
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

JAN30 , 2025

RE: H.B. No. 309
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred H.B.
No. 309 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FISHPONDS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish a working group
within the University of Hawai’i Sea Grant Program to develop an
inventory of state-owned fishponds.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Hawai’i Climate
Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission; Hawai’i Alliance for
Progressive Action; Green Party of Hawai’i; Historic Hawai’i
Foundation; Kua’aina Ulu ‘Auamo; Hawai’i Farmers Union United;
Hawai’i Fishermen’s Alliance for Conservation and Tradition, Inc.;
Strata Farms; and numerous individuals.

Your Committee finds that an inventory conducted in 1901
found approximately three hundred sixty loko i’a, or fishponds, in
the State, with approximately ninety—nine in active use at the
time. Your Committee further finds that since that survey, a
range of factors have impacted loko i’a to varying degrees. While
some loko i’a remain relatively intact, many have fallen into
disrepair, are in ruins, or have been destroyed. Your Committee
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believes that in addition to preserving traditional Native
Hawaiian culture and practices, loko i’a play a vital role in
enhancing the State’s ecological well-being and offer
opportunities to expand food security and community—based resource
management. This measure is intended to fulfill the State’s
responsibility as a steward of the land and ensure future
generations can benefit from the opportunities loko i’a provide by
developing a comprehensive inventory of loko i’a in the State,
their condition, and their potential for restoration.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the inventory shall be of all fishponds
on state land and shall include information on the
function of each fishpond;

(2) Specifying that the literature review shall include a
review of Hawaiian language newspapers;

(3) Changing the appropriation to an unspecified amount;

(4) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
E’inance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of $250,000.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
309, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 309, H.D. 1, and be
referred to your Committee on Higher Education.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

MARK J. SHEM, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

fig ~ wi~u,~
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) ~~Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C)

——~
2. LAMOSAO, Rachele F. (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au
—

4. ICHIYAMA, Linda
-~ -~

5. IWAMOTO, Kim Coco

-~

6. MORIKAWA, Dee

7. POEPOE, Mahina
—

8. WOODSON, Justin H.

9. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

~

10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL(10) U C
The recommendation is: ~~Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acrony (s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committ e Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HIvISO


