
STAND. 0CM. REP. NO. c~ç
Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB13 , 2025

RE: H.B. No. 416
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine 1K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred H.B. No. 416
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HOUSING,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to exempt state-financed
housing developments from the requirement to obtain approval from
the applicable county council.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Appleseed Center for Law & Economic Justice;
Housing Hawai’i’s Future; Grassroot Institute of Hawaii; and Maui
Chamber of Commerce. Your Committee received testimony in
opposition to this measure from the Department of Planning and
Permitting of the City and County of Honolulu; Lahainä Strong;
LIMBY Hawai’i; and three individuals. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Hawaii Housing Finance and
Development Corporation and Office of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii’s housing regulations are
the strictest in the country and the need for streamlining the
process to develop affordable housing is at an all-time high.
Your Committee further finds that only twenty percent of residents
can afford the median home sale price, while over fifty percent of
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renters are cost—burdened, spending more than thirty percent of
their income on housing. State-financed projects undergo rigorous
review by the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation
and requiring county council approval may create redundancy that
results in delays. This measure will remove administrative
barriers while preserving essential oversight and ensuring that
critical health, safety, and affordability standards are upheld.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Specifying that projects that received a financing
commitment from the State within the urban land use
district are exempt for approval by a county legislative
body;

(2) Authorizing a county planning director to reject a
permit application within thirty days of receiving the
preliminary plans and specifications for reasons related
to a lack of infrastructure for a project within a urban
land use district that received a financing commitment
from the State;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making a technical, nonsubstantive amendment for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
416, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 416, H.D. 1, and be
referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

2025—1617 HB416 HD1 HSCR HMSO—l



STAND. 0CM. REP. NO.
Page 3

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

LUKE A. EVSLIN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives •~~f $~~1~•

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
i-it3L~-f&, H5i~3HA 1/~z7z5

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. EVSLIN, Luke A. (C)

2. MIYAKE, Tyson K. (VC)

3. COCHRAN, Elle ‘I

4. GRANDINETTI, Tina Nakada

-~

5. KILA, Darius K.

6. KITAGAWA, Lisa

7. LA CHICA, Trish I

8. MURAOKA, Christopher L.
~-

~

9. PIERICK, Elijah

TOTAL(9) / 1
The recommendation is: Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
co •ttee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~1~3%_ AJ14/i~~~tLt~.)
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Ye low) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


