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Comments:  

I am in full support of this bill. 

  

Mahalo! 
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February 2, 2024 
 
TO:    Honorable Chair Lowen & Members of the EEP Committee 
 
RE:   HB 1585 Relating to Plastic Pollution  
 
  Support for hearing on February 8 
 
Americans for Democratic Action is an organization founded in the 1950s by leading supporters 
of the New Deal and led by Patsy Mink in the 1970s.  We are devoted to the promotion of 
progressive public policies.   
 
We support HB 1585 as it would prohibit the state agencies from purchasing or using 
polystyrene food-service containers,  
 
One only needs to look at Wikipedia to find evidence in support of this bill:  "Polystyrene is slow 
to biodegrade and is therefore a focus of controversy among environmentalists. It is 
increasingly abundant as a form of litter in the outdoor environment, particularly along shores 
and waterways, especially in its foam form, and also in increasing quantities in the Pacific 
Ocean."  Save our beaches and ocean; in the long rune we should ban polystyrene foam and 
other plastics that pollute.  For now ban the State from purchasing these products.  
 
Thank you for your favorable consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
John Bickel 
President 
 
 
 
 

AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC
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Comments:  

Aloha Kakou, 

Kauai Climate Action Coalition strongly supports HB1585 which prohibits state agencies from 

purchasing or using polystyrene food-service containers. This is a necessary and important step 

to reduce waste and move to recyclable materials.  We all know that the landfills are reaching or 

have reached capacity.  If the state takes this important step, it will go a long way towards getting 

vendors to stop using these containers.  There are other reasonable containers that can be 

substituted for polystyrene food-service containers.  Kauai has already seen a major change in 

this direction. It is time for the state to take action. Mahalo for your support of HB1585. 

Helen Cox, Chair 

Kauai Climate Action Coalition 

 



https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/stormwater/MRP/02-2012/Comments/Dart/Staff_Exhibits.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/trash_control/docs/trash_sr_040715.pdf
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Chair Lowen 
Vice Chair Cochran 
Members, House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection 
  
 
February 7, 2024 
 
House Bill 1585 – Relating to Plastic Pollution - OPPOSE 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony regarding House Bill 1585 – Relating to Plastic 
Pollution (HB 1585), which we respectfully oppose. 
 
Founded in 1933, the Foodservice Packaging Institute (FPI) is the leading authority on foodservice 
packaging in North America. We support the responsible use of all foodservice packaging, while advocating 
for a fair and open marketplace for all materials. FPI’s core members include raw material and machinery 
suppliers as well as packaging manufacturers, which represent approximately 90 percent of the industry. 
Additionally, some distributors and purchasers of foodservice packaging are part of FPI’s affiliate 
membership. 
 
As we have communicated previously, the foodservice packaging industry is committed to reducing the 
impact of its products on the environment and is dedicated to increasing their recovery.  FPI has several 
special interest groups that bring together the supply chain to develop and promote economically viable 
and sustainable recovery solutions for foodservice packaging. These special interest groups include the 
Paper Recovery Alliance, Plastic Recovery Group, Paper Cup Alliance and Foam Recycling Coalition (FRC).  
More information on these groups and their efforts can be found here. 
 
FPI supports policies and programs that enable increased recovery and diversion of foodservice packaging.  
However, we oppose restrictions that limit the use of any foodservice packaging. We believe that each 
foodservice package must compete in the marketplace based on its own merits of product performance and 
suitability, price competitiveness and, of course, impact on the environment.   
 
It is worth noting that recycled foam polystyrene can be turned into new products. Through FPI’s FRC, the 
industry has proactively led efforts to increase the recycling of foam polystyrene. As a result of the 
voluntary efforts of the FRC, approximately six million additional people in the U.S. and Canada have access 
to foam polystyrene recycling.  More information on foam polystyrene recycling opportunities and U.S. end 
markets is available here. 
 
It is our perspective that rather than focus on foodservice packaging prohibitions, the authors should work 
with stakeholders to amend HB 1688 to conduct a needs assessment as the first step in identifying 
measures to reduce waste and enhance the recovery of packaging in Hawaii. We have offered comments to 
this effect on HB 1688, also before this committee.  
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We appreciate your consideration of this written testimony and our opposition to HB 1585.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Carol Patterson 
Vice President, Government Relations 
cpatterson@fpi.org  
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Comments:  

Prohibits 
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Comments:  

We need to do all we can to make a cleaner environment in Hawaii. 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

We all must do everything we can to limit the use of plastic. Very little gets recycled esp here in 

Hawaii nei. Food service containers beome airboune and end up in the ocean. Alternatives are 

available so we must use them. Pass this bill please. 

Mahalo, JN Makawao 
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Comments:  

support 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lowen and members of the EEP 

I support HB1585 

The state must use best practices. Banning the purchase and use of polystyrene food-service 

containers is a good practice. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Keith Neal 

Waimea 

 





In closing, I would like to urge the House Committee to support this step towards a 

polystyrene environment, passing H.B. NO. 1585. I would like to thank the committee for 

considering my testimony in support of H.B. NO. 1585. 

Mahalo, 

Denise Perdue 

denisegp@hawaii.edu 
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Comments:  

Dear Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Cochran, and members of the Committee On Energy & 

Environmental Protection, 

In support of HB1585 relating to Polystyrene Food-service Containers 

Prohibiting state agencies from purchasing or using polystyrene food-service containers is a 

sensible first step toward a general prohibition. 

I respectfully urge your support of this measure. 

Sincerely, Ron Reilly 

Volcano Village, Hawaii 
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Comments:  

Please support. 

 


	HB-1585_HTH - Environmental Health Administration
	HB-1585_Alexandra Kahn
	HB-1585_John Bickel

