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Statement of 
DEAN MINAKAMI 

Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
Before the 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
February 28, 2024 at 12:00 p.m. 

State Capitol, Room 308 

In consideration of 
H.B. 1988 HD1 

RELATING TO COUNTY HOUSING POWERS. 

HHFDC supports HB 1988 HD1, which expands the counties' authorization to exercise 
the same powers as HHFDC for the purposes of developing, constructing, financing, 
refinancing, or providing mixed-income projects and mixed-use developments. It also 
authorizes units in low- and moderate-income housing projects to be made available to 
households with higher incomes if there is an insufficient number of persons or families 
who meet income qualifying requirements. This applies to bond proceeds expended by 
a county after December 31, 2023.  

This bill would allow the counties the power to plan and finance mixed-use housing 
projects, especially in transit-oriented development areas, which promotes efficient use 
of our limited urban lands and will help to address the statewide shortfall of affordable 
housing units. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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February 27, 2024 

 
TO: The Honorable Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair, and 
 Members of the Committee on Finance 

FROM: Alice L. Lee 
 Council Chair 

SUBJECT: HEARING OF FEBRUARY 28, 2024; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 
HB1988, HD1, RELATING TO COUNTY HOUSING POWERS 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure to allow counties to 
plan, develop, construct, finance, and provide mixed-use and other housing projects.  
 
I provide this testimony in my capacity as an individual member of the Maui County 
Council.  
 
I support this measure for the following reasons:  
 

1.  Providing mixed-use and other housing projects supports the availability of 
affordable housing and benefits local residents and local businesses.  

 
2.  Allowing counties more authority throughout the housing process will allow 

them to be more effective. County councils are most familiar with their 
communities’ needs and can make policy decisions that balance competing 
interests.  

 
3.  Affordable housing must be a priority if Maui County and the rest of the State 

are to maintain our residents, workforce, and quality of life. Finding ways to 
expand housing opportunities can be accomplished if we work together and 
put all of our available resources to use. This measure makes progress toward 
that goal.  

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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Feb. 28, 2024, 12 p.m.

Hawaii State Capitol

Conference Room 308 and Videoconference

To: House Committee on Finance

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair

Rep. Lisa Kitagawa, Vice-Chair

From: Grassroot Institute of Hawaii

Ted Kefalas, Director of Strategic Campaigns

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF HB1988 HD1 — RELATING TO COUNTY HOUSING POWERS

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice-Chair Kitagawa and other members of the Committee,

The Grassroot Institute of Hawaii would like to offers its comments in support of HB1988 HD1, which would

allow the counties to finance, develop, refinance and construct mixed-use housing and mixed-income projects

— just as the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corp. is allowed to do.

Grassroot doesn’t necessarily support the idea that government agencies should be in the business of

financing, developing, refinancing and constructing mixed-use housing projects. But since the state is already

doing this, giving the counties the flexibility to finance these types of developments as well could nevertheless

increase housing supply in urban areas and areas near public transit

More mixed-use neighborhoods also would increase businesses opportunities, help protect the environment

and promote neighborhood walkability.

As the Grassroot Institute noted in its recent report “How to facilitate more homebuilding in Hawaii,” “if

neighborhoods were more walkable, fewer people would use their cars, which would mean less traffic, less air

pollution and less wear and tear on city streets. Also, residents who give up on driving likely would save money

on gas, repairs, insurance and other car-related expenses.”1

1 Jonathan Helton, “How to facilitate more homebuilding in Hawaii,” Grassroot Institute of Hawaii, December 2023, pp. 15-16.

1050 Bishop St. #508 | Honolulu, HI 96813 | 808-864-1776 | info@grassrootinstitute.org

1

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1988&year=2024
https://www.grassrootinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/231114_pb_homebuilding_online.pdf


In addition, research shows that walkable neighborhoods “yield positive health outcomes. People lose weight,

cardiovascular disease declines, and people report being happier.”2

These are all positive outcomes that could result from enactment of this bill — which also shows, by the way,

that when it comes to trying to promote more homebuilding, the state even manages to get in its own way by

barring the counties from engaging in mixed-use development.

The existing situation is a great example of why Hawaii must reform its laws related to housing growth for the

public sector as well as the private sector.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Ted Kefalas

Director of strategic campaigns

Grassroot Institute of Hawaii

2 Ibid.
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Jurisdiction: Northern California, Northern Nevada, Utah, Hawaii, and the Mid-Pacific Islands

February 27, 2024

Honorable, Kyle Yamashita, House ommi ee on inance, air
Honorable, Lisa Kitagawa, House Committee on Finance, Vice Chair
Honorable Members of the House Committee on Finance

RE: HB 1988 HD1- COUNTIES; COUNTY HOUSING POWERS; HHFDC; MIXED-USE
DEVELOPMENT; MIXED-INCOME PROJECTS

Chair Yamashita,

My name is Ana Tuiasosopo. I am the District Representative and Trustee for Operating
Engineers Local 3. We are the largest Construction Trades Local in the United States. I and the
members of Operating Engineers Local 3 strongly support Bill HB 1988 HD1.

This bill is key to allowing the counties to utilize bonds for mixed-used development and will
greatly facilitate transit-oriented development (TOD) on O’ahu. This Bill’s objectives support
various City & County of Honolulu land use policies, including the O’ahu General Plan, regional
development/sustainable communities plans, and neighborhood TOD plans, as well as its
Housing Plan.

In addition to TOD, mixed-use developments can further contribute toward affordable housing.
Proceeds from commercial uses that are applied to building maintenance can allow for reduced
fees assessed on the residential units. At the same time, co-locating commercial and residential
uses next to each other reduces residents’ reliance on travel, saving them time and money that
would otherwise go toward a transit fare or the myriad costs of automobile ownership.

We humble ask for your support and approval of HB 1988 HD1.

Sincerely,

Ana Tuia:
Hawaii District Representative, Trustee
Hawaii Operating Engineers Local 3
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