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Statement of 
DEAN MINAKAMI 

Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
Before the 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
February 25, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

State Capitol, Room 308 

In consideration of 
H.B. 739 HD2 

RELATING TO HOUSING 

Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and members of the Committee.   

HHFDC supports HB 739 HD2, which establishes the Kamaaina Homes Program 
under the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC) to provide 
funding from the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund to the counties to purchase voluntary 
deed restrictions from eligible homeowners or homebuyers.   

HHFDC is in full support of the program’s goal of creating an inventory of homes for 
local residents.  

We request clarification on whether the annual lump sum can be used for administrative 
costs for both HHFDC and the counties.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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The measure has a defective effective date of July 1, 3000.  

 

DOTAX requests that if this bill is passed, section 5 take effect on January 1, 2026, 

to allow for form and instruction changes necessary to implement the proposed 

conveyance tax exemption.  

  

DOTAX estimates the following revenue losses: 

General Fund Impact ($ millions) 

FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029 FY 2030 FY 2031 

-0.9 -1.9 -2.0 -2.1 -2.2 -2.3 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.  
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February 24, 2025 2O25‘HOU'031

The Honorable Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair
The Honorable Jenna Takenouchi, Vice Chair

and Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawai‘i State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Committee Members:

SUBJECT: Testimony Supporting the Intent of HB739 HD2 — Relating to Housing

The Office of Housing supports the intent of HB739 HD2 that would establish the
Kama‘éina Homes Program to incentivize the deeded reservation of homes for local residents.
This bill would enable the Hawai‘i Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC) to
allocate funds from the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund (DURF) to the counties for the purpose of
purchasing deed restrictions from eligible homeowners or homebuyers on a voluntary basis to
ensure the property is available for local residents in perpetuity.

With the alarming rate of out-migration from our islands, we recognize the need to
innovate to find additional ways to not only create new housing, but also preserve existing units
within the existing housing stock for local residents. While the City appreciates this proposal to
help house local residents, we have several concerns that may require additional study and
discussion if a successful deed restriction program is to be implemented. Our concerns relate to
capacity challenges, lack of positions and staff, potential impacts to real property tax revenues,
eligibility criteria, implementation timelines, enforceability, and the actual effectiveness of this
program in Honolulu at a heightened scale compared to Vail with a resident population of 4,521
as of 2023.

HB739 HD2 requires that counties be responsible for administering, validating evidence,
and ensuring compliance with the proposed program. While the bill allows the counties to
establish and collect fees and premiums to cover these costs, there is no dedicated funding
source to establish and stand-up full-time equivalent (FTE) positions to administer, train, and
enforce the program, or meet the annual reporting requirements that will continue for the length
of recorded deed restrictions, potentially into perpetuity, even if program funding is terminated at
some point in the future.
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The City and County of Honolulu does not currently have the capacity to administer this
program and the bill’s language is unclear if a portion of the DURF funds provided to the
counties could be used for administrative funding purposes. Additionally, the City is not currently
in the business of purchasing and owning deed restrictions as this process usually is conducted
by an applicant or homebuyer directly through the Hawai‘i State Bureau of Conveyances. If the
City was to take on this responsibility, we would need appropriate funding and time to either
onboard new staff with the required expertise, train new and existing staff, or contract out to a
third-party entity. The time and skill required to negotiate the price of a deed restriction on a
case-by-case basis alone would require extensive costs and may require clarification that these
purchases are in the public interest, despite being exempt from the procurement process.

Acknowledging the many issues associated with deeded restrictive housing
requirements, we appreciate this bold attempt to provide housing inventory dedicated to
residents. Local families need affordable housing options. Given our concerns with this
particular proposal, if this measure is to move fon/vard, we request these issues be addressed
as the discussions continue. The City and County of Honolulu wants to be part of a solution that
protects housing inventory for our local families, but we need the funding, capacity, and
expertise to make this work.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely, € 

Kevin D. Auger
Executive Director

APPROVED:

Michael D. Formby, Managing Director Designate
Office of the Managing Director
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contribute to the overall economic health of our state. Senate Bill 490 can play a pivotal role in 
achieving these economic benefits.  Having affordable housing enables working families stay 
together and help support older adults to age in place. This stability is essential for the well-being 
of our aging population 
 
H.B. 739, HD2 represents a thoughtful and balanced approach to addressing our state's housing 
challenges. By establishing the Kamaaina Homes program,  Hawaii can make significant strides 
towards ensuring that all residents have access to safe, affordable, and stable housing. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support.  
 
. 
 
 



 

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate professionals 
who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics. 
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February 25, 2025 
 

The Honorable Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair 
House Committee on Finance 
State Capitol, Conference Room 308 & Videoconference 
 
RE: House Bill 739, HD2, Relating to Housing 
 

HEARING: Tuesday, February 25, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee: 
 

My name is Lyndsey Garcia, Director of Advocacy, testifying on behalf of the 
Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawaii and its 
over 10,000 members. HAR provides comments on House Bill 739, HD2, which 
establishes the Kamaaina Homes Program to provide funding to the counties to 
purchase voluntary deed restrictions from eligible homeowners or 
homebuyers.  Effective 7/1/3000. 

 
Hawai‘i REALTORS® supports the creation of more workforce housing for Hawaii 

residents. We do however have concerns that the deed restrictions contained in this 
measure are in perpetuity. Having deed restrictions on a property in perpetuity can be 
problematic especially in land use planning, as communities can change and uses for a 
property may need to change as well over time. We respectfully suggest that the deed 
restrictions be amortized over 10 years but are open to other proposals for alternative 
timeframes. We look forward to further discussions on this matter. 
 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 
 







http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JHA&year=2025


 
 
 
 

Testimony of the Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice 
Support for HB739 HD2 – Relating to Housing 

House Committee on Finance 
Tuesday, February 25, 2025 at 10:00AM | Conf. Rm. 308  and via Videoconference 

 

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee: 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of HB739 HD2, which would establish 
the “Kama’aina Homes Program” which would provide funding to counties to purchase voluntary 
deed restrictions to preserve our existing housing stock for residents. 

This legislation is thoughtful and based on successful models like the “Vail InDEED” program in 
Colorado which is a nationally recognized model being duplicated in many jurisdictions across 
the country1. The program has been successful in housing Vail’s workforce and has been an 
efficient use of tax payer money–in 2020 it was reported that the InDEED program acquired 153 
units costing $10.5M through the voluntary deed restriction program in comparison to when the 
town purchased a 288 unit apartment for $200M2. 

Under current market conditions, Hawaii’s soaring housing costs–now with median home prices 
exceeding $900,0003 –have made homeownership unattainable for many local families. 
According to UHERO’s “Hawaii Housing Factbook 2024,” only 20% of residents can afford to 
purchase a home in the current market4. This program tackles this pressing issue by creating a 
dedicated stock of housing units exclusively reserved for local residents, effectively establishing 
a “locals-only” housing market. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 

Sincerely, 

Arjuna Heim 
Director of Housing Policy 

4 https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/HawaiiHousingFactbook2024.pdf  
3 https://www.locationshawaii.com/learn/market-reports/hawaii-statewide-real-estate-report/  
2 https://www.vaildaily.com/news/vail-indeed-program-earns-national-recognition-for-innovation/  
1 https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study-081121.html  

https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/HawaiiHousingFactbook2024.pdf
https://www.locationshawaii.com/learn/market-reports/hawaii-statewide-real-estate-report/
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/vail-indeed-program-earns-national-recognition-for-innovation/
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study-081121.html




 
 

 
The House Committee on Housing  
 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 11th, 2025 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB739: RELATING TO HOUSING 
 
The Hawaii State Youth Commission (HiYC) was established to “advise the governor and 
legislature on the effects of legislative policies, needs, assessments, priorities, programs, and 
budgets concerning the youth of the state.” We are writing in support of HB739.  
 
Kama‘āina today face a significant housing crisis. On O‘ahu, the median home selling price is 
$750,000, with Maui experiencing prices exceeding this amount. Between 2019 and 2023, the 
median income for local households was $104,000. Housing prices have been rising 
exponentially, and without a steady income to keep pace, local workers are forced to purchase 
homes by taking out high-interest loans or, in many cases, moving out of state. As such, 
out-migration has been on the rise on a disproportionate scale, further weakening the local 
workforce.    
 
Establishing the Kama‘āina Homes Program would provide necessary relief to local residents 
and expand homeownership opportunities for Kama‘āina under deed restrictions. The deed 
restrictions within the program would limit out-of-state investors’ and prospective buyers’ ability 
to purchase property in the future. Instead of heading toward a lucrative real estate market 
supported by out-of-state buyers, the government should seek to remedy the Kama‘āina who 
have worked on these islands for generations and are in desperate need of housing. Moreover, 
HB739 enables municipalities to offer secured loans and financial aid to lower-income residents.  
 
Most importantly, this program would have long-term benefits for local workers and families. The 
pressing housing crisis undeniably affects the youth today, and thus, the issues it entails involve 
our current youth. We urge the government to implement programs to make the housing market 
more stable and less speculative. By focusing on local residents, HB739 provides a practical 
and sustainable path for Hawaii’s housing market in the future. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our testimony in support of this vital bill. 
 
The Hawaiʻi State Youth Commission 
 
hawaiistateyc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:hawaiistateyc@gmail.com
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February 23, 2025 
 
Chair, Kyle Yamashita 
House Finance Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
 
Re: Testimony in support of HB 739 HD 2 Relating to Housing 
 
Avalon Group through its subsidiary Avalon Development Company is an active developer of 
housing in Hawaii.  We support HB 739 and request your approval. 
 
This innovative concept will let counties purchase voluntary deed restrictions that require the oc-
cupants to be kamaaina of Hawaii.  In the long run, this concept will help preserve more homes 
to be available for the Kamaaina families. 
 
This concept will not solve the housing crises nor increase the housing supply.  However, it is a 
tool that has worked in Veil, another tourism based highly desirable, high-cost locale like Ha-
waii.   We need to have many tools in our bucket to help our local residents compete for and af-
ford housing.   
 
The key aspects of the proposal is that it remains voluntary. Often, well meaning legislation turn 
into high-cost requirements or become market disruptions that add barriers to housing develop-
ment.  Building housing is already difficult without more requirements being added.  HB 739 is a 
fresh innovative tool that neither hinders or adds requirements.  It is a concept worthwhile of 
your approval. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Christine Camp 
President & CEO 
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February 25, 2025 

House Committee on Finance 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

RE: SUPPORT for HB 739 HD2 - RELATING TO HOUSING 

 

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, 

 

On behalf of Hawai‘i YIMBY, we are writing in support of HB 739 HD2 which would 

establish the Kama‘āina Homes Program, funding and allowing counties to purchase 

voluntary deed restrictions from eligible homeowners and homebuyers. 

We believe in fixing incentives, and this includes creating innovative and targeted 

incentives. Hawai‘i homebuyers continue to struggle to compete with non-Hawai‘i buyers 

both because of lack of funds and a non-dedicated housing stock. This innovative 

incentive will let counties purchase voluntary deed restrictions that require the 

owner-occupant and/or renters be recently retired from or be a full time employee of a 

Hawai‘i business, with appropriate protections for those experiencing involuntary 

unemployment or disability. In the long-term, more homes volunteer for the deed 

restriction creating a stock of homes dedicated to those who work and live in Hawai‘i. 

This alone will neither solve the housing crisis, nor increase housing supply, however, it is a 

long range approach to incentivize homebuyers and homeowners to dedicate their home 

to local working families of tomorrow. 

Hawai‘i YIMBY (Yes In My Backyard) is a volunteer-led grassroots advocacy organization 

dedicated to supporting bold and effective solutions for Hawai‘i’s devastating housing 

crisis. Our members are deeply concerned about Hawai‘i’s chronic and worsening housing 
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Hawai‘i YIMBY 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
hawaiiyimby.org 

info@hawaiiyimby.org 
 

shortage, which has caused home prices to rise much faster than incomes and pushes 

thousands of kamaʻāina out to the mainland or into homelessness every single year. 

We ask your support for this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Sincerely, 

Damien Waikoloa 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 

 

Edgardo Díaz Vega 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 
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Mahalo.  



Date:  February 25, 2025 

To: Chair Yamashita and Members of the House Committee on Finance 

From:  Je� Esmond 

Subject: HB739 HD2 Related to Housing -  In Support 

 

I am currently the Chair of the Hawai’i State Commission on Fatherhood and would like to 
o�er personal testimony in support of HB739 HD2. 

In the spirit of the Commission of Fatherhood, whose intent is to improve the lives of the 
keiki of Hawaii, I believe that additional housing opportunities for families will do just that. 

 



https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/census/popestimate/2023/county-pop/2023_daily_est_counties.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/census/popestimate/2023/county-pop/2023_daily_est_counties.pdf
https://holomuacollective.org/survey/


https://www.vail.gov/government/departments/housing/vailindeed
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February 25, 2025 
 
Committee:  House Committee on Finance 
Bill Number:  HB739 HD2, Relating to Housing 
Hearing Date and Time:  February 25, 2025, 10:00am 
Re:     Testimony of HPM Building Supply in Support  
 
Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Committee Members"!
  
I would like to submit this testimony in support of HB739 HD2, Relating to Housing. The purpose of 
HB739 HD2 is to create a dedicated local housing market through the establishment of the Kama‘!ina 
Homes Program. 
  
HPM Building Supply is a 100% employee-owned company serving Hawaii's home improvement 
market and building industry for over 100 years since 1921. With 18 locations across Hawai‘i and 
Washington State, HPM offers various services and products, including retail stores, building supply 
and lumber yards, home design centers, drafting and design services, and manufacturing facilities. 
HPM is dedicated to enhancing homes, improving lives, and transforming communities.   
 
A significant portion of our workforce consists of skilled tradespeople like carpenters, electricians, and 
plumbers, all of whom are integral to the construction process. However, as housing prices rise and 
rental prices soar, these workers are forced to leave the state in search of more affordable living 
situations. The result is a shortage of skilled labor in the construction sector, leading to delays and 
higher costs for homeowners and developers alike. The Kama‘!ina Homes Program offers a solution to 
this by ensuring that local workers have a place to live in the same communities where they work. 
 
HB 739 HD2’s approach—creating deed-restricted housing dedicated to local working residents—will 
help stabilize the housing market by giving local workers a fighting chance in a competitive market in 
which wealthier non-residents often have an advantage. With more local residents able to afford 
homes and stay in the state we will have a stronger, more sustainable construction industry that 
benefits everyone, from homeowners to contractors and beyond. 
 
I ask for your support of HB739 HD2, as it provides the foundation for a more robust, locally 
employed, and efficient building industry that will meet the needs of Hawaii’s growing population.!
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jason Fujimoto 
Chairman & CEO 
!
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Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
PO Box 3043 

Honolulu, HI 96802-3043 
 

February 25, 2025 

TO: Chair Yamashita and Members of the Finance Committee 
RE: HB 739, HD2 RELATING TO HOUSING. 
 
Dear Chair Yamashita and Committee Members, 
 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future is a nonprofit dedicated to creating opportunities for 
Hawai‘i’s next generation by ending the workforce housing shortage. 
 
We support the establishment of the Kamaaina Homes Program through HB 739, HD2. 
 
The Kamaaina Homes Program is modeled on a similar program in Vail, Colorado. Like 
many of Hawai‘i’s communities, Vail is heavily reliant on tourism. Furthermore, 
tourism has adversely impacted their locality’s supply of affordable housing. The 
housing shortage leads to a workforce shortage. As HHF concluded in our sixth policy 
brief, the Vail InDeed model is uniquely tailored to Hawai‘i’s housing constraints.1  
 
Deed restrictions can preserve local housing supply. By purchasing deed restrictions 
from homeowners, county governments can ensure deed-restricted homes remain 
permanently affordable for residents.  
 
Under this program, residents who work at least thirty hours per week in the 
community, or who meet another set condition, are eligible to live in these 
deed-restricted homes. This program will foster a new, permanent affordable housing 
market for working residents.  
  
We are grateful for your careful consideration of HB 739, HD2.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
Lee Wang​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Perry Arrasmith 
Executive Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Director of Policy 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future​ ​ ​ ​ Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
lee@hawaiisfuture.org ​ ​ ​ ​ perry@hawaiisfuture.org  

1 Housing Hawai‘i's Future. "Policy Brief #6: Deed Restrictions in Maui County." 2024. 
https://www.hawaiisfuture.org/resources/policy-brief-mau-deed-restrictions. 

hawaiisfuture.org 
 

mailto:lee@hawaiisfuture.org
mailto:perry@hawaiisfuture.org
https://www.hawaiisfuture.org/resources/policy-brief-mau-deed-restrictions
https://www.hawaiisfuture.org/resources/policy-brief-mau-deed-restrictions
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​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  LIMBYHawaii.org 
 
 
Aloha e Representatives, Chair, Vice Chair: 
 

Opposition to HB739/SB490 
 
We are testifying on behalf of Locals In My Backyard (LIMBY) Hawaiʻi. LIMBY Hawaiʻi is a hui 
of concerned kamaʻāina and kānaka advocating for solutions to our state’s housing crisis. 
 
We are concerned that NIMBYism has driven up costs and driven our friends and families out by 
opposing all development. We are equally concerned that the apparent answer to this, 
YIMBYism, insists that anything resembling true affordability is impossible and promotes 
building housing that gets bought by overseas investors. We won’t solve our housing woes 
without building more, but we won’t solve them by simply building more. 
 
The true solution is to create a housing market for locals: one that houses locals first, is tied to 
local wages, and is managed in trust. We detail real solutions to our housing woes on our 
website and through our newsletter. 
 
The future for kamaʻāina and kānaka will be LIMBY or Las Vegas. 
 
Deed restricted affordability purchased by the counties are a viable mechanism for perpetually 
affordable housing for local families and workers. This bill to that extent represents a step in the 
right direction. However, the bill contains a fairly hands off approach that may limit its impact.  
 
We offer comments and amendments. To better leverage this bill’s potential and the public’s 
investment in these units, the bill should be amended to: 
 

●​ allow counties to define qualified businesses and maintain a list of approved businesses 
●​ require that participants in this scheme pre-register with the county and that such 

registration be subject to residency and annual renewal and that eligibility be at least 
partially based on time spent on this list 

●​ require that applicants not own other real property nor substantial holdings in company 
whose sole or primary purpose is the management, ownership, or development of real 
property 

●​ wealth limits to insure these homes are going to actual kama’aina 
●​ limits on the amount gifted to the buyer for closing costs or downpayment from 

non-state programs or individuals 
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●​ requirements that any other publicly funded or charitable gifts covering the 
downpayment or closing costs be added to the value of the affordability easement further 
increasing affordability in event unit is resold 

●​ resale limits tied to local incomes 
●​ more stringent penalties for violation of the deeded restriction 

 
These will limit abuse of the program and better direct it towards the local working class. Funds 
will doubtless be limited for this program. It is therefore critical that those funds go towards 
long suffering locals. These amendments will achieve that. 
 
Pre-registration side steps the otherwise very loose requirements for “residency”. There is little 
more required to be a resident than to have an address here: which can be accomplished before 
one even arrives in Hawaiʻi. 
 
Annual renewal with a seniority criteria gives our keiki an advantage as they could register at 18, 
attend college, return home, and begin saving for a home all while moving up to the front of the 
line. This would allow them to be first in line above  someone who had just arrived with the 
funds to purchase a home. 
 
We believe the program outlined here is best understood as a way for local families to put down 
permanent roots. It should not be a rental program–indeed the ability to rent the property 
would seem to contradict some of the other requirements of this bill.  
 
To that end, if the property is going to be rented, there should be a cap on how much rent could 
be charged as a percentage of local incomes: rents should not exceed 100% of AMI. This would 
ensure that the property would continue to pay it forward as lower rents would enable local 
families to save for an eventual home of their own.  
 
This would also account for the fact that local incomes are skewed higher by those working 
multiple jobs and as remote work has exploded. 
 
However, properly understood this is a homeownership program. Not one for landlords. It 
thus makes little sense to subsidize landlords purchasing units via a program intended for 
homeownership. Thus it would be better that this property require an owner-occupant status. 
If the owner–living on the property–wishes to sublet a portion of the property under those 
terms that would be their own affair.  
 
As written the requirement that only a single-tenant on the property be working at a qualified 
local business is particularly onerous. It would allow for arrangements with exorbitant rents so 
long as a single tenant works at a local company. This does nothing for housing affordability. 
 
In a similar vein, there should be restrictions on ownership of real property by participants in 
this program. This should be for locals who want a place to live, not investors who want a home 
and a rental unit. Thus the program should require, via affidavit or other measure, that they 
attest to no ownership of other real property.  



 
Finally, our affordable home programs have an unfortunate tendency to flow units towards the 
wealthy. This is often done under the auspices of a “low-income” family member purchasing a 
unit with gifted funds. No one doubts their right to a home, however, members of the public 
whose family members can gift them a home are not who this program is best intended for and 
are certainly in less imminent danger of moving to the CONUS due to housing costs.  
 
We believe then limits on these gifted funds for closing costs or the downpayment should be 
limited. However, this need not include grant funds administered by other government or 
charitable institutions that would allow stacking and an increase in the overall affordability of 
the unit.  
 
Resale limits that tie this property to local income increases are similarly necessary. This is a 
public investment in property and we should exercise that option to the fullest extent. It should 
not be seen as a vehicle for private profit born on the backs of locals leaving and investors 
buying in. 
 
Finally our housing crisis is dire. We should not tolerate abuse of this program and the penalties 
for abuse of public funds sorely needed for affordable housing should be more stringent. 
 
As written this bill introduces some good ideas, but as written this bill will likely just mean that 
home prices go up. All it does is subsidize landlords with grants, thus meaning they can bid 
higher, while retaining no requirement for meaningful affordability. While the kernel of the bill 
is strong–deed restrictions–insufficient thought has been put into how to make that device 
achieve what lawmakers actually want: which is affordable housing.  
 
We urge the committee to either make these substantive amendments or drop the bill and try 
again next year.  
 
Me ka ha’aha’a 
Makana Hicks-Goo, 
Organizer on behalf of LIMBY Hawaiʻi  
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HB-739-HD-2 

Submitted on: 2/22/2025 8:44:01 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephany Vaioleti Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

We need creative sustainable solutions for our local families and generations to come.  This 

program is an investment for our children and their children.  I know families who have left the 

place they call home because of the high cost of living.  Our daughter, son-in-law and new 

grandchild may never be able to buy a home in this economy.  This program is a critical 

investment and one way to increase ownership and affordability for local families.  Please move 

this bill forward.  Mahalo 

 



HB-739-HD-2 

Submitted on: 2/22/2025 11:11:43 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ellen Godbey Carson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. It is an important step in helping us have more effective affordable housing 

programs.  

Thank you for your consideration of my testimony.  

Ellen Carson 

 







Committee:​ ​ ​ House Committee on Finance 
Bill Number:​ ​ ​ HB 739, RELATING TO HOUSING 
Hearing Date & Time:​​ February 25, 2025 at 10:00am 
Re:​ ​ ​ ​ Testimony of Malia Wisch in Support of HB739 
 
 
Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi and members of the committee:  
 
My name is Malia Wisch and I am a partner and creative director of the local branding and design 
agency Wall to Wall Studios. I am a third-generation Kailua resident and graduate of Hawaii’s 
public schools. 
 

 
 
I am testifying in support of HB739, which establishes the Kama‘āina Homes Program to provide 
funding to the counties to purchase voluntary deed restrictions from eligible homeowners or 
homebuyers.  
 
I am a local employer who struggles to hire locally and who has lost 3 employees – 2 of whom 
are native Hawaiian – to the mainland in the past few years. These are talented workers, and 
none of them wanted to leave. They made up a significant percentage of our staff. They simply 
couldn’t justify the sacrifice to be able to afford housing in Hawai‘i anymore.  
 
I had given up hope that there would be a constitutional way to give local working people a leg 
up in the insane local housing market, where we cannot compete with remote worker salaries or 
military housing allowances. 
 
The idea proposed in this bill is exciting and gives me new hope. It is a model that’s been 
successfully tested in communities with similar challenges and it makes use of existing housing. 
Maybe Hawai‘i can find and adopt creative solutions to keep our local talent working here at 
home, where they want to be. 
 
Our design business benefits from a nuanced understanding of local customs, language, humor 
and symbolism. More importantly, all of us enjoy the richness of this shared culture. We will lose it 
if the current mass exodus is not curtailed.  
 
I personally hope to apply for this. As a homeowner, I will gladly add the deed restriction to my 
house to ensure a local family has an advantage over a newcomer in buying this house one day. 
 
I urge the committee to pass HB739 HD2 to give local folks a fighting chance against outsiders, 
to retain local talent as well as the character of our home. 
 
Mahalo nui loa for considering my testimony in support of this important legislation. 
 
Sara Malia Wisch 
Partner and Creative Director 
Wall to Wall Studios, 1128 Nuuanu Ave #203, Honolulu, HI 96817 
malia@walltowall.com 

mailto:malia@wisch-design.com










https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/census/popestimate/2023/county-pop/2023_daily_est_counties.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/census/popestimate/2023/county-pop/2023_daily_est_counties.pdf
https://holomuacollective.org/survey/






HB-739-HD-2 

Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:13:07 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lawrence S Franco Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Deed Restriction Housing will be locals housing. We can no longer continue doing nothing to 

keep our young people in Hawaii to usher in local leadership for the future. To do that, we need 

housing for our local people and this legistaion accomplishes that goal. 

 







HB-739-HD-2 

Submitted on: 2/24/2025 10:16:42 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stacey Alapai Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support HB739 to create the voluntary kamaaina homes deed program. This is such an 

important piece of the affordable housing puzzle for families like mine. It could allow local 

families to keep their homes AND incentivize sellers to prioritize owner-occupants and local 

families in this very competitive housing market.  

We recently bought our home with lots of family help to preemptively ensure we aren't priced 

out in the future. We pay a much higher mortgage than what rent might be, but the added 

security of knowing we own is worth that to us. We were only able to purchase this home 

because the seller voluntarily chose us over a higher offer. They understood the importance of 

keeping our community locally owned. I would gladly volunteer for this program in order to 

lower our outrageous mortgage payment and reduce our cost of living.  

 

This bill would formalize these sentiments among our community and actually reward people 

who do the right thing and choose to sell locally instead of to the highest bidder. It also would 

provide relief to local homeowners struggling to pay their mortgage or maintain their properties.  

  

Please support this bill to ensure both short and long term affordability of housing for local 

families.  
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HB-739-HD-2 

Submitted on: 2/24/2025 4:30:27 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doris Matsunaga Save Medicaid Hawaii  Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Save Medicaid Hawaii supports HB739 HD2 
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HB-739-HD-2 

Submitted on: 2/24/2025 11:29:48 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cardenas Pintor Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I support this bill. 

Mahalo nui, 

Cardenas (Cards) Pintor 
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