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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES l (b
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 H . B . N O .

STATE OF HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ACT

PROPOSING TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF HAWAIT

REGARDING STATE JUSTICES AND JUDGES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The purpose of this Act is to propose
amendments to article VI of the Constitution of the State of
Hawaii to:

(1) Require the election of state justices and judges, as

provided by law;

(2) Authorize the governor and chief justice to make
interim appointments for vacancies in the offices of
the chief justice, supreme court, intermediate
appellate court, and circuit courts, or district
courts, respectively; aﬁd

(3) Repeal provisions pertaining to the judicial selection
commission.

SECTION 2. Article VI, section 3, of the Constitution of

the State of Hawaili is amended to read as follows:
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Justice—as—appiticabler] The justices and judges shall be

elected by the gqualified voters of this State at a general

election as provided by law.

In the case of a vacancy in the office of the chief

justice, supreme court, intermediate appellate court or circuit

courts occurring no later than six months immediately preceding

the next general election, the governor shall fill the vacancy

with an interim appointee within thirty days of the date of

vacancy. The interim appointment term for the office of the

chief justice, supreme court, intermediate appellate court and

circuit courts shall expire on the date of the next general

election. In the case of a vacancy in the district courts

occurring no later than six months immediately preceding the

next general election, the chief justice shall fill the vacancy

with an interim appointee within thirty days of the date of

vacancy. The interim appointment term for the district courts

shall expire on the date of the next general election. The

chief justice shall appoint per diem district court judges as

provided by law.
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QUALIFICATIONS FOR [APPOINTEMENIE] ELECTION

Justices and judges shall be residents and citizens of the
State and of the United States, and licensed to practice law by
the supreme court. A justice of the supreme court, a judge of
the intermediate appellate court and a judge of the circuit
court shall have been so licensed for a period of not less than
ten years preceding nomination. A judge of the district court
shall have been so licensed for a period of not less than five
years preceding nomination.

No justice or judge shall, during the term of office,
engage in the practice of law, or run for or hold any other
office or position of profit under the United States, the State
or its political subdivisions.

. TENURE; RETIREMENT

The term of office of justices and judges of the supreme
court, intermediate appellate court and circuit courts shall be
ten years. Judges of district courts shall hold office for the
periods as provided by law. [At—teast—sixmonthsbefore—the
expiration—eofaJustice'ls—or Judge'stermofoffice—every
. . I na T s ] NI ] .
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section—-or—bvlaw-]

Justices andvjudges shall be retired upon attaining the age
of seventy years. They shall be included in ény retirement law
of the State."

SECTION 3. Article VI, section 4, of the Constitution of

the State of Hawaii is repealed.

[ " FUDECIAL—SELECTION—COMMISSION
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SECTION 4. The question to be printed on the ballot shall
be as follows:
"Shall the Constitution of the State of Hawaii be
amended to:
(1) Require the election of state justices and
judges, as provided by law;
(2) Authorize the governor and chief justice to make

interim appointments for vacancies in the offices
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of the chief justice, supreme court, intermediate
appellate court, and circuit courts, or district
courts, respectively; and

(3) Repeal provisions pertaining to the judicial
selection commission?"

SECTION 5. Constitutional material to be repealed is
bracketed and stricken. New constitutional material is
underscored.

SECTION 6. This amendment shall take effect upon
compliance with article XVII, section 3, of the Constitution of
the State of Hawaii; provided that ratification shall take
effect upon the enactment of appropriate statutory law to

facilitate the purposes of this amendment.

INTRODUCED BY: /

JAN 2 2 2025
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H.B. NO. 72k

Report Title:
Constitutional Amendment; Justices and Judges; Election;
Vacancies; Judicial Selection Commission

Description:

Proposes to amend the state constitution to: (1) require the
election of state justices and judges, as provided by law;
authorize the governor and chief justice to make interim
appointments for vacancies in the offices of the chief justice,
supreme court, intermediate appellate court, and circuit courts,
or district courts, respectively; and (3) repeal provisions
pertaining to the judicial selection commission.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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