STAND. COM. REP. NO. (\”

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 18 2025
RE: H.B. No. 97
H.D. 2
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Economic Development and Tourism, to which
was referred H.B. No. 97, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO TRAVEL INSURANCE,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish a new
regulatory framework for the sale of travel insurance in the
State, including licensing and registration requirements for
limited lines travel insurance producers.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Allianz Global Assistance Service Company, United States
Travel Insurance Association, and American Property Casualty
Insurance Association.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs.

Your Committee finds that thirty-seven states have developed
and incorporated a uniform and workable regulatory framework for
travel insurance sales. As travel insurance specifically pertains
to the risks associated with travel, including but not limited to
trip cancellations, flight delays, and lost luggage, it is an
important step many travelers take to decrease the potential
financial expenditures related to unfortunate travel situations.
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Your Committee further finds that it is critical to align existing
statute to national insurance standards by distinguishing
regulations between insurance and non-insurance elements of travel
protection plans. By establishing a comprehensive regulatory
outline for the sale of travel insurance, this measure will affirm
the State's commitment to strengthening consumer protections,
including regulating sales practices, refund periods, and consumer
disclosures.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language that would have required any
repatriation of remains claim to be filed under an
accident and health or sickness line of insurance; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Economic Development and Tourism that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 97, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends
that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B.
No. 97, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on
Commerce and Consumer Protection.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Economic
Development and Tourism,

& (ol

LYN ECOITE, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Economic Development and Tourism
EDT

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

HE aF HDQ EOT. (PN

5/11/2095

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
D Pass, unamended

I{Pass, with amendments |:] Hold D Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye /| Aye (WR) Nay Excused
DECOITE, Lynn (C) v/
WAKAI, Glenn (VC) v/
FUKUNAGA, Carol \V4 /
KIM, Donna Mercado v /)
AWA, Brenton \/
/ e
TOTAL e S 2
Recommendation:
Adopted D Not Adopted
Chair's or Designee’s Signaturm
Distribution: Original S(\ )d{ejly( Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Rep rk'sOffice Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

N
*Only one measu‘/e per Record of Votes

Revised: 12/09/24




