STAND. COM. REP. NO. W—ZZI

Honolulu, Hawaii
FEB 14 - 202

RE: H.B. No. 2225
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawailil

Sir:

Your Committee on Corrections, Military, & Veterans, to which
was referred H.B. No. 2225 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO VETERANS RIGHTS AND BENEFITS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish provisions
governing any person who receives compensation for advising or
assisting any individual with veterans benefits.

Prior to the hearing on this measure, your Committee posted
and made available for public review a proposed H.D. 1, which
added language holding persons receiving compensation for
assisting an individual with regard to any veterans benefits
matter to the same ethical standards as an attorney is held to
under the Hawaii Rules of Professional Conduct and allowing the
division of fees between attorneys under certain circumstances.

Your Committee received testimony in support of the proposed
H.D. 1 from Veterans of Foreign Wars. Your Committee received
testimony in opposition to the proposed H.D. 1 from the Veterans
Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘il; Veterans Guardian VA
Claim Consulting, LLC; National Association of Veteran Rights; and
two individuals.
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Your Committee finds that individuals providing services to
veterans with regard to any veterans benefits matter should be
governed by provisions that ensure transparency and fairness.
Your Committee believes that this measure addresses this concern
by establishing provisions for ethical standards, transparency,
advertising requirements, and penalties for individuals providing
services with regard to any veterans benefits matter.

Your Committee has amended this measure by adopting the
proposed H.D. 1 and further amending this measure by:

(1) Deleting the prohibition on receiving compensation for
advising or assisting individuals with regard to
veterans benefits matters;

(2) Adding an additional disclosure reguirement for the
estimated cost of services;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

{4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Corrections, Military, & Veterans that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2225, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
2225, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Corrections,
Military, & Veterans,

Ul K

MARK J. HAWHEM, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 370
The Thirty-second Legislature -

Record of Votes of the Committee on Corrections, Military, & Veterans

"IRTIAG IR ™ 2/7/72004

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) d Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CMYV Members Ayes/ Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C) Y4

———-"
o ——
'.—-—

9. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (9) A l
/
The recommendation is: Q/Adopted QO Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
comrmtB:‘e an(s)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: / S —

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee D 1cate‘EYellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO






