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SB 155 — RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee:

The University of Hawai‘i supports the intent of SB 155, which establishes and provides
funds for a Network Improvement Community Task Force to develop K-12 Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) teacher education degree to be
expended by the University of Hawai‘i Maui College (UHMC). SB 155 also provides for
a position and funds for the establishment of a STEM Entrepreneuer-Resident at the
UHMC. In addition, SB 155 provides funds for UHMC's Office of International and
Regional Partnerships for study abroad programs.

There is an extreme need for STEM teachers on Maui and throughout the state, and
this bill aims to address this issue. Extending study abroad opportunities will enhance
student learning at UHMC.

The University of Hawai‘i supports the intent of SB 155, as long as its passage does not
replace or adversely impact priorities as indicated in our BOR Approved Budget.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 155.
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Purpose of Bill: Establishes, and appropriates funds for, a Network Improvement
Community Task Force to develop a K-12 science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics teacher education degree for the
University of Hawaii and report to the Legislature. Appropriates
funds for the establishment of a Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics Entrepreneur-Resident at the
University of Hawaii Maui College. Appropriates funds for the
University of Hawaii Maui College's Office of International and
Regional Partnerships for study abroad programs.

Department's Position:

The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) respectively provides
comments on SB 155 to develop a K-12 Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) teacher degree program to address the shortage of qualified
STEM teachers in Hawaii, provided that its passage does not replace or adversely
impact priorities as indicated in our recently adopted Board of Education Strategic Plan.

The Department notes that the work of the proposed task force, described in Part | of
the measure, overlaps with the charge of the Teacher Education Coordinating
Committee (TECC) established under Section 304A-1202, Hawaii Revised Statutes.
The Department recommends that this work be incorporated under the TECC with
clearly defined roles and responsibilities for task force members.

As to Part Il of this measure, the Department respectfully defers to the University of
Hawaii system.



Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 155.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dayle K. Turner Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I am writing in full support of the proposed bill, which would establish a Network Improvement
Community Task Force for the development of a K-12 science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) teacher education degree for the University of Hawaii. | believe that this is
a crucial step in ensuring that Hawaii's education system is able to produce highly qualified
STEM teachers who will prepare the next generation of leaders and innovators in our state.

Furthermore, | am pleased to see that the bill also includes an appropriation of funds for the
establishment of a Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Entrepreneur-Resident at
the University of Hawaii Maui College. This initiative would not only support the development
of new and innovative STEM-related businesses, but would also serve as a valuable resource for
students who are interested in pursuing careers in these fields.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.
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Caroline Azelski Individual Support Wf'ttenOTn?;tlmony
Comments:

In support. Thank you.



	SB-155_University of Hawaii
	SB-155_Department of Education
	SB-155_Dayle K. Turner
	SB-155_Caroline Azelski

