
STAND. CON. REP. NO. -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR01 ,2024
RE: S.B. No. 2562

S.D. 3
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred S.B. No. 2562, S.D. 3, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO VETERINARY MEDICINE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Prohibit individuals without a valid unrevoked license
obtained from the Hawaii Board of Veterinary Medicine,
or operating under the direct supervision of the same,
from performing any surgical procedure on any pet
animal;

(2) Make performing any surgical procedure on any pet animal
without a valid unrevoked license, or operating under
the direct supervision of the same, a class C felony;
and

(3) Repeal the exception of cropping and docking as
customarily practiced under the offense of cruelty to
animals in the first degree.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaiian Humane Society; Animal Welfare Institute; Animal
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Interfaith Alliance in Britain; and numerous individuals. Your
Committee received testimony in opposition to this measure from
the Department of Agriculture. Your Committee received comments
on this measure from the Hawaii Board of Veterinary Medicine;
Hawaii Veterinary Medical Association; and Hawaii Cattlemen’s
Council,. Inc.

Your Committee finds that surgical procedures on pet animals,
such as dogs and cats, by untrained persons are cruel and harmful
to the animals. Your Committee further finds that surgical
procedures should only be performed on pet animals by licensed
veterinary practitioners.

Your Committee further finds that H.B. No. 1527, H.D. 1
(Regular Session of 2024), a substantially similar measure, was
previously passed by the House.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting its contents and inserting the contents of H.B.
1527, H.D. 1, a measure that:

(A) Prohibits animal owners and their employees from
performing any surgical procedures on the owner’s
animal or animals, if the owners and employees are
not licensed to practice veterinary medicine;

(B) Increases the penalties for the unlicensed practice
of veterinary medicine to a fine of no more than
$1,000, or imprisonment of no more than one year,
or both;

(C) Clarifies that the offense of cruelty to animals in
the first degree does not apply to accepted
veterinary practices when the practices are
performed by a license veterinarian; and

(D) Takes effect on July 1, 3000; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
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report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 2562, S.D. 3, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2562,
S.D. 3, H.D. 1, and be placed on the calendar for Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature ~4S~1& I c~( —

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

SP,15 1SD3
a The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: a Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays ExcusedJHA Members

1. TARNAS, David A. (C)

2. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (VC)

3. EVSLIN, Luke A.

4. GANADEN, Sonny

5. HOLT, Daniel

6. ICHIYAMA, Linda

7. ILAGAN, Greggor

8. KONG, Sam Satoru

9. MIYAKE, Tyson K.

10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (10)

The recommendation is: -‘ Adopted

If joint referral,

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Not Adopted

committee acronym(s)
did not support recommendation.

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


