
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ~
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2024 . IN
STATE OF HAWAII a

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO TOBACCO PRODUCTS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. The legislature finds that Act 62, Session Laws

2 of Hawaii 2023 (Act 62), provides, among other things,

3 additional layers of protection against the rapid growth of the

4 use of electronic smoking devices, including financial

5 disincentives to purchase these products, for consumers in the

6 State, especially for youth and young adults. However, Act 62

7 also establishes the offense of unlawful shipment of tobacco

8 products, including large cigars, which has created unintended

9 consequences for many consumers in the State.

10 The purpose of this Act is to repeal certain provisions

11 established under Act 62 to allow for the shipment of tobacco

12 products to consumers in the State.

13 SECTION 2. Section 245—16.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

14 repealed.

15 [“~245-16.5 UnlawfuJ. ~hipmont of tobacco products;

16 penalty; liability for unpaid taxeo or cntity
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paid in accordancc with the

chaptcr.

(a); and

- - —

requirements of this

products shall be:

as cntity knowingly shi~

-p-rcductz havi-n-g
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*2+ C felony if thc pcrson or entity knowingly

ships or causes to be shipped tobacco products having

2024—0600 RB HMSO

~
2

4-l-,,~ ~

the person or entity:

-(-1+ Is engaged in ~~ness of selling

products; and

-(-2+ Knowingly ships or causes to be shipped any tobacco

products to a person or entity in this State that is

not a licensee under this chapter.

(b) This section shall not apply to the shipment of

tobacco products if any of the following conditions are met:

-(-1-)- The tobacco products are exempt from taxes as provided

by section 2~5-3(b); or
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A misdemeanor if th~ p~L~u!1

~ r.rni~ ~ he shipped tob~

value of less than $10,000, in violation of subsection
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1 a valuc of $10,000 or marc, ~ ~~on

2 (a).

3 (d) Notwithstanding thc cxistcncc a —~ —e-~

4 law, any pcrson or cntity that purchascs, usos, controls, or

5 possczzcz any tobacco products for which thc applicabic taxcs

6 imposcd undcr titic 14 havc not bccn paid shall bc liabic for

7 app±icauic taxcs- n’nn ~nu ncna±ty ana intcrcst as nroviaca

8 for by law.

9 ~ ~

10 -+1-)- A pcrson or cntity is a liccnscc if thc pcrson’s or

11 cntity’c namc appcaro on a list of authorizcd

12 liccnsccs publishcd by thc dcpartmcnt; and

13 -(-2+ “ValucT’ mcans thc rctail fair markct valuc at thc timc

14 of thc offcnsc.”]

15 SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

16 and stricken.

17 SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

18 INTRODUCED BY:

JAN 192024
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Report Title:
Tobacco Products; Unlawful Shipping; Repealed

Description:
Repeals provisions relating to the unlawful shipping of tobacco
products.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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