KEITH T. HAYASHI
SUPERINTENDENT

JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWATI
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
KA ‘OIHANA HO‘ONA‘AUAO
P.0. BOX 2360
HONOLULU, HAWAI'| 96804

Date: 02/28/2023

Time: 10:00 AM

Location: CR 211 & Videoconference
Committee: Senate Ways and Means

Department: Education
Person Testifying: Keith T. Hayashi, Superintendent of Education
Title of Bill: SB 0106, SD1 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Purpose of Bill: Authorizes the Department of Health to require the Department of
Education to report coronavirus disease 2019 case counts and
other related information in a manner most appropriate to public
health and safety, as determined by the Department of Health.
Repeals the requirement to publish the report on the Department
of Education's website. (SD1)

Department's Position:

The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) supports SB 106, SD 1, which
requests changing from a weekly Department report on school coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) cases to reporting case counts and related information in a manner
most appropriate to public health and safety, as determined by the Hawaii State
Department of Health (DOH).

Given the prevalence of the COVID-19 vaccine and the mitigation strategies that have
proven effective, the weekly COVID-19 reporting requirement is an administrative
burden on schools that is yielding minimal benefits. The DOH still has a criteria for
reporting a potential outbreak of COVID-19 similar to what is done for flu-like illnesses,
with a protocol that existed many years prior to the recent epidemic.

The Department has a long history of collaboration with the DOH on reporting and
responding to potential outbreaks of infectious illness at schools and is committed to
continuing this collaboration on any and all protocols necessary to ensure public health
and safety.



Should the measure move forward, the Department respectfully requests the following
revision:

Page 1, Lines 14-15: “ease-counts potential outbreaks and related information as
appropriate to”

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 106, SD1.
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Hearing Date: 2/28/2023 Room Number: Conference Room 211 &
Videoconference

Department Testimony: Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of
Senate Bill 106 which changes the weekly Department of Education report on school
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases to reporting case counts and related information in
a manner most appropriate to public health and safety, as determined by the Hawaii State

Department of Health (DOH).

Given widespread availability of COVID-19 vaccine and other mitigation strategies that have
proven effective for controlling COVID-19 spread in schools, DOH recognized that the weekly
COVID-19 reporting requirement is an administrative burden on schools that provides minimal
benefits. The DOH has worked with DOE to establish criteria for reporting of potential outbreaks
of COVID-19. These criteria are similar to what DOE reports for for flu-like illnesses, with a
protocol that existed many years prior to the recent epidemic. DOH and DOE have a long history
of collaboration on reporting and responding to potential outbreaks of infectious illness at
schools. DOH is committed to continuing this collaboration on any and all protocols necessary to

ensure public health and safety.

Offered Amendments: Should the measure move forward, the Department supports the

following revision:

Page 1, Lines 14-15: “ease-ceunts potential outbreaks and related information as

appropriate to”



SB-106-SD-1
Submitted on: 2/23/2023 6:12:09 PM
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2023 10:00:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Gerard Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

No that all the Evidence is Come out how Covid was a Big Hoax all of this should end Now
before the Nurenberg Trials Start . All of you will have to Face the People and tell them How



SB-106-SD-1
Submitted on: 2/23/2023 8:28:19 PM
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2023 10:00:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lynn Otaguro Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Ways and Means
Committee:

I am writing in opposition to SB106, which will rescind the requirement that the Department of
Education (DOE) report COVID-19 cases by school on a weekly basis.

As the State rolled back its COVID-19 protocols, people were told to keep informed and to take
measures to keep themselves safe. Yet, information has become less accessible and it can be
difficult to gauge the risk of infection. Department of Health (DOH) reporting went from daily to
weekly reports, and based on interviews from the DOH, the case counts reported cannot truly be
relied upon to give an accurate level of infection in the community because of the non-reporting
of at-home tests.

While it might be said that the DOE and DOH should be allowed to determine the reporting of
cases, it also should be noted that the requirement for the DOE to report cases by school arose
because parents and community members asked for more information, and the measure passed
over much objection by the DOE and DOH. The law was passed after override of the governor’s
veto which echoed DOE and DOH objections.

Because of the law, the DOE did publish COVID-19 cases by school on a weekly basis, and
parents and community members have been able to check if a school has had COVID-19
cases. This has allowed families to find the information easily, and depending on the status of
their school, it has allowed them to feel more at ease, to know that they should check if what
they think is a cold is actually COVID-19, or to make sure that their child is taking steps to be
safer. This is consistent with the purpose of the law to provide transparency and give families
and community members information so that they can make better, informed decisions to keep
themselves safe, which also makes the larger community safer.

There is a push to say that COVID-19 has ended, and we will likely see an end to emergency
measures and support. In some ways, this points to a greater, not lesser, need for public access to
information, as protective measures and support are withdrawn and people are left to fend for
themselves to an even greater degree.

The harmful effects of COVID, past and present, continue. We can still watch the news and see
Hawaii hospitals raise concerns about staffing. Long COVID, which can arise from mild cases,



continues to harm those inflicted. Absences in school and work affect education and
businesses. And there will likely continue to be infection surges with the presence of more
transmissible variants of COVID that develop and spread globally.

While no one wants to unnecessarily burden the DOE, the website and means for meeting the
reporting requirement already are in place. Rather than withdraw the access to information
prematurely, it makes sense to ensure that parents and communities are receiving the information
they need. When I asked a parent for his opinion about the change in the reporting requirement,
he said that he is concerned about being told when there is a case in his child’s class. His
experience has been that access to information has been uneven.

Before withdrawing the reporting requirement, we should make sure that access to needed
information is ensured. Until this is done, please vote against this bill to keep information
available.

Thank you for your consideration.

Lynn Otaguro



LATE

SB-106-SD-1
Submitted on: 2/27/2023 3:31:54 PM
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2023 10:00:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Leslie R Lewis Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Reporting is over-rated. This will cause an unnecessary burden on the DOE. There doesn't seem
to be a corresponding benefit to the cost and burden it will cause.


m.deneen
Late
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