
STAND. CON. REP. NO. (141_24

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR15 ,2024

RE: S.B. No. 2997
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection and
Water & Land, to which was referred S.B. No. 2997, S.D. 2,
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILITIES,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require each electric
utility to have a risk-based wildfire protection plan that is
filed with and approved by the Public Utilities Commission.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure

from the Kaua’i Island Utility Cooperative; Ulupono Initiative;
Hawaiian Electric; and International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Local 1260. Your Committees received testimony in
opposition to this measure from Life of the Land. Your Committees
received comments on this measure from the Office of the Governor;
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs; Hawaii State Energy
Office; Public Utilities Commission; Hawaii Association for
Justice; and Maui Chamber of Commerce.

Your Committees find that the risk of wildfires in the State
is increasing as a result of climate change and that preventive
measures are necessary to mitigate this risk. This measure would
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reauire each eleccric utility to have a risk-based wildfire
protection plan.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring electric utilities to operate in compliance
with an approved risk-based wildfire protection plan;

(2) Adding further specifications for the basis of and
inputs to the mandatory risk-based wildfire protection
plans; procedures for their evaluation, approval, and
update; penalties for failure of an electric utility to
comply with an approved plan; and other details;

(3) Authorizing the Public Utilities Commission to convene
workshops to assist electric utilities in developing and
sharing information for the identification, adoption,
and implementation of best practices regarding
wildfires;

(4) Requiring public utilities to report wildfires
potentially caused by or occurring in connection with
their operations or service and requiring the Public
Utilities Commission to investigate the causes of
certain wildfires;

(5) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection and Water & Land
that are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord
with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 2997, S.D. 2, as amended
herein, and recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form
attached hereto as S.B. No. 2997, S.D. 2, E.D. 1, and be referred
to your Committees on Consumer Protection & Commerce and Judiciary
& Hawaiian Affairs.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Energy &
Environmental Protection and
Water & Land,

________

Th E Y
LINDA ICHIYAMA, Chai NICOLE S. LOWEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature 14LP% 11L141 211
Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

BilllResolution No.: Committee Referral: N Date:

3 975v3- ?W,CPC/ft 3/r/2Lf
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LOWEN, Nicole E. (C)

2. COCHRAN, Elle (VC)

3. GATES, Cedric Asuega

-g
4. KAHALOA, Kirstin

4
5. PERRUSO, Amy A.

3
6. WOODSON, Justin H.

7. WARD, Gene

/

Led

TOTAL (7)

The recommendation is: LI Not Adopted

did not support recommendation.If joint referral

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duphcate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives l4P. ii’+The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
f2Ac1 D2- 2JV\J_, CiCfcHM4 i- 7Lj

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ICHIYAMA, Linda (C)

2. POEPOE, Mahina (VC)

3. CHUN, Cory M. ‘.7
4. GANADEN, Sonny

5. HASHEM, Mark J.

6. MIZUNO, May Besario

7.MORIKAWA, Dee V

8. TAKAYAMA, Gregg 7

9. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (9) -1
The recommendation is: ‘Zopted U Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ‘

Distribution: Original (White) — Committe Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


