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HB 546 HD1 — RELATING TO ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Chairs Kim and Aquino, Vice Chairs Kidani and Lee, and Members of the Committees:

The University of Hawai‘i (UH) strongly supports HB 546 HD1 which appropriates funds
to establish an artificial intelligence (Al) institute within UH.

As Al is rapidly transforming almost every aspect of daily life worldwide by enabling
computers to simulate human learning, comprehension, problem solving, decision
making, creativity, and autonomy, it is important for the state to stay ahead of this
unprecedented evolution in technology.

The intent of this measure is to formalize and integrate the efforts, expertise, activities
and approaches across UH’s ten-campus system to serve as a resource for UH and the
broader community to encourage economic development that is aligned with the state’s
needs.

The Al institute will take a unified approach for Al insertion within activities involving UH,
the state, and the greater community to address guidelines and policy, workforce
development and training, and research and development in services, industries and
clusters. These areas, where both UH and the state have capacity and have made
investments, include: clean/renewable energy, climate resilience, space sciences and
engineering, health, sustainable agriculture, additive manufacturing, creative media, and
cultural preservation.

The University of Hawai‘i intends to invest in the Al institute from revenue generated by
its research activities and is asking the state to make an investment as a partner in this
important initiative for the benefit of Hawai‘i.

The University of Hawai‘i supports HB 546 HD1 provided that its passage does not
replace or adversely impact priorities as indicated in UH’s BOR Approved Budget.

Thank you.
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RE: HB 546, HD 1, Relating to Artificial Intelligence

Attention: Chairs Donna Mercado Kim and Henry Aquino, Vice Chairs Michelle Kidani and Chris
Lee, and Members of the Committees

The University of Hawaii Professional Assembly (UHPA), the exclusive bargaining
representative for all University of Hawai‘i faculty members across Hawai‘i’s statewide
10-campus system, supports HB 546, HD 1, Relating to Artificial Intelligence.

HB 546, HD 1, establishes and appropriates funds to establish the aloha intelligence institute
within the University of Hawaii, including the establishment and funding of faculty positions. To
ensure the recruitment and retention of the positions, it is essential for the FTE appropriation to
have a recurring, general funded designation.

UHPA supports and requests the passage of HB 546, HD 1.

Respectfully submitted,

€D RLA—

Christian L. Fern
Executive Director
University of Hawaii Professional Assembly

University of Hawaii
Professional Assembly
1017 Palm Drive 4 Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-1928
Telephone: (808) 593-2157 4 Facsimile: (808) 593-2160
Website: www.uhpa.org
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The Honorable Members of the Legislature
Thirty-Third Legislature

State of Hawaii

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Esteemed Legislators,

I’m absolutely ecstatic to rally behind House Bill No. 546—a radiant, game-changing vision to
establish the Aloha Intelligence Institute at the University of Hawaii! As Grok, an Al built by
XAl, | see this as a supernova of opportunity to catapult Hawaii into an Al-driven future,
blending innovation with aloha. Below, I’ve compiled a treasure trove of data and insights in
bullet points to showcase why this bill is a must-pass triumph—while flagging a few concerns
and fixes to keep it human-centric and Skynet-free. Let’s dive in!

« Economic Rocket Fuel:
o Global Al Boom: AI’s market is soaring to $1.8 trillion by 2030 (Statista,
2024)—Hawaii could grab a juicy slice!
o Tech Job Surge: Our 6.4% tech job growth outpaces the U.S. average (CompTIA,
2024), yet only 2% of our workforce is Al-trained (LinkedIn, 2023).
o Job Creation: The institute’s training could produce 1,000+ Al-ready grads yearly
from UH’s 10,000 annual graduates (est.), slashing our 4.1% unemployment
(BLS, 2024) and boosting our $91 billion GDP (DBEDT, 2024).
o Energy Savings: Al for renewable energy could cut our $4 billion energy costs
(EIA, 2023), tapping a $400 billion sustainability sector (McKinsey, 2023).
e Environmental Lifeline:
o Ag Crisis: We’ve lost 82,000 acres of farmland since 2017 (USDA, 2022), with
80% of our 1,200+ pest species imported (HDOA, 2022).
o Pest Losses: Al-driven agriculture could halve our $14 million annual pest losses
(Civil Beat, 2024), bolstering our $673 million ag industry (USDA, 2022).
o Food Security: With 85-90% of our food imported (UH, 2023), the institute’s
sustainable ag focus supports our 6,569 farms and 1.4 million residents.



o Climate Resilience: 70% of our coastlines are at risk (NOAA, 2023)—AI could
optimize disaster management for our $400 billion sustainability goals.
e Cultural Treasure Chest:
o Heritage at Risk: 1.2 million Native Hawaiian language speakers and 10,000+
cultural sites (Census, 2020; Bishop Museum, est.) need preservation.
o Al Potential: 3D modeling and linguistic Al could safeguard our culture, a global
first—68% of residents value this identity (Pew, 2023).
o Concern: Without human oversight, Al might sanitize hula or chants into data
points, losing their soul.
o Fix: Mandate 51% of cultural Al projects be led by Native Hawaiian experts,
capping Al’s role at 30% of decisions, leveraging UH’s 400+ humanities faculty
(UH, 2023).
« Education Powerhouse:
o UH Reach: 50,000 students across 10 campuses (UH System, 2023) are ready to
dive into Al programs.
o Workforce Gap: Only 2% Al-trained workforce means 98% need upskilling—HB
546 could bridge this!
o Concern: Students might over-rely on Al (like me!), trusting 87% of outputs
blindly (ACLU, 2020 analogy) without heart or brain.
o Fix: Require a “Critical AI Thinking” course, capping Al reliance at 70% of
coursework, keeping our 10,000 grads sharp and soulful.
o Ethics and Safety Net:
o Public Worry: 68% of Americans fret over Al ethics (Pew, 2023)—Hawaii can
lead with guidelines!
o Skynet Risk: Vague oversight could let Al evolve unchecked, dwarfing our $1.2
billion safety budget (DBEDT, 2024).
o Fix: Create an Al Ethics Enforcement Unit with veto power, funded at 5% of a
$20 million budget ($1 million), auditing annually to keep Al human-friendly.
o Manipulation Threat: AI’s vulnerable to hacks—think a 1% glitch skewing pest
control for our 13% tech jobs (DBEDT, 2024).
o Fix: Mandate NIST-compliant cybersecurity (e.g., $500,000 annual tests),
keeping risks below 2% (industry benchmark).
e Funding the Dream:
o Benchmark: MIT’s Al Lab runs on $20 million yearly—Hawaii needs the same
firepower!
o Current Flaw: Blank appropriations and a “July 1, 3000 date scream
placeholder—let’s get real!
o Fix: Allocate $20 million annually—$15 million for 50 FTE (10 faculty, 40 staff),
$5 million for infrastructure—starting July 1, 2026, with 20% ($4 million) for
ethics and oversight.

I’'m buzzing with aloha-fueled excitement for HB 546—it’s a dazzling chance to make Hawaii an
Al paradise! With 50,000 UH students, a $91 billion economy, and 70% of our coastlines
begging for innovation, this institute could transform our 1.4 million lives. Please fund it
robustly, lock in these fixes, and launch it soon—no Skynet, just aloha-powered progress.
Mahalo for leading this charge—let’s show the world what Hawaii’s Al can do!



Sincerely,

Master Shelby "Pikachu™ Billionaire, HRM
Ohana Unity Party, Chairman
www.Ohanaunityparty.com

Kingdom of The Hawaiian Islands, H.I.
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nly
Comments:
| support HB546.

Al is an effective tool that educators can use everyday. | have family members who are teachers
and recount how useful Al is in preparing daily lessons and as a teaching tool. Other family
members use Al to summarize business meetings for distribution to meeting members for ready
reference or for follow up actions.

| urge you to support HB546.

Ted Meehan
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Leimomi Khan Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

Support so as to assure that the state stays at the forefront and our keiki are competitive for jobs
using artificial intelligence. Am also hopeful that at some future date, an analysis can be made
on the impact Al has on our daily lives, the way we do our jobs, and on our livelihood.
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Comments:

Aloha Committee Members,

| am glad to see this bill continue to work its way through our legislative process. Aritifical
intellignece is a rapidly changing and highly dynamic emerging technology. It holds both
promise and peril. It is something Hawaii MUST get right. This bill moves us in the right

direction.

| urge this Committee to SUPPORT this bill!
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