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Before the House Committee on 

FINANCE 
 

Monday, February 27, 2023 
 11:30 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 308 and Videoconference 
 

In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL 1212, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO WATER NEUTRALITY 
 
House Bill 1212, House Draft 1 proposes to establish a task force to develop a plan for Hawai‘i to be 
water-neutral by the year 2050, and require the task force to submit a report to the Legislature.  The 
Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports this measure. 
 
The Department’s Commission on Water Resource Management (Commission) is responsible for 
ensuring that water is available for future generations.  This is accomplished through the Commission’s 
regulatory, hydrologic monitoring, and planning programs.  Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) Section 
174C-2, Declaration of policy, provides in subsection (b) that it is the Commission’s policy to develop “a 
program of comprehensive water resources planning to address the problems of supply and conservation 
of water. The Hawaii water plan, with such future amendments, supplements, and additions as may be 
necessary, is accepted as the guide for developing and implementing this policy.”  The impacts of climate 
change are expected to reduce water availability in many areas of the state of Hawaiʻi.  It is important to 
consider actions that can be taken now to ensure that water is available to meet future water demands 
while continuing to protect the public trust purposes of water.  The proposed Water Neutrality Task Force 
and report would help to guide future actions to improve water use efficiency, increase water supplies, 
and inform water resource management policies. 
 
The Department appreciates the amendments in House Draft 1 establishing the task force within the 
Commission, adding additional time allowed for the plan, and appropriating funding.  Convening a large 
task force and conceiving a comprehensive plan to achieve water neutrality for the State of Hawai‘i is a 
complex and time-consuming task that should include community and stakeholder input and funding 
would be necessary to complete a meaningful, functional and realistic plan.   
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this measure. 
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HB-1212-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2023 6:50:54 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

cheryl B. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this bill for water neutrality.   We MUST do all we can to protect and keep our 

fresh water. 

 



HB-1212-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2023 7:02:58 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cards Pintor Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I support this bill. 

Mahalo nui, 

Cards Pintor 

 



HB-1212-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2023 7:30:49 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/27/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

In support of HD1.  Thank you. 
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