
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 13 , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 2555
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott 1K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2555 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE CHILD PROTECTIVE ACT,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to amend the child protective
Act by:

(1) Amending the definition of “aggravated circumstances” to
include when a parent has committed family violence; and

(2) Add a requirement for a primary aggressor assessment in
service plans.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from three individuals. Your Committee received comments on this
measure from the Department of the Attorney General and Department
of Human Services.

Your Committee finds that child abuse is a concerning issue
in Hawaii. According to Friends of the Children’s Justice Center
of Oahu, the State Judiciary’s Children’s Justice Centers, and
partner agencies, there were 2,114 cases of child abuse in Hawaii
in 2022, an increase of three hundred thirty-two cases from 2020.
Your Committee further finds that this statistic does not reflect
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the full issue of the child abuse problem in Hawaii, as child
abuse often goes unreported due to a multitude of factors. This
measure aims to amend the Child Protective Act to better protect
Hawaii’s children.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting the amendment to the definition of “aggravated
circumstances” and instead amending the definition of
“harm” under the Child Protective Act;

(2) Requiring an evaluation or assessment of certain family
members in the family home in cases of alleged or
confirmed domestic violence, rather than requiring an
evaluation or assessment of the parents to include a
primary aggressor assessment in cases of family
violence; and

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.3. No.
2555, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2555, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

LISA MARTEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~~~j5 •~l,4

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

. I4U3jT&~4 oc~&.v~
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HUS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MARTEN, Lisa (C)

~
2. AMATO, Terez (VC)

~
3. BELATTI, Della Au

~___

4. ILAGAN, Greggor

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

6. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. \~

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL(8) 0 1
The recommendation is: Adopted ~l Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee ac onym

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


