
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2024
STATE OF HAWAII a

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO RANKED CHOICE VOTING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. The legislature finds that ranked choice voting

2 defies the basic principle of one—person, one—vote that is

3 central to democracy. The purpose of this Act is to prohibit

4 ranked choice voting from being instituted in the future and to

5 repeal its current implementation for special elections and

6 county council.

7 SECTION 2. Chapter 11, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended

8 by adding a new section to be appropriately designated and to

9 read as follows:

10 “~11- Prohibition on Ranked Choice Voting. (a) The

11 office of elections, chief elections officer, city or county

12 council, city or county clerk, may not authorize or adopt or

13 enforce in any manner a rule, resolution, or ordinance

14 establishing a system of voting for any office where:

15 (1) Voters rank candidates in order of preference;
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(2) Tabulation proceeds in rounds where in each round

either a candidate is elected or the last place

candidate is eliminated;

(3) Votes are transferred from elected or eliminated

candidates to the voter’s next—ranked candidate in

order of preference; and

(4) Tabulation ends when a candidate receives the majority

of votes cast or the number of candidates elected

equals the number of offices to be filled.”

SECTION 3. Section 11—100, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

“[[~11-1OO1 Rink~d-c~hoic~e votin~; app1icz~.ti~n; ~z~aadurc.

I_L__ 1._.L.._ _C — ___ -.

-I(a) Any federal election not hold OH LHU u~u u~ d

ochoduled primary or general election and any opecial u±uo~±un

for a vacant coat on a county council chall be conducted by

rankcd-choicc voting.

(b) Exccpt ac provided in cubccctionc (c) and Cd), the

following proccdurec chall be uced to determine the winncr of an

conuucrco. ny raniccu—cnoicc vu’ in~’i:

-(4-)- Tabulation of votcc chall imrocccd in rnhinn~:
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continuing candidatc for that round;

+3-)- Inact±vc ballota ahall not bc countcd for any

continuing candidatc; and

+4+ Thc round ~hal1 cnd with onc of two potcntial

outcomc3:

-(-A-)-- -~4-
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iri~rc ~ii:c two or fcwcr continuing candidatcr~,

I un nnnH~ Hn~ wi th thr’ mmnfr ~.TC~tI-’rI nh~ 1 1 hr~

3

-(-2-)- In cach round, thc nurnbcr of votca for cach co

candidatc ahall bc countod, with cach continuing

~otc for itz highcat-rankcd
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,nr~dat. .,

f~fI and ~

11 dccla~-’~ ~“~- of thc ‘-1’-e-~-i~,

12 If th ~4i-~ ~e- ~~tinuin.~,

13 thc laat p1~ ahall bc dcfc~~

14 now round ohall bcgin.

15 (c) Z~ tic undcr this ~cction bctwccn candidatca for thc

16 moat votca in thc final round or a tic bctwccn lazt placc

17 candidatca in any round ahall bc dccidcd by 1st, and thc

18 candidatc choacn by 1~t ahall bc:

19 -(-~-)- Dcclarcd thc winncr if thc tic ia bctwccn candidatca

20 for thc moat votca in thc final round; or
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-(-2-)- Dcfcatcd if thc tic ic bctwccn lact—placc candidatco

in any round.

Cd) Thc officc of clcctionz may modify a ranked-choice

voting ballot and tabulation; provided that:

-(4-)- Thc numbcr of allowabic rankingc chall bc 1±mitcd to

no fcwcr than cix candidatca; and

-(-2-)- Two or morc candidatco may bc dcfcatcd cimultancoucly

by batch climination in any round of tabulation.

(c) Eor thc purpoccc of thic ccction:

“Batch climination” mcano thc cimultancouc dcfcat of

multiple candidatco for whom it ic mathcmatically impoocible to

bc clcctcd.

“Continuing ballot” mcano a ballot that io not an inactive

ballot.

“Continuing candidate” moano a candidate who hoc not boon

dcfcatcd.

“Higheot continuing ranking” mcano thc higheot ranking on

votcr’o ballot for a continuing candidotc.

“Inactive ballot” meano a ballot that doeo not rank any

continuing candidatc, containo an ovcrvote at the higheot
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continuing ranking, or containz two or morc ocgucntial okippcd

rankingo bcforc it~ highc~t continuing ranking.

“Lact placc candidatc” mcano thc candidatc with thc fcwcDt

votco in a round of rankcd-choicc voting tabulation.

~athcmatically impoocibic to bc clcctcd”, with rc~pcct to

a cand±datc, mcanz that:

-~-1-)- Thc cand±datc cannot bc clcctcd bccauoc thc

candidatc’z votc total in a round of thc rankcd-choicc

voting tabulation, pluc all votc~ that could poaDibly

bc tranofcrrcd to thc candidatc in futurc roundo from

candidatco with an cgual or lowcr numbcr of votco,

would not bo cnough to ourpaco thc candidatc with thc

ncxt highcr votc total in thc round; or

-(-2-~- Thc candidatc hag a lowcr votc total than a candidatc

dcocribcd in paragraph (1) .

“Ovcrvotc” mcano a circumotancc in which a votcr haz

morc than onc candidatc at the oamo ranking on a ballot.

“Ran]ccd choicc voting” moano the method of caoting and

tabulating votco in which votoro rank candidatco in order of

prcforoncc, tabulation prococdo in ocquontial roundo in which

~i~ikcd
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laat-placc candidatco arc dcfcatcd, and thc candidatc with thc

moot votco in thc final round iz clcctcd.

“Ranking” mcan~ thc numbcr aozigncd on a ballot by a votcr

to a candidatc to cxprczo thc votcr’a prcfcrcncc for that

candidatc, in which thc lowcot numbcr io thc highczt ranking,

and thc highcot numbcr io thc lowcot ranking.

“Round” mcano an inotancc of thc ocgucncc of voting

tabul-a~4on Dtcpo o~tabliohcd in zubzcction (b)

“-S-iei~pad ranking” mcano a circumctancc in which a votcr hao

ranking blank and ranko a cand±datc at a aubocgucnt

ranking.]”

SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 5. This Act shall

INTRODUCED BY

-~-
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Report Title:
Minority Caucus Package; Ranked Choice Voting; Elections

Description:
Prohibits the use of ranked choice voting for any election.
Repeals the provision allowing for ranked choice voting for
certain positions and circumstances.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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