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Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas and Members of the Committees:

The Department of the Attorney General provides the following comments 

regarding this bill. 

This bill attempts to address the risk of catastrophic wildfires by providing an 

efficient, low-cost process for property owners, renters, businesses, and their insurers to 

obtain compensation for the damage resulting from a catastrophic wildfire that a 

regulated utility is alleged to have caused or contributed to, while limiting the liability of 

the regulated utility to protect its financial health.  This bill establishes the Wildfire 

Recovery Fund (Fund) and establishes the statutory framework to implement the Fund.  

In addition, this bill allows for the financing of the Fund through the securitization of 

ratepayer charges. 

We note that the bill proposes several features that could adversely impact the 

State and its residents.  The following list highlights those features that we believe are 

material for the Legislature to consider in its assessment of the bill. 

1. Section A-2 - Wildfire Recovery Fund, page 7, line 5, through page 9, 
line 6. 

The nature of the Fund, that is, whether it is a special fund or a trust fund should 

be explicitly stated.  We believe that the Fund is a trust fund as defined in section 37-62, 

Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS).  The Fund will operate as a separate, State-created 

entity with a fiduciary duty to manage its resources for the benefit of its intended 
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to claimants.  This means that, to the extent that the Fund lacks sufficient moneys to 

cover all claims, a claimant would have no further recourse against the participating 

utility.  Consequently, Fund payments depend on the availability of moneys that may 

affect the Fund's ability to compensate claimants if moneys in the Fund are limited. 

This bill appears to prioritize the needs of participating utilities over claimants 

when the Fund lacks sufficient funds. 

4. Section A-8 - Limitation on Aggregate Liability, page 17, line 1, 
through page 18, line 13. 

The aggregate liability for all participating utilities for qualifying damages arising 

from a covered catastrophic wildfire is subject to a specified liability cap.  Even if the 

claimant rejects an offer to settle and brings a claim in court, the liability cap will apply to 

the civil action.  Amounts are payable whether or not be participating utilities' actions 

contributed to the property damage; however, no further amount would be payable if it is 

determined that the participating utility acted prudently. 
5. Section B-2 - Application to Issue Bonds and Authorize Wildfire 

Recovery Charges, page 29, line 10, through page 35, line 15. 
The utilities can recover wildfire-related costs through securitization by issuing 

bonds backed by a nonbypassable charge on customers' bills. 

The bill gives the State very little discretion as to who issues the bonds in the 

case of a securitization in that the State would have to follow the provisions of the 

PUC's financing order.  The utility applies for a financing order, which application names 

the entity that it proposes to issue bonds, and the PUC can only accept or deny such 

applications based on certain prescribed criteria. 

6. Section B-5 - Wildfire Recovery Charge, page 45, line 16, through 
page 46, line 20. 

The wildfire recovery charge is a mandatory, nonbypassable fee to repay the 

bonds and related financing costs authorized under a financing order.  It is reflected as 

a separate line item on a customer's bill. 

As long as the bonds remain unpaid, the charge must be paid by all existing and 

future consumers within the utility's service area. 
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7. Section 5 – Allocation of Private Activity Bonds Volume Cap, page 
58, lines 9-13. 

The allocation of the annual state ceiling of private activity bonds volume cap 

(volume cap) under section 39B-2, HRS, refers to the maximum amount of private 

activity bonds that can be issued in Hawaii on tax-exempt basis under federal law.  

Private activity bonds are a type of tax-exempt bonds used to finance projects that 

involve private entities, such as housing, infrastructure, or industrial development.  Tax-

exempt bonds generally have lower interest rates, reducing the borrowing costs for 

eligible projects. 

Section 39B-2(b) gives the Director of Finance, with the approval of the 

Governor, the discretion to assign any part of the State's allocation of the volume cap to 

any issuer of private activity bonds.  Currently, under Act 182, Session Laws of Hawaii 

(SLH) 2022, as amended by Act 262, SLH 2023, the State's allocation of volume cap is 

to be used for rental housing projects eligible for the low-income housing tax credits. 

Section 5 of the bill removes the Director of Finance's discretion regarding how 

the State's allocation of its volume cap is to be used.  Instead of the volume cap being 

used for housing purposes, this bill mandates that the entire amount of the State's 

allocation of its volume cap be used for the securitization bonds for the period July 1, 

2024, through December 31, 2028. 

We respectfully ask the Committee to amend this bill to address these concerns 

or, alternatively, hold the bill. 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON CONSUMER 
PROTECTION & COMMERCE AND JUDICIARY AND HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
HB 982 HD1- Relating to Wildfires – IN SUPPORT 
 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 10:00 AM 
   

Aloha Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members 
of the Committee, 
 

On behalf of the Hawai‘i Island Chamber of Commerce, which represents over 
300 businesses and individual members, primarily on the East side of Hawai‘i 
Island, I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 982 and encourage 
further work on the HD1 version. We believe that advancing this bill will allow 
for continued discussion on its merits, and therefore, we respectfully request 
the passage of HB 982, HD1. 
 

The original version of HB 982 proposed a proactive solution in the event of a 
future catastrophic wildfire caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given 
the increasing environmental risks, including extreme weather events, this bill 
takes a forward-thinking approach to addressing the economic threats posed by 
such disasters. As seen in other states facing similar wildfire challenges, Hawai‘i 
must establish a recovery fund that can expedite claims processing, providing 
affected individuals with an alternative to costly and uncertain legal 
proceedings. 
 

While I sincerely hope that we never experience a disaster like the one in West 
Maui again, this bill seeks to ensure that resources will be available for our local 
families should the unthinkable occur. By creating a wildfire recovery fund, it 
would provide an efficient means for Hawai‘i families to recover property 
damage claims in the wake of a future catastrophic wildfire. Additionally, this bill 
would help safeguard the financial stability of participating regulated utilities 
contributing to the fund. The economic health of Hawai‘i’s largest electric utility 
is crucial to the overall economic stability of our state. This bill aims to mitigate 
financial uncertainty stemming from the risk of future wildfires and to support 
Hawai‘i’s long-term economic resilience. 
 

We respectfully request your support for HB 982, HD1, to advance this critical 
discussion. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this important 
initiative. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Carla Kuo 
Executive Officer 
Hawai‘i Island Chamber of Commerce 
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To: ​ Rep. Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair 

Rep. Cory M. Chun, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 
Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

 
From:​ The Climate Advisory Team 
 
RE:​ HB982, HD1 - Relating to Wildfires - Support with Comments 
​ Tuesday, February 13, 10:00 a.m.; Conference Room 329 & Videoconference 
 
Aloha Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the Committees, 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of the intent of HB 982, HD1, which seeks to establish 
a Wildfire Recovery Fund to provide an efficient compensation mechanism for individuals and 
businesses impacted by catastrophic wildfires caused by regulated utilities. This bill represents a critical 
step toward addressing the growing wildfire threat in Hawai‘i while ensuring resilience funding is 
available to those who need it most. 
 
The Hawai’i Climate Advisory Team (CAT) is a volunteer group, convened by Governor Green to develop 
community-informed policy recommendations to help make Hawaiʻi more resilient to natural disasters. 
The CAT published its findings and recommendations in a policy paper in January 2025, which provides 
context for the measures we are supporting in this legislative session.  
  
The tragic August 2023 Lahaina wildfires demonstrated the devastating impact wildfires can have on 
our communities, natural resources, and economy. As climate change increases the frequency and 
intensity of extreme weather events, we must proactively implement policies that mitigate wildfire risks 
and ensure timely financial recovery for affected individuals. 
  
The CAT supports the intent of HB 982, HD1 in the following ways it aligns with our recommendations, 
and offers comments below on topics for further consideration. 
  
The Wildfire Recovery Fund Proposal Largely Aligns with the Recommendations of the CAT: 
  

1.​ Ensuring Rapid Recovery for Impacted Residents 
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a.​ HB 982, HD1 establishes a structured compensation mechanism, allowing impacted 

individuals and businesses to receive financial relief without the lengthy and costly 
burden of civil litigation. 

b.​ The bill aligns with the Climate Advisory Team’s recommendation for a disaster recovery 
fund that prioritizes financial assistance for vulnerable residents recovering from 
disasters. 
  

2.​ Strengthening Hawai‘i’s Resilience Through Sustainable Funding 
a.​ A well-designed recovery fund ensures that those affected by wildfires receive timely 

compensation while maintaining the financial stability of public utilities responsible for 
providing essential services. 

b.​ The Climate Advisory Team supports the creation of a climate resilience fund to support 
proactive resilience measures, including wildfire mitigation strategies such as invasive 
species management, fuel reduction, and community education. 
  

3.​ Wildfire Mitigation Must Be Prioritized 
a.​ Preventive action, such as the removal of invasive grasses, improved land management, 

and enhanced fire suppression capacity, is critical to reducing wildfire risk. 
b.​ Requiring a well-funded wildfire mitigation plan will reduce the severity of future fires 

and ensure that the Wildfire Recovery Fund remains sustainable. 
  

Further Considerations on the Wildfire Recovery Fund and Securitization: 
  
While we support the establishment of a Wildfire Recovery Fund, further discussion is needed 
regarding the proposed funding mechanism and participation in the fund. As stated in our Policy 
Recommendations on Climate Disaster Resilience, Recovery and Funding, the Climate Advisory Team 
believes that wildfire resilience and recovery is a shared responsibility among all major stakeholders, 
including utilities, landowners, and government agencies, and that a careful balance must be struck 
between utility shareholder and ratepayer interests. 
  

●​ Broader Participation: The legislature should consider participation in the fund by large 
landowners, state and county governments, and other responsible entities to equitably 
distribute costs and ensure long-term financial stability.  If such broader participation is not 
feasible in the near term, the fund should allow for expansion in the future. 
 

●​ Equitable Burden Sharing: The CAT recognizes that the fund will have direct and indirect 
benefits to ratepayers, that warrant ratepayer contributions. Further discussion is warranted 
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regarding the balance between shareholders and ratepayers for initial contributions to align 
incentives and ensure fair cost distribution. 
  

●​ Securitization Considerations: We recognize the complex relationship between a utility’s 
financial health (and therefore access to lower-cost capital) and the cost burden on ratepayers 
who end up paying for interest on utility debt. A wildfire recovery fund will limit financial 
uncertainty and potential liability exposure, helping to stabilize utilities’ financial positions and 
enabling them to attract needed investment for infrastructure and mitigation work at a reduced 
cost of capital. Securitization is a powerful tool in capitalizing the wildfire recovery fund, but we 
urge the Legislature to carefully evaluate its impact on ratepayers and ensure it does not reduce 
the incentive to implement critical resilience initiatives. 

   
The proposed HB 982, HD1 is an important step forward in safeguarding Hawai‘i’s communities from 
the devastating impacts of wildfires. By creating a dedicated Wildfire Recovery Fund and ensuring a 
sustainable funding structure, this bill can help protect our residents, businesses, and environment while 
seeking to reduce the overall cost burden on ratepayers. We urge the committee to advance HB 982, 
HD1 while continuing discussions to refine the funding model to maximize effectiveness and fairness. 
  
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this important legislation. 
 
With aloha, 
 
The Climate Advisory Team 
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Mālama Learning Center is a non-profit organization based in West  
O ahu. Our mission is to inspire communities to care for Hawaiʻi 

by perpetuating conservation, culture, and   
sustainability through education. 

 
The Honorable Representatives Matayoshi and Tarnas, Chairs 
The Honorable Representatives Chun and Poepoe, Vice Chairs 

The Honorable Members of the Committees on Consumer Protection  
& Commerce and Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 

 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 982 HD1 

Relating to Wildfires 
 

Hearing Date: February 13, 2025 at 10:00 am  
Conference Room 329 

 
Chairs, Vice Chairs and members of the committees: 
 
Aloha Kākou. My name is Pauline Sato and I serve as the Executive Director of the Mālama Learning  
Center, a private, non-profit environmental education organization serving schools and communities 
in West Oʻahu. I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 982 HD1. The recent 
amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the utility to provide a 
significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a viable fund, since the 
company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get access to such funding.  
 

The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic wildfire 
that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors affecting our 
environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address the economic threat 
of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have done, Hawaiʻi needs to 
establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic wildfire, providing an option to 
people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
Throughout my 30+ year career in conservation focusing primarily in the Waiʻanae and West 

Oʻahu regions, wildfires have always been a serious threat and concern. I have witnessed and worked 
with the Honolulu Fire Department and military resources to stop fires that burned in conservation areas 
and reached residential areas. We are actively working to create “green” firebreaks with native and 
cultural heritage species to replace more flammable invasive grasses in key areas. But that is not enough. 
We, collectively, need to do much more in prevention and preparation. And there must be sufficient 
resources to respond if and when a catastrophic wildfire emerges to support the affected communities. 

 
This legislation is critical to guaranteeing the availability of vital resources for our families in the 

event of future emergencies, creating a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims. In addition, 
this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating regulated utilities that contribute to the 
fund.  This bill will reduce the financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and 
to help support Hawaii’s economy. I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the 
contributions being proposed to be paid by the utility. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  

 
Aloha,  

 

Pauline M. Sato      

    Mālama Learning Center 
                                                       P.O. Box 1662, Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 967806  

www.malamalearningcenter.org  
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE AND 

JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

HB 982 HD1 
Relating to Wildfires 

 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 

10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Plus Power 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

On behalf of Plus Power, I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 982 and 
encourage working on the HD1 version. We do believe moving the bill forward would allow 
continued discussion on the merits of the bill, therefore we are requesting the passage of HB 982, 
HD1.   

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a future solution in the event of a future 

catastrophic wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various 
factors affecting our environment, including extreme weather events, this bill is a proactive 
approach to address the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. Like other states 
challenged by wildfires have done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims 
faster after a future catastrophic wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and 
uncertainty of going to court. 

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy.  

 
The Plus Power team is accelerating the deployment of transmission-connected battery 

energy storage throughout the United States. Plus Power develops, owns, and operates 
standalone battery energy storage systems that provide capacity, energy, and ancillary services, 
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enabling the rapid integration of renewable generation resources. We now have 7 operating 
projects, with 1 in Hawaii, 4 in Texas, 2 in Arizona, and 2 more coming online this year in Maine 
and Massachusetts, totaling over 4000 MWh. Behind those, we have 10 GW of projects in 28 
U.S. states, including Hawaii, and Canada in development. Plus Power wants to continue to help 
Hawaii meet its energy and reliability needs, and this legislation helps unlock the financing 
required. 

 
We request your support of HB 982, HD1 and its passage to allow discussion on this very 

important initiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
 
Brian Duncan 
Senior Vice President, Origination & Commercial 
Plus Power 

 
 



 

 

 
TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON 

CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE 
& 

JUDICIARY AND HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

HB 982, HD1 
Relating to Wildfires  

 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 

10:00 AM 
 State Capitol, Conference Room 329 
 

Jason Benn 
Senior Vice President  

Hawaiian Electric 
 

 
Aloha Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 

Committees, 

My name is Jason Benn, Senior Vice President for Hawaiian Electric and I am 

testifying in strong support of the original version of HB 982 and expressing 

concerns with the HD1 version of the bill as it relates to the required contribution of 

$505 million by Hawaiian Electric shareholders to the fund.  This contribution is 

infeasible at this time and will have the effect of preventing the fund from operating—

and negating all of its crucial benefits—creating greater burdens on ratepayers.  I 

address the issue of shareholder funding in particular at the end of this written 

testimony, after first describing the benefits of HB 982 as originally proposed.  

Consistent with this testimony, we are requesting amendments to the fund contribution 

amounts. 
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The original version of HB 982 is in the public interest and protects the people of 

Hawaii and our economy by creating a fund to provide compensation to property 

owners, renters, and insurers if there were to be a future catastrophic wildfire. We took 

the feedback we heard from legislators and key stakeholders last session and revised 

the bill to make it simpler. It achieves the following three key objectives that reasonably 

balance the interest of many: 

1. Protect claimants and the economy by creating a speedy process that 

provides fair compensation for property damage should another catastrophic 

wildfire occur, while preserving rights to pursue litigation.  

2. Protect customers from cost increases caused by utilities’ exposure to 

unlimited wildfire liability.  Simply put, unbounded wildfire liability risk results in 

bad credit and high cost of capital for the utility, which in turn leads to higher 

costs to customers.  The bill also provides for a unique giveback feature based 

on future risk reductions. 

3. Preserve accountability for wildfire risk mitigation. The bill ensures that 

utilities are held accountable to prudently protect the public from wildfire risk by 

conditioning their participation on having a Hawaii Public Utilities Commission 

(PUC)-accepted wildfire mitigation plan; and by making shareholders pay if the 

utility is found imprudent. 

Protect claimants and the economy  

This bill creates a streamlined process to offer settlement payments for property 

damages quickly after a catastrophic fire, without the need for a lengthy and uncertain 

litigation process. Claimants don’t have to hire a lawyer and can keep all of the 
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settlement proceeds, without giving one third or more to attorneys, much of which would 

likely leave the state.  No claimant would have to prove any contributing utility legally 

liable for a fire. But the bill preserves the right of any person to reject the fund’s 

settlement offer and hire a lawyer to sue. 

We note that in its January 2025 report, the Climate Advisory Team (“CAT”) 

created by the Governor endorsed “efforts to establish a separate disaster mitigation 

fund that would provide benefits to Hawaii residents,” including specifically for wildfires. 

(CAT Report at 36.)   The Wildfire Recovery Fund meets the criteria recommended by 

the CAT for recovery legislation. (CAT Report, App’x F.) 

The original version of the bill proposes that Hawaiian Electric’s initial 

contribution to the fund be $1 billion and be included in rates like all other costs related 

to providing essential utility services, including wildfire insurance premiums  To reduce 

the cost to customers, the bill proposes that this amount be securitized, which will result 

in a rate of about $4 per month for the typical residential customer. In addition, the bill 

includes a unique refund mechanism described below. The original version of the bill 

also proposes a $5 million shareholder-funded contribution for the start-up costs of the 

fund.   

Protect customers from cost increases caused by utilities’ exposure to unlimited 

wildfire liability  

Creating forward-looking financial protection for potential future catastrophic 

wildfires is a key part of restoring Hawaiian Electric’s credit rating. Utility credit rating 

and cost of capital are directly correlated to wildfire risk. Cost of capital is accounted for 

in the rate making process and directly impacts customer rates.  As illustrated below, 
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just as credit score affects consumers in buying a home, a utility’s credit rating and cost 

of capital directly results in higher costs to customers, all else being equal. 

 

Addressing the problem of wildfire liability thus protects customers.   

Wildfire risk exists, not due to any one entity, but as a result of a number of 

factors, including climate change and land management practices.  Hawaiian Electric is 

taking vital steps to reduce wildfire risk. However, we can’t completely eliminate that 

risk.  And unlike an unregulated, private company, Hawaiian Electric has a duty to 

serve; it cannot decide to stop serving customers when the risk becomes too high in the 

environment in which it serves.  

Without some financial protection in place to eliminate unlimited liability from 

future wildfires, regulated utilities like Hawaiian Electric risk losing access to capital on 

reasonable terms or at all, even as they need such capital to provide essential services 

and to make critical infrastructure investments in wildfire safety, resiliency, reliability, 

and the advancement of state energy policy.  
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To protect customers from these negative effects, the bill would reasonably 

mitigate the risk of unlimited financial liability from wildfires.  It would do so, in part, by 

means of an aggregate cap on payments through the administrative process and 

litigation for property damages only.  An aggregate cap reflects a reasonable balance 

between the interests of those who suffer losses from a wildfire and the interests of 

everyone in obtaining reliable, safe, and affordable electricity.   And it reflects the 

modern reality that even when a utility’s facilities ignite a fire, whether it is immediately 

extinguished or spreads depends on many factors that are outside the utility’s control.  

This bill is necessary for the utility to begin the stepwise process of restoring its credit 

rating to pre-fire levels.   

 

Once the utilities are able to regain investment grade credit rating, the cost 

savings to customers can more than offset the cost of financing the $1 billion dollar fund 

(estimated as ~$4 for the typical residential customer), as illustrated below. 
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The original version of the bill also includes a unique refund provision. Over the 

past year, work done by hundreds of Hawaiian Electric employees has already reduced 

the potential for a fire ignited by our equipment by approximately 60 percent, according 

to a nationally recognized wildfire prevention specialist. The implementation of wildfire 

mitigation plans by contributor utilities is expected to further reduce risk over time. The 

bill provides that, in ten years, the Legislature will assess whether reduced risk means 

the fund can give money back to customers, with interest.  

Preserve accountability 

The original version of the bill will also help keep Hawaii safer from wildfires. The 

bill allows utilities to participate, so long as they demonstrate a commitment to Hawai‘i 

wildfire safety by having a PUC-accepted wildfire mitigation plan. PUC acceptance and 

oversight ensures that utilities are held accountable to prudently protect the public from 
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wildfire risk. Furthermore, the bill requires utilities to replenish the fund from 

shareholders, should they be found to have acted imprudently in the event of a future 

fire.  

Importantly, we emphasize that this bill does not apply to claims arising from the 

August 2023 event—it is a forward-looking bill. Hawaiian Electric has entered a global 

settlement to resolves those claims, including a commitment to make almost $2 billion in 

payments funded by shareholders, not customers.   

Shareholder Contributions 

The most significant change in the HD1 version of HB 982 is that it adjusts the 

initial contributions of investor-owned electric utilities (that is, Hawaiian Electric), so 

shareholders pay $505 million, and ratepayers pay $500 million.  We understand the 

desire to minimize burdens on ratepayers, but this amendment will have exactly the 

opposite effect. It will make the fund inoperative - negating all of its benefits, including 

the benefit of reducing rates by supporting Hawaiian Electric’s credit rating.  And it is fair 

for customers to contribute the full amount into the fund, just as they contribute the full 

amount for insurance; shareholders should contribute only after it is determined that the 

company’s imprudent actions led to a fire.  

As a practical matter, Hawaiian Electric shareholders cannot contribute $505 

million to the fund. Our shareholders are already paying nearly $2 billion to settle the 

Maui Fires cases, of which we still need to raise $1.5 billion. And Hawaiian Electric 

shareholders will continue to face significant exposure if the bill as originally proposed is 

enacted, including replenishment of the fund if the PUC finds Hawaiian Electric’s 

imprudence caused a future catastrophic wildfire, as well as claims that aren’t covered 
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by the fund, such as wrongful death and personal injury, and claims for fires that destroy 

less than 500 structures.   

We recognize that the California law required shareholders to contribute 50% of 

that fund. But Hawaii is not California, and Hawaiian Electric is not PG&E or Southern 

California Edison. The California fund was created after a series of catastrophic 

wildfires, where utilities were the only defendants. Our history is different. And Hawaiian 

Electric is far smaller than the California utilities. The California utilities could afford to 

make a shareholder contribution; we cannot. In California, moreover, wildfires were 

viewed as a utility problem only; in Hawaii, we have come to understand that wildfires 

are the result of many factors and call for whole-of-society solutions, which further 

supports our position that customers should contribute 100% of the fund, and 

shareholders should not contribute unless and until the utility is found to have acted 

imprudently. 

The fund also provides substantial benefits to ratepayers—which is why it is 

reasonable that ratepayers are funding it. As noted above, it would help to lower 

Hawaiian Electric’s cost of capital and bring down rates overall and help to support 

wildfire mitigation efforts and investments. And the fund operates as a kind of alternative 

wildfire insurance. Under longstanding regulatory precedent, if Hawaiian Electric simply 

sought to increase its wildfire insurance, the cost of premiums would reasonably be paid 

by ratepayers.  Shareholders should not be penalized just because we have proposed 

an alternative structure that better protects ratepayers. Indeed, unlike regular insurance, 

ratepayers stand to receive a refund, with interest; the fund is better for ratepayers than 

wildfire liability insurance, for which premiums are paid and never recovered. 
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Conclusion 

We believe this bill is in the public interest and protects the people of Hawaii, 

while reasonably balancing stakeholder interests. Solving the impacts of climate change 

on our State must be addressed collectively and collaboratively. Please pass HB 982, 

HD1, with the proposed amendments regarding shareholder contribution. 

 
  



 

 

 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF  

HB 982 HD1 
 

BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

 AND 
JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

 
HB 982 HD1 -Relating to Wildfires 

Thursday, February 13, 2025 
10:00 AM; Conference Room 329 

 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe and Members of the 
Committees, 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 982 HD1 Relating to Wildfires. My 
name is Eric Wright and I serve as President of Par Hawaii. Par Hawaii is the largest local 
supplier of fuels, including various grades of utility fuels, as well as diesel, jet fuel, gasoline and 
propane. 

 
HB 982 HD1 is a proactive approach to dealing with economic losses from a wildfire. The 
process that HB 982 HD1 would put in place would help ensure that Hawaiian Electric can 
attract investors in the capital markets. It would address the uncertainty associated with wildfire 
risks, an issue that is well documented by rating agencies such as Fitch1 and Moody’s2. Other 
states have taken similar measures. 

 
One of the underappreciated benefits of this legislation is the positive impact it has on Hawaii’s 
local companies. In the case of Par Hawaii, we are a fuel supplier to Hawaiian Electric. We 
depend on Hawaiian Electric’s ability to access capital and make timely payments on its 
obligations. 

 
Similarly, there are several independent power producers3 who are critical to our daily lives 
because they produce and sell power to Hawaiian Electric. Additionally, there are potentially 
hundreds of local contractors and vendors who do business with Hawaiian Electric. These 
companies all depend on Hawaiian Electric to pay its bills on time. In turn, these companies are 
able to cover the cost of their business, including salaries and wages for their employees, as well 
as payments to local contractors and vendors. 

 
The benefits of HB 982 HD1 go well beyond Hawaiian Electric by providing assurance to many 
local companies, and their employees, who do business with Hawaiian Electric. 

 
1 https://www.fitchratings.com/research/corporate-finance/fitch-affirms-hawaiian-electric-industries-hawaiian- 
electric-co-at-b-removes-negative-watch-25-10-2024 

 

2 https://events.moodys.com/2024-miu22138-investor-breakfast-briefing/liability-reform-will-be-key-to-support- 
credit-quality-of-utilities-in-wildfire-prone-states 

 

3 https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/about-us/power-facts 
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that ensure providers are not frustrated in fulfilling their authorization (and obligation) to 

provide important cable television services under the terms of franchises maintained with 

the State.  Moreover, the opportunity to efficiently offer important broadband, voice and 

mobile services provided over communication networks, which are typically attached to 

utility poles pursuant to agreements with HECO, would also be compromised. Without our 

proposed amendment, this provision could violate the Contracts Clause of the U.S. 

Constitution, which restricts the power of states to disrupt existing contractual 

arrangements1. 

Specifically, we suggest the amending Section A-9, Page 19, Lines 3-8:   

(b) No suit, claim, arbitration, or other civil legal action 

for indemnity or contribution for amounts paid, or that may be 

paid, as a result of a covered catastrophic wildfire, may be 

instituted or maintained by any persons or entities against 

contributors or their affiliates, employees, agents, or insurers 

for qualifiedying damages; provided, however, that this section 

shall not affect the rights of any persons or entities with a 

preexisting agreement with a contributor or its affiliates that 

contains a contractual indemnity provision. 

Joint and Several Liability  

 
1 U.S. Const., Art. I, § 10, cl. 1; Galima v. Ass'n of Apartment Owners of Palm Ct. by & Through Bd. of Directors, 453 
F. Supp. 3d 1334, 1355 (D. Haw. 2020). 















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 12, 2025 

 
 
Scot Matayoshi, Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
415 South Beretania Street, Rm 422 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
 
and 
 
David A. Tarnas, Chair 
House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 
415 South Beretania Street, Rm 442 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 

 
Re: House Bill 982 (Relating to Wildfires) 
 Hearing Date: February 13, 2025 
 Time:  10:00 a.m.                   
 

Chairs Matayoshi, Tarnas and Committee Members: 
 

Thank you for hearing this bill and for this opportunity to testify in support of House    
Bill 982, HD1. 
 
The International Union of Painters and Allied trades, District Council 50, is an 

organization that consists of five (5) local unions: the Painters, Local 1971; the Glaziers 
Architectural and Glass Metal Workers, Local 1889; the Carpet Linoleum and Soft Tile, Local 
1926; the Drywall, Tapers Finishers, Local 1944; and the Pearl Harbor Metal Trades 
Specialty Workers, Local 1941 ï in all, approximately two thousand (2000) members 
statewide. 
 
 Given the ongoing threat of extreme weather events like wildfires, it is only prudent that 
we begin taking measures to prevent such events from happening, as well as preparing for 
the financial consequences of any such event in the future.  This measure is based on 
legislation from other jurisdictions that, like us, have suffered from wildfires, and we believe 
that it will provide a fair and efficient process for both the prevention of wildfires and 
expediting recovery from a wildfire for those impacted. 
  
Thank you again for this opportunity to voice our support for this measure. 
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HB-982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/12/2025 7:01:07 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/13/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Valentino Ceria 
Plumbers & Fitters UA 

Local 675 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Plumbers & Fitters Local 675 was founded in 1919 and received its charter from the United 

Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipefitting Industry of the 

United States. Our members provide quality and reliable work on projects including, but not 

limited to, power plants, water treatment plants, oil refineries, hospitals, government and 

commercial buildings, hotels and luxury resorts, high-rise condominiums, and single-family 

homes in residential neighborhoods across the State. 

 

The Plumbers & Fitters Local 675 support HB982 that establishes the Wildfire Recovery Fund 

which provides efficient compensation for property damage resultng from a future catastrophic 

wildfire where a regulated utility may have contributed to its cause and further, provides 

mechanisms to protect the financial integrity of the regulated utility involved. 

 

It is important that the State be ready to respond to another catastrophic wildfire in the 

unfortunate event that it should occur. We believe this measure is a good step towards protecting 

Hawaii's residents and families by establishing a process to help residents and businesses recover 

from the negative economic impact these disasters bring. 

 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 

Valentino Ceria 
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HB-982-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 10:07:54 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/13/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chuck Lyons Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

The intent seems to be fine, but I question the priority. The residents of Hawaii would be better 

served by expending funds to BURY utility lines. 

Burying utility lines would be a preventative action to minimize the need for financial 

compensation. 

I question the 500 structure metric. How was that derived? From where? What is the rationale? 

I oppose HB982 as it is currently written. 

  

  

 











 

  

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE AND 

JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

HB 982 HD1 
Relating to Wildfires 

 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 

10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Joanna Markle 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Joanna Markle and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  

 



 

  

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE AND 

JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

HB 982 HD1 
Relating to Wildfires 

 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 

10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Patsy Nanbu 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Patsy Nanbu and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 982. 
The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the utility 
to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a viable fund, 
since the companyôs financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get access to such 
funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utilityôs infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our stateôs largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This billôs purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaiiôs economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE AND 

JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

HB 982 HD1 
Relating to Wildfires 

 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 

10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Lyanne Hiromoto 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Lyanne Hiromoto and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE AND 

JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

HB 982 HD1 
Relating to Wildfires 

 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 

10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Karen Hirota 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Karen Hirota and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the companyôs financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utilityôs infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our stateôs largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This billôs purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaiiôs economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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HB 982 HD1 
Relating to Wildfires 

 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 

10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Kristen Okinaka 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Kristen Okinaka and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawai‘i needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawai‘i families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawai‘i’s economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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Relating to Wildfires 

 
Thursday, February 13, 2025 

10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Shannon Asato 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Shannon Asato and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Shelley Takasato 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Shelley Takasato and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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Submitted by Grant Imamura  

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Grant Imamura and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 

being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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Relating to Wildfires


Thursday, February 13, 2025

10:00 AM


State Capitol, Conference Room 329


Submitted by Jamie Lee


Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees,


My name is Jamie Lee and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 982. 
The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the utility 
to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a viable fund, 
since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get access to such 
funding. 


The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 
wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court. 


While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 
being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy. 


I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 
proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support. 
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Thursday, February 13, 2025 
10:00 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

Submitted by Everett A. Lacro 

Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 

My name is Everett Lacro and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 
wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 
being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy.  

I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 
proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important initiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by James Hill 

 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 
My name is James Hill and I am testifying in support of the original 
version of HB 982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed 
requirement for the utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to 
the creation of a viable fund, since the company’s financial status would make it difficult for the 
utility to get access to such funding. 
 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 
wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to 
address 
 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court. 
While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 
being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
Hawaii’s economy. 
 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 
proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important initiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support. 
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State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 
Submitted by Michelle Orian-Lau 

 
 
Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 
 

My name is Michelle Orian-Lau and I am testifying in support of the original version of 
HB 982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for 
the utility to provide a significant amount to the fund wouldn’t be viable since the company’s 
financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get access to such funding.  

 
The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 

wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaiʻi needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

 
We all hope that nothing like what happened in West Maui ever happens again. But this 

proposed bill helps to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the 
unthinkable occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could 
provide Hawaiʻi families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a 
future catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the 
participating regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our state’s 
largest electric utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to 
reduce the financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help 
support Hawaiʻi’s economy.  

 
I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 

proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important initiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE AND 

JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

HB 982 HD1 
Relating to Wildfires 

Thursday, February 13, 2025 
10:00 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

Submitted by Kenneth Chan 

Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 

My name is Kenneth Chan and I am testifying in support of the original version of 
HB 982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed 
requirement for the utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be 
detrimental to the creation of a viable fund, since the company’s financial status would 
make it difficult for the utility to get access to such funding.  

The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future 
catastrophic wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utility’s infrastructure. Given 
various factors affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a 
proactive approach to address the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As 
other states vulnerable to wildfires have done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery 
fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic wildfire, providing an option to 
people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill 
is being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the 
unthinkable occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims 
that could provide Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property 
damage claims from a future catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the 
creditworthiness of the participating regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The 
economic viability of our state’s largest electric utility is important to the economic 
viability of our state. This bill’s purpose is to reduce the financial uncertainty created by 
the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support Hawaii’s economy.  

I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the 
contributions being proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today 
to allow the discussion to continue on this very important initiative. Thank you for the 
opportunity to share support.  
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CO!SUMER PROTECTIO! & COMMERCE A!D 

JUDICIARY & HAWAIIA! AFFAIRS 

HB 982 HD1 
Relating to Wildfires 

Thursday, February 13, 2025 
10:00 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

Submitted by Michael Chang 

Dear Chairs Matayoshi and Tarnas, Vice Chairs Chun and Poepoe, and Members of the 
Committees, 

My name is Michael Chang and I am testifying in support of the original version of HB 
982. The recent amendment in the HD1 version of the bill and its proposed requirement for the 
utility to provide a significant amount to the Fund would be detrimental to the creation of a 
viable fund, since the companyÕs financial status would make it difficult for the utility to get 
access to such funding.  

The original version of HB 982 proposed a solution in the event of a future catastrophic 
wildfire that could be caused by a regulated utilityÕs infrastructure. Given various factors 
affecting our environment, including extreme weather, HB 982 is a proactive approach to address 
the economic threat of a future catastrophic wildfire. As other states vulnerable to wildfires have 
done, Hawaii needs to establish a recovery fund that can pay claims faster after a catastrophic 
wildfire, providing an option to people without the expense and uncertainty of going to court.  

While I hope nothing like what happened in West Maui ever occurs again, this bill is 
being proposed to ensure availability of resources for our local families should the unthinkable 
occur. It would create a future wildfire recovery fund for potential victims that could provide 
Hawaii families with an efficient option for recovering property damage claims from a future 
catastrophic wildfire. In addition, this bill would protect the creditworthiness of the participating 
regulated utilities that contribute to the fund. The economic viability of our stateÕs largest electric 
utility is important to the economic viability of our state. This billÕs purpose is to reduce the 
financial uncertainty created by the risk of future catastrophic wildfires and to help support 
HawaiiÕs economy.  

I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 
proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support.  

	







HB-982-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 9:39:43 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/13/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharon Hayashi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

supporting bill. 

 





HB-982-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 9:48:50 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/13/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lyle HIromoto Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support. 

 







I support HB 982 HD1 and request that the committee reconsider the contributions being 
proposed to be paid by the utility. We request that the bill pass today to allow the discussion to 
continue on this very important intiative. Thank you for the opportunity to share support. 

 



HB-982-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 9:54:19 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/13/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donna P. Van Osdol Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill, but request that the committee reconsider the contributions being proposed to 
be paid by the utility. Please pass this bill out so further discussion can be continued on this 
important initiative.  

  

Thank you, 

Donna Van Osdol 
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HB-982-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 8:16:56 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/13/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin K. Holu Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii Teamsters Local 996 in strong support of HB982 HD1 relating to wildfires.  
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