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 Chair Marten and members of the House Committee on Human Services 
& Homelessness, thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on House 
Bill No. 322. This bill requires the Department of Human Services to 
automatically transmit voter registration information for any Med-Quest applicant, 
authorizes state agencies to implement automatic voter registration if designated 
by the Office of Elections, and requires eligible applicants for instruction permits, 
provisional licenses, driver's licenses, and identification cards to be automatically 
registered or preregistered to vote unless the applicant opts out. 
 
 While our office agrees with the intent of the bill to provide more access to 
voter registration, we would defer to the state agencies and county clerks on any 
operational issues they foresee in terms of the implementation of this bill and 
how those could be best addressed. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on House Bill No. 322. 
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Committee on HUMAN SERVICES AND HOMELESSNESS 
Chair Lisa Marten, Vice Chair Ikaika Olds 

 
Thursday, January 30, 2025, 9:35 a.m. 

Conference Room 329 & Via Videoconference 
HB 322 RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION 

 
TESTIMONY 

Janet Mason, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii 
 
 

Chair Marten, Vice Chair Olds, and Committee Members: 
 
The League of Women Voters of Hawaii strongly supports the intent of HB 322 
that would require the Department of Human Services to automatically transmit voter 
registration information to election officials for any Med-Quest applicant.  
 
We agree with the basic premise of this bill - that it is important to expand our State’s 
2021 Automatic Voter Registration law, as indications are we still have many voter-
eligible but unregistered people.1 
 
Though MedQuest is a target agency in this measure, the bill proposes permitting the 
Office of Elections to designate and implement automatic voter registration in other 
state agencies.  As an alternative to this provision, we suggest amending this bill to 
designate the Department of Human Services and the Hawaii State Department of 
Health as voter registration agencies. To avoid confusion, it is a good idea to specifically 
designate participating agencies by law.  
 
Since 2021, we have observed that though the technology for automatic voter 
registration can be set in place by public officials, this must be done very carefully, 
attending to the individual’s needs and those of the participating State agencies and 
four County Clerks. Adding only two key agencies would make coordination among the 
newly designated agencies, the State and County Elections officials, more feasible.  

Our understanding is that under the Under the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) 
of 1993, certain state agencies are already mandated to offer voter registration services, 
including agencies that offer public assistance or administer food assistance and 

 
1 In the 2022 General Election, the voting-eligible population was estimated at 1,046,736 people, yet our 
total turnout was only 423,443, some 40.5%.  Source:НőƣƣƓƚаооĲũĲĦƣŔŸŰƚЮőċƽċŔŔЮŊŸƻоĲũĲĦƣŔŸŰрƖĲƚƨũƣƚоЯНН
őƣƣƓƚаооĲũĲĦƣŔŸŰЮũċĤЮƨŉũЮĲĬƨН
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Medicaid (like our Department of Human Resources) as well as offices that provide 
state-funded programs engaged in services for people with disabilities (like our 
Department of Health).  

The existing Hawaii Act 26, Automatic Voter Registration, is an “opt-in” arrangement that 
requires the Department of Transportation to affirmatively ask individuals whether they would 
like to register to vote. This explicitly gives the person the choice to opt into voter registration.  
We suggest HB 322 be amended to provide this process instead of an “opt out” process, 
thereby making it consistent with the Department of Transportation approach and what is 
generally mandated under the National Voter Registration Act.2  More importantly, this should 
mitigate concerns expressed in testimony by the Department of Human Services that on “opt 
out” arrangement might delay the issuance of benefits 
 
The State Department of Transportation has already successfully established an 
automatic voter registration program in its core operation. While the Department collects 
relevant voting data, this does not include a determination of citizenship eligibility, which 
we think should continue to be left to County clerks.  We suggest amending this 
measure to make clear this clear. 

We support a modest appropriation to implement an expanded automatic voter 
registration program and defer to State and County officials, particularly our County 
Clerks, for a recommended amount. 

We are thankful other worthy measures about voter registration have been introduced in 
this session, (such SB 81 and SB 78), so some consolidation with HB 322 may be 
possible.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  

 
2 Our understanding is that State laws could supersede the Federal guidance under NVRA.  



‭House Committee on Human Services & Homelessness‬
‭Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) Strongly Supports: HB322‬

‭Thursday, January 30, 2025 at 9:35am; Conference Room 329‬

‭Dear Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee,‬

‭HAPA is submitting testimony in STRONG Support of HB322, which requires the Department of‬
‭Human Services to automatically transmit voter registration information for any Med-Quest‬
‭applicant. It would also authorize state agencies to implement automatic voter registration if‬
‭designated by the Office of Elections. Additionally, it requires eligible applicants for instruction‬
‭permits, provisional licenses, driver's licenses, and identification cards to be automatically‬
‭registered or preregistered to vote unless the applicant opts out.‬

‭Recent data shows that turnout increases when voting and registering are more convenient. For‬
‭example, in the 2020 general election, Hawai‘i saw a dramatic increase in voter participation, with‬
‭almost 70% of registered voters casting ballots. This jump could be largely attributed to the state’s‬
‭first all-mail election, which made voting more accessible and convenient for everyone.‬

‭Despite the significant increase in voter turnout during the 2020 general election, recent trends in‬
‭the past few elections indicate a concerning decline in engagement. In the 2024 primary election,‬
‭voter turnout plummeted to just about 32%. This sharp drop highlights a troubling inconsistency in‬
‭civic participation, suggesting that even with improvements like the all-mail voting system that‬
‭proved effective in 2020, many residents still struggle to register and engage in the electoral‬
‭process since then. This tells us that we need to make a continuous effort to make registration and‬
‭voting procedures as accessible and convenient as possible. States like Oregon saw a large‬
‭increase in voter registration when they used a similar “opt-out” system, as highlighted in the bill.‬

‭Therefore, this bill makes voting more accessible by simplifying the registration process.‬
‭Automatically registering eligible applicants removes obstacles that can prevent people from‬
‭voting. Automatic voter registration also reduces mistakes in our voter rolls. Under a secure data‬
‭system, officials share information directly with election clerks. This process can improve accuracy‬
‭and save money on printing and mailing. It also lowers the risk of sending forms to the wrong‬
‭addresses or allowing duplicates.‬

‭We urge you to support the passage of HB322 to improve voter participation in our state!‬

‭Thank you for your support and consideration,‬

‭Anne Frederick‬
‭Executive Director‬
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HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/27/2025 9:00:41 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Crossland Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE this Bill to automatically register voters because our voter rolls in this 

state are already massively inflated with 100k+ deadwood voters and innumerous outdated 

entries. The Office of Elections should working on cleaning up our voter rolls, not making them 

even worse than they already are. I urge all members of the Committee to VOTE NO on this 

Bill. 

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/28/2025 9:30:14 AM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaili Individual Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

i am in strong support of this measure beacuse poeple with disability with medquest have right to 

vote please pass this bill thank you. 

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/28/2025 3:36:23 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Stayton Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Susan Stayton, and I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands 

Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, 

permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register 

to vote, update their voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox.  

As a senior citizen this would help me considerably. 

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out 

and safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

Mahalo for your consideration!   

Susan, Lawai, Kauai 

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/28/2025 3:51:05 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Janik Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Richard Janik,MD, and I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands 

Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, 

permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to 

register to vote, update their voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox. 

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out 

and safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

Mahalo for your consideration!  

Richard Janik, MD, Lihue, Kauai 

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/28/2025 4:03:23 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Theresa M Thompson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB 322 RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION. 

Mahalo, 

Theresa Thompson 

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/28/2025 4:49:34 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

B.A. McClintock Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) 

by integrating voter registration with state agencies, permits, programs, or services with "dual-

purpose applications," allowing individuals to register to vote, update their voter information, or 

decline to register through a checkbox.  This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring 

that more eligible residents can easily register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our 

voter rolls through secure and accurate information sharing. The bill also respects personal 

choice by allowing individuals to opt-out and safeguards to prevent the registration of non-

citizens. 

 Mahalo for your consideration!   

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/28/2025 6:27:30 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ann Dorsey Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I urge you to support HB322, which expands Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating 

voter registration with state agencies, permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose 

applications," allowing individuals to register to vote, update their voter information, or decline 

to register through a checkbox. Simplifing the registration process ensures that more eligible 

residents can easily register to vote and still maintain the integrity of our voter rolls through 

secure and accurate information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing 

individuals to opt-out and safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

Thank you 

  

 





HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/28/2025 8:01:31 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Faccenda Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this measure. The easier it is to vote, the healther a democracy.  

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/28/2025 11:12:25 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kimdonghyeon Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 

  

My name is kimdonghyeon, and I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands 

Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, 

permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register 

to vote, update their voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox.  

  

 

The United States has a history of voter suppression in the past, so we must 

provide a framework for equality, fairness, and equity! 

  

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out 

and safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

  

Mahalo for your consideration!   

kimdonghyeon 

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/29/2025 1:24:51 AM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Kuzmier Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, I'm writing in favor of this bill because I believe any policy that makes registering to vote 

easier is a win for all of us and our democracy.  Mahalo.   

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/29/2025 3:13:57 AM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sven Sorge Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Sirs and Madams, 

  

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out 

and safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

  

Mahalo for your consideration!   

  

Thank you very much! 

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/29/2025 3:46:06 AM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Kimo Pestana Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Martin, 

Vice Chair Olds, and 

Members of the Committee, 

My name is  Kimo Pestana and I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands 

Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, 

permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register 

to vote, update their voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox.  

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out and 

safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

Mahalo for your consideration!   

Paul Kiimo Pestana  

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/29/2025 5:46:06 AM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Chiwa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Representative Marten, Vice Chair Representative Olds and Members of the 

Committee on Human Services and Homelessness. 

Please support HB322 which, to my understanding, will make registering to vote easier, simpler 

and more efficient.  

Mahalo. 

Jennifer Chiwa  

Makiki  

  

 



HB-322 

Submitted on: 1/29/2025 7:10:26 AM 

Testimony for HSH on 1/30/2025 9:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Barker Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Honorable, Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 

 I am writing to respectfully ask that you support of HB322, which expands Automatic Voter 

Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, permits, programs, or 

services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register to vote, update their 

voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox.  

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out and 

safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration. 

Melissa Barker 

Kapaa, HI 
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Comments:  

I strongly support this bill and hope you will too. 

Mahalo 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

janice palma-glenie Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 

I'm writing from Kona in STRONG support of HB322, which expands Automatic Voter 

Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, permits, programs, or 

services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register to vote, update their 

voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox.  

Any safeguards our legislature can make to help avoid impending threats and throttling of the 

rights of One Person, One Vote in our state must be employed. 

Simplifying the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily register to 

vote, and maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate information 

sharing is crucial again, with federal loathing for protecting those rights. at the same time, this 

bill respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out while including safeguards to 

prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

mahalo for youur vote in strong support of HN322. 

sincerely, 

janice palma-glennie 

kailua-kona 
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Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 

  

My name is Michele Nihipali, and I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands 

Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, 

permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register 

to vote, update their voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox.  

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out 

and safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

  

Mahalo for your consideration!   

Michele Nihipali 

54-074 A Kam Hwy. 

Hauula, HI  96717 
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Marcia Kemble Individual Support 
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Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Marcia Kemble and I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands 

Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, 

permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register 

to vote, update their voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox. 

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out and 

safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Marcia Kemble 

Makiki 
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January 30, 2025 
 
 
Aloha Chair Marten, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 
  
My name is Joyce Martin, and I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands 
Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, 
permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register 
to vote, update their voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox.  
 
When I turned 18, I registered to vote when I received my first State ID. This ultimately 
encouraged me to become the first U.S. citizen in my family to vote! If voter registration had not 
been accessible, I would not have participated as a young individual navigating the democratic 
process. Although I cannot speak for every individual or family, ensuring accessibility to voter 
registration guarantees that quiet voices, like mine, are heard. 
 
Overall, H.B. 322 simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can 
easily register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and 
accurate information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to 
opt-out. 
  
 
Mahalo for your consideration!   
 
 
 

 
Joyce M. Martin 
Honolulu 
joeezmartin@gmail.com 
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Shay Chan Hodges Individual Support 
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Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Martin, Vice Chair Olds, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Shay Chan Hodges, and I am writing in STRONG support of HB322, which expands 

Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) by integrating voter registration with state agencies, 

permits, programs, or services with "dual-purpose applications," allowing individuals to register 

to vote, update their voter information, or decline to register through a checkbox.  

This reform simplifies the registration process, ensuring that more eligible residents can easily 

register to vote while maintaining the integrity of our voter rolls through secure and accurate 

information sharing. The bill also respects personal choice by allowing individuals to opt-out 

and safeguards to prevent the registration of non-citizens. 

Mahalo for your consideration!   

Shay Chan Hodges 

Haiku, Maui, HI 
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Comments:  

I strongly support this measure. 
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Comments:  

Support 
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