LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR | KA HOPE KIA'AINA

DAWN N.S. CHANG

JOSH GREEN, M.D. CHAIRPERSON

GOVERNOR | KE KIA'AINA

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE

SYLVIA LUKE MANAGEMENT

RYAN K.P. KANAKA'OLE
FIRST DEPUTY

DEAN D. UYENO
ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

AQUATIC RESOURCES
BOATING AND OCEAN RECREATION

STATE OF HAWAI‘l | KA MOKU*AINA ‘O HAWAI‘l BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAI_. RESOURCES CONSERVATION A e AL LANDS

KA ‘OIHANA KUMUWAIWAI ‘AINA O R ANPCSOURCES
ENGINEERING
FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE
P.O. BOX 621 HISTORIC PRESERVATION
KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809 LAND

STATE PARKS

Testimony of
DAWN N. S. CHANG
Chairperson

Before the Senate Committee on
WATER AND LAND

Wednesday, March 27, 2024
1:00 PM
State Capitol, Conference Room 229 and Via Videoconference

In consideration of
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 215 AND SENATE RESOLUTION 192
REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO
COLLABORATE WITH FEDERAL, STATE, AND COUNTY GOVERNMENTS;
LANDOWNERS; AND STAKEHOLDERS TO PROTECT, RESTORE, AND MANAGE
THE WEST MAUI WETLANDS AND WETLANDS STATEWIDE

Senate Concurrent Resolution 215 and Senate Resolution 192 request the Department of Land and
Natural Resources (Department) collaborate with Federal, State, and County governments, landowners,
and stakeholders to protect, restore, and manage the West Maui wetlands and wetlands statewide. The
Department supports these measures.

Hawai‘i’s wetlands provide critical habitat for many endemic bird and plant species, support subsistence
food practices, and protect coral reefs and nearshore fisheries from sediment runoff. Coastal wetlands
also serve as critical first lines of defense for sea level rise and storm surge inundation and for capturing
sediment and runoff pollution from rainfall flood events. While coastal wetlands were once abundant
features of Hawai‘1’s coastlines, over 30% have been lost to development and stream diversion. Wetland
protection and restoration will improve degraded ahupua‘a, restore green spaces, protect against
wildfires, minimize climate impacts, increase community resilience, support the cultivation of healthy
traditional food crops, and provide essential habitat for the recovery of threatened and endangered
species.

This measure aligns with the Department’s mission to protect, manage, and restore natural and cultural
resources in collaboration with the people of Hawai‘i. The Department commits to assisting in this effort
by collaborating with other jurisdictional entities on a statewide effort to restore wetlands.

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of these measures.
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Yes to:- REQUESTING THE OFFICE OF PLANNING AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT TO INVENTORY AND MAP
EXISTING R-1 WATER DELIVERY SYSTEMS AND
RESERVOIRS IN MAUI COUNTY.
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