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any proposed legislation. The report will be submitted no later than twenty days prior to the 1 

convening of the regular session of 2026. 2 

Part III, Section 4. (g) on page 46 of the measure states that task force members “…shall be 3 

reimbursed for expenses, including travel expenses, necessary for the performance of their 4 

duties.” Although not mentioned, an appropriation of $50,000 would fund professional 5 

facilitators and fulfill the reimbursement of travel expenses for home birth task force members 6 

from the neighbor islands. 7 

Based on the specialized topic and comprehensive membership of this task force, it may be 8 

difficult to recruit members that currently work together on related health issues as part of 9 

their employment or associations if they will be prohibited from continuing these professional 10 

interactions during their tenure on the task force based on Part I, Chapter 92, Hawaii Revised 11 

Statutes. We recommend adoption of Office of Information Practices language to amend H.B. 12 

1328 for a limited exemption to Part I, Chapter 92, Hawaii Revised Statutes that allows 13 

interactions/discussions among home birth task force members that need to talk together 14 

about the same issues the task force will be dealing with in the course of their regular work. 15 

The Department welcomes the opportunity to convene the home birth task force to think 16 

through how mothers can receive the birthing support appropriate for their needs and 17 

expectations in as safe a manner as possible. 18 

Offered Amendment:  19 

ADD: SECTION 4. (l) Less than a quorum of task force members may discuss task force business 20 

together outside a meeting provided that they report the matters discussed at the next duly 21 

noticed meeting of the task force, and that no commitment to vote is made or sought. Such 22 

discussions shall be a permitted interaction under Hawaii Revised Statutes §92-2.5. 23 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 24 
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opposes the licensure exemption extending to hanai family under subsection (6), as this 

essentially extends a licensure exemption to an ill-defined group.  

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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SUBCHAPTER 14 
ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE 

¤16-89-81 Practice specialties. (a) The four areas of advanced practice 
registered nurses recognized by the board from which the practice 
specialties are derived are: 

¥ (1)  Nurse practitioner ("NP");  

¥ (2)  Certified registered nurse anesthetist ("CRNA");  

¥ (3)  Certified nurse-midwife ("CNM"); and  
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(4) Clinical nurse specialist ("CNS"). 

(b) In addition to those functions specified for the registered nurse, and 
in accordance with appropriate nationally recognized standards of 
practice, the advanced practice registered nurse may perform the 
following generic acts which include, but are not limited to: 

¥ (1)  Provide direct care by utilizing advanced scientific knowledge, 
skills, nursing and related theories to assess, plan, and implement 
appropriate health and nursing care to patients;  

¥ (2)  Provide indirect care. Plan, guide, evaluate and direct the 
nursing care given by other personnel associated with the health 
care team;  

¥ (3)  Teach, counsel, or plan care for individuals or group, utilizing 
a synthesis of advanced skills, theories, and knowledge of biologic, 
pharmacologic, physical, sociocultural and psychological aspects 
of care to accomplish desired objectives;  



¥ (4)  Serve as a consultant and resource of advanced clinical 
knowledge and skills to those involved directly or indirectly in 
patient care;  

¥ (5)  Participate in joint and periodic evaluation of services rendered 
including, but not limited to, chart reviews, case reviews, patient 
evaluations, and outcome of case statistics;  

¥ (6)  Establish collaborative, consultative, and referral networks as 
appropriate with other health care professionals. Patients who 
require care beyond the scope of practice of an APRN shall be 
referred to an appropriate health care provider;  

¥ (7)  Manage the plan of care prescribed for the patient;  

¥ (8)  Initiate and maintain accurate records and authorize 
appropriate  
regulatory and other legal documents;  

¥ (9)  Recognize, develop, and implement professional and 
community  
educational programs related to health care;  

¥ (10)  Conduct research and analyze the health needs of individuals 
and  
populations and design programs which target at-risk groups and 
cultural and environmental factors which foster health and prevent 
illness;  

¥ (11)  Participate in policy analysis and development of new policy 
initiative in the area of practice specialty; and  



¥ (12)  Contribute to the development, maintenance, and change of 
health care delivery systems to improve quality of health care 
services and consumer access to services.  

(c) The scope of practice for each of the four areas of clinical practice 
specialties shall be in accordance with nationally recognized standards 
of practice which are consistent with the following:(3) Certified nurse-
midwife scope of practice: 

(A) 

(B) 

Provide independent management of women's health care, focusing 
particularly on pregnancy, childbirth, the postpartum period, care of the 
newborn, and the family planning and gynecological needs of women; 

Practice in accordance with the standards for the practice of nurse-
midwifery of the American College of Nurse- Midwives, unless 
otherwise indicated by the board. The standards include but do not limit 
the nurse midwife to: 

¥ (i)  Provide primary care services for women and newborns;  

¥ (ii)  Take histories and perform physical exams;  

¥ (iii)  Order and interpret diagnostic tests;  

¥ (iv)  Operate within a health care system that provides for 
consultation, collaborative management, or referral as indicated by 
the status of the client; and  

¥ (v)  Admit clients for inpatient care at facilities licensed as 
hospitals or birth centers in the State; and  



Includes all of the functions listed in paragraph (1) relating to nurse 
practitioner scope of practice. 

SUBCHAPTER 16 

ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE PRESCRIPTIVE 
AUTHORITY 

¤16-89-116 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to establish the 
requirements of the board for APRN prescriptive authority. APRNs who 
are granted prescriptive authority shall only prescribe drugs appropriate 
to their practice specialties as recognized by the board and in accordance 
with the exclusionary formulary. [Eff 12/27/10; comp 3/28/13; comp 
10/27/18] (Auth: HRS ¤¤26-9 (k), 436B-4, 436B-7) (Imp: HRS 
¤457-8.6) 

¤16-89-117 Prescriptive authority. Only an APRN granted prescriptive 
authority by the board shall be able to practice as an APRN with 
prescriptive authority or use any sign, card, or device to indicate or in 
any way imply, that the person is an APRN who is authorized to 
prescribe. [Eff 12/27/10 comp 3/28/13; comp 10/27/18] (Auth: HRS 
¤¤26-9(k), 436B-4, 436B-7) (Imp: HRS ¤457-8.6) 

¤16-89-119 Prescriptive authority eligibility requirements. (a) The 
requirements for prescriptive authority are as follows: 
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16-89-119 

¥ (1)  A completed application for prescriptive authority provided by 
the board and submitted with all appropriate documents and 
required fees;  

¥ (2)  Proof of a current, unencumbered license as a registered nurse 
in this State and in all other states in which the nurse has a current 
and active license;  



¥ (3)  Proof of a current, unencumbered license as an advanced 
practice registered nurse in this State and in all other states in 
which the nurse has a current and active license as an advanced 
practice registered nurse or similar designation;  

¥ (4)  Proof of a current, unencumbered certification for specialized 
and advanced nursing practice from a national certifying body 
recognized by the board;  

¥ (5)  Proof of successful completion of an accredited graduate-level 
nursing program with a significant educational and practical 
concentration on the direct care of patients, recognized by the 
board, leading to a graduate-level degree as a certified registered 
nurse anesthetist, a nurse midwife, a clinical nurse specialist, or a 
nurse practitioner. A graduate-level degree in nursing education or 
nursing administration does not qualify an applicant for 
prescriptive authority.  

¥ (6)  Proof of successful completion of at least thirty contact hours, 
as part of a graduate-level nursing degree program from an 
accredited, board-recognized college or university, of advanced 
pharmacology education, including advanced 
pharmacotherapeutics that is integrated into the curriculum, within 
the three-year time period immediately preceding the date of 
application. If completed more than the three-year time period, 
then one of the following shall be completed within the three-year 
time period immediately preceding the date of application for 
initial prescriptive authority: 

¥ (A)  At least thirty contact hours of advanced pharmacology, 
including advanced pharmacotherapeutics, from an 
accredited, board-recognized college or university; or  



¥ (B)  At least thirty contact hours of continuing education 
("CE") approved by board-recognized national certifying 
bodies in advanced pharmacology, including advanced 
pharmacotherapeutics related to the applicant's scope of 
nursing practice specialty; and  

¥ (7)  Payment of a non-refundable application fee.  
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¤16-89-119 

Upon satisfying all requirements in chapter 457, HRS, and this chapter, 
and payment of required fees, the board shall grant prescriptive authority 
to the APRN. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude a registered nurse, a licensed 
practical nurse, or an APRN from carrying out the prescribed medical 
orders of a licensed dentist, physician, osteopath, or podiatrist licensed 
in accordance with chapter 448, 453, or 463E, HRS, or the orders of a 
licensed APRN granted prescriptive authority in accordance with this 
chapter. 

(c) Nothing in this chapter shall require a certified registered nurse 
anesthetist to have prescriptive authority under this chapter in order to 
provide anesthesia care. [Eff 12/27/10; am and comp 3/28/13; am and 
comp 10/27/18] (Auth: HRS ¤¤26-9(k), 436B-4, 436B-7) (Imp: HRS 
¤457-8.6) 
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%20FINAL%20May%2018%202012%20FINAL.pdf  Created May 2012. Accessed November 
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27. University of British Columbia. Home birth: an annotated guide to the literature. 2013 
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literature/. Accessed November 2016. 

28. Bailes A. Home Birth Practice Manual 3rd Edition. American College of Nurse-Midwives, 
Silver Spring, MD; 2016. 

 
* Midwifery as used throughout this document refers to the education and practice of certified 
nurse-midwives (CNMs) and certified midwives (CMs) who have been certified by the American 
College of Nurse-Midwives (ACNM) or the American Midwifery Certification Board, Inc. 
(AMCB). 
 
Source: Division of Standards and Practice: Clinical Practice and Documents Section and 
Homebirth Section 
Approved by the ACNM Board of Directors: December 2005,  
Revised: May 2011, Updated: December 2016 
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HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 2:39:59 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nadine Ortega Tagnawa for Maui Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Loy and Honorable Members, 

Please pass H.B. 1328. 

Tagnawa was the first organization to provide Ilokano and Tagalog translations and resource 
navigation to survivors in the immediate aftermath of the 2023 Lahaina fire, and went on to 
conduct the largest needs assessment post-disaster of the Lahaina Filipino community to 
date. We are currently undertaking the first data gathering effort to understand the impacts of the 
Lahaina fire on women, and we believe this bill will ensure women in future environmental 
disasters will have uninterrupted access to pre-natal and post-partum support. Birthworkers 
provided an invaluable lifeline of support for female fire survivors in the days and months after 
the fire. We need to decriminalize, expand, and fortify midwifery infrastructure to weather 
environmental disasters to come. 

While not immediately obvious, this bill is essential to mitigate climate change risks to gender 
equality and women across Hawai'i. 

Further, our organization is committed to the preservation of Native Hawaiian and Filipino 
cultures of care, and the acceleration of gender equality in Hawai'i. HB1328 is the only measure 
that will advance these goals and the needs of expectant working class mothers of color across 
Hawai'i.  

Accordingly, we ask that the Committee pass this HB1328. 

Mahalo, 

Nadine Ortega, J.D. 

Executive Director, Tagnawa 

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 3:27:25 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

M. Chong Zen Den Midwfery Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

On behalf of Zen Den Midwfiery and clients, we OPPOSE HB 1328 and ask both committees to 
vote NO to HB 1328. This is the wrong vehicle to continue the licensing program. Autonomous 
providers responsible for birthting people and their babies should be required to have both 
knowledge and competencies evaluated via accredited education. In any other medical 
profession this would not be in question. Please support the safety and informed choice of 
Hawaii's families by voting no.  

Sincerely, ZDM Community  

 







HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 7:02:51 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Haylin chock Pihana ka ikena Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a member of pihana ka ikena of kaua'i, our group values and perpetuates traditional healing 
practices that should be accessible to our communities and protected. I strongly support HB1328 
to protect our birth workers and the care they are able to offer to our communities. I urge my our 
legislators to support this bill. By protecting birth workers, midwife's and traditional healers 
ability to provide care we are protecting cultural practices and allowing expecting mothers to 
choose plans that are best for themselves and their keiki. 

 



https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1328&year=2025




HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 7:58:48 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Camille Shelton More Than Maternity LLC Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Midwifery, and other terms referring to its likeness, is traditional care that has produced 
beautiful, positive, and healthy outcomes for birthing families around the world for generations. I 
support what is proposed as it is supports the freedom, choice and preservation of midwifery and 
families right to midwifery.  

 









HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 9:06:53 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauleva Lua'iufi Aiono M.A.N.A. Pasefika Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Pacific traditional midwifery must be preserved at all costs. Native Hawaiian & Pacific Islanders 
suffer disproportionate rates of negative perinatal outcomes, as well as the chronic mental and 
physical sicknesses that can be prevented through positive perinatal experiences. We intimately 
know that relying purely on western medicine not only doesn't address our holistic health as 
indigenous people, but that often these systems and instutions cause our communities direct 
harm. We support the protection & enshrinement of familys' rights to have cultural and 
appropriate perinatal care and assert that no governmental body should be restricting individuals 
from receiving care from chosen providers ESPECIALLY during the important and delicate 
perinatal period.  

 



https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1328&year=2025




HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 10:16:22 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sean Chun Pihana ka Ikena Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support of HB1328 as it will supoort cultural practices as we need to perpetuate and have 
freedom ofchoices. 

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 11:03:12 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taytum Herrick Malama Na Pua o Haumea Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Taytum Herrick and I am an aspiring midwife and this bill effects me. This 
bill recognizes cultural practices and different pathways into licensure. This bill was carefully 
curated with community in mind, especially those who live rurally which I do here in Maui 
County. Please listen to the folks serving and living in these communities that just want choice 
and access to options. 

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 11:18:01 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Loel Kaikuaana Pihana Ka Ikena Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1328 

 









HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 11:31:52 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tara Compehos SHINE Sisterhood 
Initiative Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Testimony of 

*TARA COMPEHOS LM* 

*Ka'u Hawai'i Island*  

  

Committee on Health 

Rep. Gregg Takayama, Chair 

Rep. Sue L. Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair 

Rep. Terez Amato, Rep. Cory M. Chun, Rep. Lisa Marten, Rep. Ikaika Olds, 

Rep. Jenna Takenouchi, Rep. David Alcos III, Rep. Diamond Garcia 

  

Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Rep. Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair 

Rep. Cory M. Chun, Vice Chair 

Rep. Greggor Ilagan, Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Rep. Kim Coco Iwamoto, Rep. Sam Satoru Kong, 

Rep. Nicole E. Lowen, Rep. Lisa Marten, Rep. Adrian K. Tam, Rep. Elijah Pierick 

  

*Greeting*   Chair Takayama, ChairMatayoshi, Vice Chairs and all members. 

  













In solidarity, 

Maui Medic Healers Hui 

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 11:47:40 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mieko Stewart Aoki Birthing Care Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Yes please! We need more homebirth midwives who can be trained through genuine experience 
within our communities to cultivate healthy connections throughout their lives.  This is an 
ongoing passing along skills, tools and knowledge by way of natural humankindness.  Homebirth 
midwives create supportive links for life.  This enriches our community!  Hb1328 can continue 
this effort. Books and degrees alone never indicate competency. We should all be weary of those 
who promote letters behind their name with confidence but lack experience...Uh hum, those who 
do not practice but have a loud voice. The awareness and ability to apply the care learned from 
women and families directly are irreplaceable. Hb1194 is a conscious effort to suppress 
midwives and midwifery practices, and disincentivize families from choosing homebirth.  

 









HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 12:09:49 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taylor Hamil Banyan Birth LLC Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition of HB1328 

I am a licensed midwife on the Big Island and respectfully ask you to vote no on HB1328. A 
licensure program exists to protect the consumer and HB1328 does not protect the birthing 
people and keiki of Hawaii.  

HB1328 does not require accredited education, does not provide title protection and does not 
support the advancement of the profession of midwifery.  

Licensure based on completion of an accredited midwifery program meets the ICM global 
standards for midwifery education. Since the first accreditation of a midwifery program in 2002, 
the majority of states when implementing new licensure laws require MEAC education. This is 
in line with the growth of midwifery as a profession and upholds the safety of our communities 
above all else. 

Title protection is an important element to consumer protection and informed choice.  

Implementing a licensure program that has outdated language and scope of practice does not 
meet the current standards of midwifery and limits access to midwifery care, limits the overall 
scope of the profession and compromises the safety of birthing people and keiki of Hawaii.  

 











HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 1:04:43 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leah Karp PHYSIO WELLNESS 
LLC Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

  



Testimony of



 









 
  

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 1:26:05 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Uncle Ben Simpson uncle bens llc Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition of HB1328 

We live on Hawaii island and respectfully ask you to vote no on HB1328. Unliscensed medical 
providers are simply dangerous. A birthworker has the ability to save lives or neglect them. 
Hawaii parents put their lives & the life of their new child in the hands of birthworkers. Without 
a liscensure requirement for midwives that includes formal education parents can be fooled into 
thinking that they are receiving educated evidence baded care when they are not, until sometimes 
it is far too late. 

A licensure program exists to protect the consumer and HB1328 does not protect the birthing 
people and keiki of Hawaii. 
HB1328 does not require accredited education, does not provide title protection and does not 
support the advancement of the profession of midwifery. 

Licensure based on completion of an accredited midwifery program meets the ICM global 
standards for midwifery education. Since the first accreditation of a midwifery program in 2002, 
the majority of states when implementing new licensure laws require MEAC education. This is 
in line with the growth of midwifery as a profession and upholds the safety of our communities 
above all else. 
Title protection is an important element to consumer protection and informed choice. 
Implementing a licensure program that has outdated language and scope of practice does not 
meet the current standards of midwifery and limits access to midwifery care, limits the overall 
scope of the profession and compromises the safety of birthing people and keiki of Hawaii. 

Again, PLEASE VOTE NO for HB1328 

Save lives! - ben 

  

 





mailto:kreelitz@papaolalokahi.org










HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 1:53:01 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Palmer American College of 
Nurse Midwives Support In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

I am submitting testimony in support of the CM language within the HB1328 bill which seeks to 
clarify and uplift the CM credential to align with ACNM Standards of practice supported by the 
HI Auditor reports initially in 1989 within the HI Department of Health. This legislation specific 
to the Certified Midwife (CM) credential would establish the equivalence of the CM to the 
existing CNM credential that is included in the APRN/CNM legislation. The inclusion of the CM 
to the current perinatal provider landscape would serve to increase access to care and access to a 
non-nurse midwifery educational pathway. The language articulated in this bill relating to the 
CM aligns with ACNM standards. Gratitude to all the midwives and midwife supporters who 
have worked on midwifery legislation that enables more families to access midwifery care that is 
safe and accountable.  

Michelle Palmer PhD, CNM, FACNM 

Region 7 Representative, ACNM 
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Jasmine Maes, LM, CPM Nightbloom Birth, LLC Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a Licensed Midwife and CPM practicing on Kauai for the past 5 years.  I have read HB1328 
and am in full support of the bill.  Please approve this bill so we can move forward as a 
community in defining and elevating safe and culturally appropriate practices around birth in 
Hawaii.  Lets stop fighting over who can care for families and increase access for all.  The bill is 
well written and has excellent support.  

Mahalo, 

Jasmine Maes, LM, CPM 
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Uluo !" . Upright, straight, stately, tall and straight as a tree without branches; sharply peaked, as mountains.  Fig., righteous, correct!

        Testimony to the 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE S  
COMMITTEE ON  HEALTH AND   

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERC E  
 

Relating to House Bill  1328 
 

Relating to Midwives.   Continues a licensing scheme for licensed certified midwives and 
licensed certified professional midwives, to be overseen by the Department of Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs.  Re-establishes the home birth task force to provide recommendations on 
issues related to home births.  Dissolves the task force on 6/30/2026.  Requires reports to the 

Legislature. 
 
 
January 10, 2025        2:00 p.m.                       State Capitol, Conference Room 329  
 
Aloha e Chair Takayama, Chair Matayoshi and members of the House of Representatives 
Committees on Health and Consumer Protection & Commerce: 
 
The Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation  (ÒNHLCÓ) offers the following comments on House 
Bill 1328 (ÒHB1328Ó) Ð Relating to Midwives.  
 
In February of 2024, NHLC, the Center for Reproductive Rights, and the law firm  Perkins Coie 
filed a lawsuit , Kaho!ohanohano v. State of Hawai!i, on behalf of maternal care providers 
challenging the current licensing law that regulates the practice of midwifery, H awai!i Revised 
Statutes (ÒHRSÓ) ¤457J. Our clients complained  that, among other things, HRS ¤457J 
unconstitutionally  restricts Native Hawaiian traditional and customary practices , including 
pale keiki, hoÕoh! nau, and h! nau. These practices are protected under Article XII  Section 7 of 
the Hawai !i Constitution , yet HRS ¤457J sets forth requirements to practice that cultural  
practit ioners had no practical pathway to  achieve. Further, if they practiced  without meeting 
the requirements, they could be subject to criminal  and civil  penalties. HRS ¤457J seemed to 
provide a pathway for  traditional and customary practitioners  with this language:  
 

ÒNothing . . . shall prohibit healing practices  by traditional Hawaiian 
healers engaged in traditional healing practices of prenatal, maternal, and 
child care as recognized by any council of k!puna convened by Papa Ola 
L"kahi.Ó 
 

HRS ¤457J-6(b) (emphasis added).   
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The problem, though, is that Papa Ola L" kahi, a nonprofit organi zation burdened by the 
legislature to hold this kuleana  in HRS ¤457J, in fact had no process for recognizing them. So 
effectively , that language in HRS ¤457J was a false door that practitioners  had no way to walk 
through.   
 
After f iling the complaint, Plainti ffs filed a motion for preliminary injunction  seeking to enjoin 
the State from enforcing  HRS ¤457J, because the case against the law"# constitutionality  was 
strong, and the harms being caused to our clients, the practices they perpetuate, and the 
people they serve were severe. After hearing from a total of 15 witnesses Ð 11 called by our 
clients and 4 called by the State Ð the Court concluded that we were right on this issue and 
granted a statewide injunction. The statewide preliminary injunction  issued by the Court is 
still in place , and the trial in the matter is set to start on January 19, 2026.   
 
HB1328 addresses the concerns of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners  that prompted  the 
filing of the lawsuit .  HB1328 amends HRS ¤457J so that the Midwifery Licensure  Law does 
not require a practitioner  Òengaged in traditional Native  Hawaiian healing practices of 
prenatal, maternal, or child  careÓ to obtain a midwifery license.   HB1328Õs clear exemption for 
cultural practitioners  provide s a workable pathway for them to engage in tradi tional and 
customary h!nau practices without  the risk that  they will be subject to the civil and criminal 
penalties under  HRS ¤457J.  By establishing this clear exemption for traditional Native 
Hawaiian customary practices , HB1328 protects the rights of Native Hawaiian practitioners of 
pale keiki, h!nau, and ho !oh!nau  consistent with the StateÕs constitutional obligations under 
Article XII  Section 7.   
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
      
 
       Me ka ha!aha!a, 

       
       Kirsha K.M. Durante  
       Litigation Director  
 
 
 





https://www.aclualabama.org/en/news/alabama-courts-extreme-ruling-puts-ivf-treatments-risk
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2023/bills/SB1_SD2_.pdf
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Rep. Gregg Takayama, Chair 

Rep. Sue L. Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair 

Committee on Health 


Monday, February 10, 2025 

2:00 PM Conference Room 329 


RE: HB1328 Midwifery Licensure - Support 


Dear Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and Members of the 
Committee, 


The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce represents over 450 small businesses and 
entrepreneurs across the state that strive for a triple bottom line: people, planet 
and prosperity.  As small business owners who believe we can strengthen Hawaii!s 
economy without hurting workers, consumers, communities or the environment, 
we urge this committee to support HB1328, which expands access to midwifery 
care by including a nationally recognized apprenticeship pathway to licensure that 
is recognized in 27 states and Washington DC. Access to midwifery care improves 
health outcomes for all birthing individuals and their children. 


Did you know than half of Hawaii!s hospitals have labor and delivery units? 

HB1328 responds to Hawaii!s maternal healthcare needs, particularly in rural areas 
and neighbor islands by allowing licensed midwives to practice to the full extent of 
their credentials, training and experience. 


Do you believe in the right to choose? 

An individual!s power of choice on where, how and with when they experience 
pregnancy care and childbirth is an exercise of reproductive rights and bodily 
autonomy. HB1328 balances reproductive rights and consumer protections, while 
protecting religious and cultural birthing practices without the threat of 
criminalization. Traditional birth attendants would be exempt from midwifery 
licensure provided they comply with speci fic disclosure requirements established 
by the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. 


HB1328 is supported by OHA, ACLU of Hawaii, Hawaii Home Birth Collective, 
Ko!olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club, Hawaii County, Maui County, Kauai County and 
the Commission on the Status of Women, Maui County.  The Chamber of 
Sustainable Commerce recognizes the importance of midwives in our community, 
safeguarding the health of mothers, babies and the cultural knowledge of birthing 
practices. 


Thank you for your thoughtful re flection before creating regulations that impact 
one the most important experiences we go through as women and as a species, 
childbirth, and the welcoming in of baby human beings. Having the right to 
choose how, with whom and where we ÒdeliverÓ the life we created empowers 
mothers. This matters. 

Support HB1328. 


Hawaii Legislative 

Council Members

Russell Ruderman

Island Naturals


Hilo/Kona

Tina Wildberger 

Kihei Ice


Kihei

www.ChamberOfSusta inab leCommerce.org

Chamber of 

Sustainable Commerce 


808.445.7606 

P.O. Box 22394


Honolulu, HI 96823

Robert H. Pahia

Hawaii Taro Farm


Wailuku

L. Malu Shizue Miki

Abundant Life 

Natural Foods 


Hilo

Maile Meyer 

Na Mea Hawaii


Honolulu

Dr. Andrew Johnson 

Niko Niko 


 Family Dentistry 

Honolulu

Joell Edwards 

Wainiha Country Market 


Hanalei
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HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/10/2025 9:39:58 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Piper Lovemore Mothering Justice Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Mothering Justice supports this bill as the genuine voice of the People.  
As the practice of midwifery is lobbied and litigated all across the U.S., here emerges a unique 
and practical solution, that could serve as a resounding precedent, should Hawai'i recognize 
herein the potential to lead this nation's colonial blunder out of crisis. Self important, self 
imposed and deadly, maternity care today is suffering from delusions of its own grandeur. 
Respectfully, Hawai'i seeks to exempt itself from this clearly mistaken path and heal through 
rediscovering, reemphasizing that which was never broken, never so egregiously harmful as its 
current counterpart, but simply maligned in a shameful and embarrassing chapter of history.  
This bill will protect practitioners as they Sankofa important healing modalities. It will promote 
deeper skill by protecting access to culturally relevant education, locally. It will protect families 
and communities by preserving the village framework of mutual care known to be a necessity for 
strong mental and physical health of its members.  
May mothers ever be empowered to advocate for themselves, may their voices supersede all 
others in elevating their interests. May this bill pass into law! 
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HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 6:06:36 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Kawasaki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Does not delineate the difference between a non-nurse midwife and a certified midwife APRN 
with prescriptive authority. Non-nurse midwives should not be able to prescribe medications or 
controlled substances.  

 







HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 6:16:34 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia Blair Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a retired Registered Nurse who has worked in Labor and Delivery, I support this bill. 

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 6:46:12 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Kim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose this bill as it allows untrained people to legally perform specialized complex procedures 
that risk significant harm to mom and baby that can lead to death.  

 





HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 8:26:43 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kainoa Toomata Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1328. As a father, husband, Native Hawaiian and communtiy member I 
fellt this bill will allow for the continued poor care during home births.These  requirements do 
not meet any standards and are dangerous.  

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 9:52:49 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy Shimata Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

�³Aloha Chairs Takayama and Matayoshi, Vice Chairs Keohokapu-Lee Loy and Chun, and 
Committee Members,  

   

My name is Kathy Shimata, and I am a resident of Honolulu.  I am testifying in support of H.B. 
1328, relating to midwifery.  

   

�7�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�±�L���6�W�D�W�H���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�\����
including where and with whom to experience pregnancy and birth care. H.B. 1328 expands 
�D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���P�L�G�Z�L�I�H�U�\���O�L�F�H�Q�V�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���E�\���G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��   

�x  
o �6�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���D���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���F�K�R�R�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���E�L�U�W�K���D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H���R�I��

birth and to involve those they identify as family and support in the birthing 
experience  

o Allows licensed midwives to practice to the full extent of their credentials, 
training, and experience   

o Expands access to midwifery care by including a nationally recognized 
apprenticeship pathway used in 27 states and Washington D.C. as a pathway to 
licensure   

o Balances reproductive rights and consumer protections  
o Protects Native Hawaiian traditional and customary birthing practices without 

the threat or fear of criminalization   
o Protects other religious and cultural birthing practices without the threat or fear 

of criminalization   
o Allows traditional birth attendants to be exempt from midwifery licensure 

provided they comply with specific disclosure requirements established by the 
Dept. of Commerce & Consumer Affairs  

�$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H���F�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�L�U�W�K�L�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���F�K�R�R�V�L�Q�J�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���R�I���W�K�D�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����L�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���V�D�I�H�W�\���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O-
being. H.B. 1328 �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�V���+�D�Z�D�L�±�L�¶�V���P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G���G�H�V�H�U�W�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���W�U�X�O�\��



harming our families, especially those who may not be able to afford care in a hospital, may not 
have access to transportation or childcare that would allow them to attend an appointment, or 
may not feel welcome in the health care system.   

  

There is a lack of evidence to support the claim that traditional midwifery and home births 
worsen outcomes for maternal and child health.  

   

There are multiple midwifery bills before your committee, but H.B. 1328 offers the most robust 
reproductive autonomy protections �D�Q�G���K�D�V���J�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���2�+�$�����W�K�H���$�&�/�8���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�±�L����
Hawai�‹�L���+�R�P�H���%�L�U�W�K���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�����(�D���+�—�Q�D�X�����W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�±�L�����0�D�X�L�����.�D�X�D�¶�L�����D�Q�G���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H��
community organizations. Please support H.B. 1328 to ensure protection for reproductive 
�I�U�H�H�G�R�P���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�±�L��   

   

Mahalo for your consideration,  

Kathy Shimata 

   

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 11:10:07 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Isabella Lau Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in support of this bill. The medicalization and hospitalization of birth can never 
fully encompass the full range of birthing practices that are a part of traditional, generational and 
cultural lineages. It is a woman's and a mother's right to make informed decisions about who, 
what, when, and where she births, and this kind of empowered birth has been shown to have the 
best and safest outcomes for both babies and mothers. Supporting the ability for midwives to 
practice and give care to mothers does not mean hospitalized birth does not have its appropriate 
role when a birth outside of it is not safe -- I believe both can work together to provide the best 
care to mothers and babies, but we cannot pretend that a hospital birth is the only option and the 
most desirable one for all women. Supporting this bill means you are protecting the sanctity of 
birth for all wahine. 

 



HB-1328 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 11:18:55 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/10/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelly Ogata Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Takayama, Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair Chun and 
members of the Committees on Health and Consumer Protection & Commerce: 

  

I am in strong opposition of HB 1328. This legislation creates an unsafe system of care for our 
families on many different levels. 

As a registered nurse with a Master's degree in Public Health/Maternal Child Health and a 
lifelong resident of Hawaii, I understand the importance of holistic education and training as it 
relates to caring for our families. Please keep our families safe from unregulated systems and 
potential cultural appropriation by opposing HB 1328. 
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