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Testifying for Showing Up Written Testimony

Sean Aronson for Racial Justice Hawai'i Only

Support

Comments:

I am writing in strong support of SCR 13 - which urges the congressional delegation from
Hawai'i to support a ceasefire in Gaza.

The United States is the only country that has the power to stop the bombing - we supply the
weapons that are used to kill thousands of innocent women and children. It is a genocide and the
United States is complicit.

What kind of message are we sending the rest of the world when we allow Israel to ignore the
humantarian crisis they have created. We are losing our standing as a country with morals
because we have refused to condition our support of Israel on them obey long-standing
internationl norms when it comes to the protection of civilians.

Please pass this resolution which will show that the Hawai'i State Legislature has a moral
compass and is not afraid to defend the rights of civilians in times of war.

“How can you have a war on terrorism when
war itself is terrorism?”

— Howard Zinn
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Barrios Hawai?i and Calvary by Support Only
the Sea Lutheran Church
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

As the President of Faith Action Hawai‘i an non-profit organization working for justice and
equity on behalf of the working class and people of Hawai‘i and as the Senior Pastor of Calvary
by the Sea Lutheran Church in Aina Haina, | appeal to your heart of justice and righteousness.

This is my formal attempt to call upon our elected officials to stand in boldness and faith. The
days of staying silent and neutral are no longer, especially when innocent civilians pay the price
with their lives on decisions made by politicians.

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since October 7th,
and the majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and
many thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately. A ceasefire would put a stop to
unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in Gaza and enable aid agencies to
get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to address the staggering levels of
human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-saving medicines, fuel and equipment
they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities. Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of



apartheid imposed on Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as
long as the violence continues.

Thank you,

The Rev. Dr. Moses D. Barrios, Senior Pastor & Faith Action Hawai‘i President
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Comments:

On behalf of our organization, Malu 'Aina, | testify in support of SCR 13 and SR6 calling for an
immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza.

In five months, more than 100,000 people in Gaza have been killed or injured by US weapons
provided to Israel, the majority of victims being women and children. Thousands more are
missing in the rubble. Most houses, businesses, schools, even hospitals and refugee centers have
been damaged or destroyed. Disease is now rampant. Many people are starving. This Genocide
must be stopped now by an immediate and permanent Ceasefire, and a massive influx of
humanitarian aid.

As a long-time resident of Hawai‘i Island, I am very proud to say that the Hawai‘i County
Council Government Operations committee passed Resolution 449-24 by a vote of 8-0 that
called for peace, disarmament, non-proliferation, and a CEASEFIRE in Gaza The Hawai‘i
County Council resolution also urged support for "the adoption of Senate Concurrent Resolution
No. 13 by the Hawai‘i State Legislature.”

The Genocide in Gaza must be stopped now by an immediate and permanent Ceasefire, and a
massive influx of humanitarian aid. Mahalo for your support.

Jim Albertini,

President of Malu 'Aina

Jim Albertini Malu 'Aina Center For Non-violent Education & Action P.O. Box
489 Ola'a (Kurtistown) Hawai'i 96760

Phone 808-966-7622 Email ja@malu-aina.org Visit us on the web at www.malu-
aina.org
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL
AND MILITARY AFFAIRS

MARCH 8, 2024

SCR 13/SR 6, URGING MEMBERS OF HAWAII'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION
TO SUPPORT THE CEASEFIRE IN GAZA RESOLUTION INTRODUCED BY UNITED
STATES CONGRESSWOMAN CORI BUSH.

POSITION: SUPPORT

The Democratic Party of Hawai'i supports SCR 13/SR 6, which urge
our state’s congressional delegation to support a ceasefire in Gaza. On
December 2, 2023, the party adopted a resolution calling for a permanent
ceasefire in Gaza and initiation of negotiations for a lasting peace.

According to the health ministry in Gaza, at least 30,717 people have
been killed in Israel’s ongoing war against the Palestinians. Roughly 12,300
of those lost were children and 8,400 were women. Another 72,156 have
been injured, 8,663 of whom are children and 6,327 of whom are women.
These numbers do not include figures from the occupied West Bank, where
another 400 people have been killed and 4,600 injured.

The devastation in Gaza is impossible to overstate. More than half of
Gaza’'s homes-360,000 residential units—have been destroyed or damaged.
Another 392 educational facilities have been demolished; 12 out of 35
hospitals are only partially functioning; 132 ground water wells have been
damaged or destroyed, and 267 places of worship have been ruined.



Every hour in Gaza since the incursion began, 15 people have been
killed (including 6 children), 35 people have been injured, 42 bombs have
been dropped, and 12 buildings have been destroyed, Nearly 100 journalists
have also been slain, some of whom appear to have been deliberately
targeted by Israeli forces for reporting on the horror of the conflict. As 1.9
million Palestinians have been forced to flee their homes, many more lives
are now at risk from hunger, disease, and low temperatures.

This situation is exacerbated by the U.S.'s defunding of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinians in the Near East, which
has provided critical humanitarian aid to Palestinian refugees since its
inception in 1949. Much of the UNRWA's budget since the most recent
conflict began has paid for flour for 350,000 families; 14 million food items,
mattress pads, blankets, and kitchen sets; the distribution of 20 million liters
of water; and life-saving medication.

Local, national, and international pressure on Israel to stop its military
offensive is growing. The months-long Israeli siege of the Gaza strip has
created a dire_ humanitarian crisis that can only be addressed by the
achievement of a permanent ceasefire. We also note and condemn the
continued U.S, military aid for Israel-President Biden recently requested
another $10 billion—-that has come despite Israel’s restriction of humanitarian
assistance and repeated violations of international law.

Israel’s assault on Gaza is the latest episode in a long legacy of
colonial bloodshed that has left the Palestinian people struggling to defend
their basic human rights and dignity. We cannot stand idly by while the world
bears witness to a withering offensive that is intended to fortify the apartheid
conditions that Israel has imposed on Gaza’s citizens. To prevent the
further loss of innocent lives, we, the Democratic Party of Hawai’i,
stand with_all those throughout the world who are demanding the
establishment of a permanent ceasefire. Now.

Mahalo nui loa,

Kris Coffield Abby Simmons
Co-Chair, Legislative Committee Co-Chair, Legislative Committee
(808) 679-7454 (808) 352-6818

kriscoffield@gmail.com abbyalana808@gmail.com
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March 7, 2024
TO: Chair Wakai and Members of the PSM Committee
RE: SCR 13 URGING MEMBERS OF HAWAII'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SUPPORT
THE CEASEFIRE IN GAZA RESOLUTION INTRODUCED BY UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN
CORI BUSH.
Support for Hearing: March 8, 2024
Americans for Democratic Action is an organization founded in the 1940s by leading supporters
of the New Deal and led by Patsy Mink in the 1970s. We are devoted to the promotion of
progressive public policies.
We support this measure calling for a Ceasefire in Gaza where at least 30,000+
Palestinians have been killed, including some 10,000+ children & the rest are starving and
homeless. This humanitarian atrocity must end. We should do what we can to support an end

to the horrors of war.

Thank you very much for your consideration of our testimony

Sincerely,

John Bickel, President
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March 7, 2014

Hawai'i State Senate

Committee on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs
Senator Glenn Wakai, Chair

Senator Brandon Elefante, Vice-Chair

RE: STRONG SUPPORT for SCR13 URGING MEMBERS OF HAWAII'S
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SUPPORT THE CEASEFIRE IN GAZA
RESOLUTION INTRODUCED BY UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN
CORI BUSH.

Dear Chair Senator Wakai, Vice-Chair Senator Elefante, and Members of the
Committee on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs:

The Hawaii Workers Center joins with many unions, workers, and human rights
organizations across the country and internationally in calling for a permanent ceasefire
in Gaza and the protection of Palestinian rights. At this point after weeks of heavy
bombing, over 30,000 civilians have been killed in Gaza, many of them children.
Thousands more have been injured and many thousands more buried in the rubble.

There is no safe place from the bombing by the Israeli government.

Thus, we stand in strong support of SCR13, urging members of Hawaii’s Congressional
Delegation to support the ceasefire in Gaza Resolution introduced by United States
Congresswoman Cori Bush.

A permanent ceasefire would halt the daily death toll and provide an opening for a
negotiated peace settlement. It could also free more hostages and bring about the release
of over 6,000 Palestinians in Israeli military prisons, many held without charges.

The brutal seizure and occupation of Palestinian lands since 1948 and the expansion of

Israeli settlements, in violation of international law, have eroded Palestinian lands and
helped bring about groups like Hamas determined to resist Israel’s illegal expansion and

end its existence.




We affirm that the Jewish people and all people, including Palestinians, deserve a world where they
can live safely, joyfully, and without the constant threat of hate and violence. The October 7th
attack and slayings of over a thousand Israeli civilians by Hamas were despicable war crimes.
However, the Israeli government’s retaliatory response of massive bombardment of Gaza,
supported and funded by the U.S. government, has been even more murderous and criminal.

It 1s also disturbing to witness the current rise of both antisemitism and Islamophobia in the U.S.
and globally, which the continued war is fueling. This was most grotesquely exemplified by the
recent murder of 6-year-old Palestinian-American youth Wadea al-Fayoume, and the killing of
Samantha Woll, the head of the Isaac Agree Downtown Detroit Synagogue. In Honolulu,
authorities are now investigating a recent email threatening to place bombs in every Hawai'i
synagogue. These threats and crimes of hatred against Jews and Muslims have been fed by the
hostilities and killings in the Middle East.

It 1s not in the interest of working people in this country to support the slaughter in Gaza by our
government’s sending bombs, weapons, and artillery shells to Israel. Over $3 billion of our hard-
earned tax dollars go each year to supplying Israel’s military. Those monies could be better used to
provide housing, jobs, healthcare, and schools, and address the challenges of climate change.

Workers’ interests include not only winning higher pay and better living and working conditions but
also securing a more safe and peaceful world so all can prosper and fewer die from disasters and
war.

There is also a clear danger that Israel’s invasion and incessant bombing campaign in Gaza could
lead to a much wider conflict in the Middle East, a conflict which could involve more countries and
cause even more death and destruction.

An immediate and permanent ceasefire is crucial now, and our elected officials at local, state, and
national levels should advocate for a permanent ceasefire and work to make it happen! Please
support SCR13 and let Hawai'i be an example of the courage, compassion, and aloha needed in the
world today.

The Hawai't Workers Center Executive Committee, Board of Directors, and Staff stand in peace
and solidarity with the people of Gaza.

Sincerely, “

Sergio J. Alcubilla
Executive Director
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Julie Warech Voice for Peace-Hawai' Support In Person

Comments:
Aloha members of the PSM Committee,

Thank you for ensuring this most pivotal resolution was scheduled for a hearing today. |
am testifying today on behalf of Jewish Voice for Peace- Hawai’i in strong support of
[SCR13/SR6] URGING MEMBERS OF HAWAII'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION
TO SUPPORT THE CEASEFIRE IN GAZA RESOLUTION INTRODUCED BY UNITED
STATES CONGRESSWOMAN CORI BUSH.

Jewish Voice for Peace Hawai'i is the local chapter of the largest Jewish anti-Zionist
organization in the world. We are a grassroots, multiracial, cross-class, intergenerational
movement of Jews in solidarity with the Palestinian freedom struggle, and the struggle for
a free Hawai'i. Like generations of Jews before us, we fight for the liberation of all peoples
and lands.

We are over 150 days into a genocide being committed by the State of Israel made directly
possibly by funding, weapons, and support from the United States. The death toll is
growing every single day, currently as | write this on Tuesday standing at 30,631 and
Friday when I read this, the number will have grown. 74% are women and children.

Researchers project that even with an immediate permanent ceasefire today, 6,500 more
lives likely would be lost in the time it would take to get aid and services to Gaza due to the
dire current conditions. The same researchers project 74,000 people could be massacred
over the next six months if Israel continues to escalate. Children as young as 5 are saying
they would prefer to die and at least 17,000 children in Gaza are unaccompanied. UN
rights experts have stated that Israel is deliberately starving Palestinains, and international
bodies have made it abundantly clear Israel is committing genocide.

Every single day our country fails to demand a permanent immediate ceasefire, more blood
is on all of our hands.

One of the greatest horrors of the holocaust is that the world sat by and watched as it
happened. The trauma of the holocaust was then weaponized into 75 years of trauma for
Palestinians through Zionism. The U.S.’s unwavering support of Israel has culminated in
this horrifying moment where another systematic extermination of a peoples is taking place



as we speak. It is morally unjustifiable to allow this to continue and today the power to take
a significant step toward stopping it lies in your hands.

We are calling on you as our elected officials to heed our calls, to heed the majority of your
constituents who support a ceasefire. The people have been speaking for 150 days through
phone calls, letter writing, press conferences, rallies, and ceasefire resolutions being passed
by city councils and the democratic party of Hawai’i.

It is completely unacceptable that every single one of our federal congress people have not
called for an immediate and permanent ceasefire, blatantly ignoring the will of their
constituents.Today, we ask you to rectify this, to codify the overwhelming support for a
permanent ceasefire through this resolution.

We are asking you to look long and hard in the mirror and in this time of moral reckoning,
choose your humanity over the political fearmongering meant to keep unprecedented
amounts of power in Israel’'s hands. Gaza and its people are being destroyed due to the
cowardice of so many elected officials to act. Due to getting campaign money from AIPAC.
Due to decades of lobbying to make Israel a bipartisan untouchable issue at the expense of
Palestinians lives, livelihoods, futures, dreams.

We are calling on you to honor the over 30,000 human beings who have been murdered, to
honor the 12,450 children who have been killed by Israeli airstrikes, ground operations and
starvation, and to honor the entire lines of families who have been physically wiped out by
voting yes today. As Jews, we invite you to stand with us in the Jewish values of shalom and
tikkun olam, to fight for a just world by repairing it, to be in right relationship by holding
all life as inherently sacred. Thank you.
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Fatima Testifying fo_r Rise for Support In Person
Palestine
Comments:

It is early morning and the sun is just rising. You're awoken by a distraction from outside. Your
neighbors are running from house to house warning people about something. You know it's
really bad. You know something is really wrong, but you still don't know what. A neighbor and
friend of yours busts into your home in a panic, “We have to get to safety!!!” You don't even
have to ask what they mean. You've been through this before.

You look outside of your window, after hearing bombs in the distance. You frantically text your
aunt, cousin, nieces and nephews after trying to call, but there's no answer. It is then you notice
something falling from the sky.

Leaflets, telling you that you have minutes to evacuate or your home is next. You grab your
mom, brother, kids and family pet in a hurry, and run outside to the one place you're told it’s safe
to evacuate to—a school.

Reporters on the ground continue to cover the disaster around you while dodging bullets. They
don't have time to grieve their wives and kids blown to pieces just minutes before. You feel for
them, and are grateful to how brave they are for trying to tell the world what's going on while
putting themselves in immediate danger.

You finally get to the school where you are told it is safe—the area you were told to evacuate to.

You’re winded and tired. It was a very long journey. All the while, you can still hear bombs in
the very far distance.

You breathe a sigh of relief. You look around to see other families and members of your
community, scared but hugging each other.

You join them and remind each other, this is temporary. This has happened before, and you'll
soon rebuild and be able to go home again.

At the school, you take turns with hundreds of people sharing electrical outlets. Everyone is
desperate to reach their loved ones and to find out what's actually going on.

Your kids have to use the bathroom. The line for the bathroom is hours long. You have to choose
between charging your phone or accompanying your children. You figure, this is normal. This



will all blow over soon, so you wait in line with your children, who are surprisingly unshaken by
the events. “They're used to it.” You think to yourself. And while you're holding your child's
hand wonder how this will affect them in the future.

Then. Everything goes dark.

Blackness.

You can't see anything. Now fear really begins to set in. Your kids are crying and scared. If
there's anything that frightens them, it's the darkness.

Whispers of parents comforting their babies and tears in the darkness surround you, while the
patter of feet from school staff rush to look for candles to try and calm everyone down.

But you have a sinking feeling.

It is too late.

Suddenly,your pet that you’ve had in your carrier starts whimpering.

You hear a long-winded sound in the distance—a sound, almost like a firework advancing. The
sound becomes louder and louder, closer and closer until it comes roaring forward. All of a
sudden, it’s bright again!

Then BOOM. Your ears are RINGING; you can't hear anything.

SCREAMS break the sound barrier along with the explosion. Body parts and bits of buildings fly
everywhere. You grab your kids in a panic and hurry, not knowing where the next one is going to
hit. But when you turn to look behind you, your pet is stuck under the rubble.

You cry out, with milliseconds to make a life or death decision.

A school teacher is leading people and kids to the nearby hospital. You yell for a neighbor to
grab your kids and go. ‘TAKE THEM TO THE HOSPITAL WITH THE OTHERS!”

Your neighbor, although worried for you, agrees and hurriedly grabs your children and RUNS
from the sounds of the violent explosions.

You frantically dig as hard as you can with your bare hands, searching for your furry friend.
You've always loved animals, and your pet is like another child. You can't bear the thought of
them trapped helplessly under rubble, injured, bleeding and terrified.

Everything around you is destroyed. Everything is still deafening. While digging, the thought of
your children weighs in the forefront of your mind.



Just then, you hear the whimpers of your beloved pet. You know you're getting close. You keep
digging, your fingernails now bleeding. You are covered in ash from head to toe. Then, from the
corner of your eye, you see two young children holding two blue plastic bags. They hear the
whimpers and cries of your furry friend. They place their bags down and rush over to help. As
they start digging, other survivors that can stand run over and grab sticks and pieces from the
rubble to help you dig. A tail! You see your baby! Everyone helps pull your furry family member
out from the rubble, and for a moment there are tears of joy before they are clouded by
unwavering sadness. Your pet and your family are safe, for now. But what's next?

You thank everyone, and follow them with your pet to the hospital five miles away, up North.
The two orphaned boys who helped dig your pet out are close by your side, their bag in their
hands once more. They use their free hands to pet your fur baby. The older of the two boys says,
“What a little fighter!” You smile a weak smile and feel a bit of guilt. The little one is petting
your furry friend lovingly. He has a gentle touch. Your pet feels warm and comforted by this
child. Safe.

The child says his name is Omar. You offer to take the heavy bag off his hands so that he can
hold and snuggle with your pet, who is miraculously unscathed. Omar reluctantly hands the bag
over. You're afraid to ask what's in it. As he's holding your pet, you ask the kids, Omar and
Jason, what happened to their parents. Omar gets very quiet, lowers his chin to the ground and
points to the bag. You don't want to look, but you know.

“I tried to save them. I tried,” says Jason, tears welling up in his eyes. Omar says, “They covered
us. They held us so we were safe.” Jason stutters, “We...we couldn't leave them behind.” Omar
starts to cry.

You hug them, tightly and move forward toward the hospital, just four more miles to go.

Just then, you hear screams in the distance. “Oh no. Oh no,” you think to yourself. The boys start
panicking.

Not sure what to expect, you tell them to remain calm. As you keep walking, you notice more
injured people heading in the same direction.

Then...that sound again.

The sound of carpet bombing. You rush over to the hospital as you see a crack of light in the
distance and hear a BOOOMING explosion. Your ears are still ringing from hours earlier.

You rush over, adrenaline rushing through your veins, to look for your family - your face cold
and pale.

Five months later...you are alone, barefoot and stumbling over piles of rubble. You can see the
bones in your hands, legs and ribs, protruding outwards. The pain has become numbness as
you've lost circulation to most of your extremities.



You painfully and slowly peel a photo out from your pocket. It is blood-soaked and scorched.

You hold the photo up to the sky, matching the sunset from the photo to the one overlooking the
ocean that illuminates the Mediterranean.

The kids got ice cream on that day, and played on the beach. You can still see the sunset in their
eyes, their smiles imprinted in your soul.

At this point you notice through the rubble a woman still holding an infant, laying in the sand.
She is skin and bones.

You decide to lay there with her too. “Just to rest,” you whisper to yourself.

You place two blue plastic bags on the sand next to you. The sound of a bell from a collar
ringing heavily while one of the bags is placed down. You kiss the photograph and hold it to
your chest while lying down. “We can watch the sunset together.”

Then.

Darkness.

You see your life and your loved ones, all smiling and waving. You watch your kids grow up
before your eyes. You see them graduate high school and college, get married. You hold your

grandchildren, your beloved pet by your side.

“This is peace.”
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Christopher Castagne Palestine Support Z00m
Comments:

Israel was never an ally and endagers us all. From 1967 attacks on American military personel,
to the aggression in the weeks and months leading up to Oct 7th Israel's actions challenge global
stability and world peace and completely undermine the US position globally.
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Statement of
Hakim Ouansafi, Board Chairman
Muslim Association of Hawaii

Before the
SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND MILITARY AFFAIRS

3:00 PM, March 8, 2024
Hawaii State Capitol
Room 225

In consideration of
SCR 13/SR 6
RELATING TO CEASEFIRE IN GAZA

Honorable Chair Wakai, Honorable Vice Chair Elefante and members of the Senate Committee on
Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs, thank you for the opportunity to provide
testimony on SCR 13 /SR 6, relating to Ceasefire in Gaza.

The Muslim Association of Hawaii (MAH), representing over 4500 members statewide, is in strong
support of SCR 13/ SR 6, which urges and requests our congressional delegation to support the
ceasefire in Gaza. Knowing the legislative process, we have asked our members not to send
individual testimonies and we are summarizing their concerns and thoughts in this testimony.

As we are here today testifying, a catastrophe and genocide continues to unfold in Gaza, and many
part of what is left of Palestine, the like of which has not been seen since the Nazi’s holocaust
committed against our Jewish brothers and sisters in 1941. In fact, in the International Court of
Justice January 26, 2024 ruling, 15 out 17 judges agreed that a plausible genocide is occurring. For
the past 5 months, unlike the children in Israel who are sound asleep in their beds (as every child
should be), children in Gaza are either rotting under the rubble of their homes flattened by Isael’s
bombs, orphaned, in the only hospital left partially standing without access medicine, dealing with
the psychological trauma caused by the loss of their limbs or loss of their entire family, or starving to
death and all caused by Israel bombs and policies. These are not our words but the words of United
Nations and international NGOs.
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The Netanyahu regime, along with the Zionists who believe that Israel does no wrong and believe in
the Amalek mandate that the Israeli government advocated for publicly on many occasions, the IDF
has embarked on a clear collective punishment, genocide and ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian land
from Palestinians. The current condition in Gaza especially is not surprising since Netanyahu and the
IDF made it clear that what is expected is Amalek, which as you know states, “I will punish the
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. Now go,
attack the Amalekites and totally destroy all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men
and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.”. Indeed, the Settlers and the
IDF are not sparing anyone and are putting to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and
sheep, camels and donkeys not to mention flattening homes, hospitals, shelters, schools, places of
worship and even cemeteries.

Calling for ceasefire is not only the right thing to do, but it is a minimum action that any human being
with a heart should take. It is to send a message that a life of a Palestinian child is no less valuable than
that of an Israeli child. It will send a message that we in Hawaii do not believe that Palestinians are
human animals as were described by many in the Netanyahu’s far-right government. This genocidal
government and its Zionists’ supporters use these words to dehumanize the Palestinian people so that
this massacre, slaughter, arrests/kidnappings, torture and war crimes that are happening in every part
of Palestine, including the West Bank that has no Hamas, would be justified as self-defense.

Although the people of Gaza and Palestine have been living under brutal occupation, including torture,
murder and humiliation, this resolution is not an attempt to solve this issue but rather a humanitarian
appeal to stop the killing and the starvation as reported by the international media and collaborated by
on the ground statements of reputable NGOs in Gaza such as Doctors Without Borders, Save the
Children and others.

We urge the honorable senators of this committee to consider the following suggested corrections and
additions:

1- Address this resolution of the United state President Biden and our Hawaii congressional
delegation as wells as to the leadership of United State House and Senate who may have access
to the Netanyahu regime.

2- Reference the need for the flow of unlimited humanitarian supplies and medicine to help in the
ongoing famine and diseases.

3- Reference the return of Gazans to their destroyed homes to bury their loves ones and start
rebuilding.

4- Urge the United States President and Congress to withhold sending any additional weapons
given the ICJ’s Jan 2024 statement or at minimum ensuring that such US bombs are not used
to further the ongoing genocide.

5- Transmit this Resolution to the Governor of our great state.

6- Add “Immediate and permanent” to word ceasefire.

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony and request for amendments. On
behalf of my community, | thank you for your kind consideration of this important resolution and urge
you to pass it.

Much MAHALO.

Hakim QOuansafi
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HAWAI'l ALLIANCE for PROGRESSIVE ACTION

Senate Committee on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs
Hawai’i Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) Supports: SCR13
Friday, March 8th, 2024 3:00pm, Conference Room 225
Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee,

HAPA strongly supports SCR13, which urges members of Hawai‘i’'s Congressional Delegation to
support the Ceasefire in Gaza Resolution introduced by US Congresswoman Cori Bush.

We stand against collective punishment and mass violence inflicted upon civilians in any form —
be it by the Israeli State, Hamas, or the United States. We join with Jewish Voice for Peace in
the belief that, “A future of peace and safety for all, grounded in justice, freedom and equality for
all, is still the only option.” We affirm the equal value of all lives.

Residents of Hawai‘i contribute $13 million in federal taxes annually to the $3.8 billion per year
in U.S. military funding and economic aid to the apartheid State of Israel’, which is used to
commit daily war crimes against Palestinians in their own homelands, including the theft,
destruction, and occupation of their lands, homes, food sources, water, natural resources, and
means to survival.

We also recognize that a ceasefire and stop to the planned ground invasion of Rafah is not
enough to bring peace, freedom, and dignity to the Palestinian people, who have long faced
conditions of “open air imprisonment” in their homelands. For true and lasting peace for
Palestines, Israelis, and all people, we must work to eradicate oppression in all forms.

Please support SCR13 to urge the US federal government to stop participating in the genocide
of the Palestinian people.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

bl
) B
\

Anne Frederick
Executive Director

" International Court of Justice:Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the
Gaza Strip (South Africa v. Israel) https://www.icj-cij.org/case/192
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Friday March 8, 2024

To: Committee of Public Safety and Intergovernmental Affairs
Representative Glenn Wakai, Chair
Representative Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair

Re: Support of SCR13 - Relating to Israel; Gaza; Permanent Ceasefire
Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante, and Esteemed Members of the Committee,

We come before you with urgency and conviction to voice our staunch support for SCR13. For
too long, Palestinians have faced displacement, occupation, and relentless injustice at the hands
of a violent state apparatus that has persisted for over seven decades. It's crucial that we confront
the truth and acknowledge the historical accuracy surrounding the events of October 7th,
recognizing it as an act of necessary resistance borne out of decades of oppression.

The suffering endured by the Palestinian people in Gaza over the last almost six months amounts
to nothing less than genocide. Israel's relentless siege has systematically deprived 2 million
Gazans of access to clean water, food, and fuel, rendering them unable to sustain themselves or
access essential medical care. This urgent crisis demands immediate attention and decisive
action.

Roots Reborn stands unwaveringly in solidarity with our Palestinian brothers and sisters, both
within Palestine and across the global diaspora, in their pursuit of liberation from apartheid and
settler colonialism. As a BIPOC, queer, and woman-led organization, we are deeply rooted in the
principle that every single child is our own. Consequently, we mourn deeply for every child
unalived and harmed.

We vehemently denounce the heinous violence inflicted upon innocent civilians—mostly babies,
children, and women—and call upon our elected officials to advocate for an immediate and
permanent ceasefire.

At Roots Reborn, we understand that the struggles of our immigrant communities are intimately
intertwined with those of our Palestinian kin. In our shared quest for justice and freedom from
oppression and violence, we recognize the interconnectedness of our fights.


t.lobendahn
Late


ROOTS REBORN

We implore you, esteemed members of the committee, to throw your weight behind SCR13 and
take a stand against genocide and injustice.

Thank you for affording us the opportunity to address this vital issue.

Sincerely,

Veronica Mendoza Jachowski
Executive Director

Roots Reborn
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TO:  Senate Committee on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs
Senator Glenn Wakai, Chair
Senator Brandon Elefante, Vice Chair

DATE: Friday, March 8§, 2024
FROM:AF3IRM Hawai‘i

RE: SR 6/ SCR 13 Permanent Hawai‘i Ceasefire Resolution

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the Committee on Public Safety,

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in STRONG SUPPORT OF SR 6/SR 13.
Today is International Working Women’s Day. Today, all throughout Women's History Month,
and every day, AF3IRM underscores how patriarchy is at the core of what enables violent
oppressive systems and asks everyone to commit to instead build systems of justice and care.

The ongoing genocide in Palestine is a product of the afformentioned violences. Because of this,
Palestine is and will always be a feminist issue. Our Palestinian relatives are enduring horrors
orchestrated by the violent, colonizing forces of “Israel”. We also know that Israel would not be
able to do this without the unrelenting support of the United States.

We say LAND BACK BODIES BACK, FREE PALESTINE. AF3IRM supports the demand for
a permanent ceasefire. We call to end the siege and for the permanent end of Israel’s occupation
of Palestine. We affirm the Palestinian resistance against their oppressors and affirm the right of
Palestinans to return home to live in their ancestral lands. The last day of Israeli occupation will
be the first day of true and lasting peace.

As women from colonized lands, we know that military occupation creates and enables
violence against women and gender expansive people. The Imperial War Machine uses
propaganda to appeal to women’s rights & queer rights to propagate harmful agendas. But
we know there is no women’s liberation and queer liberation in Zionism and genocide.

The facts to the contrary are damning:

1. Israel claims to stand for gender equality for women, claiming Israeli women soldiers
indicates women’s empowerment, all while women and children — including the Occupation’s
own female soldiers - experience misogynistic and sexual abuse at the hands of the Occupation’s
soldiers. Palestinian women share firsthand accounts of rape, sexual violence, sex trafficking,
physical abuse, and torture, dating back to the original Nakba of 1948.
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2. Israel has been a safe haven for pedophiles and sexual predators, sheltering about 100 rabbis,
teachers, and other figures who have been accused, charged, or convicted of sexual abuse of
minors overseas.

And 3. The most recent siege on Gaza has increased infant mortality and produced a more than
300% increase in miscarriages among Palestinian women.

The U.S. military also perpetuates this violence. Where there are military bases, there is
domestic violence and rape. Where the US military goes, brothels and prostitution follow. The
demand for sex is connected to the entitlement to land and bodies, where women and queer
people are coerced into paid rape in the sex trade.

It is women who bear the brunt of the violent consequences that come with the dispossession of
land from indigenous people. As transnational feminists, we must be attentive to intersections
among nationhood, race, gender, sexuality, and economic exploitation on a world scale in the
context of imperialist globalization. The same tools of imperialism, white supremacy, and
patriarchy are the root cause of the ongoing crisis of missing murdered indigenous women and
girls. It is the root cause of the dispossession of Native peoples.

The occupation of Hawai‘i and Palestine are both settler-colonial projects backed by US
imperialism. Former Hawai‘i senator and known sexual abuser Daniel K. Inouye is infamous for
advocating for millions in tax monies to go to Israel. Like the U.S.’s colonial project in Hawai‘i
and other occupied lands, Israel is exploiting lands, poisoning waters, desecrating sacred places,
and erasing the Palestinian people. Israel has also emboldened settlers to attack Palestinians and
enact their false entitlement to take Palestinian homes. The U.S. has been complicit by funding
and providing weapons to the Israeli Occupation Forces even when American citizens have
demonstrated their dissent to the death and destruction of Israel’s crimes against humanity. Many
of these weapons have been developed and tested right here in Hawai‘i! Hewa!

Before the colonization of both places the Hawaiian Kingdom and Palestine had diplomatic and
personal relationships with one another! In many ways, we still do. AF3IRM is committed to
fighting for a deoccupied Hawai‘i and Palestine, for we know our struggles are inseparable.
Palestine is showing the world what can be. The Palestinian resistance teaches us life and how
justice for Palestine is connected to the liberation of all colonized lands and peoples everywhere,
especially in Hawai‘i.

Until the last aloha ‘aina, until the last olive tree, we as a people will remain steadfast in the love
for our homelands and each other. From the river to the sea, from Ko Hawai‘i Pae ‘Aina to
Palestine, every empire will fall at the knees of the mothers who have birthed this revolution.
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND
MILITARY AFFAIRS
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March 8, 2024 3:00 PM Conference Room 225

In SUPPORT of SCR13/SR6: URGING MEMBERS OF HAWAII'S CONGRESSIONAL
DELEGATION TO SUPPORT THE CEASEFIRE IN GAZA RESOLUTION INTRODUCED
BY UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN CORI BUSH

Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee,

The Sierra Club of Hawai‘i STRONGLY SUPPORTS SCR13/SR6, which seeks to address
an ongoing humanitarian and environmental catastrophe that has already claimed tens of
thousands of human lives, and that threatens to leave a growing legacy of devastation and
abject injustice that will shape the fates of multiple future generations.

The Sierra Club as a national organization has not taken a position on the particular
issue of a ceasefire in Gaza. However, in addition to the international humanitarian issues
arising from this unprecedented crisis — including the documented impacts on children,
infants, journalists, and medical and aid workers, as well as International Court of Justice
orders that highlight the imminent threat of genocide — the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i believes
that the established policy positions of the Sierra Club can lead to no other conclusion
than to support an immediate ceasefire, as urged by the Gaza Resolution referenced
in this measure.

First, Sierra Club’s Water Policy recognizes that “Water quality and water quantity are integral
to issues such as energy, land use, and maintenance of a healthy environment for plants,
wildlife and humanity. Access to potable, sufficient and affordable water is a human right.”" In
direct contravention to this policy statement, the governmental denial of peoples’ access to
clean water has been well documented in Gaza and the West Bank even well before the
current crisis,?2 which has now reportedly deprived displaced residents and children of the
minimal amounts of water needed for survival.®> Contamination from military actions also
threatens to destroy regional water sources and deprive future generations of access to clean

' Sierra Club, Water Policy, https://www.sierraclub.org/policy/water-policy (/ast accessed March 7, 2024).
2 See, e.g. Amnesty International, The Occupation of Water, November 29, 2017, available at
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2017/11/the-occupation-of-
water/#:~:text=Israel%20does%20not%20allow%20water,by%20sewage%20and%20seawater%20infiltra
tion; The Institute for Middle East Understanding, Israel’s Environmental Apartheid in Palestine,
November 3, 2022 available at https://imeu.org/article/environmental-apartheid-in-palestine.

3 UNICEF, “Barely a Drop to Drink”: Children in the Gaza Strip do not access 90 per cent of their normal
water use, December 19, 2023, available at https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/press-releases/barely-drop-
drink-children-gaza-strip-do-not-access-90-cent-their-normal-water-use.
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and sufficient water in the Gaza region, potentially indefinitely.* Without an immediate
ceasefire, the access to clean, drinkable water essential for healthy people and a healthy
environment and that is a basic human right will continue to be deprived for tens if not
hundreds of thousands of people, including future generations yet unborn.

\!

Second, the Sierra Club has been long “committed to maintaining the world's remaining
natural ecosystems, and, where feasible, to the restoration and rehabilitation of degraded
ecosystems. Wildlife, plants, and their ecosystems have value in their own right, as well as
value to humans and to the health of the biosphere.” This policy statement is likewise
contravened by the active military violence taking place in Gaza, including the indiscriminate®
deployment of tens of thousands of bombs’ and as well as the apparent use of highly toxic
white phosphorous? in both populated and rural areas - all of which have disrupted, and could
irreparably destroy, regional ecosystems and the integrity of the terrestrial and aquatic
biospheres. A ceasefire would prevent further destruction of the natural and native
ecosystems of the Gaza and surrounding regions, and the attendant, potentially irreparable
harms to both humans and the environment.

Third, the Sierra Club has an agricultural policy that supports “healthy and abundant food,
fiber and other services for all communities while maintaining the fertility of the soil and
protecting the Earth’s climate and the native diversity of plants and animals. . . . Agriculture
is also inherently cultural: every system of food production has the capacity to generate not
only economic benefits and ecological capital, but also a sense of meaning and connection
to natural resources.” The aforementioned destruction of regional water resources, and the
contamination of soil from the indiscriminate deployment of military munitions in rural areas,
run directly contrary to this policy, and have already led to reports of widespread starvation.°
A ceasefire would prevent the further loss of generational agricultural and fishing practices
critical to the civilian and indigenous communities of Gaza and their continued cultural

4 Nancy A. Youssef, et. al., Israel Begins Pumping Water Into Hamas’ Gaza Tunnels, THE WALL STREET
JOURNAL, December 13, 2023, available at https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/israel-hamas-war-
pumping-seawater-gaza-tunnels-2ed3b3f2#.

5 Sierra Club, Wildlife and Native Plants, https://www.sierraclub.org/policy/wildlife/wildlife-and-native-
plants (last accessed March 7, 2024).

6 Natasha Bertrand and Katie Bo Lillis, Exclusive: Nearly half of the Israeli munitions dropped on Gaza
are imprecise “dumb bombs,” US intelligence assessment finds, CNN, December 14, 2023,
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/13/politics/intelligence-assessment-dumb-bombs-israel-gaza/index.html.

7 Julia Frankel, Israel’s military campaign in Gaza now seen as the most destructive in recent history,
experts say, ASSOCIATED PRESS, January 11, 2024, available at https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-
bombs-destruction-death-toll-scope-419488c511f83c85baea22458472a796.

8 Human Rights Watch says Israel used white phosphorous in Gaza, Lebanon, REUTERS, October 13,
2023, available at https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/human-rights-watch-says-israel-used-white-
phosphorous-gaza-lebanon-2023-10-12/.

% Sierra Club, Agriculture and Food, https://www.sierraclub.org/policy/agriculture/food (/ast accessed
March 7, 2024).

10 OXFAM International, “Golden time” seasonal farming production destroyed and lost in northern Gaza
amid mounting fears of worsening hunger and starvation, February 26, 2024, available at
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/golden-time-seasonal-farming-production-destroyed-and-lost-
northern-gaza-amid.
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connection to their lands and natural resources.

\!

Fourth, the Sierra Club has committed to “oppose efforts to dispossess Indigenous peoples
of their lands, culture, and their right to self-determination,” and has recognized that “the
exploitation of land goes hand in hand with the exploitation of people.”'" As detailed by the
Progressive Workers Union, representing hundreds of Sierra Club frontline staff working to
protect our environment across the United States and Hawai‘i, the exploitation and
dispossession of indigenous land in Palestine long predates the unprecedented violence
seen over the last five months.' However, the sheer magnitude of death and destruction,
including what has been described as “ecocide,” that has already occurred and that will
continue to occur without a ceasefire, threatens an even greater mass dispossession of land,
culture, and self-determination of indigenous Palestinians for generations to come.™

As a final note, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i has long emphasized the importance of indigenous
rights and environmental stewardship as not only a moral imperative, but a key strategy to
confront the existential crises that face our islands, as well as our planet as a whole. This
strategy has most recently been acknowledged in a recent Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change report, which identifies colonialism as a key driver of our climate crisis.
Accordingly, in order to give ourselves and our future generations the best chance at a livable
and hopeful future, the enforcement of indigenous rights and the protection of our biocultural
lands and resources must be pursued not just locally, but on a global scale. An immediate
ceasefire to prevent the further wanton destruction of indigenous peoples, lands, resources,
and rights, and radical action to rectify the historical and ongoing injustices perpetrated
against indigenous peoples and the planet, is therefore both a moral and existential
imperative for humanity as a whole.

For the above reasons, the Sierra Club of Hawai'i respectfully but strongly urges the
Committee to PASS this measure. Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify.

" Sierra Club, Indigenous Rights, https://www.sierraclub.org/equity/journey/indigenous-rights, /ast
accessed March 7, 2024.

12 Progressive Workers Union, Ratified PWU Union Wide Resolution in Solidarity with Palestine,
November 17, 2023, available at https://pwunion.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/RATIFIED-PWU-Union-
Wide-Resolution-in-Solidarity-with-Palestine.pdf.

'3 Emma Pearce, Israel’s ecocide is contributing to the forcible displacement of Gazans, OPEN GLOBAL
RIGHTS, February 9, 2024, available at https://www.openglobalrights.org/israel-ecocide-contributing-to-
forcible-displacement-gazans/.
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SCR-13
Submitted on: 3/8/2024 1:45:32 AM
Testimony for PSM on 3/8/2024 3:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Veterans i i
Colonel (Ret) Ann Wright|| For Peace-Chapter 113 Support ertteno'lr'ﬁstlmony
Hawaii y
Comments:

With the continuing five-month Israeli genocide of the Palestinians in Gaza with over 32,000
killed, 70,000 injured and at least 10,000 buried under the collapsed buildings, as a retired US
Army Colonel and the co-coordinator of Veterans For Peace, Chapter 113-Hawaii, | fully
support SCR 13 which calls for the US to support a ceasefire. In the spirit of aloha, our state
does not condone genocide. We do not support apartheid. We do not support killing. Ceasefire
NOW!
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March 8, 2024

Regarding SCR 13 before the Committee on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military
Affairs

Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee,

Ka Lahui Hawai'‘i stands in strong support of Senate Concurrent Resolution 13 “Urging
Members of Hawai‘i‘'s Congressional Delegation to Support the Ceasefire in Gaza Resolution
Introduced by United States Congresswoman Cori Bush”.

The Hawai'i State Legislature has been mostly silent on the issue of the ongoing genocide of
Palestinian men, women and children in Gaza. It is important for this committee to pass this
resolution not only because it is the morally right thing to do but because this genocide is being
funded by taxpayer monies. Human rights violations and war crimes are happening right now
in Gaza as children die from starvation, much needed aid is being blocked, and Palestinians are
being shot on sight by Israeli soldiers. US citizens (including Hawai'i residents) are paying for
these atrocities that are happening in occupied Palestine.

A call for a ceasefire and humanitarian aid is necessary immediately in order to save thousands
of innocent lives. Please add your voice to a growing movement of local governments,
international communities, and concerned community members and pass this important
resolution. This is a first step toward any hope of long lasting peace in Palestine.

We commend this committee for hearing this important resolution and allowing us an
opportunity to advocate for the people of Gaza.

Sincerely,

M. Healani Sonoda-Pale

Public Affairs Officer, Ka Lahui Hawai‘i Komike Kalai‘aina
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Submitted on: 3/8/2024 1:20:06 AM

Testimony for PSM on 3/8/2024 3:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Students
Kaylan Bray and Faculty for Justice in Support In Person
Palestine UH Manoa

Comments:

PSM Committee Chair, Vice Chair, and Members
SCR13/SR6

Hear date: Friday, March 8, 2024 - 3:00 PM

IN SUPPORT

Aloha members of the committee,

Thank you for holding a public hearing. My name is Kaylan Bray and | am a student at UH
Manoa majoring in American Studies and I'm a member of Students and Faculty for Justice in
Palestine, testifying in SUPPORT of SCR13/SR6.

For the first time in history, we as civilians have been able to witness the largest number of
massacres in history carried out almost entirely against civilians and through aerial
bombardment.

Since October 7, 2023, | have collected, analyzed and verified a total of 1033 videos that have
been coming out of Gaza as of today. I'm sure | do not need to go into detail with what | am
seeing, as you all are most certainly familiar with the the different wounding patterns of blast
injuries, but I was not. | had never seen anything like that until October 7, 2023. And every
single day for the last 152 days, | watch, contextualize, verify, and preserve the most horrific
things I have ever witnessed in my life. While | have come across some fake videos, the majority
have been real. My life has completely changed since this conflict started, completely shifting
my focus within my academic studies to clinical research within my department so that | am able
to provide as much credible evidence as possible to ensure legal accountability, including
individual criminal and command responsibility.

Hawaii's location in the Pacific holds such a pivotal position for the United States military
structure due to our location in the Pacific and our state’s military installations are essential for
defense, power projection, and as a strategic link between the U.S. and Asia-Pacific regions. All
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of you sitting on this committee are responsible for the enhancement of stability in the Indo-
Asia-Pacific region by promoting security cooperation, encouraging peaceful development,
responding to contingencies, and deterring aggression. There is only so much we can do as
citizens can do, but together we can begin to put a stop to this humanitarian catastrophe.

| am pleading with you to please support a ceasefire immediately. Thank you all for your time.

Kaylan Bray
Students and Faculty for Justice in Palestine

808-931-9734



SCR-13
Submitted on: 3/5/2024 4:35:22 PM
Testimony for PSM on 3/8/2024 3:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephen T Hazam Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

Please SUPPORT the ceasefire in Gaza Resolution.

The killings of tens of thousands innocents, the injuries of hundreds of thousands of
innocents,the dispacement of more than 1.5 million innocents, the destruction of hundreds of
thousands of homes, the starvation, famine and obstruction of humanitarian aid goes beyond any
definition of self-defense. It must be stopped. This does not make Israel safer.

Please SUPPORT the ceasefire in Gaza Resolution.



SCR-13
Submitted on: 3/5/2024 4:46:29 PM
Testimony for PSM on 3/8/2024 3:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Danielle Beaver Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

It would send a strong message to the rest of the world if Hawaii supported this resolution. Given
our history of colonization and trampling of the rights of Native Hawaiians, it is important that
we show our solidarty and compassion for another group of colonized and occupied people.

This is the moral and right thing to do and to stay silent would be to remain complicit in this
genocide.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes



committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.



SCR-13
Submitted on: 3/5/2024 5:18:55 PM
Testimony for PSM on 3/8/2024 3:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ezra Levinson Individual Support Remotely Via
Zoom
Comments:

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante, and Sens. Fukunaga, Rhoads, and Awa,

My name is Ezra Levinson. | am a resident of Kailua. | am testifying in strong support of
SR6/SCR13, with a preference for a Concurrent Resolution, calling on Hawaii's Congressional
Delegation to support a ceasefire in Gaza.

On November 11, hundreds of Jewish writers and public figures published a letter titled “A
Dangerous Conflation.” They wrote that “It is precisely because of the painful history of
antisemitism and lessons of Jewish texts that we advocate for the dignity and sovereignty of the
Palestinian people. [...] we believe the rights of Jews and Palestinians go hand in hand.” I am
here today to support this resolution because of my Jewish values.

These writers make another critical point: “Characterizing all critiques of Israel as antisemitic
also conflates Israel and all Jewish people in the popular imagination,” essentially holding Jews
collectively responsible for Israel’s violence. Beyond that, it presents “Palestinians, Arabs, and
Muslims as inherently suspect,” playing on racist stereotypes and putting these groups at risk.
Conflating Israel with the Jewish people threatens all of our safety. Senators, some will try to
stifle this resolution with false claims that it is somehow antisemitic, but this is a

dangerous attempt to use Jews like me as a political shield for the State of Israel as it
systematically oppresses and kills Palestinians. Do not be misled into supporting this violence.

If the hundreds of Jewish leaders who wrote this letter, including numerous rabbis, professors,
and journalists, are not enough to demonstrate the force of the Jewish conviction that “never
again” ought to mean never again for anyone, look to the many thousands of Jews who have
taken to the streets across and beyond the United States in recent months to call for a ceasefire as
a step toward peace and justice for all. I am proud to count myself among them.

Senators, once again, | urge you to support this urgent resolution calling for a ceasefire and
making clear to our Congressional Delegation that we expect them to listen.

Ezra Levinson, 96734


https://www.nplusonemag.com/online-only/online-only/a-dangerous-conflation/
https://www.nplusonemag.com/online-only/online-only/a-dangerous-conflation/

SCR-13
Submitted on: 3/5/2024 5:30:44 PM
Testimony for PSM on 3/8/2024 3:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Arif Rahman Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Honorable members of the committee,

With a heavy heart, | stand before you today to advocate fervently for SCR13, propelled by a
tragedy that is both deeply personal and painfully emblematic of the crisis we face. The
escalating violence by the Israel military in continuation of their brutal colonization, has wrought
unspeakable devastation upon civilians, casting a dark shadow over the sanctity of human life.
My testimony is anchored in the loss of a dear friend, a beacon of love and compassion, whose
life was extinguished by Israeli bombs. Along with him, his wife, three daughters, baby son, and
parents were all tragically Kkilled, erasing an entire family committed to the welfare of others in
Gaza. This barbarity is not an isolated incident but a reflection of a broader, more horrifying
narrative of indiscriminate violence that respects neither age nor innocence.

The statistics are harrowing: approximately 40,000 civilians have perished since October 7, the
majority of whom are women and children—a stark testament to the indiscriminate nature of this
conflict. An additional 70,000 have been wounded, while countless others remain unaccounted
for, buried beneath the rubble of their own homes. The humanitarian situation in Gaza is dire,
with two million people besieged, cut off from essential supplies of water, food, and fuel due to
Israel’s relentless blockade—now in its 16th year. This blockade, in defiance of international
law, exacerbates the suffering, transforming Gaza into an open-air prison where despair and
death loom large.

Furthermore, the plight of some 200 Israeli hostages held in Gaza underscores the widespread
disregard for human life defining this conflict. Indiscriminate rocket fire threatens civilians on
both sides, yet it is the innocents who pay the highest price. The urgency for a ceasefire cannot
be overstated. It is imperative to halt the unlawful attacks, end the bloodshed, and allow for the
delivery of essential humanitarian aid. Hospitals in Gaza are in dire need of life-saving
medicines, fuel, and equipment to treat the wounded and repair the damage inflicted by relentless
bombardment.

A ceasefire also opens a path for dialogue, for addressing the underlying causes of this conflict.
It offers a chance for the release of hostages, for conducting independent international
investigations into the war crimes committed by all parties, and for confronting the impunity that
fuels this cycle of violence.



The structural violence and apartheid imposed on Palestinians must be dismantled. It is a
prerequisite for peace, for a future where all can live in dignity, free from fear and oppression.
This cannot be achieved amidst ongoing violence.

| implore you, with every fiber of my being, to support this resolution. Let us honor the memory
of my friend, his family, and the tens of thousands of lives lost by committing ourselves to peace,
to humanity, and to justice. The time for action is now; let us not wait for more lives to be lost
before we find the courage to act.

Thank you.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Patricia Blair Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Absolutely Hawaiis Congressional should sign on to support a ceasefire in Gaza. They should
have done this months ago. Please pass this bill. Children are dying.
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Mike Golojuch, Sr. Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

| support SCR13. Please pass this resolution.

Mike Golojuch, Sr.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nanea Lo Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Hello,

My name is Nanea Lo. I'm born and raised in the Hawaiian Kingdom. I live in Mo‘ili‘ili. I'm
writing in STRONG SUPPORT OF SCR13.

Ceasfire needs to happen now! This is crazy and | can't believe this is actually happening. It
makes me phsyicaly and mentally distraught! Below are some facts:

e The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between Israel and Hamas and other
armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of casualties is
unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been Killed since Oct 7, and the majority
of them are women and children.

e At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed
groups and held in Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire
into Israel places its own civilians at risk.

« Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water,
food and fuel leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive.
The humanitarian catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade
on the occupied Gaza Strip will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop
immediately.

o A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting
death toll in Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical
supplies into the Strip to address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will
also allow hospitals to receive life-saving medicines, fuel and equipment they
desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

o A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages
detained in Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into
the war crimes committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity,
which will continue to breed further atrocities.

me ke aloha ‘aina,

Nanea Lo, Mo‘ili‘ili, O‘ahu
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Ayah Abdo Individual Support erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

It is obvious that the "situation” in Gaza is nothing short of a genocide. Palestinians are being
massacred, kidnapped, and forcibly starved at an alarming rate. | urge you to call for an
immediate ceasefire and to stop all US aid to Israel. CEASEFIRE NOW
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Lily Hi%ilani Okimura Individual Support W”“e”OTn‘I*;“mO”V
Comments:

Aloha mai kakou,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. What has become a retaliation to the October 7th
Hamas attack at the Nova Music Festival in Israel has grossly escalated to a genocide of

over 35,000 innocent Palestinitans, approximately 1% of the Gaza population. Over 70,000
Palestinians are wounded, and thousands are still missing under rubble of destroyed buildings
and homes. The majority of these deaths are women and children, meaning this has never been
about eliminating members of Hamas. In addition, there are still around 200 Israeli hostages in
Gaza facing constant danger from Israel's indiscriminate rocket firings, and some have even been
killed by members of the IDF. This has also never been about rescuing the hostages.

| am a member of a grassroots collective where we communicate with Palestinian families in
Rafah and northern Gaza, as well as their family members who live outside of Gaza. We are
helping over 600 families trying to raise funds to either evacuate into Egypt (which costs
between $5,000 - $10,000 per person) or rebuild their homes in Gaza. Many are also needing
funds to afford food, water, and medicine. I, along with the others in the collective, have grown
close to these Palestinians and their families, as if they were our own family members or long-
time friends. Several of these families need life-saving operations and/or medication, but are
unable to due to several hospitals and medican clinics being bombed, and lack of medical
supplies. Some are single mothers who have lost their husbands in the genocide and now have to
raise three to four children on their own, but food prices have skyrocketed. Many were univeristy
students studying to be doctors, translators, and even physical therapists, but now are training to
survive.

| urge you to think about these families, think about humanity. Mahalo a nui.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Giulia Moriondo Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| Giulia Marenco di Moriondo, believe that what is occurring in Gaza at the hands of the Israeli
army is unethical and immoral. I am in full support of an immediate and permanent ceasefire.

Any further support of the Israeli regime by the US government does not in any manner have my

support.
Immediate ceasefire now.

Giulia Marenco di Moriondo
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Chazz Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Members,

| am writing to express my support for SCR13. The conflict in Gaza has already claimed the
lives of more than 30,000 Palestinians and 1,400 Israeli. These deaths will continue to rise unless
action is taken by the US. For the safety of all civilians and hostages, | believe an

immediate ceasefire to be vital. The majority of US citizens want a permanent ceasefire, so
please carry out our voices.
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Aubree Marote Individual Support W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am an American citizen. A Hawaiian by blood. | am married to a Palestinian whose family had
to flee their homeland because of the NAKBA of 1948.

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The level of casualties is unprecedented. Some
40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the majority of them are women and children.
Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more are missing under the rubble of
Gaza.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will only get
worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

Palestine has been illegally occupied and has faced brutal attacks and inhumane treatment by
Israel for the last 75+ years.

A ceasefire would put an end to the devastation in Gaza and neighboring areas, halt the mounting
death toll in Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into
the Strip to address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to
receive life-saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged
wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on



Palestinians is more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

Please. Ceasefire now. Free Palestine from the lethal hand of Israel. Rid our world of the Zionist
ideologies.

Mahalo,

Aubree Marote
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briana kawata Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on



Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

thank you.



Senator Glenn Wakai, Chair

Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair

Committee on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs

Eduardo Sotorodriguez

Friday, March 8, 2024

Comments on SCR13, urging members of Hawaii's congressional delegation to support the

ceasefire in Gaza resolution introduced by United States Congresswoman Cori Bush.

Dear Committee Members,

| am writing to express my comments on SCR13, urging members of Hawaii's congressional
delegation to support the ceasefire in Gaza resolution introduced by United States

Congresswoman Cori Bush.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on SCR13. As a concerned member of the
Hawaiian community, | want to emphasize the potential impact of this resolution on our state's
dealings and the potential divisiveness it may cause among both the Jewish and Palestinian

communities.

| believe that the focus of our state should primarily be on issues that directly impact the well-

being and prosperity of the Hawaiian population. The complex geopolitical situation in the



Middle East, while undoubtedly significant on a global scale, may not be directly relevant to the

day-to-day business and concerns of our state.

Furthermore, it is crucial to acknowledge that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a deeply sensitive
and divisive issue. While advocating for peace is commendable, we must also consider the
potential for this resolution to create divisions within our own community, particularly among

the Jewish and Palestinian populations residing in Hawaii.

| respectfully request that the committee consider the potential implications of SCR13 on our
state's harmony and focus. It would be prudent to prioritize issues that have a more direct impact

on the lives of the people of Hawaii.

Thank you for considering my comments on SCR13. | hope that the committee considers the

potential implications of this resolution on our state and its diverse communities.
Sincerely,

Eduardo Sotorodriguez
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Greg and Pat Farstrup Individual Support ertteno'lr'ltle)s/tlmony
Comments:
Aloha,

Please support this resolution to do whatever you can to bring about an immediate cease-fire in
Gaza.

Ku i ka pono!
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wallace Engberg Individual Support ertteno'lr'ltle)s/tlmony
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between
Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of
casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been Killed since Oct 7, and the majority
of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more
are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

We cannot sit idly by as our tax dollars are being spent on killing innocent civilians! We cannot
condone or ignore these atrocities that are sactioned and approved of by the US white house and
US military. We must use our voices and demand a stop to the genocide of Palestinians.



RE: Testimony of Will Caron

Strong Support for SCR13/SR6: The Hawai‘i Ceasefire Resolution

Senate Committee on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs
March 8, 2024

Aloha members of the committee,

Thank you for scheduling this important resolution, and for giving the community the chance to
testify. With all my heart, | am in full support.

Over the past few months, your constituents have organized dozens of rallies across the
archipelago in all four primary counties, multiple teach-ins, and a thousands-strong march
through Waikiki. They have sent in thousands of emails and made thousands of calls to elected
officials at both the federal and state level—including all of you—making it known that Hawai'i
stands with Palestine.

On Tuesday, on March 5, 150 days after Israel began its latest brutal assault on Gaza, the
Hawai‘i County Council Government Operations and External Affairs Committee added its voice
to this growing chorus by unanimously passing Resolution No. 449-24, titled “Demonstrating the
Aloha Spirit and Fostering Peace, Diplomacy, and Unity within the County of Hawai'‘i, the State
of Hawai‘i, and Beyond,” forward to the full council.

This county resolution calls on the State Legislature to adopt the Hawai‘i Ceasefire Resolution
(SCR13/SR6), in accordance with Hawai‘i values and with the United Nations’ International Day
for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Awareness which calls for a more just and peaceful
world for all of us.

The Hawai‘i State Legislature should now add its voice as well, and join its constituents in
calling for an immediate, permanent ceasefire in Gaza, and for the opening of negotiations for a
lasting peace—a peace that includes liberation for Palestinians.

If the Hawai'i State Legislature were to adopt this resolution, it would send a signal to our
Congressional delegation, and the Biden Administration, that Hawai‘i and its people demand an
immediate end to the indiscriminate killing of Palestinian civilians in Gaza, the West Bank and
throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel.

The rate of civilian casualties in Gaza is unprecedented in the 21st century. Some
30,000—40,000 Palestinian civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the majority of them are
women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more are
missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held
in Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own
civilians at risk as well.



Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will
only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza, and enable aid agencies to get life-saving food, water and medical supplies into Gaza to
address the staggering levels of human suffering there. It will also allow hospitals to receive
life-saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza, and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties, in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’'s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the
violence continues.

Introducing and passing the Hawai‘i Ceasefire Resolution this legislative session is the first step
in a long road to collective liberation. But it is an important step, and one that we residents of
Hawai‘i, your constituents, are raising our combined voices to support.

Lawmakers, listen to your constituents. Please pass the Hawai‘i Ceasefire Resolution out of
your committee with full support. Let's show the world that—in Hawai‘i—we believe in peace,
justice and liberation for all people.

If we can keep in our minds the long-term vision of a world in which oppressive systems are
universally dismantled—and recognize that we need to stay in it together for the long-haul to get
there, one step at a time—we just might have a chance at making it. And we must, because
truly none of us are free until all of us are free.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Free Palestine.
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Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. | am a resident of Waikiki and am extremely
concerned with the U.S. - and Hawaii's - support of Israel's unprecedented killing of some 40,000
civilians since Oct 7, the majority of them women and children. Another 70,000 have been
wounded, and many thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza. It is time we take a
collective stand as a State against such intentional violence and destruction.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

Mabhalo for your time.
Colleen Rost-Banik
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| Mae Ha || Individual || Support || In Person
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

IOF attacks its own citizens in the process. Aid trucks and Palestinians are being shot at for
wanting the food and supplies to live. This is a genocide. As a Vietnamese person, | urge for a
ceasefire. America continues it's legacy of Killing civilians of other countries to fund it's own
agenda. Palestinians deserve to live in peace.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between
Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of
casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been Killed since Oct 7, and the majority
of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more
are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence



continues.

Mahalo,

Noel Shaw
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Christine A Villaflor Individual Support W”ttenOTn(I%;tlmony
Comments:

Please help stop the genocide. This resolution could make a difference. FREE PALESTINE ps !!
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Christy MacPherson Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le;tlmony
Comments:

I am in STRONG SUPPORT of SCR13 and | hope that our congressional leaders do what is
right. I cannot stand to think of the loss of any more innocent lives, including women and
children, because of our nation's choice to continue allowing this to happen.

Mahalo for your consideration.
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Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13/SR6. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since October 7, and
the majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At th same time, some 200 Israel hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel's tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from israel's 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will
only get worse if the fighting doesn't stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel's system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

A vote in support of this resolution is a vote on the right side of history.

Koohan Paik-Mander
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Korie Kiani Lee Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. What is happening Gaza is inhumane and completely
illegal. The Palestinian people are defensless and starved. They just want to go back home, why
is that so much to ask for? 40,000 have been murdered and slaughtered since October, with even
more injured. It is ridiculous that | am being represented by a country that continues to not only
defend these actions, but give billiions of dollars to. I'm 18 years old now, and | do NOT want
my taxes going to a place of genocide, when it could be helping the people of Hawai'i, or anyone
else in need of aide in the United States. Ceasefire on Gaza.
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Comments:

Dear Hawaii Reps:

| am writing as a responsible citizen to voice my support for SCR13/SR6 legislation. We as
minorities know too well the evils of settler colonialism. And we know for a fact that it is being
perpetrated against Palestine IN 2024! Palestinians are being murdered, bombed, sniped, gassed,
starved, terrorized, brutally assaulted, raped, imprisoned without due process for over 100 years,
have been living through apartheid for over 20 years, and now being ethnically cleansed and
genocide. How much more barbaric, inhumane, heinous, and despicable are we going to allow
the US government to be? We have lost all morals and values and the world has lost all trust and
respect for this country.

Just like Hawaiians, Palestinians have been living peacefully on their land until Israel and the US
went in and terrorized them and ever since have destroyed their lands, their lives, their children,
their culture, history, education, institutions, etc. This is absolutely unacceptable and needs to be
stopped immediately. CEASEFIRE NOW! Do what's right. FREE FREE PALESTINE!!

Please, please I implore you to vote for and pass SCR13/SR6 legislation.

Thank you and respectfully,

Darasay Raksinh
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| Sorcha McCarrey || Individual || Support || In Person |
Comments:

Aloha, my name is Sorcha, testifying in strong support of measure SCR13. How can we continue
to spend public funds extracted from citizens' tax dollars and use them to build bombs? How can
we walk around each day as if we have lives worth living when we are systematically
annihilating any chance of life for those bound in Gaza? We have no option but to push through
this belated, beleaguered ceasefire. If we are to have any hope of one day aspiring to reclaiming
our own humanity, we must do all in our power to end the violation of sacred Palestinian life. |
say aspiring to reclaim because those of us chained to this ultraviolent war machine here in the
so-called states have no authority to speak on what is human, what with the atrocities currently
being carried out in the name of Zionism as the leaders at the highest level of our supposedly
representative democracy bay for blood, as military servicemembers literally burn their bodies to
ash rather than continue in complicity with genocide. We must prevent the genocide from
mounting even further, it is as urgent as the breath of a newborn child. Thank you.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Abby Simmons Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:
Aloha,

As a member of the State Central Committe of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i, I support
SCR13, as it is identical to the resolution the SCC unanimously adopted on December 2, 2023,
calling for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and negotiations toward a lasting peace.

Mahalo nui loa,

Abby Simmons
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shannon Clusel Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear members of the committee,

| am testifying in unwavering support of SCR13. The escalation of conflict in Gaza at the hands
of the Israeli government has led to the murder of 40,000 civilians since October 7th, 2023.
Another 70,000 have been wounded and many more are still missing, likely buried under the
ruins of what were once happy homes. Not even the children are spared from the atrocities of this
conflict.

How many more innocent lives must the IDF take before our government takes action? Israel's
armed forces not only violate international law but go against all morals and against even the
lowest form of human decency. If Netanyahu is not stoped, the massacre we are witnessing today
will only end once every single Palestinian is dead, no matter if Hamas's Israeli hostages

must die in the process.

The United States is in a unique position of power to end the bloodshed. Innaction is tantamount
to murder. We already have blood on our hands, and time works against us. We cannot be
spectators to such heinous violence any longer.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Desiree Alesna Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Leah Y Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rik Masterson Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.



Mahalo,

Rik Masterson

Hilo
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Dylan Ramos Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

If I'm not mistaken, your support could help make Hawai‘i the first to call for a ceasefire at the
state level. Not only would that display a courage yet to be mustered by two-thirds of our
congressional delegation -- in fact it urges them to find that courage -- but it would demonstrate
what cities, towns, and millions of people across the nation have been trying to express to the
world: the United States is not united behind what the Biden administration is enabling in Gaza.

This is not a conflict, this is not a war; this is an ethnic cleansing, potentially a genocide. So if
you are worried about calling for a ceasefire, remember it's the least that can be called for in the
"Occupied Territories." And even if you support Israel, understand that without a ceasefire, Israel
continues to harm its own reputation and relationships.

I would like to suggest two amendments. In the second whereas clause, | hope an amendment
can be made to update the numbers and also change one small but, given the context, | think
important word: "...and wounded tens of thousands more, the vast majority of whichwhom are
civilians;"

Thank you for taking up this measure and standing for humanity.
Mahalo,

Dylan Ramos
96816
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| Reyna Johnson || Individual || Support || In Person
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,
| am testifying in strong support of

[SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between Israel and Hamas and other
armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of casualties is unprecedented.

Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the majority of them are women and
children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more are missing under the
rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel's tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel's 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will
only get worse if the fighting doesn't stop immediately.

Israel's tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel's 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will
only get worse if the fighting doesn't stop immediately.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel's system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Daniel Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,
| am testifying in strong support of

[SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between Israel and Hamas and other
armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of casualties is unprecedented.

Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the majority of them are women and
children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more are missing under the
rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel's tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel's 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will
only get worse if the fighting doesn't stop immediately.Israel's tightened siege of Gaza has
blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel leaving the 2 million people in the
Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian catastrophe stemming from Israel's 16-year-
long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will only get worse if the fighting doesn't stop
immediately.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel's system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Willow Takahashi Individual Support W“ttenOTn(I%;tlmony
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,
| am testifying in strong support of

[SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between Israel and Hamas and other
armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of casualties is unprecedented.

Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the majority of them are women and
children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more are missing under the
rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel's tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel's 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will
only get worse if the fighting doesn't stop immediately.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel's system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

Learning about Americas involvement in this crisis is deeply disturbing and not reflective of a
large portion of its citizens interest. Taxpayer money is going towards funding a genocide.
Money that should be going towards bettering our own communities and our quality of life is
being used for the murder of innocent lives. Our government continues to support this genocide
along with so many others, current and past. In order to secure a better future, we must make a




stand and show that the people of Hawaii call for not just a ceasefire, but for freedom and
liberation for all.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephanie Spear Individual Support W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice-Chair Elefante, members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between
Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of
casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the majority
of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more
are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. Here in Hawai'i, with our own history (and ongoing
reality) of dispossession and settler colonialism, it is especially important that we stand with
Indigenous peoples all over the world in protecting their exercise self-determination. That cannot
be accomplished as long as the violence continues.

Please stand on right side of history and vote aye on this resolution.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ciera Cummings Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Ke aloha nui kakou, I am writing as a Native Hawaiian constituent from Kaua‘i and partner of an
active-duty airman stationed near the affected area, to offer my strongest support of all efforts
toward a permanent ceasefire. Malama!
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Anique Singer Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Hello,

| am testifying in deep support of SCR13/SR6. Israel is current committing a genocide against
Palestinians, resulting in 40,000 dead, many of whom are children. Another 70,000 are wounded,
and thousands more are missing under the rubble. People are currently starving due to Israel
blocking the entry of goods. The Israeli hostages that Hamas has taken are no more safe while
Israel is indiscriminately bombing Gaza, as made clear by the ways that hostages have died at the
hands of the IDF. This all must stop immediately.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jocelyn Mamea Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

I, Jocelyn Mamea am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation
of the conflict between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on
civilians. The level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since
Oct 7, and the majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded,
and many thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lexi Everton Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Hawaii County must be a leader and call for an immediate ceasefire. We are witnessing an
absolutely devastating genocide and cannot be silent.

Recently, Aaron Bushnell, a 25-year old Air forceman self-immolated in protest of the ongoing
genocide. Some of his last words are as follows: "many of us like to ask ourselves, "what would i
do if i was alive during slavery? Or the Jim Crow South? Or apartheid? What would | do if my
country was committing genocide?" The answer is, you're doing it. Right now."

So, ask yourselves. What are you doing?

FREE PALESTINE. CEASEFIRE NOW.



SCR-13

Submitted on: 3/6/2024 7:29:15 AM
Testimony for PSM on 3/8/2024 3:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Hannah Manshel Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le;tlmony

Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. As a Honolulu resident and an American Jew, |
strongly support this resolution calling for a ceasefire in Gaza. Over 30,000 civilians have been
killed, and tens of thousands more have been wounded. Those surviving are now starving due to
a lack of access to food, and Israel and other nations' limits on food aid. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire is the bare minimum that is necessary to begin to dismantle Israel's apartheid

system.

Please show your support for a ceasefire, for the lives of innocent Palestinians, and for a humane

world, by voting yes on SCR 13.

Mabhalo nui loa,

Hannah Manshel
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Meghan van Bergeijk Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le;tlmony
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on



Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues. Please call for an immediate ceasefire, our collective humanity depends on it.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Breon Michel Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

Thank you for reading this,



Breon Michel
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Gaye Chan Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

The intentional brutality occurring in Gaza must end.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lily Engle Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha to all members of this committee.

| strongly support SCR13 and all calls for a permanent ceasefire in Gaza. My faith and
participation in Hawai'i 's electoral government rests on the decisions being made. Over the past
few months, | have seen in our community rushes of support for non-militaristic and
conciliatory solutions in Palestine. However, our state government has taken quite a bit of time
to catch up to the will of the people, instead following the trends of the federal government in
denying Palestinians their basic human rights and refusing to acknowledge their humanity as an
occupied people. It is undeniable that the crimes and atrocities Israel has committed against
Palestinians in the past 75 years, amplified and escalated in Gaza over the past 150+ days, are
beyond the scope of what any institution that claims to care about human life can support. It is
also true that Hamas' attacks on Israeli settlements on October 7 is a tragic reflection of the
violence that has been enacted against Palestinians, and while the losses of October 7 have
reverberated throughout the international community and been a primary factor in decision
making over the past 150 days, there is no such compassion for the over 30,000 Palestinians who
have been murdered in cold blood since October 7. Calling for a ceasefire IMMEDIATELY is
our chance to stand on the right side of history and to amend the inaction that has cost many,
including Israeli hostages still in Gaza, their lives and families. The irreperable trauma that the
people of Gaza and throughout the wider region are experiencing now must end and be healed
through processes which dismantle the violent systems that have led us to today. Hawai'i 's
decision to pass a ceasefire resolution is part of what will determine whether | have any faith in
our state government as a body that represents genuine concern for human beings and its
consitutents beliefs that no human life is worth less than anothers, and that militaristic war-
mongering will only cause further harm in Palestine, the so-called Middle East, and at home in
Hawai'i.

The ceasefire is the first step towards a future that we can now choose to be a part of building.
Mahalo nui loa,

Lily Engle
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bianca Isaki Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please support a ceasefire and add that the american government shouldn't be funding genocide.
Thank you.

Bianca
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kaua Kama Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the Committee,

| am testifying in strong support or SCR13. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between
Israel and Hamas and other armed groups, have taken a devastating toll on innocent civilians.
The level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 Palestinian civilians have been killed
since Oct. 7th, majority being childen and women. Another 70,000 have been wounded and
thousands more buried under the rubble in Gaza.

Israel's seige has kept aid such as medication, food, and water from reaching the people of Gaza
resulting in deaths caused by starvation, injuries, and sickness. Two million people in Gaza are
struggling to survive. This humanitarian catastrophe stemming from Israels 16 year long illigal
blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will only get worse if the fighting doesnt stop immediately.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israels system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Cristina Bacchilega Individual Support ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:

Aloha kakou committee members,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13/SR6. You know how high the number of lost lives is,
how devastating everyday life is in Gaza, how children are being robbed of their childhood and
future, how hunger has spread. | am not going to repeat the numbers or refer to the awful and
heart-wrenching images we see on the internet. My point is that you have the opportunity to
support a cease fire in Gaza resolution. Please, please do so. This is not a radical request. It is a
humanitarian one. The situation in Gaza continues to be catastrophic, and you have the
opportunity to call for ending the violence and fighting at least for a while. I urge and trust you to
do the right thing!

Cristina Bacchilega
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nate Hix Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Had 40,000 lives been lost in Hawai‘i, we would spare no effort to prevent further loss.
Following the wildfires that razed Lahaina, leaving 101 individuals dead, we placed recovery at
the forefront, receiving support from around the globe. We must maintain our commitment to
valuing human life, acting now to assist those in dire need by calling for an end to violence. They
would unquestionably do the same for us.
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Comments:

Aloha, as a resident of Hawaii, we understand the impact if colonization and the importance of
addressing historical injustices. Supporting a ceasefire in Gaza aligns with our values of
justice, compassion, solidarity, and Aloha with those who seek a peaceful and stable
existence. | kindly urge the Hawaii State Legislature to consider advocating for an immediate
and unlimited ceasefire in Gaza through diplomatic channels. By taking a clear stance on this
matter, we contribute to the collective efforts for a more just and peaceful world.

Mahalo,

Sofia Oumoussa
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Aloha, members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Palestine has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of casualties is
unprecedented.

Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the majority of them are women and
children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more are missing under the
rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its civilians at
risk.

Israel's tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food, and fuel,
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel's 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip will
only get worse if the fighting doesn't stop immediately.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed further
atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict by dismantling Israel's system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

Me ke aloha pumehana,

Waialua/ Ezgi Green
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| am in very strong support of a ceasefire resolution. In just five months we have seen the mass
murder of over THIRTY THOUSAND Palestinian people, with the real number more likely
approachin 40,000 as thousands of people remain trapped under rubble. This is the highest
civilian casualty rate of any war in modern times and over 13,000 children have been murdered.
This is in addition to the 17,000 children and babies that are now orphaned, many of them with
no remianing suviving family members, and the thousands of children who have had to have
limb(s) amputated, many times without anesthesia. Besides the indiscrimate bombing campaign
that has been carried out, the people of Palestine are now facing the risk of faminine. As of this
writing at least 16 children have died of malnutrition or dehydration, and this number is expected
to quickly escalate. | do not support this genocide or US involvement. | do not support my tax
payer dollars being used to perpetuate what is amounting to be a Holocaust. Voters are sick of
their voices not being heard, and I think | don't just speak for myself when I see I will not vote
for anyone who continues to support and bankroll these crimes.
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Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Aloha members of the committee,

| am a constituent living in Honolulu, HI and am testifying in strong support of SCR13. | am a
Jewish woman and the granddaughter of two Nazi Holocaust survivors who survived Auschwitz,
but whose family members did not. | have experienced firsthand the trauma and impact of a
genocide.

Over 30,000 Palestinians in Gaza have been murdered at the hands of the Israeli state. Over
70,000 people have been wounded. Children less than a year old have had their limbs amputated
without anesthetic. If not from gunfire or drone attack wounds, children are dying from
malnutrition and starvation due to the Israeli government's blockade, disabling much-needed aid
(medical supplies and food) to enter the Gaza strip. Right now, there is no safe place for any
person in Gaza to be. Organizations such as Doctors Without Borders have desperately called for
a ceasefire.

As someone with an intimate personal history with genocide, | cannot in good conscience watch
this genocide continue. | certainly cannot let my tax dollars contribute to the ongoing genocide
against Palestinian people not only in Gaza but in the West Bank and other occupied territories. |
have been to Israel many times and have family from there, and due to my experiences | cannot
support this genocidal, apartheid state.

Passing this ceasefire resolution would be a fantastic first step in the right direction.
Respectfully,

Rachel Engel



Laith Enani, MD
500 Lunalilo Home Road.
Honolulu, HI 96825

RE: Testimony to the Hawai‘i State Legislature in Support of SCR13
Honorable Members of the Hawai‘i State Legislature,

| am writing to urge your support for SCR13, which calls upon members of Hawai'i's
congressional delegation to endorse the Ceasefire in Gaza Resolution introduced by United
States Congresswoman Cori Bush. The situation in Gaza demands immediate attention and
action due to the egregious violations of international law and humanitarian principles. Here are
some key points highlighting the urgency of this matter:

1. Deliberate Targeting of Innocent Lives:|srael's targeting of civilian infrastructure and
densely populated areas in Gaza constitutes a clear violation of international humanitarian law,
particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention. Article 51(2) of Additional Protocol | to the Geneva
Conventions explicitly prohibits attacks against civilians and civilian objects, which are not being
used for military purposes. The loss of innocent lives in Gaza suggests a deliberate disregard
for these legal obligations.

2. High Casualty Rate among Civilians: The disproportionate use of force by Israel has
resulted in a high number of civilian casualties, including women and children. This violates the
principles of distinction and proportionality enshrined in international humanitarian law.
According to the Geneva Conventions, parties to a conflict must distinguish between civilians
and combatants, and their attacks must not cause excessive harm to civilians compared to the
anticipated military advantage gained.

3. Orphaned Children and Humanitarian Crisis: Israel's blockade of Gaza, which restricts
access to essential supplies such as food, medications, and medical equipment, constitutes
collective punishment and is prohibited under Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. The
blockade exacerbates the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, leading to a severe shortage of basic
necessities and leaving thousands of children orphaned and vulnerable to exploitation and
abuse.

4. Obstruction of Humanitarian Aid: Israel's restrictions on the entry of humanitarian aid into
Gaza violate Article 23 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which obligates parties to a conflict to
allow the free passage of humanitarian supplies. By obstructing the delivery of essential
supplies, including food, medicine, and fuel, Israel is exacerbating the suffering of the civilian
population and contributing to a man-made humanitarian disaster.

5. Systematic Targeting of Healthcare Facilities: The deliberate targeting of hospitals and
healthcare facilities by Israel constitutes a violation of international humanitarian law and the
Geneva Conventions. Article 18 of the Fourth Geneva Convention explicitly protects medical



personnel, hospitals, and other medical facilities from attack, and parties to a conflict must take
all feasible precautions to avoid harming them. By targeting healthcare infrastructure, Israel is
denying civilians access to life-saving medical treatment, in violation of their fundamental right to
healthcare.

6. Moral Imperative for Action: As citizens of Hawai'i, we have a moral obligation to speak out
against the violations of international law and humanitarian principles occurring in Gaza.
Neutrality is not an option when innocent lives are at stake, and we must stand on the side of
justice and humanity. By supporting SCR13, we can send a clear message to Hawai'i's
congressional delegation that we demand an immediate ceasefire and an end to the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

7. Historical Parallels: The situation in Gaza evokes memories of past atrocities, such as the
Holocaust, where innocent civilians were targeted and deprived of their basic rights. Just as the
world came together to condemn and address these injustices, we must act decisively to end
the suffering in Gaza and hold those responsible for human rights violations accountable under
international law.

In conclusion, | urge you to support SCR13 and demonstrate our commitment to upholding

international law and humanitarian principles. Thank you for your attention to this critical issue.

Sincerely,

Laith Enani, MD
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Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13/SR6. | testify to support an immediate creasefire
because | care about protecting human life. The toll on civilians has been devastating, and the
level of casualties unprecedented. More than 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and
the majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

Some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in Gaza remain in
danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians at risk.

At the same time, Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including
water, food and fuel, leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The
humanitarian catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied
Gaza Strip will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards. This
is about protecting lives and valueing all human life.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between
Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of
casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been Killed since Oct 7, and the majority
of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more
are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Comments:

Aloha Senators,

| am in support of SCR13. We need to stop sending our money to fund this and stop the killing.

Mabhalo,

Donivan Sun
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| support CSR13 and urgently call for a ceasefire in Gaza.

In 2018 | visited Israel.






The Palestinian did not exist beyond a check point in some far-away place. They were all around
us, their voices calling out in the morning call to prayer at a nearby mosque my first morning in
Nazareth (in the West Bank). At the time of my visit, Palestinians lived next to the City of David,
an incredibly important site for the Jewish, which was just starting to be excavated while | was
there. They lived in the Mount of Olives across the way from the Dome or the Rock. | thought
Israel would be a Jewish country, and I was surprised and impressed at how diverse Israel really

was.



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/apr/03/mount-of-olives-jerusalem-israeli-settler-movement-palestinians-christian-holy-city




This is a picture of “Palestinian” children who lived near the City of David just outside the Old
City in the West Bank.

| had not realized how important Christ was to Palestinians, who consider him one of several
important prophets. Palestinians too celebrate Christmas with Christmas-themed ads, parades,

and nativity scenes, only theirs played Mariah Carey’s “All I Want For Christmas is You” on a
loop.


https://youtu.be/U-AoCz7HLX0




Bethlehem (West Bank), Dec. 25, 2018.

The term Palestinian has political, racial, and religious dimensions. In the news, it usually refers
to a political group, the indigenous people who resided in the area prior to the establishment of
Israel after WWII, when Western powers including the US supported the founding of a Jewish
state in response to Nazi atrocities against them. But if everyone agrees that there is not much of
an organized state to the state of Palestine, then what exactly are we talking about when we’re
talking about a Palestinian as political identity?

Because most Palestinians are Muslim, the term has religious overtones. And because the term
Palestinian is often equated with “Arab,” the term Palestinian also has racial overtones, referring
to a people with a common ancestry that scientists say are genetically closely related to Jewish
people.

On Oct. 7, Hamas attacked Israel, in what has been described as one of the worst terrorist attacks
in history. Israel estimated that 1,200 people were killed. Following the Oct. 7 attack, Israel
launched a brutal current counter-offensive against Hamas in Gaza, in which over 28,000
Palestinian are estimated to have been Kkilled — so far. The disproportionate response was
predicted by Mid-East pundits. (“How many more sons of bitches do we need to kill so Ben
Shapiro is happy?” 2:43-3:33).



https://www.pcrf.net/information-you-should-know/who-are-the-palestinians.html
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/general/declaration-of-establishment-state-of-israel
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/general/declaration-of-establishment-state-of-israel
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/when-ancient-dna-gets-politicized-180972639/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/when-ancient-dna-gets-politicized-180972639/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/hamass-october-7-attack-visualizing-data
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/gaza-death-toll-climbs-28064-palestinians-killed-67611-injured-since-oct-7-gaza-2024-02-10/#:~:text=Middle%20East-,Gaza%20death%20toll%20climbs%2028%2C064%20Palestinians%20killed%2C%2067%2C611%20injured,Oct.%207%2C%20health%20ministry%20says&text=CAIRO%2C%20Feb%2010%20(Reuters),in%20a%20statement%20on%20Saturday.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/gaza-death-toll-climbs-28064-palestinians-killed-67611-injured-since-oct-7-gaza-2024-02-10/#:~:text=Middle%20East-,Gaza%20death%20toll%20climbs%2028%2C064%20Palestinians%20killed%2C%2067%2C611%20injured,Oct.%207%2C%20health%20ministry%20says&text=CAIRO%2C%20Feb%2010%20(Reuters),in%20a%20statement%20on%20Saturday.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKeutlpJGqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKeutlpJGqA




But the fighting did not begin on Oct. 7. The fighting began long before through Israel’s_illegal
occupied settlements of Palestinian territory. The fighting began in the unlawful takeover of

homes and lives, in overnight rulings finding legal loopholes that were used to displace
Palestinians from the homes they’d lived in for generations.



https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-settlements-west-bank-biden-49c4788ffc5f5ee41d5c48365ac5395b
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-settlements-west-bank-biden-49c4788ffc5f5ee41d5c48365ac5395b
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/10/commission-inquiry-finds-israeli-occupation-unlawful-under-international-law
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/10/commission-inquiry-finds-israeli-occupation-unlawful-under-international-law
https://www.vice.com/en/article/3be94y/yanun-palestine-west-bank-israel-illegal-settlements
https://www.vice.com/en/article/3be94y/yanun-palestine-west-bank-israel-illegal-settlements




While in Israel, I met Americans recruited to live in Israel, part of a wave of settlers immigrating
from the US and Russia.

Why purposefully augment a population when land possession was already fraught and causing
violence? Why fan the flames of a fragile peace? Through its illegal occupations, which has
ramped up in recent years under Netanyahu, Israel has willfully, purposefully and callously
provoked violence.

This conflict did not begin on Oct. 7.

The problem is not the state of the Israel. A good part of the problem may be Netanyahu himself,
who is unpopular among many in Israel and who, prior to the Oct. 7 attack, brazenly attempted to
reduce the power of Israel’s courts. Israelis themselves have protested against Netanyahu and
against the war in Gaza.

If Israel wants to attack Palestinians, for the love of God, Biden, Congress, do not spend my tax
payer dollars on this genocide. Do not increase aid several times over just as Israel stands under
increased scrutiny from the international watch groups for their disproportionate attacks. Don’t
impotently say, “Bad, Israel!” while financing the killing. Not funding human rights abuse is the
absolute minimum we can ask of the US.

The question that is not asked enough in the US media: Why is the US financing
Israel?

One response often given for this answer is: the US has always supported Israel. But inertia is
not a geopolitical strategy!

Another possible reason often offered: there are a lot of powerful Jews in the US who represent
an important constituency. But Jewish-Americans account for 2.5% of the US population and not
all support Israeli violence in Gaza. Indeed, Israelis themselves do not support continued
violence against Gaza.

Is the US interested in oil, the reason at the root of so many of our conflicts in the Mideast?

Or is it to maintain “stability” in the region? Because if that is goal, the US is most

certainly not achieving it! The US has already provoked violence unnecessarily, entangling the
US in yet another quagmire in a place few Americans — aside from the 2.5% of American Jews
with ties there — understand or even care about. Three Americans have already died in what
appears to be a mix-up.

Whatever the reason for US interest in ancient Canaan, the US needs to be explicit about its
goals. And if it has no clear and compelling interest in the area, for the love of God, get my tax
dollars out of there.

Israel is a relatively rich country. And the case might be made that they can finance their own
war.


https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-2021-american-immigrants-again-moved-to-settlements-far-more-than-other-arrivals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-2021-american-immigrants-again-moved-to-settlements-far-more-than-other-arrivals/
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15424.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15424.doc.htm
https://www.npr.org/2023/07/22/1189627225/israel-protests-netanyahu-judiciary
https://apnews.com/article/israel-supreme-court-judicial-overhaul-78733a94428b8b9f2c311ee6779eba23
https://apnews.com/article/israel-supreme-court-judicial-overhaul-78733a94428b8b9f2c311ee6779eba23
https://time.com/6333253/aid-israel-price-us-14-billion/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/29/us/politics/israel-iran-gaza-us-attacks.html
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3659809/3-us-service-members-killed-others-injured-in-jordan-following-drone-attack/#:~:text=The%20three%20soldiers%20killed%20are,Alexsondria%20Moffett%20of%20Savannah%2C%20Georgia.
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3659809/3-us-service-members-killed-others-injured-in-jordan-following-drone-attack/#:~:text=The%20three%20soldiers%20killed%20are,Alexsondria%20Moffett%20of%20Savannah%2C%20Georgia.

Given Biden’s repeated calls to reduce violence, given the international outpouring of sympathy
for Gazans over Israel’s aggression, given the US’s own history of disproportionate responses
after 9/11, which also pulled the US into a miscalculation in Iraq and quagmire in Afghanistan,
given the wider regional conflict that has already begun, for the love of God, Biden,
Congressional leaders:

Stop funding this genocide.

We know from history that when an atrocity occurs, it is the bystanders who allow it to occur.
Every day that passes that I don’t think about what’s going on in Gaza and don’t say something
is another day when | am unwittingly okaying the US-backed killing of innocent Palestinians.

It is unlikely I will ever be able to visit Israel again. Travel to the country is heavily restricted,
the backgrounds of visitors closely monitored. But if peace ever resumes in Israel, |
encourage you to visit.

When | visited, there were mainly European tourists, a smattering of African tourists but very,
very few American tourists— despite the overwhelming popularity of Christianity in the US.

If you are American, | encourage you to go to see this place to begin to understand the incredible
complexity of the politics, and to understand that Palestinians are people who would like a place
to live in peace just like the rest of us.
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Kelsey Amos Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

The genocidal way the war in Gaza is being waged is heatbreaking to watch. I've written to my
congressional delegates multiple times to express that the US should not spend our taxpayer
dollars to support genocidal tactics and violence against children and civillians that brings no
one--not Israelis or Palestinians--closer to safety and being able to live in peace and diginity.

| support this resolution and thank the introducer. Please pass SCR13 to put further pressure on
Hawai‘i's congressional delegates to support a ceasefire now.




SCR-13
Submitted on: 3/6/2024 10:09:30 AM
Testimony for PSM on 3/8/2024 3:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
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Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of [SCR13/SR6]. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict
between Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The
level of casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been killed since Oct 7, and the
majority of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many
thousands more are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

Israel’s tightened siege of Gaza has blocked the entry of goods, including water, food and fuel
leaving the 2 million people in the Gaza Strip struggling to survive. The humanitarian
catastrophe stemming from Israel’s 16-year-long illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip
will only get worse if the fighting doesn’t stop immediately.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on



Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.
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Since October, my heart has ached for the people in Gaza and the West Bank. As the conflict
has grown into a genocide, it has been infuriating and disappointing to watch the Biden
Administration continuously and unconditionally support the Israel occupation.

Billions of taxpayer dollars have been sent to kill civilians under the guise of unsuccessfully
seeking justice against Hamas. In the least, it is fiscally irresponsible, and in its truest form it's
funding a genocide. As the months have passed we have watched Israel bomb churches,
hospitals, and places of refuge mercilessly. Over 30,000 civilians have been killed but that
number is a conservative estimate as it doesn't even include those that couldn't be reached under
the rumble. Our money, our country's alliance with Israel, our weapons and sending Israel aid to
buy more weapons - this all makes America complicit in the devastation and injustice. America
is an accomplice.

Surveys show that the majority of Americans want a ceasefire. Hawai'i wanted a ceasefire
months ago, we need a ceasefire NOW. Hawai'i stands for peace. Hawai'i stands with the
oppressed.

| whole heartedly support a ceasefire.
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Jordan Smith Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha members of the committee,

| am testifying in strong support of SCR13. The unparalleled escalation of the conflict between
Israel and Hamas and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on civilians. The level of
casualties is unprecedented. Some 40,000 civilians have been Killed since Oct 7, and the majority
of them are women and children. Another 70,000 have been wounded, and many thousands more
are missing under the rubble of Gaza.

At the same time, some 200 Israeli hostages taken by Hamas and other armed groups and held in
Gaza remain in danger, and ongoing indiscriminate rocket fire into Israel places its own civilians
at risk.

To witness these atrocities and do nothing is unfathomable.

A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the mounting death toll in
Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and medical supplies into the Strip to
address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also allow hospitals to receive life-
saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and to repair damaged wards.

A ceasefire would also provide opportunities to negotiate the release of hostages detained in
Gaza and for independent international investigations to take place into the war crimes
committed by all parties in order to end long-standing impunity, which will continue to breed
further atrocities.

Tackling the root causes of this conflict, by dismantling Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on
Palestinians is now more urgent than ever. That cannot be accomplished as long as the violence
continues.

Mahalo for your support of this resolution.
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Jane E Arnold Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please support SCR13. Thank you.
Jane E Arnold
1763 Iwi Way, Apt D

Honolulu HI 96816
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Aloha kakou,

| am writing in strong support of SCR13. Frankly, it is shameful that it's taken us 5 months of
witnessing the current escalation of the genocide in Gaza to consider this measure. The very least
we can do is is call for a ceasefire, putting a stop to the violence.

Mahalo,

Alia Jeraj



March 6, 2024

Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante, and the Committee on Public Safety and
Intergovernmental and Military Affairs,

My name is Pastor Casandra Chee of Wahiawa United Church of Christ. | am in strong
support of SCR 13 “URGING MEMBERS OF HAWAII'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO
SUPPORT THE CEASEFIRE IN GAZA RESOLUTION INTRODUCED BY UNITED STATES
CONGRESSWOMAN CORI BUSH.”

| am submitting the below statement on behalf of the forty seven faith leaders from across
Hawai'i who are calling for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza. We urge you to
pass SCR13 and take all actions to bring about a ceasefire as soon as possible.

Mahalo nui,

Rev. Cassandra Chee
Wahiawa, O’ahu

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 19, 2024
(Signatures updated 3/7/2024)

Contact: Cassandra Chee, cassandralchee@gmail.com

Hawai‘i Interfaith Call for a Permanent Ceasefire in Gaza

We, faith leaders of Hawai‘i, undersigned, are calling for an immediate and permanent ceasefire
in Gaza. We live in the Hawaiian Kingdom which has been illegally occupied by the United
States since January 17th, 1893. Now over a hundred years later we join the many who call for
the de-occupation of Hawai'‘i, Palestine, and all occupied nations across the world.

We are calling upon Representative Jill Tokuda and Representative Ed Case to support House
Resolution 786 “Calling for an immediate de-escalation and cease-fire in Israel and occupied
Palestine”; and we are additionally calling upon Senator Brian Schatz and Senator Mazie Hirono
to support a Senate counterpart when and if it surfaces. We thank Senator Hirono for being the
first congressperson from Hawai'i to publicly call for a ceasefire.


https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/786
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/786

We are calling upon Governor Josh Green and all members of the Hawai’i State House of
Representatives and members of the Hawai'i State Senate to support measures which call for
an immediate ceasefire including Senate Resolution 6 and Senate Concurrent Resolution 13
“‘“URGING MEMBERS OF HAWAII'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SUPPORT THE
CEASEFIRE IN GAZA RESOLUTION INTRODUCED BY UNITED STATES
CONGRESSWOMAN CORI BUSH.” We thank Senator Maile Shimabukuro and Senator Mike
Gabbard for introducing these resolutions.

The conflict between Israel, Hamas, and other armed groups has taken a devastating toll on
civilians. The level of casualties is unprecedented. Nearly 30,000 civilians have been killed
since October 7th and the majority of them are women and children. (An additional
credible-but-as-yet-unverified 7,000 civilians are "under the rubble" of the northern area of the
Gaza Strip and presumed dead. Also, some 68,000 Gazan civilians are in a "wounded"
category.) A ceasefire would put a stop to unlawful attacks by all parties, halt the ever-surging
death-and-wounded toll in Gaza and enable aid agencies to get life-saving aid, water and
medical supplies into the Strip to address the staggering levels of human suffering. It will also
allow hospitals to receive life-saving medicines, fuel and equipment they desperately need and
a repair to damaged wards. Importantly, a ceasefire would lead imminently to a resolution of the
hostage crisis (Israelis taken into Gaza on October 7th; thousands of Palestinian prisoners
languishing without legal recourse in Israeli prisons) on both sides.

We reject Settler-Colonial Zionism, the extremist ideology which displaced some 750,000
Palestinians from their homes, towns, and land in 1948-9 plus many thousands more in the
intervening 75 years (many of them, effectively imprisoned via siege/blockade in the Gaza
Strip). We condemn all forms of religious violence and intolerance including Islamophobia,
anti-semitism, and Christian supremacy.

“Why is it totally acceptable and commendable to resist oppression in other contexts, yet there
is a double standard when it comes to Palestinians? Why is every Israeli violence “self defense”
while every Palestinian violence “terrorism”? . . Repeatedly throughout the years, the
Palestinian Christian community and the great majority of Muslims have been committed to
non-violence and to dialogue. Even in the midst of violence and oppression that we face daily in
every aspect in our life.” (Rev. Dr. Munther Issac of Christmas Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Bethlehem) We support nonviolence as the de-escalation of violence and we support
Palestinians in their rights to defend their land, families, and selves.

As South African Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu said, “If you are neutral in situations of
injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.” While we are people of many faiths and
cultures, we are united in demanding an immediate and permanent ceasefire for true peace and
an end to violence.

Rev. Alan Mark
Retired United Methodist Pastor
Honolulu, Hawaii


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SR&billnumber=6
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SCR&billnumber=13
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