
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB11 , 2025

RE: H.B. No. 497
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems, to which was
referred H.B. No. 497, H.D. 1, entitled:

1’A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWAII CHILD NUTRITION
PROGRAMS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish the Hawaii Child Nutrition Programs as an
agency in the Department of Agriculture; and

(2) Fund grant-based programs to be administered through the
Hawaii Child Nutrition Programs.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai’i Farmers Union; Hawai’i Public Health Institute;
Farm Link Rawai’i; Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council; and five
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure
from the Department of Education and Department of Agriculture.

Your Committee finds that the Hawaii Child Nutrition Programs
plays a vital role in linking federal nutrition services with
local school meal programs, ensuring compliance with federal
requirements while supporting food access for students. As the
Department of Education works toward its “30 by 30” goal—sourcing
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at least thirty percent of school meal ingredients locally by
2030—additional resources and staffing are needed to strengthen
farm-to—school connections. This measure better aligns the Hawaii
Child Nutrition Programs’ mission with the State’s broader
agricultural goals and provides funding for grant-based programs,
further supporting Hawaii’s commitment to improving nutrition,
food security, and local agricultural sustainability.

Your Committee has amended this measure by making technical,
nonsubstantive amendments for the purposes of clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 497, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to your Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 497, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture & Food
Systems,

b

~NKAHALOA?~
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives J45~~ 3~(

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems

BilllResolution No.: Committee ReferraF Date:

~ - ~~
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. KAHALOA, Kirstin (C) tX(

2. KUSCH, Matthias (VC) K
~

3. LOWEN, Nicole E.

~

4. PERRUSO, Amy A.

~
5. QUINLAN, Sean N

6. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (6)

The recommendation is: ~ No~ - pted

If j(
i~dopted

commi
ort recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — }{MSO

)


