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Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Identifying the Issue

 What are the Statistics?

 What is the Progress of this Venture?

 What is the Justification for this Program in DOE 
Campuses?

 What is Flag Rugby?

 What is the Existing Infrastructure that Will Help 
Facilitate this Program?

 Where are the Future Opportunities?



• Children in poverty: 17%

• Children whose parents lack 
secure employment: 29%

• Teens not in 
school/working: 9%

• High school graduates not 
graduating on time: 22%

• Teens who abuse 
alcohol/drugs: 8%

• Single-parent families: 31%

• Children living in high 
poverty areas: 6%



NATIVE HAWAIIAN EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
in the State of Hawaiʻi: 2006-2010

N. HAWAIIAN



CIVILIAN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
in the State of Hawaiʻi: 2006-2010

NATIVE HAWAIIAN



HOUSEHOLD INCOME
in the State of Hawaiʻi: 2012
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Student Ethnic Demographic 
Units in %

Native American Asian Black Hispanic Multiple PACIFIC ISLANDER Caucasian





HAWAIIAN
39%

Caucasian
23%

Filipino
12%

Japanese
5%

Other
2%

Black
4%

Hispanic 
4%

Chinese
1%

Korean
1%

Not Reported
2%

PACIFIC ISLANDER
7%

Dept. of Public Safety 2008 Annual Report
Inmate Demographics

HAWAIIAN Caucasian Filipino Japanese

Other Black Hispanic Chinese

Korean Not Reported PACIFIC ISLANDER



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Progress 

Past, Present, & Future Steps

Completed

 New Zealand National Rugby Team and the All 
Blacks visit King David Kalākaua Middle (2014)

 All Blacks visit Waiʽanae Intermediate (2015)

 All Blacks, DOE, OHA and other government 
officials participate in working group/luncheon

Future:

 Creating partnerships

 Identify funding mechanism

 Statewide expansion 



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Justification of Project

Pilot Youth Development Flag Rugby Program
• Castle-Kahuku Complex Area
• Nānākuli-Waiʽanae Complex Area
• Kaʽu-Keaʽau-Pāhoa Complex Area

Facts 
• These three complex areas have high concentrations of Native 

Hawaiian and Pacific Islander student populations. 
• These two ethnicities comprise the majority of our prison 

population. 
• Only 16 DOE/charter middle and intermediate schools were 

able to receive funding through R.E.A.C.H (Resources for 
Enrichment, Athletics, Culture, and Health)



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
What is Rugby4Good? 

Rugby4Good
The R4G education course and curriculum
highlights explicitly the integration of rugby
values and associated behaviors through Play
Rugby USA’s unique “value in action”
framework. The effective delivery of value in
action through sports based youth
development programs is what provides the
solution to reducing the risk factors for our
youth.



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Creating the Cultural Pipeline

• Cultural similarities between
Polynesians and Melanesians

• Cultural connection between
players and youth

• Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander youth will see
successful role models of
similar backgrounds

• Incorporation of the Haka,
traditional ancestral war cry,
dance or challenge of the
Māori people



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
What is Flag Rugby?

Play Rugby USA 

• Teach academic discipline

• Induce character 
development

• Garner leadership and 
communication skills

• Providing a proven 
mentorship program during 
the hours of 3 – 6 p.m.

Flag Rugby

• No contact 

• Recreation oriented

• Played on any surface

• Adjustable Field Size (i.e. 
age, sex, ability)

• Coed

• Minimal Equipment 

• Cost Effective

Rugby is a team “invasion” game where the object is to
get the rugby ball past an opponents “goal line” and score



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Existing Program Infrastructure

DOE

Play Rugby USA

After- School 
All-Stars/Hawaii 

Rugby League

• DOE has identified the 3 pilot 
campuses

• Play Rugby USA will 
implement the programs 

• Hawaii Rugby League will 
administer the Castle-Kahuku 
program 

• After-School All-Stars will 
administer the Kau-Keeau-
Pahoa and Nanakuli-Waianae 
Complex Area programs



Play Rugby 
USA

After-School All-
Stars Hawaii

Department of 
Education

New Zealand 
Consulate General

Department of 
Health

Department of 
Public Safety

Hawaii State 
Judiciary

OHA

Office of Youth 
Services

County of Hawaii

City and County of 
Honolulu

Kamehameha 
Schools

Hawaii 
Afterschool 

Alliance



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Existing Program Infrastructure

SCR 187 – SR 122
Encourages the Department of Education (DOE) to establish a 
pilot youth development flag rugby program aimed at 
reducing risky behaviors and incarceration rates among 
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander youth

SCR 185 – SR 120
Requesting the Department of Education (DOE) to organize 
and coordinate out-of-school programs for kindergarten 
through twelfth grade and identify funding opportunities for 
current and future DOE out-of-school programs.



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Rugby Based Development Programs



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Leaders of Rugby USA 

Dallen Stanford
• Los Angeles Program Manager
• Increased program from 10 to 

100 schools
• Commentator for Rugby USA
• Former USA 7s Eagles player
• Maccabiah Games Gold & 

Bronze medalist



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Leaders of Rugby USA Hawaii

Brandon Ikaika Ahlo
• Alumni of Kamehameha 

Schools
• Graduate of Occidental 

College
• Former member of the 

Occidental Rugby Team
• Play Rugby Coach 



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Collegiate Programs - Scholarships



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Hawaiʻi Professional Rugby Team

Hawaiʻi Professional Rugby Leagues
• Community rugby leagues administered 

programs could lead to a professional 
rugby league

• Intrastate & interstate competition
• Student athletes that participated in 

football can transition into a rugby team 
• Leagues can consist of 7-8 teams



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Professional Rugby Team

Maori All Blacks
• Rugby union team from New 

Zealand
• Team is a selection of the best of 

New Zealand's Māori rugby 
players

• Performance of the Haka
• Hawaii could also create an all 

Polynesian rugby team that will 
compete on the national and 
international stages



Play Rugby USA Hawaii
Pacific Rim – Pro Leagues

New Zealand

Australia

Fiji

Samoa

Tonga

Japan

Argentina

Uruguay

USA
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