
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2025

FEB 1 4
RE: H.B. No. 1298

H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Labor, to which was referred H.B. No. 1298,
H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HOUSING,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development
Corporation to establish a Government Employee Housing
Revolving Fund Program and Government Employee Ninety-
Nine Year Leasehold Rent—to—Own Program; and

(2) Establish the Government Employee Housing Revolving
Fund.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation;
United Public Workers, AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO; Hawaii
Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO; Maui
Chamber of Commerce; and one individual. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of the Attorney
General and Tax Foundation of Hawaii.

Your Committee finds that the State’s high cost—of-living
contributes to unaffordable housing prices and makes it difficult
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for residents to save money to own a home. Your Committee also
finds that many government employees do not earn enough wages to
own property, especially when they have families to provide for.
Your Committee believes that this measure can provide a path
toward home ownership for government employees, and possibly
attract candidates to apply for government jobs.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Inserting grant standards as recommended by the
Department of the Attorney General to comply with the
requirements for awarding grants of public money in
article VII, section 4 of the Hawaii State Constitution;
and

(2) Makin~ technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Labor that is attached to this report, your Committee
is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1298, H.D. 1,
as amended herein, and recommends that it be referred to your
Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1298,
H.D. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Labor,



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Labor

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HB12q~-~O1 HS~,LA~,PI1’J
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) ~ Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LAB Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. SAYAMA, Jackson D. (C)

2. LEE, Mike (VC)
—

3. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

~
4. KAPELA, Jeanne

~L-

5. KONG, Sam Satoru

-

6. REYES ODA, Julie

TOTAL (6)

The recommendation is: ~Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — RIVISO


