
4k .B. NO. 10(1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO THE GREENHOUSE GAS SEQUESTRATION TASK FORCE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. Section 201-12.8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

2 amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows:

3 “(b) Subject to legislative appropriation, moneys from the

4 fund may be expended by the Hawaii state energy office for the

5 following purposes and used for no other purposes, except for

6 those set forth in this section:

7 (1) To support the Hawaii clean energy initiative program

8 and projects that promote and advance dependable and

9 affordable energy, renewable energy, energy

10 efficiency, energy self-sufficiency, and greater

11 energy security and resiliency for the State and

12 public facilities;

13 (2) To fund, to the extent possible, the climate change

14 mitigation and adaptation commission [and thc

15 grccnhouoc ga~ Dcgucztration tack forcc]

16 (3) To support achieving the zero emissions clean economy

17 target set forth in section 225P-5;
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1 (4) To fund projects and incentives to promote the

2 adoption of clean transportation technologies, develop

3 clean vehicle charging infrastructure, and upgrade

4 infrastructure to support the development of clean

5 vehicle charging infrastructure; and

6 (5) To fund, to the extent possible, the duties of the

7 state building code council in section 107-24, as they

8 relate to the development of energy conservation

9 codes.”

10 SECTION 2. Section 225P-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

[“~225P I Creenhou~e gao ocqucotration tar~k forcc. -(-a-)

Thc grccnhouoc gao ocqucotration taok forcc io cotabliohcd

within thc off icc of planning and ouotainablc dcvclopmcnt for

n9m~ni rn’~rr~ nn~r~nnr~n only- Thr~ i—nqlc €nr’rr ~-ihn1 1 hn~rr the’
~- —-i

following objcctivco:

public and privatc otakcholdcro to cotabl±oh

a baoclinc for grccnhouoc gao cmiooiono within Hawaii

and ohort and long tcrm bcnchmarko for incrcaoing
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*2+ Idcntify appropriatc critcria to mcasurc basclinc

lcvcls and incrcascs in grccnhousc gas scqucstration,

improvcmcnts in soil hcalth, incrcascs in agricultural

and aquacultural product yicld and quality

attributablc to grccnhousc gas scqucstration and

improvcmcnts in soil hcalth, and othcr kcy indicators

of grccnhousc gas bcncfits from bcncficial

agricultural and aquacultural practiccs that may bc

uscd to crcatc a ccrtification program for promoting

agricultural and aquacultural practiccs that gcncratc

grccnhousc gas bcncf its and agricultural and

aquacultural production bcncf its;

Idcntify land and marinc usc policics, agricultural

policics, agroforcstry policics, and mitigation

options that would cncouragc agricultural and

aquacultural practiccs and land usc practiccs that

would promotc incrcascd grccnhousc gas scqucstration,

build hcalthy soils, and providc grccnhousc gas

bcncf its;

Idcntify ways to incrcasc thc gcncration and usc of

compost in Hawaii to build hcalthy soils;
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-(-5-)- Idcntify practiccs and policics that add trccs or

vcgctation to cxpand thc urban trcc canopy in urban

arcas to rcducc ambicnt tcmpcraturcs, incrcasc climatc

rcsilicncy, and improvc grccnhousc gas scgucstration

-in T-Tnw-,i I nnc9
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-(-6-)- Makc rccommcndations to thc lcgislaturc and govcrnor

rcgarding mcasurcs that would incrcasc climatc

rcsilicncy, build hcalthy soils, providc grccnhousc

gas bcncfits, or cool urban arcas.

In addition to thc objcctivcs listcd in subsccti~n

task forcc may consI~nr:

Dcvcloping inccntivrs

inccntivcs, includi~

-(-A-)- Loans, tax crcdit.,

-(-B-)- Rcscarch;

-(-9-)- Tcchnical ass

-(-B-)- Educational matcrials and outrcach,

to participating agricultural acti~Ji~irn

~ctivitics, or on farm dcmonstrati~.•

idcntificd and approvcd by thc task forcc as thosc

that would promotc grccnhousc gas bcncf its, build

~-i-s-t C2.J .I~_- i— , ‘_.‘ -I--

r ii rn

proj’~’
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hcalthy soils, scgucstcr carbon, incrcasc watcr

holding capacity, and incrcasc crop yiclds; and

-(-a-)- Providing for rcscarch, cducation, and tcchnical

support for agricultural activitics and aguacultural

activitics idcntificd by thc task forcc.

Thc mcmbcrship of thc grccnhousc gas scgucstration

nrnn shall bc as follows:

THr rFi mn—nv nf thn nfFi nn nf ni nnn~ nrr nnrl niintn nnhl r

dcvclopmcnt or thc dircctor’s dcsigncc, who shall

scrvc as chairpcrson;

-(-a-)- Thc chairpcrson of thc board of agriculturc or thc

chairpcrson’ s dcsigncc;

-(-3-)- Thc chairpcrson of thc board of land and natural

rcsourccs or mnnmnnn

-(-4-)- Thc dircctor ~~on or ~

dcsigncc;

-(-5-)- Thc dcputy dircctor of thc dcpartmcnt of hcalth’s

cnvironmcntal hcalth administration or thc dcputy

dircctor’ s dcsigncc;

-(-6-)- Thc statc sustainability coordinator;
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(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

Thc dircctor of thc cnvironmcntal law program at thc

Univcrs±ty of Hawaii at Manoa William S. Richardson

school of law;

Thc administrator of thc division of forcstry and

wildlifc within thc dcpartmcnt of land and natural

rcoourccs or thc administrator’s dcsigncc;

Onc mcmbcr who is also a mcmbcr of thc climatc changc

mitigation and adaptation commission;

Onc rcscarchcr from thc collcgc of tropical

agriculturc and human rcoourccs at thc Univcrsity of

Hawaii at Manoa;

Onc cxtcnsion agcnt from thc collcgc of tropical

agriculturc and human rcsourccs at thc Univcrsity of

Hawaii at Manoa;

Four mcmbcrs, onc cach to bc appointcd by thc

rcspcctivc mayors of thc city and county of Honolulu,

and thc countics of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui; and

Four mcmbcrs to bc jointly sclcctcd and invitcd to

participatc by thc prcoidcnt of thc scnatc and thc

spcakcr of thc housc of rcprcscntativcs, of which two

mcmbcrs shall bc sclcctcd from an cnvironmcntal
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T-.--,1 ~ be1 nonprofit organization, and two members ~

2 selected from an agricultural or ranchin; azzo

3 Task force members may recommend to the tas]c force

4 additional members with appropriate specialized expertisu,

5 subject to approval by the chairperson.

6 (d) Members of the task force shall be nominated and

7 appointed pursuant to, and subject to section 26 34 and shall

8 serve without compensation, but shall be reimbursed for

9 reasonable expenses necessary for the performance of their

10 duties, including travel expenses.

11 Ce) The greenhouse gas sequestration task force shall:

12 -E-l-)- Submit a preliminary report of its findings and

13 recommendations, including any proposed legislation,

14 to the legislature and the climate change mitigation

15 and adaptation commission no later than twenty days

16 prior to the convening of the regular session of 2023;

17 provided that the preliminary report shall discuss the

18 objectives and issues listed in subsections (a) and

19 (b) , including the following:

20 -(-A-)- Types of agricultural and aquacultural practices,

21 public land and marine use policies, and on farm

22 managing practices that would provide greenhouse

BE]D-28 (25)
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1 gas bcncfits and rcsult in tangiblc cconomic

2 bcncf its to agricultural and aguacultural

3 opcrations;

4 -(-B-)- Short tcrm and long tcrm bcnchmarks that would

5 indicatc how cffcctivcly agricultural and

6 aguacultural activitics havc bccn hclping thc

7 Statc to rcach grccnhousc gas ncutrality;

8 -(-C-)- Appropriatc critcria that may bc uscd in a

9 ccrtification program to mcasurc basclinc lcvcls

10 and incrcascs in carbon scgucstration,

11 improvcmcnts in soil hcalth, and othcr kcy

12 indicators of grccnhousc gas bcncfits from

13 bcncficial agricultural and aguacultural

14 practiccs;

15 -(-B-)- Typcs of inccntivcs, grants, rcscarch, and

16 assistancc that would promotc:

17 -(-4-)- Agricultural and aguacultural practiccs to

18 producc grccnhousc gas bcncf its; and

19 (ii) Land and marinc usc policics and

20 agricultural policics that would cncouragc

21 agricultural, aguacultural, and land usc

22 nracticcs to nrovidc grccnhousc cnn bcncfits
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1 and rcsult in tangiblc cconomic bcncfits to

2 agricultural and aguacultural opcrations;

3 a-nd

4 -(-B-)- Practiccs and policics that add trccs or

5 vcgctation to cxpand thc urban trcc canopy in

6 urban arcas to rcducc ambicnt tcmpcraturcs and

7 incrcasc climatc rcsilicncy and improvc

8 grccnhousc gas scgucstration in Hawaii; and

9 —(-2-)- Ecginning with thc rcgular scssion of 2024, submit an

10 annual rcport of its findings and rccommcndations,

11 including any proposcd lcgislation, to thc lcgislaturc

12 and thc climatc changc mitigation and adaptation

13 commission no latcr than twcnty dayb prior to thc

14 convcning of cach rcgular scssion.

15 (f) Thc off icc of planning and sustainablc dcvclopmcnt

16 shall providc administrativc and clcrical support rcguircd by

17 thc task forccH’]

18 SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

19 and stricken.
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1 SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

2

3 INTRODUCED BY

4 BY REQUEST

JAN 212025
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Report Title:
Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force; Repeal

Description:
Repeals the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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JUSTIFICATION SHEET

DEPARTMENT: Business, Economic Development, and Tourism

TITLE: A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE GREENHOUSE
GAS SEQUESTRATION TASK FORCE.

PURPOSE: To eliminate the Greenhouse Gas
Sequestration Task Force.

MEANS: Amend section 201-12.8, Hawaii Revised
Statutes (HRS) and repeal section 225P-4,
HRS.

JUSTIFICATION: Act 15, Session Laws of Hawaii 2018,
established the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration
Task Force with nineteen members and five
research objectives. Achieving the mandated
goals of section 225P-4, HRS, requires
substantial research by subject matter
experts to develop strategies and mechanisms
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
statewide. Funds were appropriated in 2018;
but no further appropriations have been made
since then. The task force also requires a
program support specialist position that has
not been authorized. The goals and
objectives of the task force are similar to
work being done by the Climate Change
Mitigation and Adaptation Commission
established in section 225P-3, HRS, and
other carbon sequestration programs.

Impact on the public: The goal and
objectives of this section are similar to
work being done by the Climate Change
Mitigation and Adaptation Commission under
section 225P-3, HRS; therefore, the impact
of repealing section 225P-4, HRS, is
minimal.

Impact on the department and other agencies:
Agencies represented on the task force will
continue to work on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions mitigation and adaptation.

GENERAL FUND: None.
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OTHER FUNDS: None.

PPBS PROGRAM
DESIGNATION: EED-144.

OTHER AFFECTED
AGENCIES: Department of Agriculture, Department of

Land and Natural Resources, University of
Hawaii, Department of Health, Department of
Transportation, City and County of Honolulu,
County of Hawaii, County of Kauai, and
County of Maui.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon approval.
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