
STAND. CON. REP. NO.~ -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1.1, , 2024

RE: }LB. No. 2504
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Higher Education & Technology and Health &
Homelessness, to which was referred H.B. No. 2504 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CIGARETTE TAXES,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to increase the cigarette tax
and allocate the increased amount to the Hawaii Cancer Research
Special Fund.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Taxation; University of Hawai’i System;
Department of Health; Hawaii COPD Coalition; Hawaii Primary Care
Association; Hawai’i Pacific Health; American Cancer Society Cancer
Action Network; Hawai’i Public Health Institute; Adventist Health
Castle; and five individuals. Your Committees received testimony
in opposition to this measure from the Cigar Association of
America; Retail Merchants of Hawaii; Hawaii Smoker Alliance; and
four individuals. Your Committees received comments on this
measure from the Tax Foundation of Hawaii.

Your Committees find that a certain amount of cigarette tax
revenue that is currently allocated to the Hawaii Cancer Research
Special Fund is specifically pledged toward debt service payments
for revenue bonds that were sold to construct the University of
Hawaii Cancer Center in 2010 and related research operations.
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This measure will ensure the payment for debt service for the
revenue bonds and the continued availability of resources for
Cancer Center operations.

Your Committees have amended this measure by changing the
effective date to July 1, 3000, to encourage further discussion.

Your Committees note that your Committee on Higher Education
& Technology believes that the cigarette tax rate should be
further increased than provided for in this measure.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Higher Education & Technology and Health &
Homelessness that are attached to this report, your Committees are
in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 2504, as amended
herein, and recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form
attached hereto as H.B. No. 2504, H.D. 1, and be referred to your
Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Higher Education
& Technology and Health &
Homelessness,

DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair AMY A. PE USO, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives H~ ~. 3~

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education & Technology

BilJlResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HET Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. PERRUSO, Amy A. (C)

2. KAPELA, Jeanne (VC)

~

3. LA CHICA, Trish

4. MARTEN, Lisa s/f

5. MARTINEZ, Rose

6. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z.

7. MIZUNO, May Besario

~___

8. QUINLAN, Sean

9. TODD, Chris

10. WOODSON, Justin H.

11. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (11) 9
The recommendation is: ~‘S~ Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
corn e acronym( )

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Co itt e DupI ate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 14~L

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

I-I ~3 ~ o~1 i-i El/ KL-~, ~ ~24 2~4 24
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTI, Della Au (C)

~___

2. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna (VC)

~

3. AMATO, Terez

4. ILAGAN, Greggor

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand
~-____

6. MARTEN, Lisa

~

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y.

8. GARCIA, Diamond 7

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: ,~J~(Adopted
If joint referral,

Not Adopted

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Comm
ort recommendation.

Distribution: Original (White) — — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


