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SEARCH AND RESCUE WORKING GROUP TO DEVELOP AND MAKE
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Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the Committee:

The Department of Law Enforcement (DLE) supports this resolution urging the
DLE to convene a working group to develop and make recommendations to deter hikers
from entering illegal hiking trails and to address rising search and rescue costs facing
the State and counties.

The DLE continues to support efforts to address the recovery of search and
rescue costs incurred by reason of people who have ignored posted warnings, left
defined hiking trails, and ventured into closed areas that have been posted. The DLE is

supportive of the goals and objectives of this resolution.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this resolution.
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Dear Senator Wakai, Senator Elefante, and Members of the Committee on Public Safety &
Intergovernmental & Military Affairs,

I strongly support HCR124. As a resident of Hokulele in Ha'iku Village, which extends from
Kahekili Hwy, mauka to Kahuhipa Street and the adjacent properties below Haiku Stairs I ask
for your support to pass HCR124. Despite the trail being closed for over 30 years, hikers
continue to access the trail illegally. Fences, no trespassing and trail closed signs, fines of
$1,000, and law enforcement presence have not deter this ongoing problem in my neighborhood
and community.

| believe that this working group is needed to address not only illegal hikers, but also to save the
State and County financial and people resources used almost daily to rescue illegal hikers.

Mabhalo. Lorrie Ann Santos
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