
 

 

 

 

 
STATE OF HAWAI῾I 

STATE COUNCIL  
ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

1010 RICHARDS STREET, Room 122 
HONOLULU, HAWAI῾I  96813 

TELEPHONE: (808) 586-8100    FAX: (808) 586-7543 

March 15, 2023 
The Honorable Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 
Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 
The Thirty-Second Legislature 
State Capitol  
State of Hawai῾i 
Honolulu, Hawai῾i 96813  
 
Dear Senator San Buenaventura and Committee Members: 

 
SUBJECT:  HB1356 HD1 RELATING TO MEDICAID PATIENT CARE. 

 
The Hawaii State Council on Developmental Disabilities SUPPORTS HB1356 HD1, 

which appropriates funds to provide enhanced payments to type I adult residential care homes 
and developmental disabilities domiciliary homes that are caring for medicaid patients. Effective 
6/30/3000. (HD1) 

 
Per Hawaii Administrative Rules, Chapter 89 of Title 11; an individual residing in a 

Developmental Disabilities Domiciliary Home is called a “resident”; in Chapter 100.1 of Title 
11  Adult Residential Care Homes, the term is “resident”. 

 
We respectfully request on PAGE 1, line 8, to remove the word “patients” and 

replace it with “residents”. 
 
The words we use reflect how we think about the type of support we offer a person. The 

word “patient” comes from the Latin “pati” for “suffering” meaning “the one who suffers.” It 
comes from the medical model, which is a deficit (problem) focused modality and conjures up a 
vision of quiet suffering, of someone lying patiently in a bed waiting for the doctor to come by 
and give of their skill. It emphasizes the unequal relationship between the caregiver and patient. 
A “resident” is a person residing in a permanent home. You envision an active individual.      

 
Currently, according to the Department of Health Office of Health Care Assurance’s 

website, there are 40 domiciliary homes and over 500 Type 1 residential care homes in Hawai’i. 
Covid-19 and recent increases in inflation have hit our local care homes. These homes were a 
key step in the Hawai’i deinstitutionalization movement and allowed individuals with 
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities (I/DD) who need care to live in a community-based 
setting. Any financial support that can be provided to these homes helps keep our I/DD 
population closer and more integrated into our communities and helps to improve their quality of 
life. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of HB1356 HD1. 
 
Sincerely, 
Daintry Bartoldus       
Executive Administrator      
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March 13, 2023 

TO:  The Honorable Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 
Senate Committee on Health & Human Services 

    
FROM:  Cathy Betts, Director 
 
SUBJECT: HB 1356 HD1 - RELATING TO MEDICAID PATIENT CARE. 
 
  Hearing: March 15, 2023, 1:00 p.m. 
    Conference Room 225 & Via Videoconference, State Capitol  
 

DEPARTMENT'S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) comments on 

this measure and defers to the Department of Health on relevant parts.  DHS respectfully 

requests that any appropriation not replace or reduce priorities identified in the executive 

budget and Governor's Messages. 

PURPOSE:  This bill appropriates funds to provide enhanced payments to type I adult 

residential care homes and developmental disabilities domiciliary homes that are caring for 

Medicaid patients. Effective 6/30/3000. (HD1) 

The HD1 amended the measure by: 

(1) Changing the effective date to June 30, 3000, to encourage further discussion; and 
(2) Making a technical, nonsubstantive amendment for the purposes of clarity, 

consistency, and style. 

DHS does not set the rates nor directly reimburse Developmental Disability Domiciliary 

Homes.  The Department of Health's Developmental Disabilities Division determines those 
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reimbursement rates and payments.  If there is an appropriation, it should be directed to the 

DOH program.  

Second, this measure denotes enhanced payments for Adult Residential Care Homes 

(ARCH)- Type 1.  However, although the residents may be covered by Medicaid, the ARCH-Type 

1 care homes do not qualify for Medicaid payments for their residents since, by definition, 

ARCHs do not meet the level of care criteria for professional health services provided in an 

intermediate care facility or skilled nursing facility.  Therefore, DHS cannot meet the proviso 

(section 1, lines 9-11) to obtain the maximum amount of federal matching funds available for 

this expenditure as no federal matching funds are available for these expenditures.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  



 
Senate Joy San Buenaventura, Chair 

Senate CommiƩee 
Senator Gilbert Keith Agaran, Vice Chair 

Senate CommiƩee 
 

Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
HB1356 Related COVID-19 Reimbursement 

 
Chair Joy San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Gilbert Keith Agaran and Members of the Senate 
CommiƩee, 
 
Good morning, my name is Esther Pascual.  I am a current care home operator and have been 
one for over 50 years. I am the President of the United Group of Home Operators (UGHO) and 
have been in office for over 23 years.  I am also the Second Vice President of the InternaƟonal 
Longshore & Warehouse Union (ILWU Local 1000 Home Operators).   
 
I agree and support HB1356 that relates to Covid 19 Reimbursement for addiƟonal costs related 
to caring of medicaid clients during the COVID-19 pandemic to Expanded Adult ResidenƟal Care 
Homes (EARCH Type - I) and to Community Care Foster Family Homes (CCFFH). I request that 
HB1356 should also apply to Adult ResidenƟal Care Homes Type- 1 providers (ARCH Type - I) and 
The Developmentally Disabled Domiciliary (DDDOM) home providers and thus be eligible to 
receive these same reimbursements for COVID-19 expenses. As care givers, we provide the 
similar services that EARCH Type 1 and CCFFH provide.  I submit that ARCH Type 1 and DDDOM 
should also receive the same Covid 19 Reimbursement for addiƟonal costs. 
 
I humbly ask for your support of this bill and I thank you for giving me the opportunity to tesƟfy 
to this important bill. 
 
Esther B. Pascual 
99-079 Kauhale Street #101 
Aiea, HI 96701 
(808) 452-4822 
estherp808@hotmail.com 
 
======================= 



ILW U L0¢al 1000
99-079 Kauhale Street, Aiea Hl 96701

Honorable Chair, Sen. Joy San Buenaventura ii
Honorable Vice-Chair, Sen. Henry Aquino? .
and .
Health and Human Services Committee Members:
Sen. Sharon Moriwaki . ,
Sen. Maile Shimabukuro
Sen. Brenton Awa . _

Re: Sugport for Bill(§) HB1356. HB1357. awncl HB11;§4_1gi.,.,...,,. _ , _

Aloha! We are writing to you today to support House Bill(s) which supports fairness for licensed home
operatorslproviders in Hawaii. Licensed home operators/providers give daily care for the most vulnerable
population in our State, the medicaid benefit recipient clients. We provide medicaid clients with their essential
daily needs, as well as comfort, companionship, and supervision.

-- investment by the State in the improved compensation and fair treatment for our licensed home
operators/providers will draw more interest in this profession and result in more new home operators/providers
which will relieve some stress on hospital ER usage and reduce homelessness.

The licensed caregivers/home operators are also a good investment for the State as they are a much
cheaper and high quality alternative to a skilled nursing facility (nursing home) or hospital. ln fact, care for
medicaid recipients as licensed home operators saves the State millions of dollars per month.

On behalf of our members, we, the executive board of ILWU Local 1000, ask for your support of the
aforementioned Bills that promote fair treatment and compensation for all licensed home operators/providers in
Hawaii.

guyan Q:/iotaéo He/en Xap/a Ect/ier Parcual
President 1st Vice President Vice President

Eoyemarie §'eéa.r7‘ia.n jaena./ym §’0/me/»/‘n De/fa Caéiotgn.bm<.9

Treasurer Secretary Trustee

juanifa (/lap Levy Vargas‘ ILWU Local 1000 represents licensed 3*‘, +
Trustee Trustee Community Care Foster Family Home ‘ \

(CCFFH) operators, Adult Residential L‘ __$_ ‘M’
Home Operators, Expanded ARCH ' Luca, 10;‘

/1/laria. Corazon Co.ria.yo. /1/lwy/in V///AI’ (EARCH) operators and Developmentally
Trustee Trustee Disabled Domiciliary Home operators.
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HB-1356-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/13/2023 11:34:20 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rosemarie S. Sebastian 
Testifying for ILWU 

Local 1000 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hello: 

I am writing to you to ask for your support for the licensed home operators in Hawaii.  We are 

health care contractors for the State of Hawaii.,  We care for the impoverished and the medicaid 

benefit recipients--who are unable to care for themselves.  We provide for their housing, meals 

and snacks, daily needs, 24/7, 365 days supervision; and in some cases, we bring patients to their 

doctor's appointments, and we also provide medicine monitoring. 

The previous bill (approved) for Covid Relief reimbursments DIDN'T include Type I Adult 

Residential Care Homes and DD Domiciliary Homes and that's probably the reason we didn't 

receive any Covid Relief reimbursements until today.  The Community Care Foster Family 

Homes and Expanded Adult Residential Care Homes were the only ones included in the 

approved bill--thus, most of them received Covid Relief reimbursements.  In fact, CCFFH are in 

the process of being reimbursed their second wave of Covid Relief reimbursements at this 

time.  I think that this is so unfair to us! 

Our home is a Type I ARCH.  We've been in operation for 50 plus years--caring for 

patients/individuals who are medicaid recipients only.   Our pay is barely enough, and just like 

any other Home Health Facility, we were also affected by the consequeses of the Covid 

pandemic; therefore, our home--along with DD Domiciliary Homes request that you consider 

approval of this bill.   

Your kind support would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rosemarie S. Sebastian, Treasurer 

ILWU LOCAL 1000 

99-079 Kauhale St., #101 

Aiea, HI  96701 

  



  

 



HB-1356-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/13/2023 9:51:15 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Juanita 
Testifying for Local 1000 

ILWU 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura 

Vice Chair Rep. Henry J.C. Aquino 

member of the committee  

Senate 2023 

I am in support of HB1356 relating to legislative SB3236 was passed (2023 act 254). 

My name is Juanita A. Ulep, Type 1 ARCH care provider for thirty eight (38) years. I have 

been caring for medicaid clients for thirty eight (38) years. I am hoping to recieve a portion 

from the $18 million alotted for covid expenses. 

Chair, vice chair, and members of the comittee, please help us support the bill for us to 

survive. 

Thank You. 

Juanita A. Ulep 

Local 1000 ILWU 

       Trustee 

 



 

 _ 

 

HHS_03-15-23 1:00PM HB 1356, 1357 

 

TO: THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

    Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 

    Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair 

 

CONCERNING: HB 1356  HD1 (HSCR961) Relating to Medicaid Patient Care  and 

        HB 1357 HD1 (HSCR962) Relating to Care Homes 

POSITION: STRONG SUPPORT 

 

ALOHA Chair Buenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino and Members of the Committee 

 

 The Kūpuna Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaiʻi has more than 2,000 

enrolled members who are politically active and greatly interested in all issues affecting 

seniors in the State of Hawaiʻi and nationally.  

 Our Caucus strongly requests that you support both bill HB 1356 and HB1357. 

Both of these bills are intended to address some of the financial inequities in 

compensation faced by health care and residential facilities and services for the poor, the 

aged and otherwise challenged people in our State.  

 The current Federal and State funds which are supposed to reimburse Care Homes 

simply have been inadequate for decades and continue to be so. Supplemental funds 

which were provided by the Federal Government during the Pandemic made the situation 

even more obvious. HB1357 Simply acknowledges that this inequity has existed for a 

long time and that care homes which survived the pandemic need to be compensated for 

years of under-reimbursement.   

 Regardless of whether or not the Department of Health receives matching funds 

from the Federal Government, the people who own and manage these homes are simply 

not receiving enough from Medicare or Medicaid to meet necessary expenses. Expenses 

continue to rise. 

 

These bills should be passed 
 

Martha Randolph for the Kūpuna Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii 

 

 

  

_ 

a.matsunaga
Late



HB-1356-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/14/2023 9:27:27 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mathew Yamamoto Individual Support In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

Honorable Chair, Senator Joy San Buenaventura  

Honorable Vice-Chair, Senator Henry Aquino 

and 

Health and Human Services Committee Members: 

Senator Sharon Moriwaki 

Senator Maile Shimabukuro 

Senator Brenton Awa 

  

Re: Support for Bill(s) HB1356 and HB1357  

Aloha!   We are writing to you today to support House Bill(s) which supports fairness for 

licensed home operators/providers in Hawaii.  Licensed home operators/providers give 

daily care for the most vulnerable population in our State, the medicaid benefit recipient 

clients.  We provide medicaid clients with their essential daily needs, as well as comfort, 

companionship, and supervision.  Many of the medicaid recipient clients would have 

nowhere else to go except the streets or beaches. 

 Investment by the State in the improved compensation and fair treatment for our licensed 

home operators/providers will draw more interest in this profession and result in more new 

home operators/providers which will relieve some stress on hospital ER usage and reduce 

homelessness. 

The licensed caregivers/home operators are also a good investment for the State as they are 

a much cheaper and high quality alternative to a skilled nursing facility (nursing home) or 

hospital.  In fact, care for medicaid recipients as licensed home operators saves the State 

millions of dollars per month. 



On behalf of our members, we ask for your support of the aforementioned Bills that 

promote fair treatment and compensation for all licensed home operators/providers in 

Hawaii. 

 



HB-1356-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/14/2023 4:39:39 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaili Individual Support In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

I stand in support of HB 1356. 

 



HB-1356-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/14/2023 9:29:36 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Renee Tomas Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in strong support of this measure for licensed caregivers in the State of Hawaii to receive an 

increase in their Medicaid reimbursement rate.  They have not received any significant increases 

since 2009.  The cost of living has continued to go up but their pay has remained the same.  The 

service that caregivers provide is vital to the State of Hawaii and their medicaid recipients. 
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