
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB11 , 2025

RE: H.B. No. 781
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred H.B.
No. 781, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE WAIAHOLE WATER SYSTEM,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds for the
Waiahole Water System for bond debt service and tunnel repair.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Agribusiness Development Corporation; Ulupono Initiative;
Hawaii Agriculture Research Center; Kunia Village Title Holding
Corporation; Bayer; Larry Jefts Farms, LLC; Land Use Research
Foundation of Hawaii; Hawai’i Farm Bureau; Hawaii Crop Improvement
Association; Hawai’i Farmers Union; and two individuals. Your
Committee received testimony in opposition to this measure from
one individual.

Your Committee finds that the Walahole Water System (System)
plays an essential role in supporting agriculture on Oahu through
the delivery of a reliable source of irrigation water to local
farming operations in the central and leeward regions of the
island. Your Committee further finds that while the System’s
water users have grown more efficient with their use, users pay
significantly more for water from the System than others pay for
agricultural water from comparable systems, due in large part to
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existing debt owed on general obligation bonds issued in 1999 to
enable the Agribusiness Development Corporation to purchase the
System and replace the System’s three deteriorated redwood
siphons. Additionally, crucial repairs are needed to the System’s
infrastructure. Your Committee believes that appropriating funds
to pay off the remaining debt service on bond obligations and
perform necessary repairs will reduce water costs and ensure all
users who depend on the System continue to have reliable access to
water.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of $4,500,000 to pay the bond debt service on
the Waiahole Water System and $2,000,000 for the repair of the
adit 8 tunnel of the Waiahole Water System.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
781, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred to your Committee
on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

MARK J. HA M, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~~~ A~WI~L~1tM ‘4 (°I2~~~Z~
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: j’~Pass, unamended (as is) DG~~with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C)

2. LAMOSAO, Rachele F. (VC)

~-

3. BELATTI, Della Au LV

4. ICH1YAMA, Linda

5. IWAMOTO, Kim Coco

6. MORIKAWA, Dee

7. POEPOE, Mahina

8. WOODSON, Justin H.

9. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (10) 01 0
The recommendation is: tU~..~~ted IJ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:~~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committ e Duplicate ( ellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




