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SCR178/SR154, URGING THE STATE TO PROHIBIT THE INTRODUCTION OF BIOCONTROL 
AGENTS THAT MIGHT THREATEN ECONOMICALLY IMPORTANT FORAGE GRASS SPECIES. 
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Testimony By: Larry Jefts 

Position: Support 
 

Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Sen AEN Committee: 
 

I am Larry Jefts, owner and operator of Larry Jefts Farms, LLC. We have more than 42 years of 
Hawaii farm experience on Molokai and Oahu. Our family farms grow about 1 million pounds of 
import replacement produce weekly. I am a volunteer director, serving as Chair of the West Oahu 
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD). I have been an officer of the Hawaii Farm Bureau for 
many years.   

 
We appreciate the recognition of ranchers as land stewards of the rangelands that represent 
about 750,000 acres of the state's total land mass. As rangeland stewards, ranchers are an 
essential and active part of wildfire management. Livestock grazing is a practical tool for 
managing forage grasses to reduce the threat of fire.   
 
SCR178/SR154 are supported because introducing biocontrol agents in these grasslands might 
cause unintended consequences for ranching and beef cattle production.  We strongly support 
policies, funding and other resources for the undermanagement of vegetation on lands in the 
public and private sector.  
 

 Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony. 



SR-154 

Submitted on: 3/22/2024 4:17:40 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/27/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

B.A. McClintock Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support this important bill. Mahalo.  

 



SR-154 

Submitted on: 3/25/2024 12:32:32 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/27/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jimmy Gomes Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this resolution and stand in support of Hawaii Cattlemen's Council testimony 

 



SR-154 

Submitted on: 3/25/2024 5:38:00 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/27/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Woody Child Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I STRONGLY support SR154. 
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