
STAND. CON. REP. NO. -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB16 , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 2710
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Higher Education & Technology, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2710 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require a wireless
telecommunications carrier, as a condition for any conservation
district use permit to construct, reconstruct, or alter a
telecommunications facility on Kaiwa Ridge, to maintain emergency
backup power for a minimum of eight hours.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Bluestone Townhomes Board of Directors; Lanikai Association;
and two individuals. Your Committee received testimony in
opposition to this measure from the Department of Land and Natural
Resources and CTIA. Your Committee received comments on this
measure from the Department of the Attorney General.

Your Committee finds that during emergencies, cellular phone
connectivity is imperative so that residents and visitors can
communicate with others and receive warnings and alerts. Your
Committee further finds that the provisions of this measure should
be applied statewide.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
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(1) Extending its requirements statewide;

(2) Changing its effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee notes the legal concern raised by CTIA that
mandates like those in this measure are expressly preempted by
Section 332 of the Federal Communications Act and that
longstanding case law has established that state regulation that
attempts to regulate the adequacy of wireless carriers’ network
facilities and the level or quality of their services constitutes
impermissible regulation of market “entry” and is therefore barred
by that section. While your Committee recognizes this concern, it
also notes that California appears to have similar provisions in
place and therefore your Committee believes that there is merit in
moving this measure forward while looking into the issue of
possible preemption.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Higher Education & Technology that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2710, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
2710, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Higher Education &
Technology,

AMY A. PERRUSO, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature H SC I~Ib 6 11
Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education & Technology

1.~J4~/
Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

I4~1tc ~ET, Cpc. ~-I-’~-h~ 2/14/2
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) 34’ Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

C Pass short form bill with Ht~ to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HET Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. PERRUSO, Amy A. (C)

2. KAPELA, Jeanne (VC) ‘V

3. LA CHICA, Trish

4. MARTEN, Lisa

—
5. MARTINEZ, Rose

6. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z.

7. MIZUNO, May Besario

8. QUINLAN, Sean

9. TODD, Chris

10. WOODSON, Justin H.

11. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL(11) ~ 7 3
The recommendation is: ~‘Adopted L~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
corn i ee acronym(s)

C

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signat

Distribution: Original (White) Comm tee D licate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




