance of 
growing, purchasing and distributing locally grown foods. !

Investing in local agriculture reduces the stateÕs dependence on imported 
food (now estimated at 85% Ñ extraordinarily high). !

With a reliable market for their produce, HawaiiÕs farmers are better able to 
plan for and supply delicious and nutritious food.!



Fresh, local produce provides essential nutrients to individuals and 
families who may otherwise lack access to healthy food options, fighting 
hunger and promoting long-term health and wellness in our communities. !

 !

Please support the "Farm to Families" bill.!
 !
Mahalo nui loa!
 !

 !
Jody Smith!
Honolulu 96825









Aloha,  

I am writing with an urgent request for the Farm to Families bill to be passed. While I’m in my late 40s 
and no longer facing an income or food shortage, I grew up on welfare and was reliant upon food banks 
and other community resources. I never learned the value of eating/cooking fresh fruits and vegetables, 
because we survived on canned or boxed goods (processed foods). Those in poverty shouldn’t be lacking 
healthy food choices. Food is healing and if they have more healthy options available, it will in turn 
prevent many chronic diseases which cost the state lots of money. 

Because we live in Hawaii, it’s even more important that we not only provide healthy food options for 
lower income families, it’s also important to support local farmers. Local farmers make very little money 
and most of their produce goes to waste. This is really unfortunate. I would love to support local 
farmers, who work hard at providing healthy food for us. We should be moving toward Hawaii becoming 
more sustainable and independent. It would be wonderful if: (1) those in poverty were healthy, saving 
the state costly medical expenses, (2) Hawaii was sustainable and didn’t need imported food, and (3) we 
supported our hard-working local farmers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Nicky B. 

Mililani 
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November 26, 2024 
 
Aloha!  
  

My name is Craig Shikuma, and I am a partner at the law firm of Kobayashi Sugita & 
Goda. I am writing today with an urgent request for your support of the "Farm to Families" 
bill—a crucial piece of legislation that can reshape Hawai�‹i’s food security and foster a healthier, 
more self-reliant future for our state. 

This bill is pivotal in creating stronger connections between food distribution 
organizations and local farmers, ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches families who 
are struggling with food insecurity. Its impact extends beyond providing nourishment; it 
strengthens our communities and bolsters our local economy. 

The partnerships fostered by this bill have the potential to bring immense benefits to Hawai�‹i, 
including: 

1. Reinforcing Hawai�‹i’s Food Supply Chain: Investing in local agriculture reduces 
reliance on imported goods, making our food system more resilient to external 
disruptions while supporting sustainability. 

 

2. Empowering Local Farmers: By establishing a reliable and fair market for their 
produce, this bill offers farmers the security to plan and grow their operations, directly 
benefiting our agricultural sector and ensuring their hard work feeds their fellow 
residents. 

 

3. Improving Access to Nutritious Food: Fresh, local fruits and vegetables play a critical 
role in combating hunger and promoting long-term health.  The benefits of a diet that 
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includes fresh food, rather than only processed or canned items, are invaluable to 
everyone, especially Hawaii’s underserved population.  Those benefits extend to all 
facets of a person’s well-being, not just combating hunger. 

Food insecurity, including not being to afford fresh vegetables and fruits, impacts every 
aspect of a person’s life, from physical health to emotional well-being.  Every Hawaii resident 
should have access to enough healthy food. By addressing hunger, we strengthen the foundation 
of our communities and ensure that all families have the opportunity to thrive. 

I urge you to join me in supporting this transformative initiative. Together, we can help 
create a Hawai�‹i where no one has to go hungry, and where our local farmers thrive in a resilient, 
sustainable food system. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

  
Craig Shikuma 





 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. I would be happy to discuss this matter further 
or provide additional information about the impact of this initiative. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Leslie Moody 
Family Services Manager/Kroc Cares Dept. 
The Salvation Army Ray & Joan Kroc Corps Community Center 
91-3257 Kualaka’i Parkway 
Ewa Beach, Hawaii 96706 
Direct Line: 693-8307 | Fax 693-8407 
Leslie.Moody@usw.salvationarmy.org 
www.KrocCenterHawaii.org 
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November 18, 2024 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is being submitted to support the �³�)�D�U�P�V���W�R���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�´��bill for 2025 state legislative 
session.   

At Our Lady of Sorrows Parish in Wahiawa, our food pantry relies on the Hawaii Foodbank for 
well over 90% of the food distributed each month to those in need.  We also are a distribution 
center for the CSFP (Senior Food Box) distribution program.  

As an agency partner of Hawaii Foodbank, we are committed to working alongside them to fight 
food insecurity our community. We appreciate �+�D�Z�D�L�L���)�R�R�G�E�D�Q�N�¶s efforts to provide healthy, 
local foods to those we serve. We strongly support this proposal and look forward to 
collaborating with them to distribute fresh, locally grown food to those most in need. 

If additional information or clarification is needed, please feel free to reach out to us. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Mark Yen 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
Social Ministry �± Food Distribution 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
1403-A California Ave. 

Wahiawa, HI 96786 







 

 



December 17, 2024 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

My name is Thao Nguyen and I am the coordinator for the Olakino Produce Program at Saints 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church.  We truly believe that ‘access to healthy food is a basic human 
right no matter your age’ .  We are thankful to be in partnership with the Hawaii Food Bank to be 
able to serve our community. 

We fully support the ‘Farm to Families’ bill as most of the people we serve in our community are 
kupuna.  We have been consistently serving more than 400 households each month and over 
90% of those we served are retired and in need of fresh fruits, vegetables, and eggs.  This bill 
will help secure our community with fresh locally grown produces.  

Being on an island, we should never depend on imported goods or food supplies from the 
mainland or other countries. It is neither efficient nor affordable, especially when it comes to 
fresh produces.  The health benefits of those produce would decrease and costs will continue to 
increase. It is proven that fruits and vegetables begin to lose their nutrients within 24 hours after 
it is picked.  We need to create sustainable food systems for Hawai’i.   

We, as a community, needs to invest and support our local farmers. Investing in our local 
farmers will only strengthen our resources and secure Hawaii’s future.  Land in Hawaii is a 
premium but the health of all those who lives in Hawaii is priceless. We need to support and 
invest in our ‘aina, our ‘ohana, our kupuna, and our keiki because no one else will!   

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our shared vision of a thriving, food-secure 
�+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�����,���D�P���G�H�H�S�O�\���J�U�D�W�H�I�X�O���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�W�D�Q�G���U�H�D�G�\��
to collaborate with you in any way that may be helpful. 

 

Thank you, 

Thao Nguyen 

   





Aloha! 

As a dedicated school librarian at Wahiawa Elementary School, I have had the 
privilege of serving Hawai!i's keiki for over 30 years in the Hawaii Department of 
Education. 

By supporting the Farm to Families bill, we can strengthen our local food system, 
boost our economy, and improve the health of our local community. This 
legislation will help to connect our farmers with families in need, creating a more 
sustainable and equitable future for Hawai!i.  Please support the Farm to Families 
bill.   

The benefits of this partnership are far-reaching and impactful: 

¥ !ourish Our Community:  By increasing access to fresh, locally grown produce, 
we can improve the health and well-being of our community members, especially 
those facing food insecurity. 
¥ Build a Stronger Food System: Investing in local agriculture strengthens our 
food supply chain, reduces our reliance on imported goods, and creates a more 
sustainable and resilient food system for Hawai!i. 
¥ Support Local Farmers and Economy: This bill provides a stable market for 
our local farmers, empowering them to continue producing high-quality, nutritious 
food and contributing to our state's economy. 

Studies have shown that access to healthy foods can significantly improve students' 
academic performance, behavior, and overall well-being. As an educator, I've seen 
excited kids when provided with fresh, healthy snacks instead of their usual sugary, 
processed foods, which negatively impact their focus and energy.  Every child 
deserves access to nutritious food . By supporting the Farm to Families bill, you 
can ensure that all our keiki have the opportunity to thrive and be healthy! 

Thank you for your support of our Farm to Families bill. 

Stephanie Kuniyoshi 
School Librarian 
Wahiawa Elementary School 
1402 Glen Ave. 
Wahiawa, HI  96786 
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December 1, 2024 
 
Aloha, 
 
The ���ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�‹�����ƒ�–�–�Ž�‡�•�‡�•�ï�•�����‘�—�•�…�‹�Ž (HCC) is the statewide umbrella organization comprised of the four 
county-�Ž�‡�˜�‡�Ž�����ƒ�–�–�Ž�‡�•�‡�•�ï�•�����•�•�‘�…�‹�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�•�ä  Our member ranchers represent over 60,000 head of beef 
cows: more than 75% of all the beef cows in the State.  Ranchers are the stewards of 
approximately �t�w�¨���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�����–�ƒ�–�‡�ï�•���–�‘�–�ƒ�Ž���Ž�ƒ�•�†���•�ƒ�•�•�ä 
 
HCC supports the �òFarm to Families�ó bill, which will help to create a consistent market for local food 
producers and benefit community health and local agricultural production while addressing the 
growing issue of food security in Hawaii.  
 
Securing a consistent, reliable market for local produce and proteins will benefit both the consumer 
and the producer. We need to reduce our reliance on import s and focus on building up our 
agricultural producers. Our farmers and ranchers want to provide local products for our 
community, and the Farm to Families program will strengthen our food supply chain to be better 
able to service everyone in times of crisis, support local farmers and ranchers to give them the 
confidence to continue to increase and improve production, and increase the access to nutritional 
food products that feed growing minds and bodies. Long-term funding for this program will result 
in beneficial outcomes for everyone. 
 
The Hawaii Foodbank is a trusted, competent organization to carry out this mission. Ensuring our 
community gets basic nutritional needs should be a root issue that we all need to address as a 
cohesive team.  Our farmers and ranchers are ready to step up to produce the food that is needed, 
and the Hawaii Foodbank is well equipped to facilitate this.  
 
Thank you for your commitment to fighting food insecurity and supporting Hawaii�ïs farmers and 
ranchers. Please support this important legislation. 
 
Aloha, 
 
 
 
Nicole Galase 
Hilo, Hawaii 
Managing Director 
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We recognize the importance of ensuring that our local agricultural products reach those 
most in need, and we look forward to continuing our collaboration with our food banks in 
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food systems. We are happy to work with the food banks on this vital work. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian Miyamoto 
Executive Director, Hawai�•i Farm Bureau 
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