
TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. NO. 380, H.D. 1, RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS  
 
DATE: Thursday, February 13, 2025 TIME:  2:00 p.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 325 

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or  
Richard W. Stacey, Deputy Attorney General 

 
 
Chair Tarnas and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) supports this bill and 

offers the following comments. 

This bill would repeal the preemption on county ordinances that regulate the sale 

of tobacco products.  Hawaii’s youth has been disproportionately affected by the 

nationwide vaping epidemic, and the Department supports restoring the counties' 

authority to adopt more stringent ordinances to regulate these harmful and addictive 

products targeted at our youth. 

We respectfully ask the Committee to make this bill effective upon its approval by 

restoring the effective date and pass this bill.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 







H.B. 380, H.D. 1 
Page 3 of 3 

 
 
 Historically, local communities in Hawaii have been visionaries in adopting strong and 1 

innovative public health and tobacco control policies that changed social norms across the 2 

entire state.  Smoke-free restaurants, worksites, beaches and parks, and automobiles with 3 

minors inside are examples of public health protective ordinances that were generated by 4 

counties.  Hawaii’s landmark legislation, the Tobacco 21 Law (Act 122, 2015 HSL), was initially 5 

introduced and passed by the Hawaii County Council in 2014. 6 

 The DOH supports H.B. 380, H.D. 1 as an important public health and social justice 7 

measure to support community-based innovations to protect and advance the health and 8 

opportunities for adults and keiki wherever they live in Hawaii. 9 

Offered Amendments:  None  10 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 11 











Hawai‘i State Association of Counties (HSAC) 
Counties of Kaua‘i, Maui, Hawai‘i, and City & County of Honolulu 
Website: hawaiicounties.org ¦ Email: hsac@hawaiicounties.org  

 
Testimony of the Hawai‘i State Association of Counties 

H.B. No. 380 HD1 - Support 

Relating to the Regulation of Tobacco Products 

Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 

Thursday, February 13, 2025, 2 p.m. 

  

The Hawai‘i State Association of Counties (HSAC) appreciates the opportunity to provide 

testimony in strong support of HB 380 HD1, Relating to the Regulation of Tobacco Products. 

This measure repeals statutory language that preempts counties from adopting ordinances to 

regulate the sale of cigarettes, tobacco products, and electronic smoking devices. Restoring local authority 

in this area is critical to addressing the youth vaping epidemic and allows counties to implement tailored 

policies that meet the unique needs of their communities. 

The statistics are clear: tobacco use, particularly among youth, remains an alarming public health 

concern. As local governments, counties are uniquely positioned to respond swiftly and effectively to 

public health challenges in ways that reflect the values and priorities of their residents. HB 380 HD1 

empowers counties to take meaningful action to protect the health and well-being of our keiki and 

communities. 

We urge the committee to advance this important legislation. Thank you for considering our 

testimony, and we stand ready to assist in your efforts to support public health. 

 

 

https://www.hawaiicounties.org/
mailto:hsac@hawaiicounties.org
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7192 Kalanianaole Highway, Suite A143A, PMB 226, Honolulu, HI  96825-1832 

www.hawaiipublichealth.org   info@hawaiipublichealth.org  

February 10, 2025 
 
To: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS  

Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair  
Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 
 

Re:   SUPPORT OF HB380 HD1 RELATING TO REGULATION OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS 
 

Hrg: Thursday, February 13, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee, 
 
The Hawai‘i Public Health Association (HPHA) is a group of over 450 community members, public health 
professionals, and organizations statewide dedicated to improving public health.  
 
HPHA supports HB380 HD1.  E-cigarettes play a major role in the increased rates of youth nicotine addiction, 
which was in decline. The counties are uniquely positioned to quickly address the health needs of their communities 
and have used that ability to great success, such as changing the age to purchase tobacco products to 21 years old, 
clean air laws, and smoke-free cars while keiki are present. 
  
The tobacco industry and its allies continue to use deceitful strategies to oppose smoke-free laws and youth access 
restrictions at the state level to more easily maintain control over tobacco regulation. Counties regulating the sale of 
tobacco products can reduce the overall use of tobacco in their communities, improve public health, and reduce 
healthcare costs associated with tobacco-related illnesses. 
 
I urge you to pass this bill to keep our communities safe from the harms of the tobacco industry. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important issue.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

Holly Kessler 
Holly Kessler 
Executive Director 





https://www.fightcancer.org/sites/default/files/state-specific_smoking-related_cancer_deaths_fact_sheet_final_4.04.24.pdf


https://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/monthly/2024cy-tob.pdf






    Please move this bill forward with the aim of reauthorizing the counties to regulate the sale of 

tobacco products. That will open up possibilities for innovative policies at the local level and 

establish new and effective ways to address the public health challenges posed by tobacco use. 

Mahalo, 

 

Tommy A. Noyes 

General Coordinator 

The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 

  

 



HB-380-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 7:55:32 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Russell Lokahi Treatment Centers Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Vaping continues to hinder the ability of our youth and be the knew common "Gateway" to drugs 

and alcohol. Our immediate families are suffering all over our community because the vaping 

industry builds these "Mods" and make flavors so tempting for our youth and children who have 

no idea of the dangers E-Cigarettes will provide. Please vote for this bill which is not just about 

the companies gaining financially from our youths weakness, but to bring awareness to all of our 

community both young and old.  

Thank you so much.  

Russell Hamilton CSAC, Psy.M 

Clinical Supervisor/ Adults and Adolescent Programs at Lokahi Treatment 

 



HB-380-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 8:28:35 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacelyn Auna Mala Hanai Pua LLC Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha,  

My name is Jacelyn Auna, the owner of Mala Hanai Pua LLC, and I am from Hilo, Hawai'i.  

I am in support of HB380 HD1, to return the regulation of tobacco products to the authority of 

our counties. Where they can adopt and enforce strict laws or ordinances in regards of the 

tobacco products.  

Counties regulating the sale of tobacco products can reduce the overall use of tobacco in their 

communities, improve public health, and reduce healthcare costs associated with tobacco-related 

illnesses. 

HB380 can help protect our children and teenagers from the harmful use of tobacco products. 

Prevention works greater when there is stricter laws preventing tobacco products being sold to 

the under age population.  

  

  

 





 

 

Piecemeal policies like local flavor bans are also much more likely to induce illicit activity and 
smuggling, as consumers would no longer need to smuggle from the mainland or overseas. 
They would simply need to travel to the nearest shop in the state that  operates outside the 
municipal borders of the flavor ban to purchase their products legally.  

Striking the right balance is the difficult task with which legislatures are charged . As you 
consider these matters, we are happy to be a resource, and would be delighted to provide 
you with more of the research on this topic. Thank you for your time. 

 



 
Chair - Representative David Tarnas 

Vice Chair - Representative Mahina Poepoe 
Members of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs  

 
On behalf of the Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawaiʻi’s (CTFH) Youth Council, thank 
you for allowing us to submit testimony in strong support of HB380_HD1.​  
​  
The CTFH Youth Council is a nationally recognized group of youth leaders fighting to 
envision and create a Hawaiʻi centered on uplifting community public health beyond the 
reaches of Big Tobacco. Our council comprises middle school, high school, and college 
students, with representation from across Hawaiʻi’s counties. We have been working to 
end the sale of flavored tobacco products for the past seven years. 
​ ​ ​  
We have worked hard over the past year and the City and County of Honolulu, the 
County of Hawai‘i, and most recently the County of Maui have passed bills to end 
flavored tobacco sales in their communities. This sends a clear message to the State to 
protect our keiki and restore the counties’ authority to regulate tobacco sales. These 
county councils stood by the youth and community advocates in passing these bills, and 
we ask that you do the same by passing HB380_HD1. 
 
Over 200 municipalities across the country have passed laws ending the sale of 
flavored tobacco products, our counties should be able to do the same. Recently the 
Hawaii Attorney General’s office sent a letter warning 800 tobacco retailers in Hawaii to 
stop selling illegal flavored products which have flooded the market here in Hawaii and 
across the country. Hundreds of products still fill their shelves, The FDA has only 
authorized 34 products, and only one is flavored. We can’t depend on the FDA to further 
crack down on these retailers, we need the counties to have the authority to do so by 
passing HB380_HD1! 
 
 
Mahalo, 
Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i Youth Council 

https://ag.hawaii.gov/cjd/tobacco-enforcement-unit/january-2025-letter/






PARTIAL LIST OF SUPPORTERS 

 
HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS 
‘Ohana Health Plan 
Adventist Health – Castle 
Aloha Care 
AMA/HMA Student Chapter at JABSOM 
American Academy of Pediatrics – Hawaii Chapter 
American Heart Association 
American Lung Association 
Bay Clinic Inc. 
Blue Zones Project 
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids 
Coalition for a Drug-Free Hawaii 
Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i, a program of Hawai‘i Public Health Institute 
Hamakua Kohala Health Centers 
Hawaii – American Nurses Association (Hawaii-ANA) 
Hawaii COPD Coalition 
Hawaii Dental Hygienists’ Association 
Hawaii Health and Harm Reduction Center 
Hawai‘i Nurses’ Association OPEIU Local 50 
Hawaii Public Health Association 
Hui No Ke Ola Pono 
Hui Ola Pono (UH Public Health’s Student Organization) 
Kaho’omiki; Hawaii Council of Physical Activity and Nutrition 
Kauai Rural Health Association 
Keiki Injury Prevention Coalition 
Na Lei Wili Area Health Education Center, Inc. 
The Queen’s Health Systems 
Tobacco Prevention Project, Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy 
University of Hawaii Student Health Advisory Council 
US COPD Coalition 
Waimānalo Health Center 



 
HEALTH & COMMUNITY LEADERS 
Kathryn Akioka, RRT / TTS 
Joy Barua 
Forrest Batz, PharmD 
Frank Baum, MD 
Deborah Bond-Upson 
Dale Carstensen 
Valerie Chang 
Dyson Chee 
Danelle Cheng 
Bridgitte Daniel 
May Rose Dela Cruz, DrPH 
Andrew Fox, MD 
Shani Gacayan 
Donita Garcia 
Asaka Herman 
Pedro Haro, MPH 
Cyd Hoffeld 
Colleen Inouye, MD 
Lila Johnson 
Leilani Kailiawa 
Lehua Kaulukukui 
Ken Kozuma 
Mark Levin 
Loren Lindborg 
Katherine May, PsychD 
Bryan Mih, MD 
Kristin Mills 
Shelly Ogata 
Gregg Pacilio, PT 
Matthew Prellberg 
Jordan Ragasa 
Nathalie Razo 
Keenan Reader 
Crystal Robello 
Kimberly Golis-Robello 
Mary Santa Maria 
Anne Takata, DC 
Patty Kahanamoku-Teruya 
Chien-Wen Tseng, MD 
John A Hau’oli Tomoso 
Jennifer Valera 
Cecilia Villafuerte 



Linda Weiner, MD 
Andre Weston, MDiv 
Matthew Wong 
 
YOUTH AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
After-School All-Stars Hawaii 
American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) 
Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs 
Bad Boys Football Club 
Big Island Interscholastic Federation (BIIF) 
Hale ‘Ōpio Kaua’i Inc. 
Hawaii Children’s Action Network 
Hawaii Interscholastic Athletic Directors Association 
Hawaii State Commission on Fatherhood 
Hawaii State Teachers Association (HSTA) 
Hawaii State Youth Commission 
Hawaiʻi Youth Climate Coalition 
Hawaii Youth Services Network 
Honolulu Youth Commision 
Kanu o ka ʻĀina Learning Ohana (KALO) 
Kauai Path Inc. 
LearningBond 
Pacific American Foundation 
Parents for Public Schools of Hawai’i 
Partners in Development Foundation 
Residential Youth Services & Empowerment (RYSE) 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
Waipahu Intermediate Youth For Safety 
 
BUSINESSES 
Country Courier, LLC 
Hana Lima Physical Therapy 
Home Remedies Interior Design 
JCS Enterprises Inc. 
Pediatric Therapies Hawaii 
 
OAHU NEIGHBORHOOD BOARDS 
Kuliouou-Kalani Iki Neighborhood Board 02 
Kaimuki Neighborhood Board 04 
Diamond Head Neighborhood Board 05 
Palolo Neighborhood Board 06 
McCully-Moiliili Neighborhood Board 08 
Makiki-Tantalu Neighborhood Board 10 
Ala Moana/Kakaako Neighborhood Board 11 



Nuuanu/Punchbowl Neighborhood Board 12 
Downtown-Chinatown Neighborhood Board 13 
Liliha/Puunui/Alewa Neighborhood Board 14 
Aliamanu-Salt Lake Neighborhood Board 18 
Aiea Neighborhood Board 20 
Pearl City Neighborhood Board 21 
Waipahu Neighborhood Board 22 
Ewa Neighborhood Board 23 
Mililani-Waipio Neighborhood Board 25 
North Shore Neighborhood Board 27 
Koolauloa Neighborhood Board 28 
Kahaluu Neighborhood Board 29 
Kaneohe Neighborhood Board 30 
Kailua Neighborhood Board 31 
Waimanalo Neighborhood Board 32 
Mililani Mauka- Launani Valley Neighborhood Board 35 
Nanakuli-Maili Neighborhood Board 36 
 
SCHOOLS 
Damien Memorial School 
Hawaii Association of Independent Schools (HAIS) 
Hawaii Council of Private Schools (HCPS) 
Holy Family Catholic Academy 
Island Pacific Academy 
Maryknoll School 
Maui Preparatory Academy 
Mid-Pacific Institute 
Roots School 
St. Andrew’s Schools 
Saint Louis School 
 

 



HB-380-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 10:08:18 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian Char BMA Mart Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chairperson, Members of the Committee, 

  

My name is Brian Char, and I am the owner of BMA MART, a small business serving our local 

community. I am submitting this testimony in strong opposition to HB 380 due to its unintended 

consequences on small businesses and the challenges it creates in navigating and enforcing 

county-level tobacco regulations. 

  

While I understand the intent of HB 380 to regulate tobacco sales, I urge the committee to 

consider the significant burden it places on small business owners like myself. Currently, the 

patchwork of county-level laws creates an inconsistent and confusing regulatory environment. 

Each county has different rules, enforcement mechanisms, and penalties, making it increasingly 

difficult for small businesses to remain compliant. Unlike large corporations with legal teams, 

local businesses like mine operate with limited resources and cannot easily adapt to varying and 

often conflicting regulations across multiple jurisdictions. 

  

Furthermore, the enforcement of county tobacco laws is not uniform, leading to unfair 

competition where certain businesses may be more heavily scrutinized than others. Small 

retailers bear the brunt of these enforcement challenges, often facing fines or penalties for minor 

infractions due to unclear or rapidly changing local ordinances. Instead of creating a fair and 

balanced approach, HB 380 risks exacerbating these issues, making it harder for responsible 

business owners to continue operating. 

  

Tobacco regulations should be clear, consistent, and manageable, not a constantly shifting 

landscape that places undue stress on small businesses. I respectfully urge lawmakers to 

reconsider HB 380 and its impact on local businesses that are already struggling to comply with 

ever-changing county laws. A more uniform, statewide approach would provide the clarity and 



stability needed for responsible business operations while still ensuring appropriate regulation of 

tobacco sales. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Brian Char 

Owner, BMA MART 

 







Lastly, do not limit the adult tobacco consumers choice to purchase. Do not take away the right 

to partake in a nationally legal product. Adult Tobacco users have the right to consume market 

authorized products by the FDA.  If public health and curbing underage use is the issue, stricter 

fines and penalties should be imposed and people that provide it to underage users should be 

punished by strict law.  

  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Jordan  

Representative of a local small business.  

 







HB-380-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 12:26:59 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Landon Yamamoto Bionic Petroleum Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair and members of the committee, my name is Landon Yamamoto and I strongly oppose H.B. 

380, which seeks to repeal preemption laws and allow local governments to create their own 

regulations. While the idea of local control may sound appealing, this bill would create a 

confusing patchwork of laws that make it difficult for businesses and individuals to comply. 

Companies operating in multiple cities or counties would face different rules, increasing costs 

and administrative burdens. Instead of promoting economic growth, this bill would discourage 

businesses from expanding and make it harder for job creators to plan for the future. 

  

The unintended consequences of this legislation would be significant. Without statewide 

consistency, local governments could pass conflicting regulations on everything from 

employment laws to product restrictions, leading to uncertainty and frustration for businesses 

and consumers alike. Residents living near city or county borders could be subject to drastically 

different rules just a few miles apart, creating confusion and unfair enforcement. Rather than 

fostering stability, this bill risks creating unnecessary chaos and economic harm. For these 

reasons, I urge you to vote NO on H.B. 380. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 











Thank you for your time, 

Ra Long 

Owner, R&K Grocery & Liquor 

 



HB-380-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 4:20:09 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shani Carvalho 

Hamakua Health Center, 

Inc. dba Hamakua-Kohala 

Health 

Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

We are in strong support of HB380 HD1 that would restore counties authority to regulate 

tobacco products. For many years, our counties have been leading the way to protect our youth 

from Big Tobacco companies. This to include raising the age from 18 to 21, smoke free cars with 

kids and smoke free beaches, parkts and restaurants. As we continue to see the rise of youth who 

use e-cigarettes/vape, we want to continue to be able to pass county law that will allow us to 

further protect our keiki, their developing brains, their kino and overall save them from a 

possible life of addiction. 

 







Cigarettes and Things 

 





















https://www.hawaiihealthmatters.org/indicators/index/indicatorsearch?module=indicators&controller=index&action=indicatorsearch&doSearch=1&i=&l=14_599&t%5B%5D=3007&primaryTopicOnly=&s%5B%5D=407&subgrouping=1&card=0&handpicked=0&resultsPerPage=150&showComparisons=1&showOnlySelectedComparisons=&showOnlySelectedComparisons=1&includeArchivedIndicators=&includeArchivedIndicators=1&grouping=1&ordering=1&sortcomp=0&sortcompIncludeMissing=
https://www.hawaiihealthmatters.org/indicators/index/indicatorsearch?module=indicators&controller=index&action=indicatorsearch&doSearch=1&i=&l=14_599&t%5B%5D=3007&primaryTopicOnly=&s%5B%5D=407&subgrouping=1&card=0&handpicked=0&resultsPerPage=150&showComparisons=1&showOnlySelectedComparisons=&showOnlySelectedComparisons=1&includeArchivedIndicators=&includeArchivedIndicators=1&grouping=1&ordering=1&sortcomp=0&sortcompIncludeMissing=
https://www.hawaiihealthmatters.org/indicators/index/indicatorsearch?module=indicators&controller=index&action=indicatorsearch&doSearch=1&i=&l=14_599&t%5B%5D=3007&primaryTopicOnly=&s%5B%5D=407&subgrouping=1&card=0&handpicked=0&resultsPerPage=150&showComparisons=1&showOnlySelectedComparisons=&showOnlySelectedComparisons=1&includeArchivedIndicators=&includeArchivedIndicators=1&grouping=1&ordering=1&sortcomp=0&sortcompIncludeMissing=
https://www.hawaiihealthmatters.org/indicators/index/indicatorsearch?module=indicators&controller=index&action=indicatorsearch&doSearch=1&i=&l=14_599&t%5B%5D=3007&primaryTopicOnly=&s%5B%5D=407&subgrouping=1&card=0&handpicked=0&resultsPerPage=150&showComparisons=1&showOnlySelectedComparisons=&showOnlySelectedComparisons=1&includeArchivedIndicators=&includeArchivedIndicators=1&grouping=1&ordering=1&sortcomp=0&sortcompIncludeMissing=


https://www.hawaiihealthmatters.org/index.php?module=indicators&controller=index&action=dashboard&id=83016762154173692
https://www.hawaiihealthmatters.org/index.php?module=indicators&controller=index&action=dashboard&id=83016762154173692
https://health.hawaii.gov/tobacco/home-2/
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HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 2:35:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Meiyun He S&K Wholesale  Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition to HB 380 

Submitted by S&K Wholesale 

  

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

S&K Wholesale strongly opposes HB 380, which seeks to repeal existing preemption laws and 
allow counties to establish their own regulations on matters currently governed at the state level. 
As a locally owned and operated wholesaler serving retailers across Hawaii, we believe this 
legislation would create an unworkable patchwork of regulations, placing unnecessary burdens 
on businesses and threatening economic stability across the state. 

A repeal of preemption would mean that businesses like ours, which serve multiple counties, 
would be forced to navigate a maze of differing local ordinances, each with its own unique 
requirements, compliance costs, and enforcement mechanisms. This fragmentation would create 
confusion, increase operational expenses, and limit the ability of local businesses to plan and 
grow. Retailers especially small, family-owned stores would struggle to keep up with varying 
county-specific rules, putting them at a disadvantage compared to larger corporations with the 
resources to manage regulatory complexity. 

Furthermore, inconsistent regulations would make it difficult for wholesalers like S&K to 
efficiently distribute products across the islands. Supply chains depend on predictability, and a 
patchwork of laws could lead to inefficiencies, delays, and increased costs that will ultimately be 
passed down to Hawaii's consumers. These additional costs would disproportionately impact 
low- and middle-income families, who are already grappling with the high cost of living in our 
state. 

Maintaining a consistent statewide regulatory framework ensures fairness, stability, and 
economic viability for businesses and consumers alike. We urge lawmakers to consider the 
harmful consequences of HB 380 and to preserve a regulatory structure that allows businesses to 
operate efficiently while providing consumers with reliable access to goods at stable prices. 

For these reasons, S&K Wholesale respectfully urges you to vote NO on HB 380. 

poepoe2
Text Box
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Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

S&K Wholesale 
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Maintaining a uniform statewide policy ensures a level playing field and provides business 
owners with clear, predictable guidelines to follow. 

I understand the importance of responsible tobacco regulation, and I fully support efforts to 
prevent youth access and promote public health. However, HB380 is not the right approach. A 
patchwork system of local laws will not only hurt small businesses but also create enforcement 
challenges and unintended loopholes that could worsen public health outcomes. 

For these reasons, I strongly urge you to oppose HB380 and keep a consistent statewide 
approach to tobacco regulation. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

Jeffery Ko 

Owner, Kilani Market 

  

 





     HB 380 
 
I am writing as a neighbor island pediatrician in strong support of HB 
380, to reverse preemption of County powers to regulate health issues 
locally. Since 2018, when the State Legislature voted for this usurpation 
of County regulation of the sale of tobacco products, the Legislature, at 
the urging of the tobacco lobby, has found itself unable to enact a 
tobacco flavor ban . Flavor bans have been proven to greatly reduce 
electronic tobacco use in children in other states that have been less 
reluctant to protect their children. Already Hawaii has one of the 
highest rates of vaping in the country, and the neighbor islands are 
suffering even more. Our schools are staggering under the burden of 
electronic tobacco devices. And yet, our counties are prohibited from 
enacting any tobacco control measures whatsoever. Previously this was 
not the case, and Kauai had great success in decreasing cigarette use 
among teens. 
 

Please give our counties back the ability to address our local tobacco 
issues and protect our children. 

 
 
Linda Weiner, MD 
Pediatrician, Kauai 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2025 5:10:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jake J. Watkins Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Maintain state control so businesses compete on a level playing field. 

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2025 5:35:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Chang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

:( 

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2025 5:49:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support.  Thank you. 

  

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:31:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Magonigle Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am submitting this testimony in strong support of HB 380, HD1, which restores the counties' 
ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, allowing for innovative policies at the local 
level.  

E-cigarettes play a major role in the increased rates of youth nicotine addiction, which was in 
decline. The counties are uniquely positioned to quickly address the health needs of their 
communities and have used that ability to great success, such as changing the age to purchase 
tobacco products to 21 years old, clean air laws, and smoke-free cars while keiki are present. 
 
The tobacco industry and its allies continue to use deceitful strategies to oppose smoke-free laws 
and youth access restrictions at the state level to more easily maintain control over tobacco 
regulation. Counties regulating the sale of tobacco products can reduce the overall use of tobacco 
in their communities, improve public health, and reduce healthcare costs associated with 
tobacco-related illnesses. 

I urge you to pass this bill to keep our communities safe from the harms of the tobacco 
industry.  I believe decisions and policies made about our local community should be made at the 
local, county level.   

Melissa Magonigle  

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:33:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Summer Mochida-Meek Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

E-cigarettes play a major role in the increased rates of youth nicotine addiction, which was in 
decline. The counties are uniquely positioned to quickly address the health needs of their 
communities and have used that ability to great success, such as changing the age to purchase 
tobacco products to 21 years old, clean air laws, and smoke-free cars while keiki are present. 
  
The tobacco industry and its allies continue to use deceitful strategies to oppose smoke-free laws 
and youth access restrictions at the state level to more easily maintain control over tobacco 
regulation. Counties regulating the sale of tobacco products can reduce the overall use of 
tobacco in their communities, improve public health, and reduce healthcare costs associated 
with tobacco-related illnesses. 

  

I urge you to pass this bill to keep our communities safe from the harms of the tobacco industry.  

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:58:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie Austin Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this important bill!  The health of our youth must be safeguarded! 
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HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 5:58:25 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Collins Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this measure to support the health and future of our youth.  

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 7:03:12 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Edward Johnston Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I totally support this Bill! 

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 7:27:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Winternitz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, 

E-cigarettes play a major role in the increased rates of youth nicotine addiction, which was in 
decline. The counties are uniquely positioned to quickly address the health needs of their 
communities and have used that ability to great success, such as changing the age to purchase 
tobacco products to 21 years old, clean air laws, and smoke-free cars while keiki are present. 
  
The tobacco industry and its allies continue to use deceitful strategies to oppose smoke-free laws 
and youth access restrictions at the state level to more easily maintain control over tobacco 
regulation. Counties regulating the sale of tobacco products can reduce the overall use of 
tobacco in their communities, improve public health, and reduce healthcare costs associated 
with tobacco-related illnesses. 

  

I urge you to pass this bill to keep our communities safe from the harms of the tobacco industry.  

Elizabeth Winternitz, Kula Maui 

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 7:44:55 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian Santiago Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Maintain State control and a level playing field for each county.  

I Strongly Oppose HB380. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Santiago 

 









































































































































































HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 10:27:57 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Luck Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The State of Hawaii is not going to overcome the influence of money in opposing regulations 
that would reduce youth tobacco use. The Counties must maintain their authority to do so and 
protect our keiki. 

  

 





HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 10:54:27 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

mary santa maria Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Legistlators, 

The Counties are in a unique position to regulate tobacco policies that their community needs 
and wants. I stongly support this bill HB380 that will restore the Counties ability to set policies 
for tobacco products. Please vote to pass this bill.  

sincerely  

Mary SM a concerned citizen 

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 11:46:06 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John A. H. Tomoso Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

02-11-25 

RE: HB380 HD1 

Aloha, 

E-cigarettes play a major role in the increased rates of youth nicotine addiction, which, for a 
while, was in decline. Our counties are uniquely positioned to quickly address the health needs 
of their communities and have used that ability to great success, such as changing the age to 
purchase tobacco products to 21 years old, clean air laws, and smoke-free cars while keiki are 
present. 
  
The tobacco industry and its allies continue to use, what I believe are  deceitful strategies to 
oppose smoke-free laws and youth access restrictions at the state level to more easily maintain 
their control over tobacco regulation. Counties regulating the sale of tobacco products can 
reduce the overall use of tobacco in their communities, improve public health, for all ages, and 
reduce healthcare costs associated with tobacco-related illnesses. 

I urge you to pass this bill to keep our communities safe from the harms of the tobacco industry.  

Mahalo, 

John A. H. Tomoso+, MSW, ACSW 

51 Ku'ula Street, Kahului, HI 96732-2906 

808-280-1749, john.a.h.tomoso@gmail.com 

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 12:21:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sabrina Spencer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill would make it even harder and more uncertain for businesses and constituents. It also 
would let each county do things that the legislature promised not to do and cause conflicts of 
interest. 

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 12:22:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

lynne matusow Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I live in a high rise condo and several years ago more than 67% of the owners voted to ban 
smoking on the property, including in the apartments. It is so nice not to be assaulted by passive 
smoke. 

E-cigarettes play a major role in the increased rates of youth nicotine addiction. The counties are 
uniquely positioned to quickly address the health needs of their communities and have used that 
ability to great success, such as changing the age to purchase tobacco products to 21 years old, 
clean air laws, and smoke-free cars while keiki are present.   Counties regulating the sale of 
tobacco products can reduce the overall use of tobacco in their communities, improve public 
health, and reduce healthcare costs associated with tobacco-related illnesses. 
  
I urge you to pass this bill to keep our communities safe from the harms of the tobacco industry, 
harms which include chronic illnesses such as asthma, COPD, diminished lung capacity. 

  

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 12:31:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leslie Garo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs,  

I am in strong support of Bill HB 380. As a parent and involved community member, it is so 
important to restore local authority to regulate the sale of tobacco products. By granting each 
county to regulate the sale of tobacco products, there will be the best policies in place to better 
our communities. This will allow each county to protect the youth from harmful and toxic 
chemicals that can impact their brain development, lungs, and overall health. The Native 
Hawaiian, Filipino and Pacific Islander populations are at an even higher risk due to the fact that 
the highest percentages of youth using tobacco products are a part of those ethnic groups. 
Tobacco products are affecting the youth's mental health, physical health and overall well-being. 
By passing this bill, we will be able to reduce the overall use of tobacco and reduce healthcare 
costs associated with tobacco-related illness. Our local leaders know how to resolve local 
problems. It is vital to give counties the ability to quickly address the health needs of their 
communities. Without local authority, more lives are at stake due to tobacco use and sales. 
Passing this bill will make processes for tobacco regulation much more efficient and effective for 
the communities. This has been given to our counties before, so it is not impossible to make this 
happen again. Please be a part of making a positive impact on our local communities. I ask for 
you to pass the bill and allow our youth to live longer and healthier lives and for our 
communities to thrive without the harmful effects of tobacco products.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration.  

 



Aloha Honorable Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian A ff airs,"

I am writing this testimony in strong support of HB 380 HD1 to Restore Local Authority to 
Regulate the Sale of Tobacco Products. Preemption in tobacco control is a well-known tactic 
used by the tobacco industry to thwart health initiatives that protect our communities, 
particularly our youth. County tobacco control laws paved the way for many, if not most, of the 
tobacco protections we have in place today. Without Counties moving forward on clean air 
laws, age restrictions, etc. we wouldnÕt have made the gains in smoking reduction that we have 
seen, thus saving lives and healthcare costs throughout our state. "

HawaiiÕs counties have already demonstrated that we want and need flavored tobacco 
restrictions for our communities, as each county has passed a law that will go into e ff ect once 
preemption has been reversed on this issue, but cannot go into e ff ect before. The state has 
been unsuccessful in passing this much needed legislation, so itÕs time to give the counties 
back the authority to take this issue on. Our youth are depending on us as the vaping industry 
has targeted them speci fically, and youth addiction to these highly concentrated nicotine 
products has skyrocketed as a result. They are paying the price for our inaction. "

I am a mother and a former teenage smoker. The tobacco protections that went into place in 
the 90s, including clean air laws, increased taxes, the banning of advertising and flavored 
cigarettes like vanilla and strawberry, etc. all contributed to my being able to quit. IÕm so 
grateful for these laws, and likely owe my life to them. I want to see (and be a part of) Maui 
County's continued work toward reducing nicotine addiction in our community, particularly for 
our younger population, and help individuals in our county to avoid needless early death and 
disease."

Please allow Maui County, along with the other counties, to work on tobacco control laws that 
will protect our unique communities, and especially our keiki. We can continue this good work 
if authority is restored to our local governments to regulate the sale of tobacco products. "

Mahalo nui loa for your time and support,"

Katie Folio"
Mother, resident"
Kula, HI







HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 1:15:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sally Ancheta Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a public health educator, I have witnessed the rise of the youth vaping epidemic on Hawai'i 
Island. Our youth, as young as 2nd grade, are lured into using electronic smoking devices due to 
the candy/fruity flavors that look enticing but are highly addictive. 

Let the counties have home rule again by passing HB380 HD1 so they can regulate the sale of all 
tobacco/vape products to protect our youth from a lifetime of nicotine addiction. 

 





HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 2:46:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shay Chan Hodges Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

E-cigarettes play a major role in the increased rates of youth nicotine addiction, which was in 
decline. The counties are uniquely positioned to quickly address the health needs of their 
communities and have used that ability to great success, such as changing the age to purchase 
tobacco products to 21 years old, clean air laws, and smoke-free cars while keiki are present. 
  
The tobacco industry and its allies continue to use deceitful strategies to oppose smoke-free laws 
and youth access restrictions at the state level to more easily maintain control over tobacco 
regulation. Counties regulating the sale of tobacco products can reduce the overall use of 
tobacco in their communities, improve public health, and reduce healthcare costs associated 
with tobacco-related illnesses. 

I urge you to pass this bill to keep our communities safe from the harms of the tobacco industry.  

 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 2:57:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kent Miyashiro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony Opposing H.B. 380 Preemption Repeal 

  

Chair and members of the committee,  I am here to strongly oppose H.B. 380, which seeks to 
repeal preemption laws and allow local governments to create their own regulations on certain 
issues. While local control is important, this bill would create a confusing and inconsistent 
patchwork of regulations across the state, making it difficult for businesses and individuals to 
comply with ever-changing rules. Businesses that operate in multiple cities or counties would be 
forced to navigate a maze of conflicting ordinances, increasing costs and reducing economic 
growth. Instead of fostering stability, this bill would create unnecessary confusion and 
uncertainty. 

  

The unintended consequences of repealing preemption are far-reaching. Without uniform 
statewide policies, small businesses especially those operating in multiple jurisdictions will 
struggle with compliance costs, higher administrative burdens, and legal uncertainties. For 
example, a business that operates in several neighboring cities could face different tax rates, 
employment laws, or product regulations, making it difficult to plan for the future. These 
inconsistencies would not only hurt job creators but also discourage new businesses from 
expanding or relocating to our state, ultimately harming economic competitiveness. 

  

  

Furthermore, repealing preemption could lead to regulatory overreach at the local level, where 
well-intended but restrictive laws may disproportionately impact certain communities. Residents 
and tourists who travel inter island will find themselves subject to drastically different rules just 
a few miles apart, creating confusion and frustration. Instead of fostering fair and predictable 
governance, this bill risks creating a chaotic system where businesses and consumers bear the 
burden of ever-changing local policies. For these reasons, I urge you to vote NO on H.B. 380. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 



 



HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 5:30:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael S. Nakasone Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB380 is junk and will turn the regulatory landscape into a mess for businesses. 

 



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT of  HB 380, HD 1 
RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

February  13, 2025 

House  Committee  on Judiciary  & Hawaiian  Aff airs 
David  A Tarnas,  Chair 
Mahina  Poepoe,  Vice Chair 
Members 

My name is Julian Lipsher, a member of the Hawaii Public Health InstituteÕs Coalition 
for a Tobacco Free Hawaii and formerly with the Hawaii State Department of HealthÕs 
Tobacco Prevention and Control Program, testifying as an individual in support of HB 
380, HD 1.!

 The bill repeals existing statutory language that: declares that the sale of cigarettes, 
tobacco products, and electronic devices are a statewide concern; and preempts all 
local ordinances and regulations that regulate the sale of cigarettes, tobacco products, 
and electronic devices. Eff ective 7/1/3000. (HD1)!

In Hawaii and across the nation, smoking, tobacco and nicotine use remain the single 
greatest cause of preventable morbidity and mortality. E-cigatettes have played an 
increasing role in the escalating rates of nicotine addiction among youth.!

Prior to 2018, counties had the ability to establish individual ordinances for tobacco 
control as well as set stricter requirements to state law. Counties traditionally are closer 
to their communities, are better positioned and are responsible to recognize and 
address issues protecting the health and safety of their population. !

This was the case with protecting county populations from exposure to tobacco smoke 
in inclosed and partially enclosed spaces. When proposed bills in the state legislature 
became bottled up for years, often through tobacco industry in fluence, the counties 
enacted their own ordinances until the state enacted a comprehensive state statute.!

Hawaii counties have already raised this issue through enacting measures that would 
become eff ective when local control is restored. These actions demonstrate that local 
control is both responsive, timely, and needed showing the State Legislature that 
action on this issue is long overdue. !

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. !

Julian Lipsher, MPH!
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HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 10:47:18 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Valerie Smalley Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Committee Members, 

As a Tobacco Treatment Specialist in Hawaii , I support HB380 HD1. 

The counties are uniquely positioned to quickly address the health needs of their communities 
and have used that ability to great success, such as changing the age to purchase tobacco 
products to 21 years old, clean air laws, and smoke-free cars while keiki are present. 

The tobacco industry and its allies continue to use deceitful strategies to oppose smoke-free laws, 
youth access restrictions, regulations on advertisements and promotions, and retailer licensing 
restrictions at the state level to more easily maintain control over tobacco regulation. 

Counties regulating the sale of tobacco products can reduce the overall use of tobacco in their 
communities, improve public health, and reduce healthcare costs associated with tobacco-related 
illnesses. 

Thank you for your careful review of HB380 HD1 and the positive impact it can have here in the 
state. 

Valerie Smalley 

 





HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 1:45:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Good Afternoon JHA Committee, 

I am writing testimony in strong support of HB380 HD1 which would restore the counties' 
authority to regulate tobacco products because we know that the counties are uniquely positioned 
to act and react to the health needs of their communities, thus creating changes that have had 
major impact on the overall wellbeing of all those that live and breathe here in Hawai'i.  

As the counties' regain control and are able to regulate the sale of tobacco products they can 
reduce the overall use of tobacco in their communities, improve public health, and reduce 
healthcare costs associated with tobacco-related illnesses.  This authority will continue to have a 
positive impact on the youth of Hawai'i that are not able to make these decisions for themselves, 
like the clean air lawa and smoke-free cars while keiki are present, as well as those that are 
trying to make healthy decisions as they age, like changing the age to purchase tobacco products 
to 21yrs old.  

Helping to guide our youth as well as supporting those that are fighting an addiction that has 
such a strong hold as to keep individuals using a product that is the known most preventable 
cause of death and disease should be done with the ability to make quick and accurate changes 
by those that are seeing the problem firsthand, a decision that should be placed back in the 
authority of the counties'. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Stephanie 

 





HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 6:44:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maya Maxym Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill. 
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HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/13/2025 7:22:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ka`iulani Galon Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I,as a mother of three who have had several family members die of lung cancer, support this bill 
as a means for mitigating the health issues that are prevalent amongst our native communities in 
Hawai`i due to early start to lifetime tobacco use caused by sales of tobacco laws placed in the 
past.  
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HB-380-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/13/2025 7:51:15 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/13/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Audrina Leolani Angelo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha my name is Audrina Leolani Angelo, 

I strongly support bill HB380 for the following reasons. 

The tobacco industry and its allies continue to use deceitful strategies to oppose smoke-free laws, 
youth access restrictions, regulations on advertisements and promotions, and retailer licensing 
restrictions at the state level to more easily maintain control over tobacco regulation. 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Audrina Angelo 
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Kristin Mills 

Parent, epidemiologist, and health educator 
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