








 
 
 
counties to amortize or phase out transient accommodations in residential or agricultural zoned 

areas, acknowledging the diverse landscapes and heritage of each county. 

 

Furthermore, HB 1838 HD2 SD1 expands the scope of the transient accommodations tax law to 

include certain shelters and vehicles with sleeping accommodations. By doing so, the bill ensures 

that counties have the necessary tools to manage the impacts of transient accommodations on 

their communities comprehensively. It is imperative that we support this bill to uphold the 

autonomy of counties and promote responsible land use planning for the benefit of our residents 

and the preservation of our island heritage. 

 

Mahalo for your consideration.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard T. Bissen Jr.  
Mayor 
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March 27, 2024  

TO:  Committee on Ways and Means  
Chair Donovan  Dela Cruz ; Vice Chair Sharon  Moriwaki  

 
Committee on Judiciary  

Chair Karl Rhoads ; Vice Chair Mike Gabbard  
 
FROM:  Councilmember Keani Rawlins -Fernandez  
 
SUBJECT: STRONG SUPPORT OF HB1838, RELATING TO ZONING  
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify in strong suppor t of  HB 1838, which would 
allow counties to enact a zoning ordinance to amortize or phase out  transient 
vacation rental use over a reasonable period of time.  

 
I respectfully  ask that your  committees please consider the  follow ing amendment :   
 

1)! On Page 6, replace lines 16 through 19 with , Òprovided that transient 
accommodations uses may be amortized or phased out in all zoning 
districts.Ó  

 
As previously noted by your committees on SB2919 , neither  measure  would 
automatically phase out TVRs. The  bills would  simply  provide counties the 
authority necessary to craft zoning laws that address the uniq ue needs of  our 
respective counties , as has always been the intent . Let each count y balance  the ir  
communityÕs interest for affordable housing  and TVR revenue  generated to 
benefit the industry, government, and overall economy . 
 
Its undeniable that this measure has been  long overdue, and its heartbreaking 
that it  took our  beloved town  of Lahai na  burning down  - leaving so many without 
stable shelter  - to finally get this common -sense legislation this far. Mahalo to 
each of you for rising to the occasion.  
 
Please pass HB1838  today . Mahalo!  
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TESTIMO NY OF ADDISON BULOSAN  
COUNCIL MEMBER, KAUA‘I COUNTY COUNCIL  

ON 
HB 2359, HD 2, SD 1, RELATING TO THE HAWAI‘ I  BROADBAND AND  

DIGITAL EQUITY OFFICE  
AND  

HB 1838, HD 2, SD 1, RELATING TO ZONING  
Senate Committee on Ways and Means  

Senate Committee on Judiciary  
Thursday , March 28, 2024 

9:45 a.m. 
Conference Room 211  
Via Videoconference  

 
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Chair Rhoads,  and Members of the Committees : 
  

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in SUPPORT of HB 2359 , 
HD 2, SD 1, Relating to the Hawai‘i Broadband and Digital Equity Office  and 
HB  1838, HD 2, SD 1, Relating to Zoning .  My testimony is submitted in my 
individual capacity as a member of the Kaua‘i County Council.  

 
I wholeheartedly support the intent of HB 2359, HD 2, SD 1 and HB 1838, 

HD  2, SD 1, which w ould greatly affect the Kaua‘i community.  
 

 Thank you again for this opportunity to provide testimony  in support of 
HB  2359, HD 2, SD 1 and HB 1838, HD  2, SD 1.  Should you have any  questions, 
please feel free to contact me or Council Services Staff at  (808) 241-4188 or via email 
to cokcouncil@kauai.gov. 
 
 Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 ADDISON BULOSAN  
 Council member, Kaua‘i  County Council  
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To advance and promote a healthy economic environment 
for business, advocating for a responsive government and 
�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�O�H���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���0�D�X�L�¶�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H community 
characteristics. 
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Comments:  

Aloha State of Hawaii, 

We are writing in SUPPORT of HB1838 HD2 SD1 to allow the Counties to better self govern. 
We understand the counties will be allowed to make decisions in the best interest of their 
constituents.  We hope the state can see that to allow the countries the ability to evaluate and set 
their own zoning, it will be best for the citizens of those counties. 

The opponents to this bill are making crazy assumptions and they should take up their concerns 
with their County when/if anything is actually going to change.  Right now the way this bill is 
presented, all the state is doing is giving the counties the ability to better control the zoning 
issues of their own county. This is evident by all the support this bill has received. 

Please let each cunty do what is in the best interest of their people.  The State has many things to 
worry about, shifting this back to the county is the right course of action. If the county decides to 
make changes, we can then talk to our local representatives. Please allow the Counties to have 
the ability to evaluate and make our own zoning decisions. 

Mahalo for considering allowing Counties to make their own choices and decisions regarding 
zoning. 

  

Junior 

34 Puailima Pl 

Lahaina HI 96761 
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March 28, 2024 
 

The Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz , Chair  
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 

The Honorable Karl Rhoads , Chair  
Senate Committee on Judiciary 
State Capitol, Conference Room 211 & Videoconference 
 

RE: House Bill 1838,  HD2, SD1, Relating to  Zoning  
 

HEARING: Thursd ay, March 28, 2024, at 9 :45 a.m.  
 

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Chair Rhoads, and Members of the Joint Committees: 
 

My name is Lyndsey Garcia, Director of Advocacy, testifying on behalf of the 
Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS®  (“HAR”), the voice of rea l estate in Hawaii and its 
over 11,000 members. HAR opposes  House Bill 1838, HD2, SD1, which expands the 
zoning powers of counties.  Expands the scope of the transient accommodations tax law 
to include certain shelters and vehicles with sleeping accommodations.  Takes effect 
7/1/2040.    
 

HAR supports access to housing for every need or situation, which includes legal 
short-term rentals (“STRs”).  It is a common misconception that STRs are only for 
vacationers; however, STRs are also needed by Hawaii residents and workers as a 
temporary housing option.  These types of rentals are essential for various situations, 
including but not limited to:  

 
�x Families temporarily displaced due to home damage or the need to sell their 

home, 
�x Homeowners undergoing significant renovations, 
�x Neighbor island residents seeking medical care on Oahu, 
�x Visiting family members, and  
�x Travelling professionals such as healthcare, construction, and other workers 

engaged in projects across the islands.   
 
In these situations, a lengthy hotel stay may be too costly or impractical.  It is 
important that we preserve this industry and the ability to access legal short -term 
rentals for this reason. 

 
Additionally, we have concerns with this proposal granting the counties the 

power to phase out short -term rentals as it carries the risk of a significant reduction in 
tax revenue for the State.  Legal STRs are legitimate small businesses that pay real 
property taxes, general excise taxes, and transient accommodations taxes that 
contribute to both local county and State budgets.  Instead of granting counties the 
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power to phase out these legitimate small businesses that contribute to our economy, 
the focus should be on enforcement against illegal STRs.   

 
Illegal rentals will not be affected by this measure, nor will it assist the counties 

with enforcement on illegal rentals .  Therefore, we do not believe that this measure will 
have the impact that proponents believe it will and community concerns will continue to 
persist about illegal rentals.  Counties already have the power to conduct enforcement 
and create reasonable regulations for this industry and we believe efforts should be 
concentrated in that area. 

 
Finally, this measure could be challenged as impacting vested rights and taking 

principles. “Under the United States and Hawaii Constitutions, preexisting lawful uses of 
property are generally considered to be vested rights that zoning ordinances may not 
abrogate.” 1   
 
 For the foregoing reasons, the Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS®  opposes this 
measure.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  

 

 
1 Robert D. Ferris Trust v. Planning Comm'n of the Cnty. of Kaua‘i, 378 P.3d 1023, 138 Haw. 307 (Haw. Ct. App. 
2016) 
 

�+�$�:�$�O�µ�O�L�I
�†�5�(�$�/�7�2�5�6�´ �
���¶

�¿�µ�+�$�:�$�O�µ�O�L�I
�†�5�(�$�/�7�2�5�6�´ �
���¶

�¿�µ



��

�0 �D�U�F�K��������������

�7�K�H�+�R�Q�R�U�D�E�O�H�' �R�Q�R�Y�D�Q�0���' �H�O�D�&�U�X�]���&�K�D�L�U
�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�R�Q�: �D�\�V�D�Q�G�0 �H�D�Q�V

�7�K�H�+�R�Q�R�U�D�E�O�H�. �D�U�O�5�K�R�D�G�V���&�K�D�L�U
�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�R�Q�-�X�G�L�F�L�D�U�\

�6�W�D�W�H�&�D�S�L�W�R�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�5�R�R�P ������

�5�(���+�R�X�V�H�%�L�O�O�����������+�' �����6�' �� �5�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J �W�R�=�R�Q�L�Q�J

�+�(�$�5�,�1�* ���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���0�D�U�F�K�����������������D�W�������� �D���P��

�$�O�R�K�D�&�K�D�L�U�' �H�O�D�&�U�X�]���&�K�D�L�U�5�K�R�D�G�V���D�Q�G�0 �H�P�E�H�U�V�R�I�W�K�H�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�V

�0 �\ �Q�D�P�H�L�V�* �D�U�\ �6�D�O�G�D�Q�D���,�D�P �W�K�H�* �R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�$�I�I�D�L�U�V�' �L�U�H�F�W�R�U�I�R�U�W�K�H�5�H�D�O�W�R�U�V�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�R�I

�0 �D�X�L���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V�L�Q�R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�R�I�+�R�X�V�H�%�L�O�O�����������+�' �����6�' �� �W�K�H�S�X�U�S�R�V�H�R�I�Z�K�L�F�K�L�V�W�R

�D�O�O�R�Z �F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V�W�R�H�Q�D�F�W�D�]�R�Q�L�Q�J �R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�W�R�D�P�R�U�W�L�]�H�R�U�S�K�D�V�H�R�X�W�Q�R�Q�F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J

�V�L�Q�J�O�H���I�D�P�L�O�\ �W�U�D�Q�V�L�H�Q�W�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q�U�H�Q�W�D�O�X�Q�L�W�V�R�Y�H�U�D�U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H�S�H�U�L�R�G�R�I�W�L�P�H��

�(�Y�H�Q�W�K�R�X�J�K�W�K�L�V�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G�R�H�V�Q�R�W�P�D�Q�G�D�W�H�W�K�D�W�V�K�R�U�W�W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�E�H�S�K�D�V�H�G�R�X�W�I�U�R�P �V�S�H�F�L�D�O

�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���W�K�H�R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�R�I�W�K�L�V�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�L�V�W�R�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V�W�R�U�H�G�X�F�H�V�K�R�U�W�W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�W�R

�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J �O�R�Q�J �W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�I�R�U�R�X�U�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�O�\���Z�H�Z�R�X�O�G�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O�O�\ �U�H�T�X�H�V�W

�W�K�D�W�\�R�X�R�S�S�R�V�H�W�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�D�Q�G�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�U�H�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J �\�R�X�U�I�R�F�X�V�R�Q�L�O�O�H�J�D�O�W�U�D�Q�V�L�H�Q�W�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q�U�H�Q�W�D�O�V

�L�Q�V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J �O�R�Q�J �W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�V��

�,�Q�������� �W�K�H�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �R�I�0 �D�X�L�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G�D�Q�D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�H�I�I�R�U�W�W�R�F�X�U�E�W�K�H�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�R�I�L�O�O�H�J�D�O�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q

�U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�� �$�W�W�K�D�W�W�L�P�H�L�W�Z�D�V�H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G�W�K�H�U�H�Z�H�U�H�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V�R�I�L�O�O�H�J�D�O�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q�U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J

�L�Q�0 �D�X�L�� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R�D�0 �D�X�L�' �H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�R�I�3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J �7�$�7�S�D�U�F�H�O�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q

�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�D�X�V�H�I�X�O�W�R�R�O�L�Q�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�R�I�L�O�O�H�J�D�O�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �7�K�H�=�R�Q�L�Q�J �$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�Q�G

�(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�' �L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�R�I�W�K�H�0 �D�X�L�' �H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�R�I�3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J �K�D�V�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�W�K�D�W�S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J �7�$�7

�S�D�U�F�H�O�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�E�\ �W�K�H�6�W�D�W�H�Z�R�X�O�G�D�O�O�R�Z �W�K�H�P �W�R�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�L�I�W�K�H�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�L�V�O�H�J�D�O�O�\

�S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G�D�Q�G�L�V�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�W�K�H�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�]�R�Q�L�Q�J �F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �7�K�H �3�X�U�V�X�D�Q�W�W�R�6�H�F�W�L�R�Q������������

�0 �D�X�L�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �&�R�G�H���L�O�O�H�J�D�O�W�U�D�Q�V�L�H�Q�W�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q�U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�K�D�O�O�Q�R�W�D�S�S�O�\ �I�R�U�D�W�U�D�Q�V�L�H�Q�W�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q

������ �$�O�D�0 �D�N�D�Q�L�6�W���.�D�K�X�O�X�L���+�,����������
�2�I�I�L�F�H�������������������������� �‡�' �L�U�H�F�W��������������������������
�* �D�U�\�#�5�$�0 �D�X�L���F�R�P �‡�Z�Z�Z���5�$�0 �D�X�L���F�R�P



��
�S�H�U�P�L�W�I�R�U�I�L�Y�H�\�H�D�U�V�� �&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J �W�K�L�V�S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���L�W�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�D�Q�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\ �I�R�U�W�K�H�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\

�R�Z�Q�H�U�W�R�X�V�H�W�K�H�X�Q�L�W�I�R�U�O�R�Q�J �W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�V��

�$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���L�W�L�V�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�W�R�Q�R�W�H�W�K�D�W�0�D�\�R�U�%�L�V�V�H�Q���L�Q�K�L�V�6�W�D�W�H�R�I�W�K�H�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �D�G�G�U�H�V�V��

�D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�W�K�D�W�S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J �L�O�O�H�J�D�O�V�K�R�U�W�W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�Z�L�O�O�E�H�D�I�R�F�X�V�R�I�K�L�V�D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�W�K�H

�X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J �\�H�D�U�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�W�K�H�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �R�I�0 �D�X�L��

�$�V�0 �D�X�L�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �D�Q�G�W�K�H�6�W�D�W�H�I�R�F�X�V�R�Q�G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\ �D�Q�G�U�H�O�L�H�I���L�W�
�V�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�W�R�Q�R�W�H�W�K�D�W

�V�K�R�U�W�W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �R�Z�Q�H�U�V�S�O�D�\�H�G�D�Q�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�O�U�R�O�H�L�Q�R�X�U�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�� �+�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V�R�I�V�K�R�U�W�W�H�U�P

�U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�K�D�Y�H�E�H�H�Q�V�H�F�X�U�H�G�W�R�K�R�X�V�H�P�D�Q�\ �R�I�W�K�H�I�L�U�H�Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�� �6�K�R�U�W�W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�H�H�G�H�G

�W�K�H�F�D�O�O�E�\ �W�K�H�* �R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���)�(�0 �$ �D�Q�G�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�W�R�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�W�K�H�L�U�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V�W�R

�K�H�O�S�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V�R�I�W�K�H�Z�L�O�G�I�L�U�H�V�� �7�K�H�Y�H�U�\ �V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�R�I�W�K�H�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �W�K�L�V�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�L�V�V�H�H�N�L�Q�J �W�R

�U�H�P�R�Y�H�L�V�W�K�H�V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�R�I�W�K�H�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �W�K�D�W�K�D�V�V�W�H�S�S�H�G�X�S�D�Q�G�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�V�K�H�O�W�H�U�W�R

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�D�Q�G�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�W�K�D�W�K�D�Y�H�O�R�V�W�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �2�Q�L�W�V�I�D�F�H���W�K�L�V�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�D�S�S�H�D�U�V�W�R

�X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H�D�V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�R�I�R�X�U�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �W�K�D�W�K�D�V�V�H�F�X�U�H�G�K�R�X�V�L�Q�J �I�R�U�Z�L�O�G�I�L�U�H�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V�� �3�O�H�D�V�H

�G�R�Q�·�W�D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q �W�K�H�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �R�Z�Q�H�U�V�W�K�D�W�K�H�O�S�H�G�L�Q�D�W�L�P�H�R�I�Q�H�H�G��

�)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H���V�K�R�U�W�W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �W�D�[ �U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H�Z�L�O�O�S�O�D�\ �D�Q�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�O�U�R�O�H�L�Q�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J �U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\��

�7�R�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�W�K�H� �́D�P�R�U�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�R�U�S�K�D�V�L�Q�J �R�X�W�µ�R�I�D�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J

�U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J �W�R�W�K�H�6�W�D�W�H�D�Q�G�0 �D�X�L�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���Q�R�W�W�R�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�K�R�Z �L�W

�Z�R�X�O�G�L�P�S�D�F�W�W�K�H�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\ �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�I�R�U�/�D�K�D�L�Q�D�D�Q�G�.�X�O�D��

�/�H�J�D�O�V�K�R�U�W�W�H�U�P �U�H�Q�W�D�O�V�L�Q�0 �D�X�L�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �D�U�H�D�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�D�Q�G�O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�W�H�S�D�U�W�R�I�R�X�U�K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�L�W�\

�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���D�Q�G�K�D�Y�H�E�H�H�Q�I�R�U�P�D�Q�\ �\�H�D�U�V���7�K�H�V�H�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�D�U�H�S�D�\�L�Q�J �D�K�L�J�K�U�H�D�O�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �W�D�[��

�O�R�F�D�O�D�Q�G�6�W�D�W�H�7�$�7�� �,�W�L�V�W�K�H�L�O�O�H�J�D�O�R�S�H�U�D�W�R�U�V�W�K�D�W�D�U�H�Q�R�W�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J �W�R�W�K�H�6�W�D�W�H�D�Q�G�&�R�X�Q�W�\

�U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H�E�D�V�H���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H�I�R�F�X�V�V�K�R�X�O�G�E�H�R�Q�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �,�W�G�R�H�V�Q�R�W�P�D�N�H�V�H�Q�V�H�I�R�U�W�K�H

�6�W�D�W�H�W�R�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�W�K�H�&�R�X�Q�W�\ �W�R�F�U�H�D�W�H�O�D�Z�V�W�K�D�W�Z�R�X�O�G�V�K�X�W�G�R�Z�Q�O�H�J�D�O�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J �V�P�D�O�O

�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �W�K�H�R�Q�H�V�W�K�D�W�E�U�L�Q�J �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V�L�Q�U�H�D�O�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �W�D�[ �U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H��

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�O�\���5�$�0 �Z�R�X�O�G�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O�O�\ �U�H�T�X�H�V�W�\�R�X�U�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�R�S�S�R�V�L�Q�J �W�K�L�V�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�D�Q�G

�U�H�I�R�F�X�V�\�R�X�U�H�Q�H�U�J�L�H�V�W�R�F�U�D�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�R�Q�L�O�O�H�J�D�O�W�U�D�Q�V�L�H�Q�W�Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\ �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J �O�R�F�D�O

�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�7�$�7�S�D�U�F�H�O�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�I�R�U�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�D�Q�G�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J �W�R�D�O�O�R�Z �W�K�L�V

�H�I�I�R�U�W�W�R�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�R�Q�0 �D�X�L�D�Q�G�R�W�K�H�U�&�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V��

�0 �D�K�D�O�R�I�R�U�W�K�H�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\ �W�R�W�H�V�W�L�I�\ �R�Q�W�K�L�V�P�H�D�V�X�U�H��

������ �$�O�D�0 �D�N�D�Q�L�6�W���.�D�K�X�O�X�L���+�,����������
�2�I�I�L�F�H�������������������������� �‡�' �L�U�H�F�W��������������������������
�* �D�U�\�#�5�$�0 �D�X�L���F�R�P �‡�Z�Z�Z���5�$�0 �D�X�L���F�R�P



   
 
 
March 15, 2024 
 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair  
Senate Committee on Judiciary 
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Senate 
Hawaii State Legislature 

  

Support for HB1838 HD2 SD1 
 

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Senate Committees on Judiciary and Ways and Means, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB1838 HD2 SD1, providing the counties the opportunity to enact 
zoning ordinances that phase out non-conforming single family transient vacation rental units, over a reasonable period of 
time.  
 
We believe this measure supports home rule and provides the counties the authority to weigh the impacts of transient 
vacation rental units on their respective islands and legislate accordingly.  
 
The County of Hawaii�¶s Windward and Leeward Planning Commissions and Hawaii County Council are currently 
undertaking a review of three bills that will expand the regulation of transient vacation rentals to address owner-hosted, 
and operator-hosted rentals, in addition to the un-hosted rentals they currently regulate. This proposed state legislation 
would give the Hawaii County Council and administration additional authority. 
 
According to the platform www.AlltheRooms.com there are more than 19,000 transient vacation rental units on Hawaii 
Island alone. There are more than 90,000 transient vacation rental units across the state. In comparison, the hotels along 
the Kohala Coast contain only 2,915 rooms.  
 
When the resorts were developed, key infrastructure was put into place including roads, water, sewer systems, emergency 
services, environmental management programs, and coastal protection measures. We know it is our kuleana to adequately 
serve the needs of both visitors and residents. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for the communities where many 
transient vacation rental units are located, and as a result, we often hear of the negative impacts on our neighborhoods, our 
housing availability, escalating cost of living and property values, and our quality of life. 
 
Members of the Kohala Coast Resort Association pay more than $40 million in TAT and $40 million in GET each year. 
On behalf of our 5,000 employees and their 20,000 family members on Hawaii Island, thank you for providing the 
counties with this additional authority to address the proliferation of transient vacation rental units across the state. 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Stephanie Donoho, Administrative Director  
 
 
 
PO Box 6991, Kamuela, HI 96743 * (808) 747 -5762 * kohalacoastresortassn@gmail.com  * www.kohalacoastresorts.com   
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Testifying for Maui 
Paradise Properties 

Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Committee,  

My name is John Kevan and I live on the island of Maui for the last 25 years and for the 
last 15 years have built and run a properpty management company employing over 80 
people and their families on Maui.   I am wri ting in opposition of this bill because it will 
threaten my ability to make a living along  with my employees.  Our business is 
professional, follows all legal reqquirment and laws by providing management and support 
to our vacation rental owners whom many are Maui residents   

Our industry for year has provided over 10,000 jobs on this island and lots of downsteam 
jobs and careers in maintenance, resturants, plumbers, electricians etc.  Legal short term 
rentals provide over 40% of Maui property taxes, and probably close to 20% of tax 
revenues that pay government needs and jobs.   Killling this industry makes no sense.  We 
do support shutting down any and all illegal vacation rentals and believe if they all had to 
be managed by licensed realty companies, illegals would totally disappear.   

We are local and have always been local.  Fifteen of my employees lost their homes, 12 
more lost their rentals they were in.  We lost 2 offices, 2 warehouses and a laundry facility 
in Lahaina.   We are trying to survive. 

If you look at Hawaii Tourism Site research (and others), there is only 500 more vacation 
rentals now then there was 20 years ago, but a 35,000 increase in population.   The issue to 
address is building, not stealing properties that produce value to the county and state. 

This bill could force us to shut down or at least significanlty layoff employees.   Of course, 
after they are all layed off, most will leave island which in turn would open up more 
housing.   If that is the goal, someone should state it. 

Let the counties enforce the laws that they already have. 

I ask that you please do not move this bill forward.  

Thank you for your time. 

John 
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March 26, 2024 

Dear Senator Rhoads, Chair, Senator Gabbard, Vice Chair, Senator Dela Cruz, Chair, Senator 

Moriwaki, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee 

I OPPOSE H.B. 1838 for the following reasons: 
 

My name is Norman Vesala and I am the owner of Papakea G205. Thank you for the 
opportunity to testify about this bill. 

Papakea is a property that employs over 30 local residents that depend on the income they 
make to be able to stay in Maui. Also, because of the size of Papakea property, many other 
local businesses also depend on the services that this property provides �t for example pilots & 
flight attendants, property management companies, electricians, plumbers, housekeeping, 
contractors, pest control & tree trimming companies to name a few.  It is not only a short term 
rental property, but also a resident property to some people. 

Also very �]�u�‰�}�Œ�š���v�š���]�•���š�Z���š���W���‰���l�����[�•���^�Z�}�Œ�š���d���Œ�u���Z���v�š���o�•���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�����}�š�Z���š�Z�����^�š���š�� of Hawaii & 
County of Maui via the property taxes, TAT, GET & MTAT that would otherwise not be collected 
and would have a significant impact on the States �����]�o�]�š�Ç���š�}���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Ç�[�• affordable 
housing fund.   

The tourists that come to Maui support many small businesses on the island such as 
restaurants, food trucks, tour companies, state & national parks and all the retail stores.  Taking 
away the STR abilities will greatly impact all these local businesses negatively. 

Papakea has a unique atmosphere because there are a very high percentage of guests that have 
returned year after year �t some as long as 40 years! So as you can imagine, they have 
developed connections with the Maui community at large, not just at Papakea.  

The quickest way to help house the displaced families from the Lahaina fires is to address the 
issues with the ILLEGAL short term rentals. 

For the reasons stated herein I OPPOSE HB1838 and urge the committee to defer it.  
 

Respectfully, 

Norman Vesala, President 
QNL Holdings Inc 
Papakea G205 
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