
Sen. English and other legislators and community members attended the 46th Annual 
Kūpuna Aloha Luncheon, hosted by the Maui Economic Opportunity Inc., on July 28 at the 
Grand Wailea. This annual event honors and thanks kūpuna for their contributions to our 
community.  This year, Sen. Roz Baker and attorney Larry Ing were recognized as the 2018 
Kūpuna Advocates of the year. 

“Having been raised by my grandparents, I understand deeply the important role that 
kūpuna play in the lives of our keiki and those in our community,” said Sen. English. “They are 
invaluable resources and caring for their health and well-being is of the utmost importance. I 
commend Sen. Baker and Larry Ing for their work as strong advocates for our kūpuna.”

I am fortunate to travel the district, meet with 
residents at community gatherings and to share 
with them the progress we have made over 
the years. I am inspired by these meetings to 
continue working hard to create good policy 
for Hawai'i and to appropriate funds for the  
projects in our district. I want to help create 
happiness and wellbeing for everyone, and am 
humbled by the people of Hāna, East & Up-
country Maui, Moloka'i, Lāna'i and the Island of 
Kaho'olawe.

Sen. English with Kahilihiwa Kipapa at the MEO Kūpuna 
Luncheon. Wailea, Maui. July 28, 2018. 

Mike Molina, Sen. English, Sen. Tokuda and 
Sen. Keith-Agaran at the MEO Kūpuna  
Luncheon. Wailea, Maui. July 28, 2018. 
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Senator English Attends 46th Annual 
Kūpuna Aloha Luncheon



Director General Martin Chungong of the Inter-Parliamentary  
Union and Former New Zealand Ambassador Amanda Ellis visited  
Sen. English on July 18 to discuss sustainability initiatives in Hawai'i  
and around the Pacific Region. 

As part of this four-day tour in Hawai'i, Director General Chungong  
also met with local sustainability leaders and faculty from the  
East-West Center. 

“Director General Chungong was very impressed with Hawai'i’s lead-
ership in creating policy, such as the State’s adoption of the Paris 
Climate Accord and the Senate’s committment to the 17 United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals,  to address sustainability 

and climate change,” said Ambassador Ellis. 

“Our efforts here in Hawai'i are being noticed globally and we need 
to continue this momentum of creating a green Hawai'i for future 
generations,” said Sen. English.

The Inter-Parliamentary Union  (IPU) is a global inter-parliamentary 
institution established in 1889 by Frédéric Passy (France) and William 
Randal Cremer (United Kingdom). It was the first permanent forum 
for political multilateral negotiations. The national parliaments of 
178 countries are members of the IPU, and 12 regional parliamentary 
assemblies are associate members. The IPU has permanent observer 
status at the United Nations General Assembly.

As part of the continued partnership with the United Nations  
Development Programme (UNDP), the Senate hosted two staffers  
from the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI), Nitijela from  
July 16-20: Peter Anjain, a communications specialist and  
Augusty Kess, an official Marshallese translator.

Over the course of their training, they met with various individu-
als from the legislative and judicial branches of government. Melody 
Kubo, from the Hawai'i State Judiciary, invited them to observe a 
Marshallese translator in several court proceedings. They also had 
the chance to sit down with Kaliko Martin, a Hawaiian language 
translator to discuss matters relating to translation services. 

Michi Moore, Deputy Director of Senate Communications, 
spent time with the two to share communication strategies and  
help them set up social media accounts to better integrate  
media into their communication outreach.  

“The growing relationship between the Senate, UNDP and other Pa-
cific Island governments, including the RMI, is important because 
trainings such as these provides an opportunity to exchange best 
practices among legislative bodies in the region,” said Sen. English. 
“More importantly, it gives our staff in the Senate an opportunity 
to learn about how other governments in the Pacific operate and to 
create networks with other public servants around the world.”
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Senator English Welcomes Director General Of The  
Inter-Parliamentary Union 

Sen. English welcomes Martin Chungong and Amanda Ellis, as well as  
Marshallese  Peter Anjain and Augusty Kess. July 19, 2018.

(L to R) Director General Martin Chungong, 
Amanda Ellis, Sen. English and Senate President 

Kouchi. Honolulu. July 18, 2018. 

Senate Welcomes Staffers From The  
Republic Of The Marshall Islands

Sen. English and Senate Clerk Carol Taniguchi welcome Marshallese  
staffers Peter Anjain and Augusty Kess. Honolulu. July 19, 2018. 

Peter Anjain and Augusty Kess debrief with Sen. English on their week-
long experience at the Hawai'i State Capitol. Honolulu. July 19. 2018. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://www.ipu.org
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html


Sen. English joined other Maui legislators at the Maui Metro-
politan Planning Organization (MPO) on July 26 to provide a  
legislative update during their monthly policy board meeting. 

They provided the board with an overview and background on 
the flow of federal highway funding to the State and County and 
an update on various bills that MPO tracked during the 2018 leg-
islative session. 

“MPO’s policy board meeting is a great forum for collaboration 
among communiy members, local organizations and government 
officials on matters that initimately affect our County,” said Sen. 
English. “As legislators, we serve as resources for the board in their 
discussions on various policy matters and I always look forward 
to these collaborations.”

The Department of Commerce and Con-
sumer Affairs (DCCA) through its Cable 
Television Division (CATV) recently an-
nounced that the first wave of free public 
WiFi hotspots offering one hour of free ser-
vice per device, per day are now active or un-
derway at various locations across the State.

Under Decision and Order No. 366, which 
approved the transfer of Oceanic Time War-
ner Cable (OTWC) to Charter Communi-
cations, DCCA required Spectrum/OTWC 
(Spectrum) to provide at least one thousand 
new public WiFi access points (or hotspots) 
in its cable franchise areas throughout the 
State, within four years of the close of the 
transaction, which occurred in May 2016. 
With respect to these hotspots, Spectrum 
is required to deploy one hundred in public 
parks, civic and other community centers, 
and other public open areas and gathering 
places as directed by DCCA, in consultation 
with Spectrum.

To date forty-four of the one hundred DCCA 
hotspots have been designated, with other 
locations identified and forthcoming. The 
currently designated locations in the district 
include: business and community gathering 
places in Hāna and Wailuku; and hard-to-
serve public areas in Kalaupapa (active) and 
Kaunakakai (by fall 2018). 

“With an increasing dependence on the in-
ternet, many residents in rural districts have 
little or no access to these services due to 
their location and/or affordability,” said Sen. 
English. “I am pleased that we are making 
great strides to expand connectivity across 
the State and into these rural and under-
served communities. Initiatives like this can 
have a huge impact on the quality of life for 
our people, especially in this new age of tech-
nology.” 

Spectrum to date has installed approxi-
mately 1,400 new hotspots in compliance 

with the State’s requirements. DCCA is dili-
gently working to identify additional public 
access locations to designate the remaining 
allocated hotspots. Addresses and exact 
mapped locations of the State designated 
and active hotspots can be viewed on the 
CATV Broadband web page at:  http://cca.
hawaii.gov/broadband/dcca-designated-
wifi-hotspots/

The Moloka‘i Library marked its 80th Anniversary this year.  It has been 
serving the community since May 21, 1937 and has been a center of 
community activity ever since.  In the 1930s, the library’s was often used 
as a gathering place by the public.  In the 1980s, the library was almost 
destroyed by fire. 

Moloka‘i is the only island to have just one public library, although there 
are 50 libraries across the State.  Among the many things that the library 
currently offers the community are: a bookmobile service that services 
three preschools, a monthly Read To Me program to encourage early 
literacy, a summer reading program, the University of Hawai‘i Manoa 
Statewide Cultural Extension Program, Japanese Theatre, and Portu-
guese Music. 

For 31 years, Sri TenCate has been the Branch Manager of the Moloka‘i 
Public Library.  She recognizes that the library services would not be 
possible without the help from other people, including the Friends of 
the Library across the State and on Moloka‘i, University of Hawai‘i Com-
munity Services Division, donors, the library staff, and the volunteers 
who help out. 

Besides providing books and resources to the community, the library 
holds lectures, art exhibits and musical events as well as provides new 
technology, which many community members use.

“The legislature appropriated funds in the 2016 biennium budget for 
plans, design and construction to expand the library,” said Sen. English.  
“I’m pleased to see that the funds will go to such a worthy project that 
has enhanced the lives of so many generations of Moloka’i families.”

Maui Senators English, Baker, Keith-Agaran and Representatives  
Yamashita and DeCoite. Maui County Bldg.  July 27, 2018.
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https://mauimpo.org
https://mauimpo.org
http://cca.hawaii.gov/broadband/dcca-designated-wifi-hotspots/ 
http://cca.hawaii.gov/broadband/dcca-designated-wifi-hotspots/ 
http://cca.hawaii.gov/broadband/dcca-designated-wifi-hotspots/ 
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Sen. English attended the grand opening of 
the Lanikeha Community Center on July 21. 
The center was originally constructed as a 
replacement facility for the Moloka'i Recre-
ation Center. After many years of use, the 
facility was in dire need of repairs and up-
grades. 

The Moloka'i Homestead Farmers Associa-
tion applied for State grant-in-aid to help 
fund the needed renovations. In 2014 and 
2016, they received funds for the project; a 
total of $3,450,000. 

“After undergoing much needed renova-
tions, I am glad that the community mem-
bers now have a facility that can be used as 
a gathering place for meetings and other 

community events,” said Sen English. “The center will also have the ability to support commu-
nity efforts aimed at improving the economic development and building community-based  
agriculture initiatives for Ho'olehua.”

Above - The Moloka'i Farmers Market, 
Kaunakakai, Moloka'i. July 21, 2018
Right -  Sen. English and Rep. DeCoite with 
Hāna resident Darwin Tolentino and his  
'ohana at the Ho'olehua Airport.Moloka'i.  
July 21, 2018. 

Sen. English, Rep. DeCoite and the Governor with 
members of the Moloka'i Fire Department. Moloka'i.  
July 21, 2018. 

Sen. English is joined by Rep. Decoite, Gov. Ige,  
Councilmember Crivello and Jobi Masagatani, Chair, 
Dept. of Hawaiian Homelands; at the grand opening  
of the Lanikeha Community Center. Moloka’i.  
July 21, 2018. 

Sen. English and Rep. DeCoite with Uncle Pilipo 
Solotario of Halawa Valley. Moloka’i.  
July 21, 2018.

(L to R) Sonny Chow, Sen. English, Kili Mawae and 
Rep. DeCoite at the Moloka’i Farmers Market. 
Moloka’i. July 21, 2018. 

J. KALANI ENGLISH
Senate Majority Leader 

COMMITTEES
• • • 

Vice Chair, Senate Committee 
on Labor

• • •
Member, Senate Committee

on Hawaiian Affairs
• • •

Member, Senate Committee
on Transportation and Energy

• • •
Member, Senate Committee  

on Ways & Means

Hawai'i State Legislature
Bill Status and Documents
www.capitol.hawaii.gov/

HOW TO REACH US
Hawai'i State Capitol, Room 205

415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

ph 808-587-7225 
fax 808-587-7230

From Maui, toll free 984-2400 + 77225
From Moloka'i and Lāna'i,

toll free 1-800-468-4644 + 77225
e-mail: senenglish@capitol.hawaii.gov

To receive this newsletter by 
e-mail, please send your request to: 

english4@capitol.hawaii.gov
• • •

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/HawaiiSenateMajority
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Lanikeha Community Center  
Grand Opening
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