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Title of Bill: HB 0274 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Purpose of Bill: Establishes a two-year pilot program for school bus transportation

hubs in high-traffic areas. Requires a report to the legislature.
Makes an appropriation.

Department's Position:

The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) supports HB 274 establishing
a two-year pilot program for school bus transportation hubs. Moving to a community
bus stop structure will help address the school bus driver shortage while allowing the
Department to provide reliable and consistent service.

Currently, the Department continues to be over 100 drivers short statewide causing
inconsistencies in service and frustration for all. The transportation challenges are
unique to each county and it would be best to evaluate the needs on a case-by-case
basis to determine the hub locations.

In addition, the Department will provide a report to the legislature outlining hub locations
and definition of “high traffic” areas.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony for this measure.
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House Committee on Transportation

The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports H.B. 274, which establishes a
two-year pilot program for school bus transportation hubs in high-traffic areas. Requires
a report to the legislature. Makes an appropriation.

The DOT supports this bill as it will explore options to address the school bus
transportation shortage in Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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