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____________________________JAN 21 2024____________________________

A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATING TO GREENHOUSE GAS SEQUESTRATION TASK FORCE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Section 225P-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

repealed.

[" S225P-4--Groonhouoe gao sequestration t-aak force ♦ -{-a-)-

Thc greenhouse gas—sequestration tas-k-^o-ree—is established 

within the office of planning and sustainable development—for 

administrative purposes only.-- The task force shall have -fe-h-e 

following objectives:

Work with—public and private stakeholders to establish 

a baseline for greenhouse gas emissions within Hawa-ir 

and shor-fe—and long-term benchmarks for increasing 

greenhouse gas—segues-t-ration in the State’s 

agricultural and natural environment;

- (-24- Identi-fy appropriate criteria to measure baseline 

levels and increases—in greenhouse gas sequestration, 

improvements in soil health,—increases in agricultural 

and aquaeultural product yield and quality 

attributable to greenhouse gas sequestration and 

improvements in soil health,—and other key indicators
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of greeRh-eu-oe gao bene£4--&a—from beneficial 

agricultural—and aquacultural pracbl-eca that may be 

uced to create a certification program for promoting 

agricultural and aquacultural practicec that generate 

greenheuae—ga-a benef-i-t-a—and agricultural and 

aquacultural production bcncfito;

43-)- Identify land and marine uoe policica,—agricultural 

policiec,—agroforcatry policiea,—and mitigation 

optiono that would encourage agricultural and 

aquacultural practicea and land uac practicco that 

would promote increased grccnhouac gaa aequeatration, 

build healthy aoila,—and provide grccnhouac gao 

benefits;

- (-44 Identify ways to increase the generation and use of 

compost in-Hawaii—to--build healthy aoila;

- (-&4 Identify practicea and policiea that add trees or 

vegetation to expand the urban tree canopy in urban 

areas to reduce ambient tcmpcraturea,—increase climate 

reailiency,—and -improve-grccnhouac gaa aequeatration 

in Hawaii;—and

- (-64 Make recommenda-fei.-eno to—the Icgialature and governor 

regarding mcaaurca that would increase climate 
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reailienoy,—build healthy aoils,—provide greenhouae 

gag bcnofita,—er^-eeel^-urbaH—areas-r

-- In addition to the objcctiveo lioted in guboection

(a) ,—the tagk force may congi-der;

(1) Developing incentiveg and funding -meehanigmg—for thege 

ineenfeivee-?—including but not limited to;

- (A)- Loang,—tax creditg,—or grantg;

■ 4©)- Rcgcarch;

- (€)- Technical aggiotance;—©r^

■ 4©)- Educational materialg and outreach,

to participating agricultural—activitieg,—aquacultural 

activitieg,—or on-farm demongtration projectg—that are 

identified and approved-by--the—trag-k—f-orce ag thoge 

that would promote greenhouge gag benefitg,—build 

healthy goilg,—gequegter-ea-r-ben-—inereage--water- 

hoi-di-ng—Gapaei-t-y-—and incroagc crop yicldg;—and

4-2-)- Providing for regearch,—educat-i-on-,—and technical 

guppor-t—for agricultural—activitieg and aquacultural 

activitieg—identified by the-tagk—^-orce .

-4e)-- The memberghip of the greenhouge gag gcquegtration 

tagk force ghall be ag—followg:
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434- The director of the office of planning and ouatainable 

development or the director'o deoignce,—who ahall 

oerve as—chairpcraon;

424 T-he--ohairperoon of the board of agrica-lfenre or the 

chairpercon'□ decignee;

434 The cha4i?per"gon of the board of land and na-feu-ira4 

reoourcco or the chairperson'a decignee;

444 The—dir^eber^-of—ferransp©r^ta7t4©H—©aa-fefee—dis?eetr©aeJ-s 

decignee;

454 The deputy director of the department of health'c 

environmental health adminiotra-t4en-or the deputy 

director'c decignee;

464 The ctate custainability coordinator;

(7) The director of the environmental law program at the 

Univercity of Hawaii at Manoa William S.—Riohardcon 

sehool of—1-aw-;

484 The adminictrator of the divioion of forectry and 

wi-ldlife within the department of land and natural 

recourcec or the adminictrator'o designee;

4^ Qne member who--is also a member of the climate change 

mitigation and adaptation commiscion;
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(10) One rcocarcher from the eo-l-l-ege of tropi-ea-l- 

agriculturo and human reaourcca at tho Univoraity of 

Hawaii at Manoa;

(11) Onecxtcnaionagent fromthe-collegeoftropical 

agriculture and human rcaeu-rceg at the Univeraity of 

Hawaii—at Manoa;

(12) Four - membeara-;—one- each to be appointed by the 

reapective mayorc of the city and county of Honolulu, 

and the count ica of Hawaii,—Kauai ,—and Maui-;—and:

(13) Four-memberg to be- jointly celected and invited to 

participate by the pregident of the genate and the 

gpeaker of—the hougc of—repreoentativeg ,—of which two 

memberg ohall be gclcctcd from -an -environmental 

nonprofit organization,—and two memberg—ghall -be 

gclcctcd from an agricultural or—ra-nehing aggociation. ■ 

Tagk force memberg may recommend to the tagk force 

addit-ional memberg with appropriate gpecialized- expert-ige— 

gubjcct to approval by the chairpergon.

4d^-- Memberg of the tagk force-ghall-be nomi-nated- and 

appointed purouant to,—and gubjcct to gcction 26-34 and ghall 

gerve -without compengation,—but ghall be reimburged for
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rcaaonablecxpcnaoa ncccagary for the performanceof their 

dutiea-—including travel expen-eea ;

-{e}-- The greenhouse gag-acqueatration tack force ohall; 

Submit a preliminary report of ita findings and 

rccommcndationa,—including any propoacd legislation, 

to the legislature and the climate change mitigation 

and adaptation commiaaion no later than twenty days 

prior to the convening of the regular gcaaion of—2023; 

provided—t-ha-t the preliminary report ahall diacuaa the 

objectives and igguca liated in aubaectiona—(-a-)—and 

(b) ,—including the following;

-(Af Typeg-of agricultural and aquacultural practicea, 

public land and marine use policica,—and on-farm 

managi-ng practicea that would provide greenhouse 

gas benefits and result in tangible economic 

benefits to agricultural- and aquaculturad- 

opcrationa;

Short-term and long-term bcnchmarka that-would 

indicate how effectively agricultural and 

aquacultural activitieg—havc been helping—the 

State to reach greenhouge gaa neutrality;
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Appropriate criteria that may bo uocd in a 

certification program to meaoure—ba-aei-4-ne—Icvcla 

and—inereaces—in—earfeen—eegnestr^at-ien-r 

improvement□—in soi-1 health,—and other key 

indicatorc of greenhouac gaa bcnefita from 

beneficial agricultural and aquacultural 

prac-tices-r

4©-)- Types of inccntivca,—grants,—research,—and 

assistance that would promote;

Agricultural and aquacultural practices to 

produce greenhouse gas benefits;—and

(ii) Land and marine use policies and 

agricultural policies that would encourage 

agricultural,—aquacultural,—and land use 

practices to provide greenhouse gas benefits 

and result in tangible economic benefits -fee 

agricultural and aquacultural operations;

LXlIVt

-(B)- Practices and policies that add trees or 

vegetation to expand the urban tree canopy in 

urban areas to reduce ambient temperatures and
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increaae climate rcailicncy and improve

grccnhouoc gaa ecqucatration in Hawaii;—and

4^ Beginning with the regular ccoaion of 2024,—aubmit an

annual report of—ita findinga and rccommcndationa,

including any propoaed legialation,—to the-legislature

and the—elima-tre—eha-nge-mitigation and adaptation 

commiaaion no iat-er^-fehan—twenty-days prior to the 

convening of each rcgular^sess-ion.

4^^-- The office of planning and auatainable development 

shall provide administrative and clerical support required by 

fefee—task force."]

SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken.

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

INTRODUCED BY:

BY REQUEST
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Report Title:
Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force; Repeal

Description:
Repeals the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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JUSTIFICATION SHEET

DEPARTMENT: Business, Economic Development and Tourism

TITLE: A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO GREENHOUSE GAS 
SEQUESTRATION TASK FORCE.

PURPOSE: To eliminate the Greenhouse Gas 
Sequestration Task Force.

MEANS: Repeal section 225P-4, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes (HRS).

JUSTIFICATION: Act 15, Session Laws of Hawaii 2018, 
established the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration 
Task Force with nineteen members and five 
research objectives. Achieving the mandated 
goals of section 225P-4, HRS, requires 
substantial research by subject matter 
experts to develop strategies and mechanisms 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
statewide. Funds were appropriated in 2018; 
but no further appropriations have been made 
since then. The task force also requires a 
program support specialist position that has 
not been authorized. The goals and 
objectives of the task force are similar to 
work being done by the Climate Change

. Mitigation and Adaptation Commission 
established in section 225P-3, HRS, and 
other carbon sequestration programs.

Impact on the public: The goal and 
objectives of this section are similar to 
work being done by the Climate Change 
Mitigation and Adaptation Commission under 
section 225P-3, HRS, therefore the impact of 
repealing section 225P-4, HRS, is minimal.

Impact on the department and other agencies: 
Agencies represented on the task force will 
continue to work on reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions mitigation and adaptation.

GENERAL FUND: None.

OTHER FUNDS: None .
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PPBS PROGRAM
DESIGNATION: BED-144.

OTHER AFFECTED
AGENCIES: Department of Agriculture, Department of 

Land and Natural Resources, University of 
Hawaii, Department of Health, Department of 
Transportation, City and County of Honolulu, 
County of Hawaii, County of Kauai, and 
County of Maui.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon approval.
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