


Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this measure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FY25 Summary: 
  

HISC Budget Summary FY25 

Total Requests from Proposals $8,083,419.17 

Appropriation: $5,750,000 

After Restriction (10%) & DOFAW Overhead (7%)  4,779,230 

HISC Support, HBIN, Weed Risk Assessment $465,797.09 

Multi-agency pest monitoring at critical control 
points $240,056.11 

Remaining for competitive grant process $4,059,457 

  
Programmatic Awards: 
  

Project Name HISC Awarded 
Amount Total Requested 

Big Island Invasive Species Committee 
(BIISC)   $850,166    $1,741,939  

 

Oahu Invasive Species Committee 
(OISC)     $762,500           $1,844,233  

 

Maui and Molokai Invasive Species 
Committee (MISC/MoMISC)  $725,074   $950,000  

 

Kauai Invasive Species Committee 
(KISC)      $714,369           $1,340,730  

  
Project Awards: 

Project Name HISC Awarded 
Amount Total Requested and Application 
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Testimony in SUPPORT of HB299 HD1 

RELATING TO THE HAWAII INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL. 

REP. KYLE T. YAMASHITA, CHAIR 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

 
 

Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2025, 2:00PM  Room Number:  CR 308 

Fiscal Implications:  This measure  may  impact the priorities identified in the Governor’s 1 

Executive Budget Request for the Department of Health’s (“Department”) appropriations and 2 

personnel priorities. 3 

Department Position:  The Department supports this measure. 4 

Department Testimony:  The Environmental Health Services Division, Vector Control Branch, 5 

provides the following testimony on behalf of the Department. 6 

HB299 HD1 appropriates funds for the Native Resources and Fire Protection Program and the 7 

Hawai	Ri Invasive Species Council (HISC) to con�Ÿnue e�+orts to control and eradicate invasive 8 

species statewide.  9 

The Department supports HISC and its programs to prevent and eliminate invasive species in 10 

Hawaii.  Vector-borne diseases such as dengue fever, zika, chikungunya, lyme disease, and 11 

many others are transmitted via animals and insects that are invasive to Hawaii.  Vector-borne 12 

diseases are increasing worldwide, often exacerbated by the impacts of climate change.  To 13 

protect Hawaii from diseases transmitted by invasive species, efforts must be prioritized to 14 

prevent their spread and establishment. 15 
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HISC plays a critical role as a cross-cutting organization that coordinates, supports, and funds 1 

research while directing invasive species control activities. These activities are essential in the 2 

fight against organisms that harm public and environmental health.   3 

The Department supports increased funding and additional resources for HISC to help fill gaps 4 

between agencies, support research that enhances the detection and management of invasive 5 

organisms, and enable timely action in the fight against invasive species.  6 

  7 

Offered Amendments:  None 8 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 9 

 10 
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Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Henry Curtis Life of the Land Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha 

Please pass this crucial bill 

Mahalo 

Henry Curtis 

Life of the Land 
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House of Representatives  
Committee on Finance 
Monday, February 24, 2025 
2:00 PM Conference Room 308 
State Capitol 

 
SUBJECT: Testimony – In Support of HB299 “Relating to Hawai�‹i Invasive Species Council”  

 
Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the O�‹ahu Invasive Species Committee (OISC) in strong support of 
HB299 which would appropriate funds for the Hawai�‹i Invasive Species Council (HISC). To 
demonstrate the work that HISC funds provide, I have attached our OISC FY23 HISC Report, 
our OISC FY23 HISC Outreach Report, and the raw data for our HISC FY23 efforts.  
 
Invasive species pose significant threats to the State, especially in terms of economic losses 
across some of the most prosperous industries in Hawai�‹i. According to a 2021 invasive species 
report, high-priority pests threaten well over $2 billion dollars in State assets and this amount has 
risen significantly since. Across North America this figure has climbed from $2 billion per year 
in the 1960s to over $26 billion per year in the 2010s, with a cumulative total cost estimated at 
$1.26 trillion between 1960 and 2017 (Crystal-Ornealas et. al. 2021). Globally, cost estimates 
resulting from invasive species threats have reached $423 billion dollars and are expected to 
quadruple each decade (IPBES 2023). HISC funds have saved the State billions of dollars. OISC 
hopes that these funds will continue to be available and that any proposed increases are also 
passed. 
 
OISC provides relief to homeowners and business owners by being able to use HISC funds to 
work on their properties when many other agencies cannot. OISC works across all land-
ownerships which makes our organization unique in the fight against invasive species. Other 
agencies cannot work on private lands, whether that is because of agency mandates or because 
capacity is limited. However, OISC is specifically set up to respond to priority pests regardless 
of property boundaries. 
 
HISC provides OISC with much needed funding to be the second layer of protection when 
priority pests make it past inspection at the border and begin to establish in peoples backyards 
and on commercial properties. OISC utilizes HISC funds for early detection and rapid response 
to some of the world’s worst invasive species that infiltrate our borders. OISC also utilizes HISC 
funds for public awareness and outreach efforts that are key to successful control. Species like 
little fire ant, coqui frog, miconia, fireweed, and many more. Without HISC funds, this work 
would not be possible. 
 
By working in backyards and the low-elevation forest, OISC also protects our priority watershed 
areas by dealing with these invaders before they are able to establish in high-value forest. If 
OISC were not able to respond to these species and they establish in State Forest Reserves or 
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Natural Area Reserves, they would become the responsibility of the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR). These HISC funds are also leveraged to secure other county and 
federal funding sources so that we can provide the most extensive response possible. HISC funds 
are critical to OISC’s mission, the protection of the community, and the protection of our 
watershed. 
 
OISC is grateful for the continued support from all State departments, the legislature, and the 
members of this Committee. Invasive species will continue to be a threat to our economy, 
watersheds, and our way of life. Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Nate Dube, OISC Manager 
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Taxa Annual Summary Report

Surveyed 
Acres

Total ISC 
Work 
Hours

Volunteer 
Total 
Hours

Chem. 
Controlled

Manual 
Controlled

Total 
Controlled

Total 
People 
Hours

Contributed 
Total 
HoursTaxonName:

January 01, 2023 to December 31, 2023

 Treated 
Acres

ManagementAreaName: Oahu Invasive Species Committee

NAWMA Area
Treated

Mature
Controlled

Immature
Controlled

All

ManagementUnitName:

All

SubUnitName:

All

Action Location Name:

Contribute and OISCOISC Action or Contribute?:

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Acalolepta aesthetica 0.0000 0 0

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Anoplophora glabripennis 0.0000 0 0

8468.5500 114.400 131.9017.50Apis mellifera scutellata 0.0000 0 0

247048.4860 433.402 2 471.4038.00Ceratocystis species 0.0000 0.0002 2 0

295.0940 1227.00 223.50602 5481 6083 1548.5098.00Chromolaena odorata 6.5210 0.6083 1148 4935

0.0000 0.250 0.25Cortaderia sp. 0.0000 0.0000 0 0

44.8310 276.0031 31 339.0063.00Delairea odorata 0.0031 0 31

2.4220 103.000 0 113.0010.00Eleutherodactylus coqui 0.0000 0 0

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Halyomorpha halys 0.0000 0 0

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Lycorma delicatula 0.0000 0 0

36.5130 25.800 31.806.00Lymantria dispar 0.0000 0 0

8364.7510 6841.0078 1741 1819 7386.00545.00Miconia calvescens 0.0000 0.1819 5 1814

0.0000 0.000 0.00Miscellaneous Species 0.0000 0.0000 0 0

0.0000 140.500 0 149.008.50Not Applicable 0.0000 0.0000 0 0

107.7620 58.201 1 61.203.00Oryctes rhinoceros 0.0001 1 0

144.9690 47.900 59.4011.50Popillia japonica 0.0000 0 0

28.8710 268.000 294.0026.00Rubus discolor 0.0000 0 0

211.5360 613.00498 498 641.0028.00Tibouchina herbacea 0.4840 0.0498 215 283

0.0190 4.000 4.00Tibouchina urvilleana 0.0000 0 0

108.1720 301.25 41.200 0 362.6020.15Wasmannia auropunctata 187.5010 0.0000 0 0
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