
STAND. CON. REP. NO.q~ -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 01 2024

RE: R.B. No. 1897
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred H.B. No. 1897, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SINGLE-USE PLASTICS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to prohibit lodging
establishments from providing small plastic containers containing
a personal care product to any person staying in a sleeping room
accommodation, in any space within the sleeping room
accommodation, or in any bathroom used by the public or guests.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai’i Reef & Ocean Coalition and Kaua’i Climate Action
Coalition. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to
this measure from the Plastics Industry Association and one
individual. Your Committee received comments on this measure from
the Department of Health and Hawai’i Tourism Authority.

Your Committee finds that single-use plastics are goods made
from fossil fuel-based petrochemicals that are intended to be
disposed of shortly after use. Your Committee further finds that
plastic debris has deleterious impacts on wildlife and their
habitats and is a critical natural resource issue in the State.
Your Committee also finds that hotels and other lodging
establishments frequently provide complimentary toiletries that
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are packaged in single-use plastic containers. However, this is
not in alignment with the Hawaii Tourism Authority’s strategic
plan, which cites the goals of promoting sustainable tourism,
preserving natural resources, and advocating for responsible
tourism in Hawaii that minimizes negative environmental impacts.
This measure represents a way for the State to reduce harmful
plastic waste, while also promoting a more sustainable visitor
industry.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying the application of penalties established by
this measure;

(2) Clarifying that the Attorney General, rather than the
Director of Health, may bring an action in the circuit
Environmental Court to impose a civil penalty for
violations of the prohibitions established by this
measure; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 1897, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and
recommends that it pass Third Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 1897, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

~ NA~~M, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second LegisIature”~ ~ °,‘~‘~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
4~j39~ ~ ~-p, c-cc

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) 0’ Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. NAKASHIMA, Mark M. (C)

2. SAYAMA, Jackson D. (VC)

3. AMATO, Terez

4. BELATTI, Della Au

5. HASHEM, Mark J.

6. HUSSEY-BURDICK, Natalia

7. GATES, Cedric Asuega

8. LOWEN, Nicole E.

9. ONISHI, Richard H.K.

10. TAM, Adrian K.

11. PIERICK, Elijah

TOTAL (11)

The recommendation is: ~Adopted ~l Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~L1_~~%._ ~

Distribution: Original (White) — Commit ee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


