
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ^77
Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 2 8 2025
RE: S.B. No. 961

S. D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred S.B. 
No. 961, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to facilitate 
nutrition assistance for the needy.

Specifically, the measure requires the Department of Human 
Services to:

(1) Set the minimum certification periods for Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program benefit households to 
twelve months; provided that for households in which all 
adult members are sixty years of age or older, the 
minimum certification periods shall be twenty-four 
months;

(2) Participate in the Elderly Simplified Application 
Project of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
to simplify eligibility determinations for eligible 
households; and
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(3) Submit reports to the Legislature regarding the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and the 
Elderly Simplified Application Project.

Your Committee received written comments in support of this 
measure from the Executive Office on Aging; Office of Climate 
Change, Sustainability and Resiliency of the City and County of 
Honolulu; a member of the Hawaii County Council; Hawaii Substance 
Abuse Coalition; AARP Hawaii; Ka Ohana 0 Na Pua; Indivisible 
Hawaii Statewide Network; Hawaii Primary Care Association; Hawaii 
Appleseed; Hawaii Children's Action Network Speaks!; Hawaii Food 
Industry Association; Indivisible Hawaii; AAUW of Hawaii; Hawaii 
Public Health Institute; Hawaii Hunger Action Network; Hawaii 
Alliance for Progressive Action; Hawaii Family Caregiver 
Coalition; Catholic Charities Hawaii; AlohaCare; Hawaii Foodbank; 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Foodbank; Healthy Eating Active Living 
Coalition of Kauai County; and numerous individuals.

Your Committee received written comments on this measure from 
the Department of Human Services and one individual.

Your Committee finds that increased access to nutritious 
meals will improve the overall health of the State's needy 
children and senior citizens. Your Committee finds this measure 
to be an appropriate mechanism to reach that goal.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Ways and Means that is attached to this report, your 
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. 
No. 961, S.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ways and Means,

DONOVAN M. DE LA CRUZ, ChHj/

SB961 SSCR LRB 25-1355.docx

■iiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiii'



The Senate 
Thirty-Third Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes 
Committee on Ways and Means 

WAM

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:___________________________________

The Recommendation is:

Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (C) X
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. (VC) X
AQUINO, Henry J.C. X
DECOITE, Lynn X
ELEFANTE, Brandon J.C. K
HASHIMOTO, Troy N. X
INOUYE, Lorraine R. X
KANUHA, Dru Mamo X
KIDANI, Michelle N. X
KIM, Donna Mercado X
LEE, Chris X
WAKAI, Glenn X
FEVELLA, Kurt y

TOTAL IS 0
Recommendation: xz

12^ Adopted __ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Qestan^i^ASignature:

Distribution: 1/ Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised; 12/09/24


