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Thank you for this opportunity to testify.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH 
Executive Director 
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HB-244 

Submitted on: 2/2/2025 7:33:38 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 2/6/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa Seikai Darcy Share Your Mana Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Committee, 

Mahalo for moving HB244 forward. As a Maui County provider of services for those living 

unsheltered and unhoused, I am in support of HB244. Maui County has been in crisis for over a 

decade and Covid and the wildfires have deepened the needs and exacerbated already critical 

needs. Our only ER is unable to adequately manage the continued needs for those without shelter 

and we need immediate assistance to reach those for whom Maui County does not provide 

shelter. 

Mahalo in advance for your support, 

Lisa Darcy, Share Your Mana 

Makawao, HI Maui County 

 



mailto:533-3454,%20(808)%20927-1214%20/%20kat.caphi@gmail.com
https://dcr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Pop-Reports-Weekly-2025-01-20.pdf




 
 

HB244 DHS Funds for Social Services 
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES & HOMELESSNESS 
Rep. Lisa Marten, Chair 
Rep. Ikaika Olds, Vice Chair  

Thursday, Feb 6, 2025: 10:00am: Room 329 Videoconference 
 
   

Hina Mauka Supports HB244: 
 
ALOHA CHAIR, VICE CHAIR, AND DISTINGUISHED COMMITTEE MEMBERS. 
My name is Brian Baker. I am the Chief Operating Officer for Hina Mauka, a 
mental health and substance use disorder treatment and prevention agency for 
thousands of adults and adolescents on Oahu and Kauai, including recovery-
oriented services and housing transitional living programs. 
 

 
Hina Mauka provides this testimony as a community treatment and prevention 
provider, as well as a member of the Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition (HSAC).  
 
 
Despite the rising need for more funding. the state recently and significantly reduced 
funding for residential and outpatient services, especially for co-occurring disorder 
treatment (mental health and substance abuse.) 
 
Unfortunately, these funding cuts directly harm 
the same people who are ALSO impacted by 
Hawaii’s high cost of living, lack of affordable 
housing, and lack of mental health and substance 
use disorder treatment.  Programs that have 
weathered the storms and continue, remain at 
risk of being lost, due to chronic underfunding,  
 
Expanding state funding for residential treatment beds is a good first step toward 
stabilizing this situation, and reversing the long-term trend of cuts.  Expanding 
funding to incentivize co-occurring treatment then takes the next step toward making 
the system more efficient and effective. 
 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony and are available for further 
questions. 
 

 

There is a significant need for 
more residential and intensive 
outpatient services for individuals 
with co-occurring disorders in 
Hawai’i. 

@lT
HINAMAUKA



 

To: House Committee on Human Services and Homelessness  
Re: HB 244 Relating to the Department of Human Services 
 
Hawai‘i State Capitol, Conference Room 329 & Via Videoconference 
Thursday, February 6, 2025, 10:00AM 
 
Dear Chair Marten, Vice Chair Olds, and Committee Members, 
 
On behalf of HCANSpeaks!, I am writing in strong support of HB 244, relating to early 
childhood intervention. This bill appropriates funds for the department of human services to 
collaborate with community-based organizations (CBOs) to address the need for social services 
in the State.  
 
Hawaiʻi’s most vulnerable populations—children, individuals experiencing homelessness, and 
those in need of social services—rely heavily on the safety net provided by CBOs. However, 
stagnant funding levels and rising operational costs, especially following crises like the Maui 
wildfires, have pushed these organizations to the brink. 
 
This bill is a necessary step toward addressing Hawaiʻi’s growing social service needs. By 
strengthening collaborations with CBOs, we can improve access to benefits, childcare, 
workforce training, and homelessness services while promoting stability and well-being in our 
communities. 
 
Given the ongoing uncertainty of federal spending on social service programs, Hawaiʻi must 
take decisive action to ensure the stability of critical services provided through the Department 
of Human Services. Federal resources often fluctuate, and reductions in funding could 
disproportionately impact programs supporting homelessness, employment support, and child 
welfare. This bill is a necessary safeguard to guarantee that Hawaii’s most vulnerable 
populations continue receiving the assistance they need, regardless of federal budget changes. 
 
The True Cost Coalition supports HB 244 because it directly addresses an urgent funding 
gap that, if left unchecked, would jeopardize the critical services Hawaii families depend 
on. We urge you to pass this measure and invest in the future of Hawaii’s most 
vulnerable residents. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of HB 244. 
 
Kind regards, 
Noreen Kohl, Ph.D. 
Policy Researcher and Advocate 
Hawaiʻi Children’s Action Network, a member of the Hawaiʻi True Cost Coalition  
 

 

https://hitruecost.com/
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Honorable Rep. Lisa Marten Chair February 4, 2025
Members of Committee on Human Services & Homelessness
RE: HB 244
Hearing: Thursday, February 6, 2025
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Via video Conference, Conference Room 329, State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street

Position on HB 244 — In Support

Aloha Chair Marten, Vice Chair Olds and Members of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness,
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony for HB 244, I’m Renae Hamilton-Cambeilh, the Executive
Director of YWCA Kaua’i. On behalf of the YWCA staff and the individuals and families we serve, I am
testifying in strong support of HB 244. The YWCA Kaua’i has been serving our island community for over
I00 years, our local work is focused on providing services for survivors of domestic violence and sexual
assault. For over 25 years, we have been the sole provider of 24-hour crisis intervention services for victims of
DV & SA, we also provide the only Family Violence Shelter on island. Our services save lives and provide
long term support for the survivors trying to healing from these traumatic experiences and crimes.

The Department of Human Services has been the largest funder for these vital services for over 25 years, in the
beginning funding was adequate to meet the costs of a 24 hour facility, however, the funding from DHS has not
risen to meet the yearly rising costs of providing 24 hour services. The YWCA has worked hard at providing a
“patchwork” of funding to keep services going while also trying to meet the higher demand for services. This
“patchwork” approach has not been sustainable and it is more challenging every year to secure needed funding.
This has resulted in the following actions:
0 Vacant positions at the Family Violence Shelter are not being filled.
0 The following positions have been suspended or eliminated; Children’s Advocate, Housing Advocate,

Case Manager and on-site Shelter Therapist. This results in reduced services for survivors and their
children, when survivors don’t receive the support needed to navigate their challenging situations, it may
lead to returning to an abusive and violent home which perpetuates the cycle of violence once again.

0 Inability to keep up with increased wages to retain staff and attract qualified candidates. Staff turnover is
high and there is constant extra burden on remaining staff to ensure basic 24-hour services continue.

These actions did not occur all at once, it has been building over the years due to stagnant DHS funding and less
outside options for funding. This is threat to service delivery is happening all over the state. In this bill, DHS
acknowledges the need for an increase in funding, in 2024, DHS testified that a 20% increase is needed to shore
up funding and meet some of the ongoing rising costs.

The YWCA Kaua’i is committed to continue serving DV and SA survivors, I support this bill as it is necessary
to address the stagnant funding to ensure our state has services in place for the most vulnerable individuals and
families. Mahalo for your consideration to support HB 244.

Respectfully,
Renae Hamilton-Cambeilh, Executive Direct
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Testimony on HB244

Submitted to: Committee on Human Servies & Homelessness
Representative Lisa Marten, Chair
Representative Ikaika Olds, Vice Chair

From: Debbie Spencer-Chun, President and CEO ofAdult Friends for Youth
(AFY).
In support of HB244.

Mahalo nui Ioa for allowing me to testify.

As the President and CEO ofAdult Friends for Youth for the past 17 years and
working directly with high-risk youth for over 20 years, it comes as no surprise that
the needs have gotten greater despite the great work that many Community-Based
Organizations deliver to our society.

For many years, CBOs have had to deliver services at the same rate. We often don’t
get paid the full amount and have to offset our budgets with other funding, making it
a balancing act to stay afloat. Some key concerns, according to a 2022 survey
conducted by True Cost Coalition ofCommunity-Based Organizations, are

v “79% had to cut administrative costs.” (Noting that some private funders are not
allowing this cost either.)
Examples:

l. Salaries: It takes people to conduct the services, so salaries are critical.
Our staff has to wear dual hats as administrators and direct service roles,
which means that we can only charge percentages of their time. In turn,
our staff has to submit timesheets/salaiy worksheets to the government,
which means more papei"work for our staff to provide statistics on their
daily duties. Do government workers have to do this?

2. Rent: This is not seen as critical. Yet, our staff needs a safe space to
write repoits, prepare sessions, conduct mediation, conduct group
sessions with high-risk youth (especially during violent crisis
situations), provide individual and family counseling sessions, and so
much more.

3. Insurance: The government has a threshold that we must meet for
insurance coverage, but it does not consider the rising costs. (Note:
According to TCC, “Insurance expenses rose by 40.8% (adjusted for
2022 dollars).”

There are many more examples, but for the sake of this testimony, I will limit them
to these three points.

3375 Koapaka Street, Suite B290 ~ Honolulu. Hawaii 96819 ~ (808) 833-8775 ' FAX: (808) 833-6469
afy@afyhawaii.com ' Web Page: http://wwwafyhawaii.com



Bottom line: We are grateful for the government's support. However, I would like us
to be recognized as a pat“tnership—the same private/public partnership they
build/have with for-profit businesses, with the contract reflecting that. Recognize
that without many of CBO’s crucial services, our great state of Hawaii would be in
dire straits.

Mahalo for your time. I appreciate you allowing me to share my mana’o.

Respectfully submitted, Deborah Spencer-Chun



http://www.hhhrc.org/
https://www.partnersincareoahu.org/our-mission
https://www.partnersincareoahu.org/our-mission
https://hitruecost.com/








HB-244 

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 9:14:49 AM 

Testimony for HSH on 2/6/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Heather Lusk 
Hawaii Health and Harm 

Reduction Center 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 

The Hawaii Health and Harm Redcution Center strongly supports this measure which will give 

much needed funds to the Dept. of Human Services.  More than ever, we need to ensure that our 

local programs are funded to meet the needs of our most vulnerable residents.  Thank you for 

investing in our local families! 

  

Heather Lusk, ED HHHRC 
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HB-244 

Submitted on: 1/31/2025 10:14:15 PM 

Testimony for HSH on 2/6/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carol Linde Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in support of this bill.  

 



HB-244 

Submitted on: 2/2/2025 6:15:12 AM 

Testimony for HSH on 2/6/2025 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marilyn Yamamoto Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Representative Marten and committee,  

DHS testified at an Informational Briefing in November that most of 10 million dollars allocated 

to the department had been spent on community or contracted organizations to hire qualified 

people to provide services to families.  The result was that those organizations were unable to 

hire qualified people. Where is the money now and to whom was it dispersed?  
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