
 
 

 

 

The Judiciary, State of Hawai‘i 
 

Testimony to the Thirty-Second State Legislature, 2023 Regular Session 
 

Senate Committee on Judiciary 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 

Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair 
 

Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Senator Gilbert S. C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 
 

Friday, March 3, 2023 10:00 a.m. 
Conference Room 211 & Via Videoconference  

 
WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY 

 
By: 

 
Michelle D. Acosta 

Deputy Chief Court Administrator 
District Court of the First Circuit 

 

 
Bill No. and Title:  Senate Bill No. 990, SD1, Relating to Traffic Infractions. 
 
Purpose:  Establishes a traffic fines task force that will examine the Finnish tiered traffic fines 
system, determine whether a similar system could be implemented in Hawai‘i, and provide 
recommendations as to how a system could best be implemented.  Appropriates funds. 
 
Judiciary’s Position:   
  

The Judiciary takes no position on the intent of the measure. The Judiciary appreciates 
the opportunity to participate in the task force to determine if a Finnish model could be 
implemented in Hawaii. 

 
The Judiciary would note that the day-fine system used by Finland based on disposable 

income would be complex and would require significant modifications to the current traffic 
system used by the Judiciary. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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