
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 12 2024

RE: H.B. No. 1960
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Economic Development, to which was referred
H.B. No. 1960 entitled:

T’A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DISTRICT PLANNING ORGANIZATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish and appropriate
funds for temporary positions to support the activities of a
district organization for a statewide economic development
district.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Planning and Sustainable Development; County of
Kauai Office of Economic Development; Office of Economic
Revitalization of the City and County of Honolulu; Chamber of
Commerce Hawaii; Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Hawaii; Hawaii
Island Economic Development Board, Inc.; Hawaii Leeward Planning
Conference; Island Plastic Bags Inc.; Hawaii Food Industry
Association; and Ho’onui LLC. Your Committee received comments on
this measure from the Department of the Attorney General.

Your Committee finds that being designated as an economic
development district by the United States Economic Development
Administration offers opportunities to advance coordinated and
locally developed goals that leverage and build upon interrelated

2024—1294 HB196O HD1 HSCR HMSO



STAND. COM. REP. NO. -24
Page 2

community assets. An economic development district also advances
a long-term established relationship with the United States
Economic Development Administration that includes annual federal
funding to support the formulation and execution of a
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy.

Your Committee further finds that the Department of Business,
Economic Development, and Tourism has initiated the designation
process with the United States Economic Development Administration
for an economic development district encompassing the State, and
that the Office of Planning and Sustainable Development was named
as the district organization. Your Committee notes that a
district organization must be assisted by professional staff
having economic development planning and coordination
qualifications to conduct the activities of the district
organization. This measure will provide temporary positions, and
funding for the positions, to ensure that the Office of Planning
and Sustainable Development has the necessary human resources to
effectively conduct the activities of a district organization as
provided under federal law.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Economic Development that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 1960, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1960, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Economic
Development,

DANIEL FIOLT, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature I4~C~R*2’3ci ILl
Record of Votes of the Committee on Economic Development

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HSI~DQ 7~/~/7~-O2~4
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) ~with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

ECD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HOLT, Daniel (C)

2. LAMOSAO, Rachele F. (VC)

3. HUSSEY-BURDICK, Natalia

4. KONG, Sam Satoru

5. LA CHICA, Trish

6. NAKAMURA, Nadine K.

7. QUINLAN, Sean

8. PIERICK, Elijah

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: d~Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
~ con~mittee acrojiym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature~-—~ fS~’~/ //L~/A ~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Y~l1ow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


