
STAND. COM. REP. NO. (j j7, -24

Honolulu, Hawaii
2024

MAR 15
RE: S.B. No. 572

S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems, to which was
referred S.B. No. 572, S.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Authorize and specify conditions under which the
Department of Agriculture may declare a biosecurity
emergency, during which the Department and Governor may
take certain actions to prevent the establishment or
spread of pests and prohibited or restricted organisms;
and

(2) Broaden the objectives and general actions of the
Biosecurity Program to, among other things, require
agricultural commodity importers to take certain actions
to prevent the import of pests.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Department of
Agriculture; Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council; Hawai’i Farm Bureau; and
two individuals.
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Your Committee finds that invasive species pose an increasing
threat to the State and its agriculture industry. Establishing
and broadening the conditions under which the Department of
Agriculture may declare a biosecurity emergency would facilitate
more proactive and expedient mitigation of the risks posed by
invasive species and their importation.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Removing requirements of agricultural commodity
importers and incorporating some of those requirements
into the Department of Agriculture’s public education
requirements;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee notes the concerns raised by the Department of
Land and Natural Resources related to clarifying the role of the
Hawaii Invasive Species Council in a biosecurity emergency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 572, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 572,
S.D. 2, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture & Food
Systems,

CEDRIC ASUEGA GATES, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature 145c,e 111 2
Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
5~357Z wz AC-R, ~~41\1 F1t1 03/13f2c29

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. GATES, Cedric Asuega (C)

2. KAHALOA, Kirstin (VC) V

3. COCHRAN, Elle

4. LOWEN, Nicole E. V

5. PERRUSO, Amy A. s/

-

6. WOODSON, Justin H.

7. WARD, Gene V

TOTAL (7) I_fr 3
The recommendation is: ~opted ~ Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(

Vice Chair’s or designee’s ~ Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pi~c) — HMSO

Distribution: Original (White) — Comm


