
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TI-URTY-ThIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 H . B. NO.

A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATING TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the absence of tax

2 incentives for home fortification, grants for low-income

3 families to strengthen their homes, and efforts to create and

4 enhance hurricane shelter capacity stems from a lack of a

5 unified approach to securing funds and dedicated personnel to

6 plan and manage such initiatives. Currently, the Hawaii

7 emergency management agency is primarily focused on post-

8 disaster response efforts for events such as hurricanes,

9 tsunamis, or fires. The legislature believes that the State has

10 an obligation to provide sufficient funding and resources to

11 ensure that residents of the State are thoroughly prepared for a

12 natural disaster.

13 Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to appropriate

14 funds for the office of the governor, in collaboration with the

15 insurance division of the department of commerce and consumer

16 affairs, to:

17 (1) Plan and administer:
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1 (A> Income tax credits relating to emergency

2 management or disaster preparedness; and

3 (B) Grants for low-income taxpayers to fortify their

4 residential real property;

5 (2) Oversee the increase of emergency shelters; and

6 (3) Hire necessary personnel.

7 SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general

8 revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $ or so

9 much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2025-2026 and

10 the same sum or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal

11 year 2026—2027 for the office of the governor, in collaboration

12 with the insurance division of the department of commerce and

13 consumer affairs, to:

14 (1) Plan and administer:

15 (A) Any income tax credits relating to emergency

16 management or disaster preparedness; and

17 (B) Grants for low-income taxpayers making eighty per

18 cent or less of the area median income to fortify

19 their residential real property;

20 (2) Oversee the development of emergency shelters,

21 including hurricane and tsunami shelters; and
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1 (3) Hire personnel as needed to carry out the purposes of

2 this Act.

3 The sums appropriated shall be expended by the office of

4 the governor for the purposes of this Act.

5 SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2025.

6 INTRODUCED BY: ~. ~64.’La*f,

JAN 1 6 2025
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Report Title:
Office of the Governor; DCCA; Disaster Preparedness;
Appropriation

Description:
Appropriates funds for the Office of the Governor, in
collaboration with the Insurance Division of the Department of
Commerce and Consumer Affairs, to: (1) plan and administer
income tax credits relating to emergency management or disaster
preparedness and grants for low-income taxpayers to fortify
their residential real property; (2) oversee the development of
emergency shelters; and (3) hire necessary personnel.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.

2025—0608 RB HMSO

IINIIIIIII~I II II~II II 1 I~I~I Ill I~I~IU hII~ I~I~IU~llIh


