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Fiscal Implications: This measure will not impact the priorities identified in the Governor’s
Executive Budget Request for the Department of Health’s (Department) appropriations and
personnel priorities.

Department Testimony: The Department offers the following comments. In section 3(b) of the
measure, the Department of Transportation is the administering agency of the drug and alcohol
toxicology testing laboratory special fund. The Department of Health is named as the expending
agency. The Department of Health respectfully request that it be removed as the expending
agency as it will no longer be involved in the drug and alcohol toxicology testing laboratory.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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S.B. 1411
RELATING TO THE DRUG AND ALCOHOL TOXICOLOGY TESTING LABORATORY

Senate Committee on Transportation and Culture and the Arts

The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports S.B. 1411. This measure makes
an appropriation for the DOT Highways Division to deposit state highway funds to the
drug and alcohol toxicology testing laboratory special fund in fiscal year 2023-2024
and fiscal year 2024-2025; authorizes the Department of Health and/or appropriate

a grant-in-aid to the City and County of Honolulu Emergency Services

Department (CCHESD) to expend funds from the drug and alcohol toxicology testing
laboratory special fund in fiscal year 2023-2024 and fiscal year 2024-2025; amends
references to the state drug and alcohol toxicology testing laboratory special fund.

There is an immediate need for in-state blood alcohol testing for all counties, which the
CCHESD is able to provide if the agency has funding to expand its lab and resources.
In addition, CCHESD may be able to conduct drug testing for impaired driving cases in
the future if funding is available to support the establishment and maintenance of the
laboratory.

This bill is needed to appropriate funds from the state highway fund to the special fund;
provide legislative authority for DOT to administer the special fund; and provide
spending authority to CCHESD to support statewide blood alcohol testing, as well as
establish and maintain a drug and alcohol testing laboratory.

The DOT is primarily concerned about improving highway safety and protecting the lives
of our community members and visitors. Having a drug and alcohol toxicology testing
laboratory within our State will provide law enforcement and adjudicators with the
resources they need to protect our public from impaired drivers.

The DOT urges your support of S.B. 1411.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Senator Chris Lee

Chairperson and Committee Members

Committee on Transportation and Culture and the Arts
415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

RE: SENATE BILL 1411, RELATING TO THE DRUG AND ALCOHOL TOXICOLOGY TESTING
LABORATORY.
HEARING DATE: February 2, 2023
TIME: 3:00 p.m.

Dear Senator Lee:

The Hawai'i Police Department supports Senate Bill 1411, with its purpose to amend section 248-9, Hawaii
Revised Statutes, to specify that money in the state highway fund may be expended for the cost of
establishing and maintaining a drug and alcohol toxicology testing laboratory. It also amends section
291E-8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to specify money in the state drug and alcohol toxicology testing
laboratory special fund shall be administered by the department of transportation and expended by the
Department of Health and/or City and County of Honolulu Emergency Services Department (HESD) to
support a drug and alcohol toxicology testing laboratory.

Events that have occurred over the past three years have caused great concern for the Hawai’i Police
Department in managing the testing of blood samples for impaired driving cases. In 2020 Clinical Labs
informed our department they would no longer conduct testing of blood samples for alcohol concentrations.
This left our agency with very limited ability to have tests performed within the state, as required by law.

HESD agreed to assist our department as a temporary resolution to the dilemma. After several months
HESD became overwhelmed and advised that they too would have to stop testing. At that point the Hawai‘i
Department of Transportation agreed to fund a position dedicated to testing blood samples and HESD began
conducting tests again. These temporary fixes to a legally required testing process have continued to be a
great concern for the evidentiary process. Senate Bill 1411 will assure a long-term remedy for the legal
testing requirements.

It is for these reasons, we urge this committee to approve this legislation. Thank you for allowing the
Hawai'i Police Department to provide comments relating to Senate Bill 1411.

Sincerely,
BE AMIN T. mWICZ
POLICE CHIEF

“Hawai‘i County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer”
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February 2, 2023

To: Senator Chris Lee, Chair, Senate Committee on Transportation and
Culture and the Arts;
Senator Lorraine Inouye, Vice Chair; and members of the Committee

From: Arkie Koehl, Public Policy Committee - MADD Hawaii
Re: Senate Bill 1411 - Relating to the Drug and Alcohol Toxicology Testing
Laboratory

[ am Arkie Koehl, representing the members of MADD Hawaii,
testifying in strong support of Senate Bill 1411.

Of the 50 states, Hawaii is the only state that does not have a State
Drug and Alcohol Toxicology laboratory. This type of laboratory is
absolutely essential in order to successfully prosecute offenders who
are arrested for Operating a Vehicle under the Influence of an
Intoxicant. Currently, if an offender is believed to be driving under the
influence of drugs, a mainland company must test the blood or urine
for the presence of drugs. Witnesses must then be brought to Hawaii
to testify at trial in order to obtain a conviction. It is an almost
impossible task to successfully prosecute such offenders and and
protect our residents and visitors.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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